
Wanted: new
•premises

for SA's
real history

DefI'T1<t Fa"",) ~nd the for­
lifK'<! villag... of Mul um­
bani.OO MUlde in Vffid.?

By conlr,.t, Fresco••
01"" listo:l smlle of the sites
whleh h~" e beeo pro.
da imed " aOonal munu­
",ents, includ ing a now
barren piece 0/ ground
whe", the h<l1.L.;e in whkh
Cenenllouis Bolha. one<'
. tood and He nd ril Ve.­
woe,d '. house at Ik>Ity' .
8.l y (kno wn as "Bl• • • 'n
Bielji,,"), which, said
F.....cu •• "i . reputed to
have b••n designed in
t q61 by • man b<o llu
knmvn as t.... 'a",hitt'ctof "p"rlhcid'".

But why all the fu" over hist"n,"l site"
ar>d IIIO......""'?A=rd,ng to rht.- edik>r 0/ It.>
]oImtil1 of A"'<'tI€8n !f1S1<ry, DaVId Thelen, ,t
is bKaU>oe bulb men",ti... and monuments
aN Cl'IIlr.1 to t"" way in whkh prople make
.....'" of the world

-n.. proct."'" of """"mt...ring and Itw co....
It1lt of our 1llI'IfIOI"i", a", our way. of d,'fir>­
ing who we an: in the p"""'nt . of framing
cl\o;cet for the luluI\', of finding 5<11"", Imm
lmmfdiaw troublos. of build mll ",mpo:len«

HISTORY

II memories li re Important and help us to define who we are
and where we come from, how should history be remembered
bVSouth Africans an<! Jusl whose stories should be told?

.nd conf iden,e . s Interprete..
•nd portiapan," in our rveryrday
rela~onshi p': he So' id.

The len . rgoed tllat monu·
ment . cou ld be used in
v.riou, wa y. - to . how how
di fferent people or group'
"'tlIl'TlIboT the Jail\(' event diff.....
ently or to show how the con ­
stTucti"n of me m" ri e. have

ch. nged <>VeT time. For "",mpl<-. th<: battle of
little Big Hom in the United Stot.... should
be shown from the f"'T'l""'ive of both the
eav.lry and the Sioux. or. monument at the
baule 01 Blood Riv.... ,~ould show how the
lrekktf5.nd the Zulus e'pmt'lI~ the battle
differently.

At .11 time s when remembering .nd
rel'onstructing the past. said Thelen. qu....
tion. must be ",ked such." wh"t is being
retain"".nd what is beinl\ forgottm, what is
noI induded .nd wh.t is nol ...pla it>l'd ,

used to be • century . go,
Out lor th.-"" .ctively "-,,,king to under­

st. nd more .bout how jollannt"lburg was
shaped Gold R..-f Cily ;'; "loo insubstanha l",

Aro>nling to K",. ito past i. ",,>JIhing trot
un helpful - ple....nt bot irrelevant.., Gold
Red City allow. os to Tl'1•• in the village
squaTI', but it doe',n ' t ""plain to us how we
lost our ",.1 squ... in tbe ....1city it daitM
to "'P=l."Its duplicity g"me with history
, nd aot t>coticity amuses ou, initial int"""t
""I it patron;""; US_ offeri ng 0.' triol:t'ls and
cur i". ,nd whi msical glimpses int o .o
. nnonymou. , monochrome past, edged with
broekie \act,, '

just cheap imitation?
the past _ bu t .Iso boc.use it ,otIcouugt"l
pa~vity", She says Gold Reef Citys ra-<J is
"a pa$l without """'pounds or "'l':"'S"tion",
The role pl.yed by black. in the gold mining
ind....uy .. hUle IlIOn' than hmted at and the
bL1<k>.t Gold R..-f City.re """tly "happy
" 'ngsleTS, music-m.kerl; . nd dan""",,", The
version of history pnsen led makes no 11\I'1I­

lion of tho- I'I'Slriction of """,,-,,,,,,,,t on black
llline , no hint nf "'p.......ion, e,ploitation ,
loneIin fe.r or mutil.tion,
~,says Kroo, vi";t" ... to Gold~

City du show an int""'" in the past and how
the living cond itions h.ve cha nged . nd
appear to w.ntto le.rn OIllA' arout bow life

Challenge to
heritage industry

SOM E might say ir s histoTy up for
..Ie, oIh"", might be more ao:omroo­
dating .nd "'U...t th.t at l~ast it is

"",king p""ple lhink aboutthetr past"""" if
it's not ""Ii...ly accurate, but wbat",""r w.y
you look at il. !hi' "helitage llIdustry" is big
bus;n..."

In South Afric•• prime e..mple i. the
r.pidly de" eloping and hig hly success ful
Victoria and Alfred Watcrlrunt (which has
""",yed an lim.ted six mIllion vis,ton; in
the last lwv y !. But just what picture of
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