
SANS calls for 
lifting of State 
of Emergency 
IN an interesting move, South 
A f r i c a n N y l o n S p i n n e r s 
(SANS) had called for the lift
ing of the State of Emergency, 
the abolition of detention with
out trial and all racist legisla
t ion , and t h e g r a n t i n g of 
ci t izenship and freedom of 
movement for all of South Afri
ca's people. 

Th i s was contained in a 
letter to National Union of Tex
tile Workers' members at the 
company's Bellville plant who 
have been caught up in the re
cent unrest in the Western 
Cape. A number of them were 
injured on August 29 (Bloody 
Thursday) when police used 
birdshot to break up a student 
march in Bellville. 

In the tetter SANS says 'the 
process of real and meaningful 
reform must be accelerated 
through negotiation with the 
acknowledged and accepted 
leaders of all sections of the 
community, even though some 
may be in detention/ 

The purpose of this negotia
tion will be to establish 'an ac
ceptable and workable political 
dispensation based on power 
sharing in one constitution, in 
one country', SANS adds. 

However, despite SANS* sup
port for 'a fair and just society 
within a healthy and dynamic 
country' there is a barb in the 
tail-end of the company's letter 
to its workers. 

The letter goes on to say that 
it must be made clear that the 
company is 'an economic and 
not a political entity1 and there
fore 'irrespective of the sympa
thies of management, our first 
responsibility is to maintain a 
viable business*. 

So, although the company 
sympathises and understands 
the intentions of action such as 
prayer days (and presumably 
stayaways or strikes) these 
'could put the company's objec
tives and thereby the employ
ees best economic interests at 
risk1, the letter concludes. 


