
Worker control in action 
IN a demonstration of 'worker 
control' in action, hundreds of 
Metal and Allied Workers 
Union shop stewards were 
bused to the metal industry's 
wage talks on May 23. 

'We felt we had to take the 
shop steward chairmen along 
in order to get a proper man­
date,' a MAWU spokesperson 
said. 'In future, we hope to in­
volve more members,* 

A hall was hired right next to 
where the industrial council 
negotiations took place and 
throughout the day the union 
negotiat ing team caucused 
with the shop stewards. 

The presence of the shop ste­
wards was a major departure 
from the usual undemocratic 
practices of industrial councils. 

The wage talks, though, have 

once again deadlocked. 

The metal employer's offer of 
a 17c increase on the bottom 
rate, bringing the minimum up 
to Rl,90. and 40c at the top, 
has been rejected by the Inter­
national Metalworkers Feder­
ation joint union caucus. 

And Seifsa, the metal em­
ployer's assocation, is refusing 
to hold any further meetings. 


