
Lamontville 
turns into 
a battlefield 
LAMONTVILLE, a township 
near Durban* was recently turn­
ed into a battlefield. 

And it is believed that at least 
three people have died as a result 
of attacks by SJ Smith hostel 
*impi\ 

The Natal region of FOSATU 
has called on the SJ Smith Host­
el workers 'to carry out the real 
task of workers which is to 
create unity and not to destroy 
it*. 

Since the residents of Lamont 
decided they had had enough of 
continual price increases and 
decided to resist both the bus 
and rent increases, they have 
been the focus of violence. 

Last year the Lamontville 
people voted to boycott the 
buses of the Durban Transport 
Management Board when the 
Board announced a hike in the 
fares. 

For nearly a year the residents 
have refused to board the buses 
and have walked up to S kilo* 
metres to the nearest railway 
station or have caught the taxis. 

A central figure in the bus 
boycott was Lament councillor. 
Harrison Dube. 

However, earlier this year he 
was shot dead at point blank 
range by assasins alleged to have 
been hired by Lamontville May­
or, Moonlight Gasa. 

At this point the violence in 
the township erupted as town­
ship residents showed their anger 
at the death of their respected 
councillor. 

People stormed out of the 
memorial services held to comn> 
emorate his death, stopped a 
bus, emptied the passengers and 
then set it alight. 

From then on riot police pat* 
rolled the township, fired tear 
gas, chased people with dogs 
and allegedly fired shots which 
wounded completely innocent 
people. 

At this stage the Port Natal 
Administration Board announc­
ed that it would be increasing 
the rents from May this year. 

In community meetings, the 
residents planned to continue 
to pay the old rents but not the 
increase. 

They said they would not pay 
higher rents for houses which 
were 'wrecks*. 

At this point KwaZulu leader, 
Gatsha Buthelezi, intervened 
saying that if Lamontville were 
incorporated into KwaZulu the 
rents would be lower* 

This was totally rejected by 
the people of Lamontville who 
rightly feared that if they were 
incorporated into KwaZulu they 
would lose their section 10 
rights 

The right to look for work in 
the nearby Durban would then 
be a 'privilege* governed by the 
whim of the Administration 
Board. 

However, at a meeting at the 
SJ Smith hostels, the local coun­
cillor criticised Lamontville*s 
decision to not be incorporat­
ed into KwaZulu. 

The scene was now set for 
a confrontation between the 
workers at SJ Smith and the 
residents of Lamontville. 

The opportunity came when 
a Lamontville councillor invited 
the SJ Smith councillor to a 
meeting in the township. 

"When they came into the hall 
it was already packed with peop­
le who were singing. The counc­
illors then tried to chase the 
youth out of the meeting with 
sticks/ a person at the meeting 
said. 

'There was havoc inside and 
the youth came out and start­
ed to bum cars/ he said. 

At that point an SJ Smith 
'irnpi* came across to the town­
ship 'to teach the Lamontville 
people a lesson*. 

Scores of people had to be 
treated for severe head injuries 
and a woman, a man and a 
young schoolboy were killed in 
the fighting. 

The next day FOSATU issued 
a statement urging workers to 
'not allow yourselves to be 
used*. 

The statement said 'workers 
must build a just and equal soc­
iety for all - they must not 
plunge into the darkness of 
attacking children'. 

However, the local Zulu news­
paper, llanga, misrepresented the 
FOSATU statement claiming 
that along with the Joint Rent 
Action Committee, the federat­
ion had slammed the SJ Smith 
workers* 

In fact FOSATU's statement 

slammed the violence and the 
police for not intervening soon­
er to prevent the riot. It was also 
not a joint statement with 
JORAC 

Efforts to get the llanga to 
correct this misrepresentation 
have been unsucccsful. 

Above: Since last year police have continually patrolled the township 
Below: KwaZulu government cars smoulder outside the Lamontville 

Community hall - this sparked off the hostel impi* 
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