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s &GP0, as a Newspaper.

R. SWART, the Nationalist Minister of Justice, has a
stranglehold on the throat of the goddess of
justice. Within the next few weeks he intends, no’ matter to
what lengths he must go, utterly to destroy the body and soul
of justice in South Africa.

The promised “martial law"™ legislation has been pre-
sented to Parliament under the title of the “Public Safety
Bill. If ever there were a misnamed measure, it iz this one.
Certainly it gives the public no protection against its Public
Enemy No. 1 — the Nationalist Government itself.

The “Public Safety” bill has been introduced on the
grounds that the Government need additional powers to place
themselves in a position to cope with the Defiance Cam-
paign. The Defiance Campaign has been operating through-
out the country for about eight months. Over eight thousand
people have gone to gaol. And yet in all that time, with all
those people involved, there has not been a single incident
to disrupt the peace or threaten publie safety.

The reasons for the legislation are two: in the first
place the Government wants to have the terrifying powers
outlined in the bill in order to be in a position to suppress
ALL opposition, to thwart EVERY legitimate, democratic
means of protest, whether the protests come from Euro-
peans or non-Europeans. In the second place, the bill is a
despicable scheme to play on people’s fears, already aroused
by the Nationalists’ deliberate exacerbation of racial feel:
ings. The Nationalists are exaggerating the fear of public
peril in order o appear to the intimidated voter as the
“strong” party, able to keep the non-Europeans “in their
places”.

The bill demands such unlimited powers of banning,
suppression, proscriptions, confiscations, imprisonments and
untold other penalties that at one swoop it destroys our
heritage of democratic laws and sets up a more terrifying,
despotic tyranny than we had dreamt possible,

There is only one thing to do, This measure must be
fought by the United, Party, the Labour Party, the Torch
Commando, the trade unions, the churches, the Legion —

by every organisation and individual with every weapon
that lies to hand. This ultimate fascist bill must be tirelessly
opposed in Parliament and out. In factory and workshop,
in office and home talk must be directed against this vicious
attack on the “volkswil” and the sovercignty of Parlia-
ment. This must be the focal point of the whole election
campaign, so that on Election Day the rallying of the demo-
cratic forces in South Africa will be so overwhelming that
we shall rid the country and our future of the filthy menace
of tyranny and shall be ready to rebuild a worthy home
for justice and democracy.
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South Al‘n-:a will signify Hs rejection of the “"Martial Law" legislation

*  at the General Election,
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MISSING LINKS and LIVING FOSSILS

by Edward Roux

HE newspaper publicity which followed Professor Smith's discovery of yet
another species of living coelacanth [following the one landed at East Lon-
don some years ago) has produced the expected crop of letters to the editors

on the

pros and cons of evolution. It is now nearly a century since Darwin

published his "GriETn of Species”" and since biologists accepted the concept of

evolution as a fun
ciated
time | have met on
at Potchefstroom.

The fact that all mention of evolution
iz excluded from the biology syllabus
i Transvaal schools and that the public
{(even the literate public) is deplorably
ignorant on the subject enables obscur-
antists of all sorts to get away with the
most misleading statements. A common
line of attack by the Fundamentalists
is the claim that many leading biologic-
al experls themselves criticise the
“theory of evolution™.

To show that this claim is false one
may take an analogy from crime fiction.
In the ordinary detective story we meet,
usually in the first chapter, with a
corpse. Someone has been murdered and
the problem is to diseover the murderer.
We are now presented with various con-
flicting theories as to how and why the
murder was committed. The fun con-
sists in trying to “spot” the murderer
before the final dénouement in the last
chapter when the whole matter is finally
cleared up by the brilliant detective,

EVOLUTION HAS BEEN
COMMITTED

The problem of evolution is very
much like that. The ‘corpse’ is the hody
of accumulated knowledge about plants
and animals, their structure and physio-
logy, their growth and development,
their methods of reproduction and in-
heritance, their fossils which are found
in the rocks. From all these facts it
becomes clear that organisms are rela-
ted, some closely, some more distantly
and that “descent with modification®,
i.e. evolution, has taken place. This view,
that evolution has occurred, iz compar-
able, in our analogy, with the fact that
a murder has been committed.

To “explain™ evolution various the-
ories are put forward. As knowledge in-
creases more experiments done and new
fossils found, old theories are modified
or abandoned and new ones formulated.
The biologists conlinue to argue among
themselves.

When a "leading authority” says
that Darwin's views "have been dis-
credited", he does not mean that scien-
tists have given up the idea of evolution,

amental principle of their science. | myself have been asso-
rofessionally with botanists and zoologists for thirty
i;* one who did not believe in eveolution.

ars, during which
e it now a lacturer

On the contrary biclogists are more
convinced than ever :3 the truth of
evolution.

All it means is that biologists no
longer accept in their entirety all the
hypotheses which Darwin put forward
ko e.uc“lp!n.i.n the “how"” of evolution. It
would be surprising if the intensive
work of thousands of scientists during
a century had left matters exactly as
they stood in Darwin’s time. Unfortu-
nately there is unlikely to arise a “mas-
ter detective” in the field of biology
who will tell us in a few short sentences
how evolution has taken place. The
“explanation”, when it does come, will
be extremely complicated and technical,
and, like other scientific theories, still
subject to further elaboration.

From this it should be clear that there
is a great difference between the theory
of evolution (which iz not really a
theory but a fact to be explained) and
a theory of evolution, which is an at-
tempt to explain it.

There is also a good deal of unclear
thinking about “missing links". “De-
scent with modification” implies that
animals {or plants) may produce off-
spring which are different from them-
selves and which may become increas-
ingly different in the course of millions

of years.
LIVING FOSSILS
But s=ome of the offspring may not
change or may change very little, so that
their modern descendants are the same
or almost the same as some of their an-
cestors which lived a very long time
ago. Such types are often called “living
fozails”, The coelacanth fish is an ex-
ample of this,
oelacanths have been known to zoo-
logists for a considerable time, but only
as fossils, Professor Smith has now
shown that at least two species are still
living in the Indian Ocean. It will now
be possible to learn something of the in-
ternal anatomy of these creatures. In
foesile it iz normally only the outer
structure of the fish which iz preserved.
The coeclacanths are particularly in-

teresting because they were probably
closely related to, though not identical
with, the group of fishes which gave
rise to the first land vertebrates, fgr?:um
which all the higher vertebrates (back-
boned animals) including man, are de-
scended. The coelacanths have peculiar
lobed fins which, it is believed, may have
iven rise to the limbs of land animals.
hey therefore constitute a “link” be-

‘tween the fishes on one hand and the

amphibians (most primitive land ani-
mals) on the other.

Of the amphibians themselves mucl
15 known. Most of them exist only as
fossils, but a few small living types still
survive as frogs, newts and =alamanders,
All, both living and fossil, have fully-
developed limbs,

Between the amphibians and the
coelacanths there must have been other
links, for it is inconceivable that the
lobed fin of the coelacanth was con-
verted into the proper limb of the am-
phibian at a l'lngr:iump,

From this it should be clear that
there is no such thing as the missin
link. Zoologists can j(etch in genenﬁ
outline the course of evolution from
amoeba to man. Partz of the record are
fairly complete, others very sketchy. New
fossil discoveries, such as those of pre-
human apes made at Taungs, Sterkfon-
tein and Kromdraai by Dart and
Broom, have helped to fill in the re-
cord. South Africa has contributed
much during the last generation to
bridge the gap between man and the
apes,

It is interesting that Dr. Malan, lead-
er of a parly which includes |1nrl£1min!‘rnta
ly within its ranks an influential group
which is working to impose the anti-
evolutionary tenets of Christelike Na-
gionale Onderwys upon the country,
should have played such a prominent
part in securing the coelacanth for Pro-
fessor Smith, so much so that the fish
is likely to be named after the Prime
Minister.
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' 7/ by Ben Giles

J'ACCLISE! | accuse the ruling class of France! | accuse the militarists! It was

the mighty veoice of Emile Zola that rang out across the nineteenth century
world, to strip the mantle of rightecusness from the enemies of Captain Dreyfus,
to expose the corrupting abyss of anti-semitism created by the rulers of France
to assist their political aims, to divide and undermine the progressive opposition

to French imperialism.

The mantle of Zola sils um:nmfu-rta]:ﬂﬁ
on the shoulders of a Tory party whic
raised no whimper against the anti-Jew-
ish genocide of Iliﬁer from 1931 to
1939, The cloak of fighter for liberty
fails to disguize a State Department
whose highest ethic is to use the atom-
bomb “before they have got it.” The
speeches of sympathy and friendship for
the Jews roll unconvincingly from the
lips and pens of those who pardon Nazi
war criminals and compensate Krupp
suppliers of gas for the Jew-destroying
chambers of Auschwitz.

It is the cloak of Zola which the “At.
lantic Pact” advocates attempt to wear
i their chargez of anti-semitism, reck-
lessly hurled against the Soviet Union.
But the disguise fails. Zola fought
against those who sought to use the
Jews as a tinder-box to light the flames
of aggressive war., He fought against
those who, like Hitler, worked to arouse
military frenzy and war hysleria by
using the Jews as scapegoats, Had Zola
lived, he would have fought the Nazis in
1931 — (not just in 1939 when they
turned their armies West) — because hy
the incitement of anti-Jewish passions
they were preparing the way for new
agEressive wars,

nd had Zola lived today, his voice
would have been not with the U.S. State
Department and the Tory Party, but
against those in the West who seek to
gather up the legions for a new aggres-
sive anti-Seviet war, by recklessly hurl-
ing the charges of anti-semitism against
the countries of Eastern Europe.

AWAKENING

Zola was no professional “friend-of-
the-Jews” or defender of every Jewish
Act, Zola was a militant, progressive
fighter, So too the Soviet Government.
Those who regarded the Soviet Govern-
ment as professional “Jews-can-do-no-
wrong” propagandists — (Hitler and
Malan in their wilder momentz both

professed to believe this essentially re-
actionary and anti-Soviet theory) —
they have received a rude awakening,
The Soviet Government. it now AppPEars,
like the Czech CGovernment, n*gnr:l.ﬂ.
Jews as citizens, indistinguishable from
Slovaks or Russians or Georgians save
for their culture, their religion, some-
times their language. And like Slovaks
or Georgians, it 1s nol inconceivable that
Jews commil crimes up lo and including
the erime of espionage for a foreign
power. And having been tried and found
guilty, Jews are not exempt from the
laws of the land.

This is the simple fact of what is hap-
pening  in Czecho-Slovakia  and  the
U.5.5.K, What then remains of all the
wild and reckless allegations of anti-
Semitism as a state policy now being
Eeddl&d in the papers of the Western

loc, and most hysterically in the Zionist
prt‘:.ﬂ:t? It remains nn]}' to be seen
whether the trials which give rise Lo this
outery have been frame-ups, and whether
the defendantz have been charged with
being criminals or with being Jews, In
the Soviet case the answer iz simple:
the case has not been brought before
the eourls yet, the evidence against the
accused is unknown, and charges there-
fore that the caze iz fundamentally anti-
semitic iz hysterical nonsense from the
“Jews-can-do-no-wrong”  theorists, or
blatant, deliberate lying by those who
will seize any stick, no matter how slimy,
to heat the USSR,

FANTASY OR TRUTH?

In the Czech rase. now completed, the
verbatim record has been publizshed in
Czecho-Slovakia, The court was open lo
foreign journalists. Yet nowhere, in all
the allegations of anti-semitism has there
been a single journalist, scribe or Zion-
ist leader who comes forward to chal-
lenge the evidence or the bias of the
court.  “Fantastic!”™  “Incredible!™
“Lies!" This iz all that the anti-Soviet

spokesmen can master to disprove the
verdict,

Yet what is there in the Slansky case
that is so fantastic? The allegation that
Zionists in Eastern Europe can spy and
have spied for the American intelli-
gence service? What is fantastic about
such a proposition? Zionists, the over-
whelming majority of Zionists, cre anti-
Communijst; they belong, as the Slansky
t charges, to a “bourgeois nat-
organisalion, an organisation
e (though not necessarily iden-
tical in character and policy) with the
nationalist organisalions of Ireland, In-
dia and South Africa, an organisation
committed to the policy of establishing
for the Jewish people a state in which
they will rule, a capitalist state or a
slale moving lowards =ocialism, the
variety which the British Labour Party
understands,

The Zionist organisation, in short, is
opposed by its very being to the Com-
munist ideas of the international brother-
hoed and unity of the working class
against the bourgeocisie, and counters
il?a Communist idea with the idea of the
international, inter-class unity and
brotherhood of Jews.

From such a clazh of ideas and class
interests spring the anti-Communist pho-
bias and practices of Afrikaner nation-
alism. Can there be any grounds, other
than hysterical, for believing that anti-
Communist actions could not arise
amongst the Zionists?

ESPIONAGE UNLIMITED

And if anti-Communism is possible,
nay likely, why not espionage? Why not
serviee for the US. Intelligence or
M.I5? Perhaps if principle forbids,
hard cash will talk.

In 1951, the United States Govern-
ment passed the so.called “Mutual Secu-
rity Act”. 100 million dollars were set
aside for “selected persons who are re-
siding in or escapees’ from Eastern Eu-
rope, “either to form such persons into
elements of the military forces for sup-
porting N.AT.O. or for other purposes.”
(My italics. B.G.). Wisconzin's Repre-
sentative Kersten, moving the Act in the
.5, Congress, described it as “a method
whereby the U.S. can render aid for un-
derground  liberation movements in
Communist countries.” And the same
Mr. Kersten, in a letter to the 1.5, repre-
sentative at UU.N.O. objecting to a por-
tion of the U.N. Code which forbids the
organisation of terrorist acts in foreign
lands, complains that the code might pre-
vent “ . . . groups in this country, as
well az our Government, from assisting
in the liberation of peoples enslaved by
the Communist tyranny . . . One of the

{Continued on next page)
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Resolutions of the World Congress of . . . .
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\A/E hold that there are no differences between states
that cannot be settled by negotiation.

We call on the Governments of the Five Great
Powers, the U.S.A., the US.S.R., Great Britain, the Peo-
ple’s Republic of China, and France, on whom so ]at;gr.-
ly depends the peace of the world; we call on them at
once to start negotiating to conclude a Pact of Peace.

We call for all hostilities in Korea to cease imme-
diately. While towns are shattered and blood flows,
agreement becomes impossible. When hostilities have
ceased, the parties will more easily reach agreement on
the questions at issue between them.

Congress of the Peoples for Peace proclaims
the right of all peoples to self-determination and to choose
their own way of life without any interference in their
internal affairs, whatever motive be invoked in justifica-
tion. The national independence of every state constitutes
the essential condition of peace.

We protest against all racial discrimination which,
an insult to the human conscience, aggravates the danger
of war.

We have heard the reports on the use of bacterio-
logical warfare and demand the adherence of all states to
the Geneva Protocol of 1925, The great achievements of
science must not become a means to destroy millions of
defenceless human beings. At the same time we demand
an absolute ban on atomic, chemical and all other means
of exterminating civil populations.

We hold that the Charter of the United Nations

offers a guarantee of security for all the countries of the

PEOPLES FOR PEACE

world, but this Charter is h-eing infringed in spirit and
letter, We urge that the People’s Republic of China be
enabled to take its rightful seat at the United Nations.
We urge likewise the admission of the fourteen nations
who have as yet been unable to raise their voices there.

We call on the peoples of the world to struggle for
the spirit of negotiation and agreement, for the right of
man to peace.

THE necessity of renouncing the use of force as a means
of settling international conflicts becomes daily ever
more urgent.

Six hundred million men and women throughout the
world have already put their names to a demand that
the five Great Powers should negotiate and conclude a
Pact of Peace. :

The representalives of important sections of opinion
have also expressed their desire that resort to force should
be abandoned in favour of negotiation.

The Congress of the Peoples for Peace, meeting at
Vienna, December 12th, 1952, expressing the will of
mankind, solemnly invites the Governments of the United
States of America, of the Union of Soviet Socialist Re-
Eublil:ﬂ, of the People’s Republic of China, and of Great

ritain and.of France to open the negotiations on which
peace depends.

Agreement between the Five Great Powers, the con-
clusion of a Pact of Peace will II:cIl” an end to international
tension and will save the world from the greatest mis-
fortune.

This is the demand of all the peoples.

{Continuaed from previous page)

main objectivee of a real liberation
movement is to strike terror into the
hearts of the Communist tyrants . . . .
Liberation will not be achieved merely
by propaganda and parliamentary man-
OEUVIER . , . . '

After that, what grounds can there be
for declaring, without any reference to
the evidence, that Zionists could not spy
for the U.S. Government, not even the
weak, money hungry Zionists, not even
those who like Slansky could be black-
mailed into it threats to expose a
*deal’” made with the police in the 1920's,
whereby Slansky went free and his com-
rades went to jail?

THE COLD WAR BUSINESS

The protests ring too hollow; we have
heard them all before, Can you recall the
case of a certain American, claimed by
the U.S. Government to be a “business
man,” one Robert A. Vogeler. Arrest-
ed and charged in Hungary with espion-
age, he was sentenced some two years
ago to a 10,000 dollar fine or imprison-
ment. The world echoed with the West-
ern protests of his “innocence”, with

shouts of “frame-up”, until the U.S.
Government, ‘under protest and duress’

aid the dollars and brought Vogeler
ome, Thiz “innocent business-man”,
vietim of an Eastern frame.up iz in the
news again, Listen to this: “Peekskill
Military Academy, a preparatory school,
will offer a new course called “Tech-
niques of Espionage” in the autumn.
Gne of the lecturers will be Robert A.
Vogeler, who spent seventeen months
in @ Hungarian prison . . ..” This is an
Associated Press dispatch from Peek-
skill, New York. Sometimes, they protest
too much.

And if this be fact, why then the agi-
tation? How explain the outcry of the
Israel Government, and its reckless
charges of *Extermination of the Jews',
“finishing the work of Hitler.! Perhaps
they too protest too much. Perhaps
their own Eand.!-, like the hands of every
Western Government which has received
the dollars and the strings of Marshall
Aid, are not clean enough to bear close
scruliny.

But in all probability the reason lies
deeper. Much of Israel’s population emi-

rated from Fastern Europe; and if
ghey know nothing else about politics,
they know that the Soviet Government
both by law and by action outlawed all
race discrimination, including anti-Jew-

ish discrimination. Hard, almost impos.
sible to draw those Eastern European
emigres into an aggressive anti-Soviet
North Atlantic Treaty Organisation, Dif-
ficult too, to draw in those Israelis who
still remember that the arms with which
the very state of Israel was built came
not from Britain (who placed an em-
bargo on arms to Israel but supplied
Glubb Pasha and the Transjordanians),
not from the U.S.A., Greece or Turkey
— all gallant allies in N.A.T.0. — but

overwhelmingly from Czechoslovakia,
from behind the journalists’ Iron Cur-
lain.

Se once again, the big lie comes into
its own in the sphere n? world politics.
Once again the Jewish question becomes
part of the preparation for new aggres-
sion, new wars of world conquest, But this
time the anti-semites have dropped the
hoary "Protocols of Zion", the old "Jew-
ish capitalist conspiracy” lies. This time
they have joined the ranks of those re-
actionaries "some of whose best friends
are Jews', who use reckless and lying
charges of Soviet anti-semitism to pre-

re for war against the East, and to

t down the popular Israeli resistance
to lsrael's participation in the NATO .
drive to war, .
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BOOK REVIEW

POWER WITHOUT GLORY

A Novel by Frank J. Hardy

THIS is the first of a series, intended to depict the main streams of Australian

shortly.

First published in Australia in 1950,
apparently by the author himsell, the
boeok has reached its fourth edition. [t is
printed on cheap paper, badly bound
and, although containing fourteen illus-
trations by Ambrose Dyson, gives the
impression of coming from the pulp
magazine press,

For all that, however, it is a novel
well worth reading, Not because it is
good literature — it is not well written
— but becauvse of its content and the
wealth of incident and detail of some
aspects of Australian life. It has both a
sociological and a political interest,

Covering the period from 1890 1o
1950 and divided into three parts, the
slory describes first the nefarious and
devious struggles of the central charac-
ter, John West, lo achieve wealth as a
means to power, The second part shows
him at the height of hiz power, using it
for petty ends since he has acquired it
simply }nr the sake of having it. This

| MILLERS FALLS ELECTRIC |
T001S

For those who insist on 10095
Quality and Dependability
@ DRILLS
“ @ SANDERS
® GRIMDERS
& HAMMERS

Spars Parts Awvailable,

OFS. WHOLESALE MOTOR
SUPPLIES (PTY.) LTD. |

52, Henry Street,
BLOEMFONTEIN

Box 294,

Phona 97544,
COMPLETE HOUSE FURMISHERS.

—— THE

Bellville Furnishers
(PTY.), LTD.
[5. SACKS)
{ B Durban Road, BELLYILLE.
CAPE TOWN.

Tel. Add.: "Whalemotar.” l'

life in the Twentieth Century. The author propeses to complete the series

part shows too the effects of this on
limself, his associates and his family,
all of whom he looks upon as his per-
sonal possessions. The [inal part di;;h
with the decline of his power, arising
cut of the rebellion of his paid hench-
men and his family, coupled with his
inability to understand the changing
world and his failing interest in it due
1o the processes of old age.

That is the story. The real interest,
huwt:!:‘rr. 15 in the incidents and details
exposing Lhe corruption and racketeering
obtaining in Australian Federal, State
and Civic Lu:r!ilics, and in the exposure
of the ruthless and criminal exploita-
tion of all spheres of Australian Sport.
Interest is in the incidental stories of the

Hop e

insidious and sometimes overt corrup-
tion and bribery of the various politi-
cians, labour leaders and trade union-
ists, whom John Kent required to pro-
tect his own peculiar and parrow in-
terests. Interest lies in the incidents of
dizhonesty on the part of some of them,
the unscrupulousness and cynicism with
which they exploit their positions as
members of parliament and Cabinet
Ministers to enrich themselves at the ex-
pense of the people.

Despite all this, one is left, not with
an impression of the futility and hepe-
lessness of the struggle of the common
people of Australia, but with the con-
sciousness of a growing and powerful
force for progress.

The author shows a keen sense of the
pevehological, dialectical and sociologic-
al processes. Perhaps it is because of
the scope of the book, the abundance
of detail and incidence crammed into
its pages, that the majority of the
chafacters fail to emerge clearly.

It is a book you must read if you can
gel your hands on a copy. You may be
infpired to write the same story for

South Africa.

e —

Congress.”

For the information of our members and their friends, we publish

the aims and objects of the S.AP.C.

EQUAL CIVIL LIBERTIES

the freedom of organisation.
|| EQUAL POLITICAL RIGHTS

making bodies.

,EQUALITY OF SOCIAL STATUS

activity.

Smit Street, Johannesburg.

| “INALIENABLE RIGHTS”

E!’LHLT in January a group of European liberals formed in Johannesburg
a new democratic organisation called the “South Alrican People's

the freedom of thought, speech and press;
the freedom of movement and assembly;

the right to vote in and to stand for elections to state and local law- ||

EQUAL ECONOMIC OPPORTUNITIES
" the opportunity to qualify for and engage in all trades, crafts,

occupations and professions;
the opportunity to acquire and own land and property.

in every field of state and church, culture and recreation, public

Members in Johannesburg whe wish to join the society or to get
more information should write to the Secretary at 36 Waverley Court,

Members in other parts of the country who might be interested in
forming similar organisations or keeping in touch with the S.A P.C. should
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AGHTING TALK

LET’S HAVE A FINAL
SHOWDOWN

WHITE South Africa is preparing for the coming General Election. Indeed,
already the first shots have been fired. No efforts are to be spared b
either side in an endeavour to snatch a victory. Everything the parties have 'H'iﬁ

be thrown into the struggle.

It goes without saying that the Sl:vringa
bok Legion and its members will play
their part in an all-out effort to defeat
the Nationalists. Legionnaires must rally
to the opposition political parties and
organise others into the electoral fight,
We, too, must spare no effort.

If we are to be effective, however,
we must be clear as to the political
realities, our objectives and .the mean-
ing and size of the tasks we are under-
taking.

The General Election struggle is not
an end in itself. It is one more oppor-
tunity and mechanism for mobilisin
the people against fascism. Mthuugﬁ
not the only one and not decisive in
itself, the opportunity is, however, a
very important one. We must, therelore,
hope and strive for a victory in the
election and we must do so in the full
realisation that wvictory will mean a
blow against fascism — a very severe
blow even if not a knock-out. It will be
an important blow, hecause a defeat for
the Nationalist Party is also a defeal for
all the undemocratic legislation the gov-
ernment has intmducef since coming to
power.

It iz a defeat for the Citizenship Aect,
the Bantu Authorities Act, the Popula-
tion Hi'.gis.lr.ﬂ.linn Act, the Coloured
Franchise legislation, the Suppression of
Communism Act, the Group Areas Act,
ete., ete. It is a defeat for the Nationalist
Party's policies of Herrenvolkizm, Apart-
heid, intimidation of political opponents
and subject peoples, the restriction and
abrogation of civil, human and political
rights.

THEIR DEFEAT — A VICTORY

A defeat for these hateful measures
and policiezs in the shape of a defeat
of the Nationalist Party in the elections
must have its effects also on the paoli-
cies and programme of the party which
succeeds.

"From all of this it can be seen that
the wresting of power from the Nation-
alists wulﬂ‘f be an extremely important
contribution to the struggle for demo-
cracy in South Africa. Tt is a high ob-
jective worthy of all the effort and
sacrifice mecessary to its achievement.

It will not be an easy task. In fact,

in the face of what the Mationalists
have done since coming te power to
entrench themselves in office and, par-
ticularly, in the light of the effects of
the new delimitation decisions, it would
seem to be an extremely difficult task
calling for superhuman A;{'an.

The Nats, were returned to power in
the 1948 elections with only 39 per cent.
.ol the voles, Since then, az the result
of various legislative acts and the effects
of the new delimitations, they have
created a situation wherein they can be
returned to power with as little as 35
per cent, of the votes or even less,

EVERY "X" COUNTS

We must fully appreciate this fact —
the Nationalists can win by an absurd
and wholly undemocratic minority of
the actual votes cast. On the other hand,
let the pessimists remember that a swing
of a very =mall percentage of the votes
away from the Nationalists to the Op-
position candidates can gain a victory
for us.

An equally if not more important fac-
tor in the situation will be the impact
ol the Defiance Eampaign on the electo-
rate. We know that H':agNatimalisl Par-
ty will exploit this to the full, that they
will attempt to create an atmosphere
of imminent “black revolt” and Mau-
Mau terrorism in an effort to stampede
all while South Africa into their camp.
So far the United Party has not faced
up realistically to the Defiance Cam-
paign and has not taken its stand on
the fundamental principles involved.
This fact can only assist the Nats, and
riake their task easier.

It is impossible
to assess the de-
gree of intimida-
tion of the electo-
rate that results
.. from the Sup-

b preszion of Com-
munism Act and
similar measures:
nor the degree of
intimidation of the press resulting from
these measures plus the Press ﬁlquir
Commission. Nevertheless, we know fuﬁ
well that intimidation is going on all
the time.

TURNING ON THE HEAT

That the Nationalists count on addi-
tional forms of intimidation as impor-
tant weapons in the election fight is in-
dicated ' by the organised hooliganism
already evident at election meetings.
It is quite within the bounds of possi-
bility, even probable, that the Nats.
by means of widespread hooliganism on
polling day and by a whispering cam-

aign “that the ballot is not secret” may
righten timid wvolers into remaining
away from the polls. Thiz would not be
difficult for the Nats. to do, particular-
ly in centres where they are highly or-
ganised. In a marginal seat it would
require not many intimidated voters to
give the Nats. the victory.

BOOSTING MORALE

I believe a most valuable contribu-
tion Legionnaires can make is in the
role of morale-boosters. [ do not mean
spreading false optimism — not at all.
But if Legionnaires in their election
work and in their personal contacts can
convince others that the fight is vital,
necessary  and  ,whalever happens,
worthwhile, they can achieve two re-
sults:

(a) larger, stronger, more hard-hit-
ting election teams;

(b} larger, stronger, more politically-
aware groups of South Africans
who will carry forward the fight
for democracy.

Whatever the result, we shall not have
laboured without profit, if, by our parti-
cipation and activity in the election
struggle, we — the democratic forces
—- emerge ideologically, organisationally
and numerically stronger than we are
"wﬂ

Of course, for Legionnaires who are
rmore politically conscious than the
average voler there is the added task
of educating white South Africa to the
political reality that only in an alliance
with the nuu-Eurupean movemenls in a
common struggle for the extension of
democracy can fascism be finally de-
feated. It may be that the process of fas-
vism to which our rulers have committed
South Africa can be halted and reversed
only by a mobilised people, conzcious of
itz power and prepared to exercise it in
an extra-parliamentary assertion of its
will for democracy.

In the meantime, the General Election
1= before us. It representz a challenge
and an opportunity. Let me conclu
with the time-honoured slogan that is
peculiarly the Legion’s own:

Go out there and fight!
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(Continued from previous page)
Mr. Belcher then outlined the threats to
the proud British tradition of national mn-
dependence, and said: “We must and do
recognise, however, that we have no right
to claim this for ourselves unless we are
prepared to apply the same right lo peo-
ples of opther lands.”

For South Africa the fact that the Con-
gress took so firm a stand on the ques-
tion of national independence and peace
is of particular importance, as the national
liberatory struggle now in progress here
i an integral part of the fight for the
preservation of national independence.

The session of Tuesday afternocon, 16th
Deecember was dominated by the intro-
ductory speech of Frof. J. . Bernal of
Great Britain on the second point of the
apenda — how to reduce international ten-
sion, He briefly summarised how the pres-
ent international tension, by creating a
war atmosphere, is undermining the al-
ready unstable world situation. Directly
ard indirectly, in hundreds of ways, that
tension 5 being raised, new fears are
being created, incidents are being magni-
fied to cause distrust and division.

FOR A 5 POWER PACT,

The only way to end this situation s
a meeting of the five Great Powers s0 as
to negotiate outstanding problems and
conclude a Pact of Peace — this was the
unanimous decision of the Congress and
while there are hundreds of other methods
or contributing to the breakdown of the
present strained relations, it was generally
felt that this is the primary requisite for
the resumption of normal international
relationships. Such questions as the open-
ing of trade relations between the capi.
talist and socialist worlds were discussed,
as well as the exchange of scientific know-
ledge and cultwral and sporting delega-
tions in order to break down the mistrust
born of misunderstanding that permeates
all our ideas about the “other half of the
world.”

Delegates from Korea and the U.S.A.
from Malaya and Great Britain, from
Vietnam and France agreed that all for-
eign troops must be immediately with-
* drawn from areas of hostilities; that nego-
tintions continued while the firing is still
in progress are bound to be frustrated so
that truce negotiations must be preceded
by & cease-fire if the parties concerned
are sincere in their desire for peace; and
further that international agreements must
be adhered to and not flaunted by any
one side in order to create pretexts for
the continuation of hostilities.

Here in South Africa, although no
bombs have dropped on us, we ex-service-
men and women know the stark reality of

[Continued at foot of next column)

PLAY REVIEW

TWELFTH NIGIHT

I AM grateful that Mational Theatre is so seriously attempting to fulfil its
obligation to preduce plays which our amateur groups might find too difficult

and too expensive,

speare's "' Twelfth Might'',

Now, for me “Twellth Night” is per.
haps the richest comedy in the English
language. It has everything. There is
an intricate inter-weaving of plot and
two or three sub-plots: there is rollick-
ing comedy and tickling verbal wit:
there is romance of a sweet and whole-
some nature, there is poetry, there is
music and there are poignant moments
that move the heart. Above all there is
a glorious freshness sweeping through
the play, a feeling of early summer,
when the world is young and happy and
the sun iz shining, TEB most sombre
etrand in this gay tapestry is the treat-
ment of Ma.lquiu — and even that has
the quality which children show when
they try and shake an old sobersides in-
to a reluctant smile.

How dizappointed I was, then, in
Leonard Schach’s production, He has
gone out of his way lo stress every
melancholy moment and to heighten the
trmporary distresses that beset the char-
acters in the course of the story. Orsino,
who to me is a charming young man
taking a Fﬂﬂ-ﬂ deal of pleasure in play-
ing t%ua ‘lovelorn®, is & very sad crea-
ture indeed in the production under
review. Olivia, who after all is a beauti-
ful, rich young .girl, ready enough at
the first opportunity to fall in love and
and forget Err brother's death, appears
ou the stage in deepest black, drooping
to mournfulness at every whip and turn.
As for Feste, the jester, dear heaven!
he drips and sags round the stage like
Petrouchka at his most neurotic,

This time, Leonard, I just cannot
apree with you!

Presumably guided by Mr. Schach's
conception of the play, Mr. Frank
Graves has designed a pale, dim,
watery French landscape in place of the

[Continued from previous column)

war.  While the threat of annihilation
weighs upon the whole of humanity, our
first-hand knowledge of war cannot wealk-
en us, but must inspire our will to act
for peace. | have relurned to South Af-
rica resolved to continue what was hegun
in Vienna and to explain here what is un-
known or poorly understood of the views
of others, For, il ignorance often breeds
distrust and hatred, knowledge leads to
brotherhood, trul{l}/_j_r.:.ds to light.

n Jonson's "Yelpone" is tollowed

is year by Shake-

cypress-scented  blue-skied,  sunshot
landscape that Shakespeare guessed at
when he set the play in “lllyria”. The
lighting of the set at the Heps Theatre
in Johannesburg was on the dim side,
with never a really sunny day through-
out the play. Was it just to be ‘differ-
ent’ that this production is dressed in
the costumes of 18th century France
and/or England, with here and there a
costume that had strayed from earlier
or later centuries? In any case, beauti-
ful as the individual coslumes were, they
were selected from a period when dress
mirrored the extreme artificiality of the
livea of the upper classes . . . alien, it
seemed to me, to the joyous sincerity
of Shakespearc's play.

Of course, even when producers and
designers have had their say on “inter-
pretation’, there is still Shakespeare, so
though I may disagree with this pro-
ducer’s ideas, “T'welith Night” remains.
And how [ull of interest and diversion
it is. Make no mistake about that. Go
and see it to enjoy the droll stupidity of
Siegfried M}'n}lmn]t'u Aguecheek: the
lusty, wicked, drunken boisterousness of

Pieter Géldenhuys's Sir Toby. Go for

the presentation of Vivienne Drum.
mond's Viola, a very good performance
indeed, Miss Drummond gives us a de-
licious piece of characterisation. Ier
boyish swagger wunderlines the real
femininity beneath the pageboy's cos-
tume. She speaks her linez with com-
plete understanding — and complete
audibility.

The scene where the timid Viola meets
the terrified Aguecheek in a duel is ex-
tremely funny, as are parts of the scene
where Malvolio is tricfed into believing
that (Mivia is in love with him. Edna
Jacobson is a spritely, energetic, mis-
chievous Maria, who imparts to the
audirnce & consistent spirit of fun. Roma
Reilly plays Olivia according to the
producer’s understanding of the char-
acter. | was very sorry that Miss Reilly’s
attractive voice and acting abilities were
not rmplnﬁmd to render her more likable
to the audience.

Whether you agree or disagree with
aspects of production, the presentation
of one of Shakesﬁare's plays is an op-

portunity not to be missed. Don’t miss
this one. CECIL WILLIAMS.
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|1 seems lo me that when bigger and

better warmongers are made the
American Defence Department will make
them. The item that set me off on this
train of thought was a report by a
Major-General T. A. Willoughby. This
gentleman has had a good grounding in
this sort of work, having been General
MacArthur's Chief of Intelligence in the
Far East. The report that Willoughby
made on his return from Europe was
“that Spain was a reliable and effi-
cient ally” and indispensable to Western
European defence.

That in itself would be bad enough,
but he goes on to draw a comparison
between events in Spain and Korea —
that both were to be attributed to the
“sinister power” of Russia and the un-
dermining of government by communist
saboteurs.

Quite apart from the insult that this
offers to the gallant Spanish people, it
is a source of amazement to me how even
an American general can compare Spain
with Korea and attribute both to the
“I:'I'I'I:\'l"l'lii']'l.t Kfl"‘mlin.. S ﬂiﬂ Wwas iﬂvadﬂd
by the German and Itﬂ.];iﬂﬂ fascists. Rus-
sin was the only country, as far as I
can remembzer, which urged the other
nations to oppose the spread of fascism
by intervening in Spain. Her plea went
unheeded and the dress rehearsal for
the second world war was successfully
accomplished,

In Korea the position is more obscure,
but it is extremely doubtful and cer-
tainly no proof has been produced that
Russia is directing the North Korean
war effort. On the contrary, the Soviet
Union has repeatedly made an effort to
bring the war to a close by negotiation.
Only a mind as devious as General Wil-
loughby's would attempt to hoodwink
the peace-loving people of Europe in this
manner.

FURTHER, PLEASE

Mr. A. E. P. Robinson, the United
Party candidate for Langlaagte, went
a good deal further than gis colleagues
recently when he pledged that his party
on return to power would withdraw the
Citizenship Act and would amend the
Suppression of Communism Act to allow
an appeal to the Courts. Desirable as
such an assurance may be, it is, lo say
the least, inadequate. What about the
Group Areas Act? What of the Popu-
lation Registration Act? How about
withdrawing the infamous Immorality
Act? Or the Mixed Marriages Act? In-
deed, I can think of no legislation enact-
ed by the Nationalists which should not
be totally withdrawn and a fresh and
decent sltart made in an honest and
statesmanlike attempt to find a healthy
solution to the many complex problems
facing this country.

G00D SHOW, LABOUR

The Labour Party, on the other hand,
has come out most creditably when, at
its recent conference, it decided to op-
pose vigorously Swart's proposed “mar-
nal law™ legislation. Also to their credit
is the fact that they have not fallen into
the easy trap of condemning the de-
fiance campaign but have pledged them-
selves to do all in their power to remedy
the justified grievances of the non-Euro-
pean people. It is a happy augury for
the Labour Party to emerge in such
strong fashion al{er its many years in
the wilderness,

WE'RE ON THE WAY

The breaking-up recently of a United
Party meeting at Krugersdorp by a
group of Nat. hooligans means that we
arc once again on the threshold of an
election. The Opposition forces in South
Alrica must expect this sort of thing
on an ever-increasing scale as the elec-
tion campaign becomes more intense. It
is, however, unthinkahble, that Malan and
his government cannot be swept out of
office in the same way as they were
swept in. In this connection it is hearten.
ing to note that from a strictly technical
point of view the United Party and the
Torch Commando seem to have 2 smooth
l’}llt‘li"[[l:rn machine with which to achieve
this.

The National Executive Committee of
the E}vringhnl: Legion at a recent meet
ing decided once again to support Op-
position candidates to the best of its
ability. Members of the Legion and
regular readers of “Fighting Talk™ will
need no urging to play an active part in
this the most vital of all general elec-
tions.

FILMS
ARE

NOT ALL
FUN

Home Office statistics from Great
Britain for the year 1951 show that
the number of young people between
the ages of 14 and 17 years convicted
of various crimes was 76,000, This re-
presented a 100 per cent. increaze on

1934,

Of the 1,790,000 crimes of a serious
order recorded by the United States
courts during 1950 one-third were com-
mitted by juveniles.

In Western Germany general criminal-
ity in 1948 showed a 33 per cent. in-
crease over 1933 and juvenile delin-
quency an increase of 87 per cent.

Professor Neimayer of California
University made a study of 115 films
currently screened in his country. He
found that no less than 106 diéﬂ'ent
types of crime were portrayed in these
films,

Professor Stuckrath of Hamburg
University observed in 400 films shown
in Western Germany the following in-
gredients: 310 murders, 156 thefts, 624
frauds and 200 miscellaneous crimes,

According to the bulletin of the Brit-
ish Cinematographic Institute 70 per
cent. of the 1950 films in Great Britain
were found to deal with crime or with
sexual subjects,

There are films, such as “Rommel™
and “Steel Helmet”, which glorify war.
The Censorship Office in Cganada offi-
cially protested to the makers of “Steel
Helmet.” The same censors reported
that they had been forced to cut 305
scenes from 146 films they had reviewed
hecause of the depiction of brutality,
cruelty, indecency, the torturing of wo-
men and other atrocities.

A young English journalist writes:
“During 14 months when [ attended
h'gu]arﬁ.r the juvenile court sessions, [
heard time and time again the same
reply to the magistrate's question, “Why
did you commit such and such a
crime?’, ‘I wanted to do the same as
they do on the pictures’.”
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“ALL HONOURABLE MEN?”

by ELW0OOD C. CHOLMONDELY

|T just goes to prove what I've always

said: you can't be too careful these
days. I know a lot of you have scoffed.
But now you can see for yourself, these
Bolsheviks worm their way in every-
where, and no-one’s safe these days from
their dirty plots. Not even if you look
under the bed every night, or join in
the Moral Rearmament. If they can lay
their hands on a fine upstanding man
like Senator MacCarthy, well, then no-
thing's sacred. '

I mean, just think of it. A fine man
like that, who's spent his whole life pre-
serving the American way of life. Even
Truman picked him as just the right type
of man to keep the U.S. free of Commu-
nism. And believe me, being Chair-
man of the Un-American activities Com-
mittee has been a full-time job, and
then some. But he stuck to his hundred
pereent democratic job through thick
and thin — you can't deny that — and
uncovered some of the most dangerous
of the Kremlin's agents. All those dirty
reds trying to overthrow the Govern-
ment, but he caught them, yes sir: Shir-
ley Temple, Charlie Chaplin, Theodore
Roosevelt and I don't know how many
IMmoTEe.

You can see what scum he's got to
deal with that they even turn round and
try to undermine a man like that. Mak-
ing all this fuss just because MacCarthy
was patriotic enough to bum a few rides
on planes in war-time to qualify for the
D.F.C. And when a man deserves the
D.F.C., what's wrong with getting the
press photographers along to photo-
graph the presentation ceremony any-
way? After all, fair's fair, and the seats
in those damn superforts were pretty
hard on civilian bottoms.

But the reds are gunning for him.
Just like they did when I was sweating
it out at War Records. There was this
Commie fellow, see, who thought he
knew everything just because he'd been
through the desert campaign. Should
have heard the performance he put up

when Dr. Malan applied for the D.5.0.;
deserved it too, for the way his arms
had suffered holding all that wool for
Mrs. Malan to make into socks for O.B.
internees. Fit to bust, this Commie was,
but I let him have it straight from the
shoulder. He got his way in the end —
Malan’s medal was turned down flat,
like that. Goes to prove what I’ve always
sugpected, that that fellow Poole was
a fellow traveller at least. Fair makes
me mad to see these reds worming their
way in to our democratic institutions
under the very nose of the Government.

Same sort of dirty trick they played
on Ebenezer Donges. Now there was a
man deserved a medal if anyone did.
Showed the greatest courage and devo-
tion to duty right through the war, he
did, taking all the dirty cracks that
came his way without flinching, not even
losing his nerve when they nabbed those
slormjaers with the gelignite on the
railway tracks. But the way those reds
carried on, not even Robey Leibrandt
got a medal, not even the Atlantic Star,
and him crossing hostile waters in a
German U-boat and all.

We need a MacCarthy here, that's
what, And mark my words, we're well
on the way to getting one. Take this
De Villiers Louw chap for example,
“liquidator”, or whatever they call him.
Now there's a fellow whose carrying on
the fight against these reds, and get-
ting precious little for it except fifteen
hundred nicker a year. But they’ll try
and get him too, mark my words, just
the way they're getting MacCarthy.
Those reds will gun for him, just see if

they don’t.

So what if MacCarthy did use the
Government anti-Communist funds for
his own expenses? He's fighting Com-
munism, isn't he? So what's wrong
with that? Same blooming red trick that
they played against the last chairman
of the Un-American Committee — old
whats-his-name-er, Parnell Thomas,
Hounded him they did, and finally
framed him too. Defrauding the govern.
ment, they said, using the Yankee
OHMS stamp for his own election pro-
paganda. - I'm telling you, these reds
make it tough fo i i
ke 2 | chﬁl. r & fine upstanding

But we'll fix them yet, mark my
words. Blackie Swart knows how to deal
with them. Now there’s another fine
man, as good an anti-Communist as
MacCarthy or Parnell Thomas any day.
And what does he get for it but catcalls
and slander? Those reds will try to get
him too, but this time they won’t get
away with it, because we've got our
grips on them now see. This time we're
going to settle them for good. And I
should know if anyone does, seeing as
how I've been fighting to preserve South
Africa from Communism ever since I
finished - by last stretch, see,

LIVING CONDITIONS.

In September 1949 Italy had 34,580
unemployed young farm workers. Five
months later this figure had risen to
54,831, This mass unemployment
brought about a rapid sinking of wages,
as labour became very cheap. Today in
20 districts boys and girls between the
ages of 14 and 15 years are earning less
than 40 lire (about 8d.) an hour. In
11 of those districts the wages range
from 21 to 33 lire. In Cremona farm
workers earn only 30 per cent. of the
wages of an adult. In Salerno it is only
42 per cent.
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WHO STANDS

CONDEMNED ?

B"'I" the time this article appears the fate of Julius Rosenberg and Ethel Rosen-
berg may have been decided finally by President Eisenhower. If the decision

is to carry out the death sentence upen

them, many people throughout the

world will be left with the conviction that an injustice has been done.

It is fashionable at the moment, when
the Rosenberg case is mentioned, to re-
tort, “What j}uul Slansky ?™ It is diffi-
cult to see the relevance of this rejoin-
der. An unjust sentence in America does
not become just because an injustice has
also been done in Czecho-Slovakia, i
the Americans wish us to helieve that
they are more democratic than the
(Czechs, they make a poor case by say-
ing merely that their injusticez are no
WOrse.

There are two reasons why the Ro
senberg case causes misgivings among
democrats, The first question involved
is: even of they are guilty, is the sen-
tence not far too severe? The Rosen-
bergs did not (assuming the allega-
tions against them to be true) supply
American military secrets to a nation
with which America was at war, or
which was officially regarded as a po-
tential enemy. They gave information to
a country which was America’s ally at
the time, a country which American offi-
vial propaganda was presenling as
wholly admirable and trustworthy.

BEFORE THE COLD WAR

The idea of a Third World War was
in those days regarded as unthinkable.
The official ‘line” was that war would be
abolished for ever after Hitler's defeat.
The Rosenbergs had only to believe their
own government's propaganda to believe
that no harm could conceivably come
to America as a result of their action.
Their motive may well have been mere-
lv to circumvent what they regarded as
unnecessary secretiveness between Allies
—- secretiveness which might be hamper-
ing the joint war effort against I'F:r-
many. Foolish and reprehensible con-
duct, perhaps, but surely not worthy of
the death penalty?

But there is a further question which
i* being widely asked: are the Hosen-
bergs guilty at all? They have consist-
ently maintained that they are not, Their
lawyers have maintained (and cminent
lawyers of other countries who have
examined the evidence have agreed)
that they were convicted on grossly in-
adequate evidence.

One may feel inclined to say, “The
jodge and jury which tried the rase
must know best,” But American judges

and juries are not noted for unwaver-
ing impartiality in political cases. There
are cerlain very concrete reasons for
this. Firstly, the judges are elected
{often for as short a term az two years)
on a political basis. A Democrat judge,
trying an accused of Leftist tendencies,
knows that the Republicans will attack
him at the next election, if he acquits,

A Republican judge knows that there
will be McCarthyites eager to purge
the party’s nomination list of unreliable
elements at the next nomination day.
The maintenance of judicial impartiality
is hardly possible under such circum-
stances,

"UN-AMERICAN?"

The jury is submitted to an unrelent-
ing blast of press propaganda through-

CRY, KOREA!

“No country has ever been more
completely laid wasle by war than
Korea,” reports J. D. Kingsley,
Apent-General of the UN. Korean
Reconstruction Apgency.  “Since
June 25, 1950, when hostilities in
Korea began, civilian losses (ac-
cording to U.N. estimates) total
more than 1,000,000 dead.
1000000 wounded and 500,000
missing. ~ Three-quarters of the
homes and property in South
Korea have bheen  destroyed.
Eight million of a population of
22,000,000 are homeless. They
face this winter in shelters of the
crudest kind — tents, caves dug
in the clay, huts patched together
of scrap lumber and pasteboard
cartons.

Only onefifth of Seoul, the
capital, remains standing. Ap-
proximately 60,000 children wan-
der the highways in search of their
families, Cities and camps are
bulging with refugees—2,000,000
fugitives from the north and per.
haps an equal number who have
fled from battle areas in the south,
Nearly all are dent on relief
— when there is relief available.”

out the case. The salutary rule of the
English and South African courts,
whereby any comment on a case which
iz sub-judice is regarded as contempt
of court, is not applied in America,

Not only does the juryman read pro-
paganda concerning the case in his
paper every morning, but he is faced
with the prospect of personal press at.
tacks on himself, if he votes the wrong
way. (This happened in the Hiss case,
among others. When Hiss was first tried,
four jurymen voted for his acquittal,
which meant that there was no verdict
and a fresh trial had 10 be held. The
four jurymen were mercilessly pilloried
in the press. The second jury duly con-
victed Hiss).

These conditions have produced a
number of notorious injustices in the
E{aut. Perhaps the best known are the

laymarket massacre case and the Sacco-
Vanzetti caze. In the Haymarket case a
number of policemen were killed by a
bomb in the course of disorders follow-
ing on a strike. The man who threw the
bomb was never found, but a number of
left leaders were rounded up and tried
ou the most flimsy evidence. Four were
executed. Others, sentenced to life-impri.
sonment, were later pardoned by Gover-
nor Altgeld, who announced himself
satisfied of their complete innocence,

Sacco and Vanzetti were two anarch-
ists who were charged with murder.
Though politics had nothing ta do with
the alleged crime, their views were used
by the prosecution and by the press to
cieate prejudice against them. The
were convicted anﬁ executed uJIJmugf:
T.hei produced what appeared to be un-
shakeable alibis. Today it is accepted
by most Americart historians that they
were innocent.

Numerous other examples could be
quoted of the fallibility of American
justice in cases with a political flavour.
L may yet not be too late for world
opinion to prevent the last, irrevocable
step in the case of the Rosenbergs,
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“ Law of the Vultures™

YET ANOTHER VIEWPOINT

Dear Sir,

Your correspondent, E. C. Patterson,
is as ignorant of people as he is of lite-
rature. He displays a typically South
African “apartheid mentality” about
“the Africans”. He believes that they are
mysterious, different from ordinary
people, that *“the African” has a peculiar
group personality which is lively, cour.
ageous, joyful and happy. Because “the
African™ is not an ordinary person, he
can only be understood if seen “from
the inzide”, and this E. C, Paterson ap-
parently feels he has done.

The absurdity of this contention is
easily illustrated. What would we say of
a critic who denigrated one of Sarah
Gertrude Millin’s books about a white
South African on the grounds that *“the
European South African is not like
that” and that, while Mrs. Millin’s prin-
cipal character was thoughtful, kindly
and heroic, “the European South Afri-
can” is in fact lacrimose, abject, down-
cast and depressed ?

The fact is, though E. C. Paterson
may find it a startling revelation, that
the characters of non-white South Afri-
cans are as diverse and complex as
those of their white fellow-countrymen
— - and that fact is obvious to those who
do not regard them with colour-blinded

eycs. As it happens, Mrs. Altman has
chosen for her protagonist a sensilive
and intelligent man, peculiarly malad-
justed to the South African environment
which she depicts so well. She was not
writing about “the African™, any more
than Gorki or Dostoievsky wrote about

SUPPORT
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“the HRussian™, Dickens about “‘the
Englishman”™ or Howard Fast about
“the American” - she was wriling
about a man.

E. C. Paterson continues his error
when he argues that Mrs. Altman
imagines that Africans are “simple,
cagily beguiled, easily led and misled,”
whereaz in fact they are “careful, hard
tv convince, slow to act like working
people everywhere”, To Paterson, then,
not only “the African™ but “the work-
er” iz a type. Of course “Africans” in
the abstract cannot be pigeon-holed in
any such facile manner, any more than
working people can. But there is a suffi-
ciently large host of simple and easily
beguiled Africans to make their support
of Thacle's Society completely credible.
Country people who have come to town
are notoriously easy to part from their
money, to which the victims of the three-
card trick, daily zeen in the streets of
Johannesburg, give ample, though mute,
testimony. There is in South Africa to-
day a whole class of *“bed-and-break-
fast boys" who live by swindling their
fellow-Africans, sometimes paying the
police a retainer to gain immunity from
arresl.

The truth is that it is a rare gift to
be able to write about anyone convine-
ingly, even onesell. A good writer re-
guires precisely the ability to project
himself into the minds and hearts of
other people, be they millionaires or
sireet sweepers, young or old, black or
white or what have you. It is no use sub-
stituting a set of types or clichés, as
E. C. Paterson has done. If you lack that
ability. it iz best not to write. And not
to criticise.

Yours sincerely,

GUY ROUTH.
Johannesburg.

SUPPORT OUR ADVERTISERS
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Dear Sir,

1 wonder whether other readers had
the same experience as I had, when |
showed a friend the article on the use of

nupalm in Korea. His opinion was that
all forms of warfare are inhuman and

horrible, =o wh‘;' squeal about the hor-~

rors of napalm

I must admit that any war, however

just the cause, is repugnant to me.
ievertheless, | can see that for the sake
of the survival of humanity some limits
must be set to what is permissible and
what is not. Foremost among such
limitations must be the principle that
non-combatants, women and ::h':l-rln;n,
must not be gratuitously killed and in-
jured. Secondly, we can never tolerate
any form of killing and maiming which
is caleulated to inflict the most fright-
ful physical agony, as is the case appar-
ently with various gases and napalm.
Thirdly, bombing raids must have the
destruction of industrial war-potential
as their aim — not the senseless de-
struction of homes. :

There are probably other reasons. 1
feel there are probably arguments
against the limitations I have mﬁsltd.
and yet, whatever wars people become
entangled in, surely they do not want
to injure irremediably the human race
itself.

Yours sincerely,

J. CARLSON.
Durban.

Dear Sir,

I would like to compliment Dr. Njon-
gwe for his clever comment on the
value of an ‘educational’ qualification
for the vote. He hits the nail on the
head, when he says, “Can all this talk
of ‘*education’ be valid, when the hest
the European voters could do with their
‘educated” vote in 1948 was lo pul a
fascist government inlo power.”

Pretty smart!

Yours ele..
R.L.
Yeoville,

Dear Sir,

Generally 1 have enjoyed the changed
quality of “Fighting ‘lln k" over the last
year. It has Eevn a pleasure to gel a
mature analysis of the political situation
in South Africa and also information of
evenls overseas. But in the issue just to
hand you seem to have lost the balance.
Six whole pages were given over to the
queslion .;F ar and Peace, by a little
siretch, one could put the articles by
Anna Louise Strong and “Serendip” in
the same category, adding another three
pages. Too much, don't you think?

Yours elc.,

RM.G.
Johannesburg.

Too right! We're trying to do better,
— Editor.

Dear Sir,

The general election is coming closer.
I anticipate the Legion will fire big guns
on the ‘political' issues, such as Demo-
cracy, fascism, the Constitution, the
Defiance Campaign, Republicanism,
elc.

Might I suggest that you give us a
detailed article on the Cost-of-living. 1
believe that this is the political cancer
in the South African body. We ex-
servicemen and our families probably
have felt more acutely than these who
didn't join up the tremendous struggle
to make ends mect. How many people
can afford holidays? 1 think you could
help a lot by giving us some of the
figures, comparing c.ol. today with
wﬁ:t it was, say in 1948. We could use
such information in canvassing. 1 do
not think the ordinary man and woman
are so interested in the big political

arguments, as the political parties
imagine.
Yours ele.,
D. v.d. M.
Klerkedorp.

Watch our next issue!—FEditor,

PASSPORT
DENIED

OREA war veteran Dick Davis's try
for peace was not to the liking of

‘the U.S. State Department, which last

month denied him a passport to attend
the Congress of Proples for Peace in
Vienna. )

Davis vigorously protested the ruling
in a letter to R. B. Shipley, head of the
Passport Division:

“I am more convinced than ever,” said
the voung Korean vet, “that only the
people themselves can win world peace.”

Declaring that “I am a loyal American
citizen,” Davis told the State Dept.: “I
have just recently returned from the
Korean battlefront. [ had wanted more
than anvthing else to go to the World
Peace Congress and sit as an observer,

“1 wanted to see for myself what the
peoples of the world were thinking and
saying about peace . . . what they pro-
pose to be done in an effort to estab-
lish peace.

“It is with deep regret that 1 find
my government . . the government which
put me in uniform and sent me to the
battlefront on another continent . .
now places obstacles in my way and
prevents me from attending the World
Peace Congress,”

We wish to advise members and read-
ers that the Springbok hﬂ': has
changed its office address. new
offices are at: Suite 5, First Floor, So-
merset House, 110 Fox Street, Johan-
neshurg (between Rissik and Joubert
Streets). Postal address: P.0. Box
4088, Johannesburg.
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