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Vote: teenagers denied
a human right?

Could it be that In another few

decades from now, we might be
amazed and embarrassed that we
did net think It - nermer'jer chll·

dren to heve lhe vole?

' It Is difficult to loki thissilJy bu,;"e.;~

wy ",i~">ly:

·Such Q libeTty has never!wn recog­
.ised ;••nycivil society. I (o" ,Ui" il .

d"8m,,:

R
ESPONSES to Nel""n Mandela' , call
in May 1993 for the votmg age to be
owere<! to 141 No. They are , in fact,

,o mment s made 150 yea rs ago to th e
Governor 01 the Capt' in rrsponst' to the sug­
gestion that the vote be""tended to women.

A brief analysis of reactioll5 to ""'nd.la's
call as report~d in the media - ffo~t-page

....ports, f•• ture articles. editorial,_ I~tl~rs

from readrn; - confirms the similar.
ity in type and lone to the "'dction
over a century .go 10 the ide, of
voWs fo..- worn....,.

Outrage, derision, mockery. Jist>.>­
lief. disgu.st g,<,<,ted Mandela', caU,
<IS the up' Times. nr" ArgllS. Weekly
Moil "nd SQ.th show: "deeply dis­
turbing"; ' such a suggestion would
not receive serious consideration In a
civilised rountry" ;"a ploy"; a major political
embarrassm ent" ; "a bsurd su gges t ion" ;
"Only 14-year·<>1ds will take him seriou,ly";
"Iudi,rous"; "beyond serious contempla ­
tion' ; "lhe idea is nonsense" : ' Mand ela is
crazy"; '1Iorrifit'd"; "in..,;ponsible".
Carloon~ and jokes ab<,'und - stem.>lypical

carloons of what look like English school.
boYI m nning wild in dassrooms, babies in
plaY!"'ns, commenls like "Pimple Pow.... ,

Similar hilarity and scorn were a leature of
the reactions to proJX""ls for the vote to be
exlended to wo men. Spe.king in the suf­
froge deba te in the House of Assembley in
1920, J X M<Triman opioo:l : 'The more you
re,J of the accounts of England. (he more
you "ad of the d oings of those un,ext'd
women who are rambling about the roumry.
the"""" you feel enxious about the futu", of
dvilisation. Modesly and Purity apparen tly
~a"" fled 10another planet."

Two upe Tim,.. ed ilorials are pubcularly
In t......ting in lhis regard. On 30 April 1'121
on" pronounced lhat "be<:ause of ~ difft'l'ellCe
which no laws and"" amount of edu'arion
OT intelligt'l\ce can ever change, women are
no! fi tit'd for voting" Some 72 vears later. on
15 Moy 1993. another declal'l'Cl 'thal "a leader
of MTMand ela', stature can only weaken hi,
own posit ion by sponsoring a lost cause, The

sooner the whole episod e is forgotten, the
better".

This killd 01 comparative approach ,hows
up the rather smug comfortab lene.. and
. rrogance that .....ms to be a feature of most
of the ",actions to Mandela', call.

Of cou..... the "ex!"'rts" are w~...It'd in ­
imporl.nt political commentators, psycholo­
gi'l' , lrachers, c~ild"",', experts , A psychia­
lri,l con, ulted by lhe Argu, ..id ". \4-y..'"
old does no! havethl' intellm ual maturity to
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make a rational d""ision aboul how to vole"
and a psychologi'l agrred : "It i. generally
accepted lhat a pen;on of t4 is 1\01 mature by
any stO'lch of the imaginati<)TI and cannot be
reg arded as in for med or sophisticated
enough to have the vote,"

"h !",rts" also pronou nced women unfit to
vOl. on (l1e ba.is of their inferior intellect and
lack of maturily. Wriling in the London Tim...­
in 1921, Sir Alm roth E Wright warned thaI
"no doctor can ewr I"", ,ight of lhe fact lh~t

the mind of woman is alway, llire~tenedwitl1
danger from the reverberations of her pl1ysio­
logical emergencies ... it is with .uch thoughls
th.( lh. doctor Icts hi",yes rest upon lhe mili­
tanl suffT~gi.t . He cannot . l1u t th. m 10the
f.ct 1l1a t tl1".. is mixed up with the women'.
movemt'l\t much m.ntal d isorder",

In his book, "Esca!'" from Childhood: The
~....ds and Right s of Ch ildren", John Holl
reminds u. thaI child hood i. not a natoral
,tate bul a ra ther recent invenlion. A pas­
siona te advoca te of child ren'. righl., he
laments "alilhose attiludes and feelings, and
. Iso cu.toms alld law" lhat put a great gul f
or barrier belween th e yo un g and lheir
eld.rs, ~n d lh. world of the ir eiders; thaI
make il d iffi'ull Or impossible lor you ng
people to make contact wilh the larger .od­
ety a",und them, and, even m"re. to play
any kind of active, responsible, useful part in
it; that lock the young inlo eighteen yea" or
more of subserviency and depende ncy, and
ma ke of them a mi. ture of ex!",n,i\'e nui­
, ance, fragile treasure, slave and ,u!",r-pel".

Holt ..)'5 tha t one of lhe most importa.nt
right. tha t .hould be a" ailable 10 the young
i. the righ t to vot• . " II i, Ii"t of all a matter
of jusl ice. To be in any way subjecl to the
laws of a sociely wilhout having any righ t or
way to say whal those law. should be is the
mosl serious injustice,"

He add. tha t "the possiblity of voring will
,timulate an interest in ,'oling. The poss ibil­
ity 01 t'Xcrci, ing responsibilily draws people
toward, it",

Marlin Hoyl•• p"i nt . out in "Changing

To Pa!1" 20
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Tough choices:
Wuthering Heights
or picketing
in the rain?

The eountTy', lirslleachen' Ilrik,_1n

the Western c.pe - Ncl ft. Ilghl"
moments. 'Ranll and file' Sadtu rnem­
HI" ZARINA ROSSOUW (Iefl) recall.

.vents from the~ ectlon.

Ch ildhood" th. 1it w., only in th. 17th cen·
tu ry th.1 thP co nce pl of child h<><>d .ro,e
which , I....sed inn(l«1lCe.nd """"k_,.nd
bee."", linked with II.. id.... of ...bscrvimcc
ord~, Nol ing tN' hiotOlic. lly chilo
dren h.ve MIl involved in polilic.1issues,
1w ...Y" INt 01 ".11'1'P,,_d lI""'l'5 irl!<>ct­
tty, chik" .... N ....pm..1'5 tlw N rdcst t.,.l iro
......mns t!wir riShl 10equ . lity. h>digNtion
is o,..,, "-rr-t IN ' womm or bUck.s .....
lre.tcd likechildrell.l>ul no! ooollen . hoot
dtiId...............1ed llw w.y tlwy __.

In -nown with Childhood", Shulilmith
~ "-pWm how tlw firbofI of doikI­
hood p.or.lle-In the fl(lion of fC'll\ illilli ty.
Ilodl """'"" and dtild Wft!' COO ' l ltd
.........1. nd Ihus - I"' tN n "'""- n..;,
inferior staNt"''' ilkoncoln:l Und....11

cLaOOn. "~ ...hilr both Wft!' CllMid­
.....J .......t.11y deficitnt. n... pcdcstaI of ad<>­
r. bon on w1IidI both ...... wt made il Nrd
for tIwm 10 bmthe,~, bta...... tJwo
das. opf"""iofl of ........... . nd children is
couched in ,he ph r• .cology of "cu"- i, i>
much hud... to fight than "f'"'I OJ't'iCZion.

A fiNl simililrity to Ill. in~ rouJd
be r"lIed the pruphtoci<os of doom. the predic­
tion, (If to t. 1rh, ,," th., pt't>pl. w.m wOlJld
be th. in evi"bl . r..u lt of . uc h ". bsu rd
notions " bel nS t.ken .eriou.ly. Cont.m·
I't" " y ....d Tt' w.mt'ti frum the right that
"' h. blach c. lIing for thP vot . lor 14·
y...-old. bee.u,," they want to m. Xc Soulh
Alric. u ngover na bl. " • • nd from Ihe lfft
(Az.!"') tlwl "we mu.t l ind a w.y of a«om­
mo,hting th. youth whil.nol . nd ing up
with . _ 'Nt couldlw.lk- ... . 11· .

The monslef th.......ming to .wallow tJwo
Nlion iro Ul17 ....os "pdIiro.ol~.

A lew _n liItcr in 1891, Sunud Smith, MP,
w.os ....ying: "If ~ aboondon tJwo caution of
tJwo AngJo-Slo_ ran'. and plunge _ wild

~ino."I!I Ii~ _ '1 $U/fr;;>gt'. I mud!
,""r tNl dooR do l"l will bcf.U this N lion.
and that dw~ t.bric: 01 Ct'fIturics will
_ lOils b lr.

How woukf ~ ..... lhingo lor child.....
10 h.o.... dw ......? How. lor eumplc, --.iId
it d Ied the 1,lu.lion .rod. proble-ms.nd
no't'tH 01 tJwo 1m milborl s1,..IdIild..... in the
-.ricf if !how in I""""'" det-ded on tIwm
forthrir_?

Coold it he that _ don't nl 10 let chi1-
d ..... '«lIe for the ................, didn' t
..·.nl to let WOfllf'll vol.? Tha.t w. nt 10
k...p chi ld ...n os.n opp......-d, disenf..n·
chi.....-I ·do.."? Could it be thal iro another III
y..... from now, w. mighl he .nuzed .nd
.mbarrasS<'<! th.1 th.Tt' ro uld h..·• been a
time that pet,,,le did not ronsider it "righf '
•nd "no"""l" ("r childrt'fl l<> h. ve the vote'

"'"". ~hn'... t TI,... w .... h• •
d""....... " h 0" .hild n·. rishl• •nd

. hlld ..... in rou....

\i...< ~ '~~
• •• •
I ••

, -1-, , :,. ,.
THIS is the Iirslli...... in .Imoot six yu...

that 1 h.ove wnl1m .nything not Tt'LJ·
ted to $CIIooI...orl (prcppins. st"Ihng

. "" m p.opers,"cl .nd I've iu" ""h....-l how
difficult it is. As I' ve .......,. claimed to be.n
int.lIectu.l. this vi...... nf the leache...• strike
callt'ti by Sadtu nn M. y 24 i< as_n through
the "Y" of • r. nk and (il. Sadtu "",mller.

Wednesday. 19 M.y
s.J1~ .. t. _in" firs' ;n'mwl. liw.ry: Th.
call to lhik. hao t-n rMde A... we going to
. tr ik. or nol? Whot d o w. do . bou t the
I"'pi ko? Can ~ go on otrik••nd .till be in
our do~1 No. th.or s " chooll -.iow... not .
smke, romr.odto' C..........~ -comrades",
......... not "mi>o" (11( os;," "'y 1<Jngt'r.1

Comr.d .... in •• rml of tJoe qu lion of
smbog« not. bcouw_ obei' 01.
union. _ h.o.... 110 ad 110 our uniocI's calf
But rom ~ Ilftd II..... 10 d imrsos this
...... I__~ IOkn 110 tJwo Nbilol di5<'u:s6ing
~"I. I lhinl lime .... run out ....... can
we ..ach ron.....lu. ? I f we 50 on . Iril.,
rem.,.,...... "no work. no f'liY· ' !Ju' whoot
.obout my suhoidy rom? Also~ tNt
~ on', CC\tt't". d '" wn h.o.... ""'J Qlft-

tKI with tJwo pupils. But on sIill tall to
thIem ?Not on edoc.o~ lIt'R 01 course.

Right . h.ove _ ronsensul. rom
chair? Gut h.ove lho I'OA (progr.mmt> of
Ktion. for I uninitiatt'ti iro Slruggb PNk)
for Mond.y? 7.3O.m ° picketmg in fronl ol
scbooI gat.-s; 7,55 .m _ IIWt't in the slaff room
(strile HQ).

S.lurd. y, ll M.y
I n0f'" our dem.nd m<l . nd thestrike

i. callt'ti o ff. I . ti ll h to compl. l. the
""Iu of love in Wuthering H.ights hefo...
the ht tu... ....m on Wt'tI nesd.y,

WiU!ho:n.- OIIl1 he.n ....m?

Sund. y. 13 M.y
A Ie.1ding Sunday N'WSf'lipt'l" ltas "'P"fIed

tltat th< "" lioNl s.dlU strike has t-n c.lled
off _ it st'l'lTl. ou r d.nund. h.ove brnl m<'l

{At 1... ,1 I con .1t...p for an extra 3Ominut",
lommonlw morning!)

Mond. y, 24 M.y
7,45 0,"' I'm met by "Teachc>r on Strike" plac·
.rd••1 1h< $C1lool got.... Wh.th hooppming'
l"m not on otriu . The new'POOP"'" ... id thai
th< lhile wao callod off!

:'00. (om. Ihar. Ih. pro blt' m - DO!'I'T
8EUM rae MEDIA!

n...~mot'I:i~ did not .odd...... Ihr
p' oolnns 0( the Weswm U p'" p.orticularf?'
l i.t'. the qt>eStionIoI r. lioNlisation and IC'­

lTc'rIC!I......IlI). s.dlu IWntcrn up'" regioal
decided to go.hHd with a striu in tIoftr.....

1don'I ......., I w.os f""C'l"i'1t't:I b sIIikc. bul
. ..... I rNd 1M ......p.opet' y"""..-d.y .ad-_.

1I". not • .,....eiotl of bring~ cou.
follow you r ron$Ci.roc• . Bu t w h. t . bool
C.tllcrint" lid tw.thdiK'
Your~, romradc._

10.00 . 111: Wh• • abou t Ih. Iil.....lure . ....
..-hedulod forw.d......u.y?

WNt (an 1do? Can'l l just spend .n hour
..i th my matncu LonlS? ,

Comrad.... lhi. i. ,,"riou. _ WE'R E ON
SlRlKEl

Send • d.\es.tion and • letter to the offi<"
requ..ting. 1't"lpnnem.nt of the "".m""·
tion! But wh.t if Irs n(~ , ucc<'SSful' Can 't I
ju.tlta... h.lf.n htJu. with them? Comrade•
tnat will b.- discu.sed .11.. tn. del.gatlon

~=


