
VOLKSWAGEN 
BACKS DOWN 

SHOP Stewards at Volkswagen 
in Uitenhage have forced the 
company to back down on its 
earlier decision to retrench more 
than 900 workers - as a result 
only 183 wil l be laid oft. 

Volkswagen Branch chairman, 
John vlomomo said when the 
company had approached the 
shop stewards with its rc t rcn-
ment plans 'we told them 
straight that wc don't believe in 
retrenchment/ 

•We told management thai to 
retrench that number of people 
would only add to the high un­
employment/ he said. 

Brother ( lomomo said the 
company had been told to look 
for alternatives, 'after all they 
are not the ones who suffer 
during a recession, its the 
workers who arc always the 
losers*. 

After more than a month of 
intensive negotiations. VW 
backed down on its earlier plan 
to retrench ?00 workers and 
agreed to only lay off 183. 

The company also undertook 
'not to engage applicants other 
than those retrenched...until 
they have been all re-employcd.' 

In another crucial part of the 
agreement reached between the 
National Automobile and Allied 
Workers Unions ihop stewards 
and the company, VW stated 
that 'employees who are re* 

employed before August wil l 
retain their original service date* 
— meaning that the time the ret­
renched workers are out of 
work wil l not be considered as 
a break in service. 


