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The peace that descended on KwaZululNatal

when the Inkatha Freedom Party finally

decided to participate in the election Is still

holding - more or less. tt has a chance of

enduring - more or less. Political scientist

ALEXANDER JOHNSTON examines why.

I
N " sen",. Ill<' m",' Im port.:u1t """I.. o f
t il< <I..,tlon In KwaZulu/ N.tal .,. th.t II
took plol<'" 010 11 .nd ' hat lhe I....... 01
endtmk'1oIm<.., ,,'hKh h., pla gued lhe
"'8lon I,,, "..a" drOJ'l"'d 10 . lm""

nothing 101 'h~ duration " I vollng and
counti ng. 1tl the hght 01 It><- 13c't>, It I'
",,,,,,,,Iy " ' I'J'I'' 'lng ' h at rel,.f " the
prroo mlnam emotion of both winn." and
k",-"" In the rollt..1

lhl, ""'... 01 ha,j n8 drown hack !rom ,he
brink I' t""kl<'1n by th..."n'mv=y uWl
aJlegc'<l .,~e;1 1ijl"' 8 hy 1~ ln l<.ttha Ftt'C'dorn
""ny \lFP) In are", " nd... II>mntr,~ a n,l th e
IUfhdlc~jO/l of Ih~ I;:w"'-"I" 80""", ,,,enl. 111<'
AM" in ,he "1l'on "ekarly dlVl<led "w, thf
""'"'" with Ml<llanih leader Hany G...ala and
condl<1.>te (Of regi""'" preml... JoI<'Oh Zuma
",,,Ing fOIlt,odl<1<>ry " . """eIla .1>"",11"
do;g''''' 01 vig"''' with wh ich t~ malt..,
, I"",W b< ru"".'<I.

It I' certain.~r, that Z"",,, ',,,,,,.,
I",e ha, Ihe badlng of ,h. A~C 3' na"onol
,.,...1, Indeed, It "dillintit to "":0,'" til<'
10 ,1.,...,....., Iho, to, ,he ANC Ieader>tlip al
nallonallevTl , Itl' ...,,,,,,,1 of Kwalu lufNa' al,
uIltalned by whalo=< "",am , I' all aewpt" I'"
pnee ,t> pa~' 10/ l"'ilC'I'. Th;, may make ..nw
In I..m, ,,( ""II'-'!Wl. b" . II " an InJlJ.' pieioo'
""8l n" I" 8 10>< d<'mocracy.

Th. IFP', ", h i,,'... men' 01 an '",.....11
maiOl1ly In 1M "'II"'" I"""" a numb., ,A
"'''''..''n8 and dlffi<;u!' polillull q",,,,lons
Among , Ilem, " 'hal " il l the IFP """orne?

Tll<N: wlto ~"" "wie'<l . rt<! wtl1ten .t:>ou,
' hI' movmll"Ol in"ariahl~' ,d<~ I" II< hyl>fid
noture.ln uno ,..poet. ' '''' IFP I' a patly (~

"'hili< mot>iIi",tlon. making ex"n,l"" u" 01
h; >tory--.15-mylhology to rally ' ''I']X'JI ,n , h.
IKe 01 ,eal 01 Ima~,ned th roat> to c~, I IU ' "

klenllly, 01 "". n Itn Ih. <'}"",~ It,,, m ' ,



n~... u, ,~ "'od~1 'M rlhnk group', phl"lcol ~">I<"'''',
A' 1M .., U""', tho 1Ft' II&>olw~ "WoK-<! '0 ",hn~ mt"""to

wh k'h .... patl'l<rmlp "',h. 1>1• •:k poIl'lcaJlIl()YOlIIffi'''' _go""m
IlWO'\lmm, In ".hill'y . To 'hrIn.tI>t IFP ho> oIkrod • foolhold In
Mrk:&n I""fIUIu pol'tICI ""hout 'M ~utlonaryho.u"lI" , lui c. rnt
" 'lIh 'M ...."'C In oddtllon. ,11< Ino",,,,..,n Olhnle pmonillQ._ ....
ol"" }"ppoaIfd to~ ..-h,,,,, who.~ lIIml~ wi.h
AInr.", _ lhoy .~ In -_ IIona.I' .....~ and I"'b

II Mo borIl ea.y 101_up","", diflorinll <'(11'1...........10:> ...... I
............. coaInlM. To -... ~Jtlm~ ,he .n.a la1 .hallho '»_ "'"
t l-., 'iC w.. """"'lthlO_thnn~ . buI now _a.dIWo
.,. _ of-"" _ bt pul lnp..;.,.

Tht po*in ofaollural u.""'."andthr.........my d<.orty
.......t wdI enough '1UOUIh porlO<b of bi&h polilQI ..tkJw-
Io'Yd aYiI ..... ,. ..••Tt..,.- do _ "'""" a ....,., two< b
lIO"'"""'"" of .._ally dMn< and potibally~
P"1"~_ In I part/J' ....... t,_'<l ......." • .OD lho _ hand.. •
~bt~b 1lw1F!' lO~lhoeduu< J*"'"
oltqo:ohr.- ........... _ _ .....,....1, -w..-rYoftodri-.
In:<' "''"J'riW and _Gu••G~ ....", thl!......w """
bt:u>wio" ""'" In.popu&or "'-.

Thr IFl"1. l< .......,*'~ l'!' tI>t.iO.~
imporlorM """'"'" by"'" lulu rnonudIy in '" pouftIir _
"'_p" "-i, In II-., Io,",,"«<,>of~ lho """'"""'"
urno: ",bt,tw Ill", ""'" tmpclfQn< awl. Tht IFP w.. ""'_In *"
.,...,..,"'" of 'ho klna'. 1rnpJnono;t'. Tho ....'OC C1lt1<Juct...t ••...., and
f'Iob<>n.., <nurnhlp ,..-hk'h ",,,,, ....... ...my trlod tho ponnx~of
....... of'" ". """' '1 11'"'''' at --.1Oy.lI__ 1n1lu<1ln
""'" dim" p.ny polMl<.1 ~iI""'-

.... b<fjt, ....tl<'!' 0( rounly Inmll"". j, ;, d iffi<u il '" goa.... horn •
d ',,"n<'l' whot ",iuu", 01 ,,,If·'n~t. Idmhlp _ baLan<'l' of P""ft In
(Mi••.., !"Jft'O"t" rt'latk"'\hlp'.he king" un_ . wda,1OIl _h
tho Itl' and It> It-odo-t *' .-. llut, tn • ""''''. ,lit~ b "mpl<,

A> Iunll " 1M kln~ tw. a "lta.ln i<"'ol pil III<' min i" .....nd • • k"'8 a.
!hat COOtlk-t comb!.... hI> prlVt~ """"" .nd ",,~ ..~gl.....
""h ht1n~ , II<' 100<1<1 of . pam.... poIlt",., mo..."...>1 In "'It , .nd
"'1"""'" p~lttn. tho_rdJy k I .,..,.. paltlol. U" 'hnoo
cim .rn\lOtla:ll"h.onJtr. II b diffICUlt '" """. cil...... of
l(...zutll/N.llOl who .I? nol ""'m""" 0( 'M IFl' .-on ..-aard 1Ol\A
Goo<I>o1JI Z....lth'n1 .. · thrir" monafdl.

Sacred roots
of secular IFP

I' t'j.Il~ tad thol tbr ...."iC ......
• • .-p; _ ...... 10 thodrvd-

o p..~., 0 ' Ink.I" . w h~. II wll II n l
IMandwd by (......~hu__d

loa m. 19101-
UoopI... dftop ftOOn'_ abou• ......una

_hi" Itw banl1Bbn .,--. and • poobIl<
....... ... Il'faB,oI ... _ ...yItaI<ac 10 do IOtIh

" I .. I•.•~ AM In ui.., ._ 11K dft h loa ' 0
... .. d nanau.... aII ...... __...11< ......._

__ ltaf _-... - 1ndlodInll 1nUlha.
.\«onlu' III,. II... AM: _ dl:ku,.l0", wfth ...U .-z.1 .nd
~ hi.. '" _ InUt,," u ladu, • laahl cad ...-
-"I t had Iwotn "" " p In 1921 by IIW bdu _fa ... I....
Iimo !inlo_ "' llIn~.

Thl> II. ""n.....ed by AN(; WIll.. Muk ..Ian died in ull~ In
london I " !'OlI9. In hi. ',. n" . nd ' h""g h . ·p ro. .." ' n ll bn<,"
Goo,""""",_n: C""f Wh" A~ A.f<'IaoIoo.

15 0 O,wo,uc. ,~ Ao ,,, ~

A ....-ood ond <)u..,ly I?"" '" q"""lon mtl«'m. t ho: prob/t'm 01
In'<'II"Ul\A tM two pam of lhe .- 0?Il~"'. TMr< I.. "'~OO;Y 01 mUl'h
do"",, " .Uoho"o'ion be<woo:n ,ko ·whl'~ · pro>1n<'l'ond ,ho Iiorn<-WII1
No-vmhr""" Ionnidobl<'<tift"""""" ....... jn . A.1dr from ,11< 5lOlk
..-onomk I..... 'ho' I(woZulu .. ..,.,y- much 1""""'• ..,.,y- muct. .....
<lc'Y<'Ioped , nd """" p""""'" thAn Nolal. ,,- " ,ho q.....ion of
poIi.kol cuh"",.

Tht pol!nl:al ru""'" of UIundI k lhal .... 0<><'-p0rtY~ 10<1<:poll""" Ii_, orpamabiin and ul""""" Q ....01 polilbl
partan_ -"1; biir9Lo"", ..... borIl howd "",h tho party.~
...........11' IoKn, In~ ftxm 01 t latk~.. I'tllI<'t. .....__h

............... "'" rqordod .. impom.ol
ThIlo poIIllUII <:UIIaar<-wuId ......." .....-. , .... t><nIp~ of •

~ em,'" pannaont and .., Ilw bonnoI ..1ma:~ to •
h" .._,....... pop.aIation. ....._.- P"'J" ...... ."..., iOU_
~ IF!' rqIonoI~ fr.Rbn'"__ will tao~
by mI<c.od p>W<'I---.n&. • .......-~ ..""rmJM'hrbo:
......,.. ..-mmnu.....~~powon.

nae... ...... dIaamlton<n. and ....~ <1I1I<"ftTliiill .......
dMn< poplIa<;on In ~ «<>a.." , . will .......
t1.m..... IdI.., itIi ...p .<1I 'tw IF'.

Th_ f"'!4ll*~ tIarnud>....
• Ilw poIIlUl wInan: ... U\un<II will nlrnd ................. """"" of

tho ...... """"',
• wIdor """"""" of poIIliaIla"""'1l andh~ .......un!>'" puhII<;

odin............. will ....... tlattmt-fvnlrilthrou&hout t.... rqicn .. tho
old hoandond politial~,,~l'!' lho drmon<b of . .... ""'
~oadrr.

• · I(w~· _ ·N.... • will (tlntln '" tao '* /0l<Il>_~'"
...,tt... ""tt. ,II<' Iormn runnnwl\A IF!' Ilt1 whleh. by v1mc 01
'" nu~ prq><>ii<lero",~. willl""'ido u.. bun r.-o <;nnltnuing Ifl'
.....1"'...-.

11>< [0.. of t h.... ac=onu.. " ,hr .-no.lllkrly. at In.. In Ih<-
ftIr..-.~ htlul?, and It " n JltI"lhi. tho ' 1"~U.t' ol.npart.....
will .... I.. uIIIIl)'. On n.. Ol h tun<\. , II<' dh0 l'l""~"'-" <~ '*" lurr
jull 'ldl<toonoll,,,,,, ht1~ proo.1n<~and "",-,.rod will m.ke th i'
~norion. dttflcul, ont' '" """""'. •

AIrUl",*", 1oIt~1_ " ...../tJ/t 10«_ j~ lito~ '" N I,""
~Ur '".....,RI. DaIrNn

MI. _11w ....'IC fdIl1 ..... ..........A1I' -..01 ... build .
dt " .......'k """ ._.., ... lhe tounI~ boo d1D!<'1ed
... tbr pIIlt! '"~ ..._ by ltaf ......... In to Iar ..
l :hlc-f lIut~k.d . ...... d ..pIo,..,el .. h•• ,Iat AS C conUd........ a
'do • •• llc~·. h< •• i .......... . I~II_ ...
dtooI wfth blea-·

.... """'" tlar<a ""I(; .... lIdolit. . ... Ial~ 011..... hmbo. wlao
raboed IbM ..... -or -w "'" -no ·Un lorNnatdy. ....
lolled "'-"1'" O1ii"0WIl pcop. "' ...... _ tbr .........~·
.... lnb<...... dao kind 01 "'II nio-a wanIi'd,. _n,
I.. Ih~ G ndt'ntandobl~ . nll.... h y of ....n' n' _ . c ,.dt'I__ w"'" """~ .. _ 1"3 .....hln IIw ........-

11w t.o>k of --UIina Inu".. 1_ fool. on Goo......
_ -.:I hlm_ ..1ao ...... hull< In u .... .. . P"""'"1 .........
haw f..- __ ....... thor kind ... _ nl..llnn .... laaa.l -
aU..d, .. ..._I tor tlw _ 1l,,'1nii of ..... pcop. In lhot
coun".,.-.·
"""u, .... llat ....'IC _ ..1ft! lui"""''' "' ..--..pUt~ "l ulu>

onlr· oi l lCiblUIy d ...... In In u.' ....·' orllflnol """,' i 'u' lnn• • nd
!ol101a morn .... 1977 "'I'W)' .. h k h Iound U.., so ..."",n' of
Inkal"" "'PJdlfl . abo '-ktd lhe ANC .


