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People were hurt, admits unlikely star Wessels

DE PUTY Foreign Minister Loon Wessels Jooked like an un

likely star in the line-up of prominent speakers at the “South Africa
in |ransition

But in many wavs he was: admilting to government policies hay-
ing “hurt” people in the past, calling on whites to identify them
selves emobionalllyv with Africa and become truly involved wiath its
successes and failures, and showing concern and understanding for

COnIeRenCe

those who distrust his government.

e tall former Afrikaanse Studentebond president cut a sincere
and humble figure before an audience made up mainly of tradi
ticntal “'enemies"" of the National Party, many of them AMNC and
MM leaders

It was the tirst ime a member ol the government had appeared
an ||||'.'~]|L |1|.|II-L-||:| with a member of the ANC (recently released
Kobben Islander Jettrey Hadebe) and also the first time the cabinet
had accepted an invitation to participate in an Idasa conference

Mr Wessels soon showed that his presence was nol a token ges-
admitted that his personal “journey into Alrica™

Meet needs of
disadvantaged,
conference on
transition told

furce. Ha had
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and, to a lossel

THE political transition process in South
Africa could casily be deralded if some of
[l material |=x|'1'1:.|li|:-rla iif the disadvan sHOn -
taged sections of the community were not Such anomalies,

met in the short term

exbent
ments and actions of the progressive oppo
in the current pre-pegotiation phase
1l was IL-Ir_ I.'-.l.l!_!ll._] T

started only very recently
took his first steps o freedom from Victor Verster prison. Wessels
was watching the event on television in a countrv elsewhere in
Adfrica, That visit was an eye-opener, he said. He realised that most
whites were only physically in Africa and that they still had to
learn how they can constructively be part of the continent,

o the same dav that Melson Mandela

BT -..Il.'llll'!:'- iinister rounded off s performance hj, spontane-
ously offering, to some amusement and applause from the audi-
ence, to hold the microphone for co-panelist Jeffrey Radebe (a com
pliment Radebe returned during question time later)

In response to questions from the audience, Wessels said it was
very gracious of the “other side” to bury the hatchet and forgive
past fmistakes, bul it wiould be L|-||1|1-;r-|'~:'||d1,:|1'1i1,|- tor the govern-
menl W gloss over past errors,

“We have to talk about the past if we are going to talk about the
tuture. That 1s the only way we will discover and rediscover each
other, No matter how well intended policies were — people were
hurt in the process.”

Deputy Foreign Minister Leon Wessels holds the
microphone for Jelfrey Radebe of the ANC.

also 1 the state- normal” world of conventional |1:|I|LL..'_-H;
[he mext Il-h.l'\-q' i bransiion I.il"'F"I.'I'I-.‘l'-\. ke
a very large extent on whether the govern-

ment and its potential allies in transition

[his w ATTHINE alludine also to the need to
rive the masses reason (0 have Eith in the
||l.':'|l.l|:..|||l.lll process, was one of the key
messages from the “South Africa in Transi-
tion' conference hosted by [dasa o Port
Elizabeth in Tune

Several speakers, among them noted aca
demics and trade unionists, pointed to con-

tradictions i the government's approach

bale the public confusion, lear, bewilder
ment and anger normally associated  with
periods of political transition
Also emphasised during the
were
*The government’s determination Lo
control as Far as |~||-~.i:|'-||_- the negotiation

debales

DT SN,
Fhe need tor unbanned organisations to
be ready Lo participate and bargain in the

can consolidate the process in the centre,
contain. opposition on the perimeters and
'!"L':_‘Lzl'l Loy share In.ﬂ-p-*-:l'-ilﬂlltjn.' For managing
the process away from domination;

Ihe uncertainty of the outcome of at-
tempts to liberalise and democratise South
Lfrican sociely;

* The fact that South Alrica was not an
‘exceptional case” bul could learn from
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