
Worker and student militancy 
THE most striking feature of 
the protest sweeping the West­
ern Cape is the militancy of 
both youth and their working 
class parents. 

1 9 7 6 . 1 9 8 0 , o n g o i n g 
struggles against management 
committees and community 
councillors, and last year's all-
out campa ign a g a i n s t the 
tricameral parliament, have all 
contributed to making workers 
and the oppressed generally 
starkly aware of the nature of 
the South African State. 

Bes ides t h e s e p o l i t i c a l 
struggles, spiralling unemploy­
ment which has hit the West* 

ern Cape and the rest of South 
Africa has made students ques­
tion the value of formal educa­
tion. *Of what use is a matric 
certificate when there are no 
jobs?' students ask. 

The call this year, from stu­
dents in Western Cape has 
been for change in the relation­
ships at the school and the con­
tent of education, not for an 
improvement in material condi­
tions — like for more text books 
or better teaching equipment. 

People are yearning for a 
new society where the majority 
will be able to control their own 
lives. 

The school's boycott starte< 
off as a gesture of solidarity 
with the students in the East 
ern Cape and Transvaal, ant 
also as a response to the trans 
fer of a teacher and to the dec 
l a r a t i o n of t h e S t a t e o 
Emergency, 

On August 23 the student 
decided to form a coordinatinj 
body which would include uni 
vers i t ies and colleges. Tlv 
Western Cape Students Actioi 
Committee was born. 

They demanded among othei 
things that an alternative edu 
cation be implemented, s tu 
d e n t s be a l lowed to forn 

democratic SRCs, teachers be 
g iven r igh t to freedom of 
speeech at school, corporal pun­
ishment be abolished, all politi­
cal detainees be released, the 
withdrawal of the SADF. and 
that all community councillors, 
members of parl iament and 
o ther col laborators res ign 
immediately. 

Police kept a low profile at 
first but as the boycott contin­
ued and spread and students 
b e g a n to h a v e j o i n t p r o ­
grammes at schools in the area, 
they intervened* 

In Mannenberg, Guguletu, 
and Mitchells Plain particular­
ly reports of police entering 
school grounds to disperse 
meetings of students became 
regular. 

Teachers and principals an­
gered at what they saw as un­
necessary police action began 
to make their feelings known 
publically. 

When police move into the 
townships after the doomed 
march on Pollsmoor Prison, 
residents, at first not directly 
affected, began to see the world 
around them differently. 

While there is concern about 
their children, not receiving 
formal education, there is an 
understanding of the griev­
ances of students and a deep 
anger at the presence of police 
in their areas. 

Working people are also now 
calling for the removal of col­
laborators from their areas. 

Where before people were 
willing to tolerate the presence 
of police and others branded as 
collaborators at meetings and 
as their neighbours, this toler­
ance is fast disappearing. 


