
Frame workers 
win 
first 
round 

WORKERS at the huge 
Frametex mil l at New Ger­
many have won their first 
round of their battle against 
the stubborn Frame 
management. 

in terms of an industrial court 
order, Frame has been barred 
from recognising its sweatheart 
union - TUCSA's Textile Work­
ers Industrial Union - until a 
conciliation board has been held. 

Ever since the birth of the 
National Union of Textile 
Workers during the 1973 Frame 
strikes, workers at the New 
Germany mills have fought for 
the right to be represented by 
the NUTW. 

In a renewed campaign started 
last year the NUTW signed up 
more than two-thirds of the 
workers at this mill in the heart 
of the Frame empire. 

The NUTW called on Frame 
to recognise the NUTW as the 
union chosen by its workers to 
represent them. 

However, Frame kept true to 
its union bashing practice by 

resorting to sweetheart union­
ism. The company brought in 
the tame TUCSA union. 

Frame immediately granted 
the TWIU rights to organise on 
factory premises and pressured 
workers to joining the *red card' 
union* 

THREATENED 

NUTW members reported that 
they had been threatened with 
'retrenchment* and that they 
had been told that the 'red card* 
union was the one that Frame 
wanted in the factory. 

In the light of this militant 
sweet heart unionism, NUTW 
asked the industrial court to 
prevent Frame recognising the 
TWIU. 

VICTORY 

In this important first-step 
victory for the NUTWt the court 
ordered that Frame was not 
allowed to grant facilities to the 
TUCSA union that it had not 
given to NUTW. 

NUTW general secretary, John 
Copelyn said that the TWIU by 
not contesting NUTW's appli­
cation had seemingly admitted 
to wokers being forced to join 
the TUCSA union. 

NEXTSTEP 

As the next step in the fight 
against Frame, the NUTW has 
applied for a conciliation board 
in order to force Frame to nego­
tiate with thermion. 


