EMOCRACY

IN ACTION

MONTHLY NEWSLETTER OF THE INSTITUTE FOR A DEMOCRATIC ALTERNATIVE FOR SOUTH AFRICA

--;.-}-___-

Jeremy Cronin.

| 2
Poets in exile . . . Willie Kgositsile and

JULY 1989

Writers start
journey to new SA

‘It is not heroic to oppose apartheid - it is nomal’

In many respects it was a case of the "gatvol”
meeting with the "gatkant” of literature in
South Africa. For four days with the Victoria
Falls roaring like an angry sea in the back-
pround, the writers talked, and talked — and
listened. The air was thick with Afrikaans,
eaperly spoken too by the Xhosa, Tewana and
Zulu veterans of the struggle

It was the Afri

kaans  writers In JLI""" IDASA
mainly who we ;
concermedd about
the  repetitive
"gatvol with the
svstem” refrain in
“white” Afnkaans
writirt, Thes otheer

conference at the
Victoria Falls in
Zimbabwe. RONEL
SCHEFER reports.

hosted a SA writers'

delegates —
many of them members of the ANC — repre-
sented the neglec ted, ignored and silenced
bt vibirant and liberaton, gatkant” of lite
rature in South Africa

tMany of them had travelled far, and long.
From Levden in the Netherlands came the
diminutive and delightful literary academic
Vernon February who left his home town of
Somerset West nearly a gquarter of a century
ago. From London, Wally Serote, the sober
poet who above all wants his fellow writers “to
dream™ in the struggple, Poet extraordinaire
Brevten Brevtenbach, his “tongue itching” to
speak Afrikaans, travelled from Berlin, A string
of “listed” and therefore (damn'} unguotable
delegates came from Lusaka, among them poet
lerermy Cronin, ANC cultural head Barbara
Masekela and poets Willie and Baleka Kgosi-
tsile. The rest came from south ol the Limpopo
They were black and white writers and acade-
mics, the majority of them Afrikaans-speaking

Their opposition to apartheid had brought
them together. But was that sufficient to keep
them together! Would the Atrikaans writers,
especially, be able in large numbers to throw in
their lot with the broad democratic movement

From London . . . Wally Serote in conversation with Cape Town writer Ingrid de
Kok and Stellenbosch academic Annie Gagiano.

in their search for the much desired “united,
non-racial, non-sexist and demaocratic” South
Africa? And if some of them should decide to
take a different route to achieve a new order?
Would that be acceptable to their new-tfound
friends in the strugele against apartheid?

Mot all the gquestions were answered con-
clusively. And more could probably have heen
asked. But first meetings with ANC members in
exile are emotional occasions for South Afri-
cans, regardless of race. And the reluctant
"oracle in Lusaka” also has an annowing [demo-
cratic) tendency to suggest that questioners
thrash out certain issues with the democratic
movement inside the country!

But some firm points were made and con-
ceded in relation to the state ot Afrikaans
writing the role of the writer in national libera
tion and the necessity of establishing an in-
clusive, truly representative South African
[iberature

As a starting point, some Afrikaans writers
said the four-day meeting had helped them to

shed some of their “feelings of impotence”
about the future of their country. The rising
star among Afrikaans novelists, 33-year-old
Etienne van Heerden, will never again accept
the Hertzog Prys, the prime award made by the
Afrikaans literary establishment. It (the Hert-
zof Prys) had to be demystified for me, and
that has now happened,” he said on our last
night at Vic Falls. Many of the Afrikaans writers
are already members of the progressive Con-
gress of South African Writers, and some of
those who currently belong to the more con
servative Afrikaanse Skrywersgilde said they
might resign if the organisation tailed to com
mit itself to the goal of a non-racial democracy
in the mear future

lThese initial responses from delegates seemed
to fulfil the expectations which the funders,
the Friedrich Maumann Foundation in West
Cermany, had of the event. In a message sent
to the conference, the toundation said the
gathering was “hlack and white and bound to
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WRITERS' CONFERENCE

Black woman’s voice too
faint in SA literature

The .-";""u{:' 5 a4 South -'ﬁhll;.]nrirﬁﬂn]mtlpn ﬂr:-rj1
don’t think the wdea of women's emancipation
comes naturally o South Afncan men,” one of
the ANCS temale veterans old the writers
gathenng

Morerslesl Mandla Langa seemexd Lo concur —
without conceding anvithing personally of
course “Yes, the Bible savs Eve was created to
mmister to Adam s e and many adhers
o that very dearly Tel T T

Woimeen & Liberalson was also an ssue i This
particular dscussion, the mamn focus of the
SESSION DEIng on e South
Africa. Al The Lea )0 infuriated — 1o puf of
mildly — at least one of thewriters of feminine
persuasion present. “Why are women allotted

WO wrilers

Antjie Krog and Wits academic Ena
Jansen

4 Senarale e Calegory as if {here were cerLam
Iitthe themgs only woimen whnbers would feel like
grscussmg' ™ tumed Antjie Krog. “Why s there
o man presEnt Do ome 3 nd esplarn whene ths
simpad sulyeC Comes Trosm”
When her anger had evaporated. the poet
trom the Fre State produced evadence of the
g SHeEnce i (Hmng rom bda k wormsen 1o e
tweld of poetry  There were signs that collectors
were gnorng the black temale poetic vwoece
Dul theesy abd sessrmesgd Do e an wenous uncker-
LDy, She Lo
She wondersod

aloud ] why the “doubls

oppressed ol notd use poetry today as a
survival strategy like heremy Cromn and
Breyvitenbach to survive imprisonment. ~If the
unthinkable happens. poetry can be that small
escapee, that gasp ol air that attords surnaval of
another day or wisek

O 5 1t possible that a woman's life can
experience such destruction, agony and on-
slaught that can render words impotent? That
survival can take place on such a debasing
level that the woman abdicates her power over
words, because she indeed realises that it is a
useless power.” Answers to Krog's questions
were not immediately forthcoming,

The ANC's most seniorn woman representa-
tive at the conference gave a brief outline of
1k MAESEITIENT L VIS O WOETeEn & ermiani i[’j-.-_'t

"ahe sl

|

tion which, she said was dealt with as an
mtegral part of the national liberatwon struggle
P.';-,lf_"h{ al siEps  wWene !u*lng takern o e ook
women at all levels of decison-making, and an
:'ITiltrJ'r'I.d.Inl' ACTonN Ty e OfF QU a svsiem may De
impiemented in the near tuture

But despite that, the tundamental work sgill
had to be done in the home. sawd Barbara
Kgosatsile, a poet working in the women's
section of the AN
ArEMa WNETe WiNmen & Cofaney LuEn ETH=S 0N VeTy
gusethy. i has nothing to do with organisatonal
polcies but that is what happens, ™ said Kgosi-
tsile

Replying to a question as to whether there
was a specihic role o women wri bers in a South
Arrican lferature, Kgositsile said women had a
unigque expenence “but they don't form part of
a separate so ey

Her role in literature should not be to

recreate what's happening in the labour ward
and in the kitchen. Motherhood should not be
held against b

Krog said a literature in which evervbody
sounded “like either a man or a transvestite’
was a neurotic literature. “A literature which
busies itsell esoterically with human life while
three guarters of its horizons are not granted a
decent existence, is a literature with no right to
existence itsell

She said In spite of a few attempts by nove
lists like Nadine Gordimer and Elsa Joubert,
literature in South Africa still confirmed the
law: the black woman does not exist. “4s a
widman writer | dame nod usurp the pr:n,'l‘lpn{: ol

The hiowme 1% 2 very prvate

.Jniimut-n'. miod wntd all swomen exist an The
literature of Southism Al A

‘Our role is
slogans’ sa

From Page 1
make a difference” to the conflict in South
Africa. It added that writers had a duty to pro-
vide crucial support to the community and to
stimulate constructive interaction. “Maost
peaple in the world wiall not come closer to the
pains and, more so, the potential of South
Africa than what is written,” the message con-
Cluded

Early on in the conference, 1DASA's execu-
tive director, Dr Alex Boraine, placed a crucial
issue on the agenda: “"We are all part of the
tragedy in our country — andwe can all be part
of the healing. ™ he said. “We all have a respon-
!«.lh||r1|. ol just o act agamnst ._‘Ij_'_l.]”hf"ld hl_,|1
also to builld a niew sociehy

This themes was later taken up by several
ceni AMNL members, who emphassed that a
new South Atmca
Aftracan literaiurne

like a new authentic South
Wil ot Cspning up
spontaneowusly. It would have to be built up
with the sweat of people. witers ;choced
Thiere was miuch APcEnsargg curmmg the Con-
terend e ot tThe role of e ariter on iataonal
lberatwen. Woulkd the strugele comvert creatnee
whTing into pamphleteenmg? Should woters
hawve sirategy mamials chpped To heir e
processors’ “ s the writer a strategist with a
plan, doing things acoording to reason =
riet o &l agent in the service ol national libera-
hon® asked Marlene van Nekerk, a literan
A colleague
teoim Wits, Wilhelm Lisbenberg who s also a
membed of the cultural desk of the Umted
Democratic Front, suggested that there may be
a probilem with the emphasis of the question
One s firstly a comrade in the struggle and

acacteme froim Wits U niversiby

thr'n # writer, | here 15 no direchive o wrilers
b borweritie, bt eather a nisisd to write from an
intormed position,” he said

ABOVE: Vernon February and Fanie
Olivier, poet and academic from the
University of Venda.

LEFT: Barbara Masekela, Essop Pahad
and Nic Borain, IDASA’s Western Cape
regional director and the organiser of
the conference



)t t0o make
ANC writer

Essop Pahad, of the international staff of the

AMNC in London, took it further. “There seems
to be a tear that it one belongs to an organisa-
tion it will stifle creativity,” hesaid, countering
that the opposite was true. "There will be no
liberation without struggle. There has to be
organised structures. Cosaw will derive its
strength from those whe participate in it

Breyvten Brevtenbach felt that white writers,
in particular, would benefit from participation
in democratic structures. “Whites are too a
large extent still immune to the testure of suffer-
ing in South Atrica. Organsational involve
ment has a tremendously i ilsing intluence
he said. His fel koww poet. Wally Serofe l]rﬂuf-d
that there was an inter-gdependence  between
writers and national liberation. “The struggle
EneEs wiilers oppodtunitu= to dream, bot of
must be a dreameng of reality it must be
located in the world

And haw OO wnilsrs whip work waittnn the

-"."-.{_- e e fobe? U oo |l lﬂlrl'l-.-l"l[g"d

FROM WRITERS'
FINAL COMMUNIQUE

““As wrilers together, from both
| Inside and outside South Africa,
intensely aware of our shared con-
cerns and deploring the way in
which our culture is impoverished
by our enforced separalion, we
commit ourselves to work for

- the unbanning of the ANC and all
other political organisations '
- the gofthestate of emergency
- the release of all PHH:.II prisoners
- the removal of troops from the
townships

- the abrnfll'!nn of all legislation
that illegalises legitimate political
activity.

“Entering the struggle is the
means of beginning to be a South
African. Ii is not heroic fo oppose
apartheid - it is normal."

s T =

LEFT: Breyten Braytenbach with fellow
Afrikaans writers and academics.
RIGHT: Alex Boraine and ANC executive
member Steve Tshwele,

BELOW: Jeanette Ferreira, from the Uni-
versity Zululand, and Hein Willemse,
from the University of the Western Cape.

Ohur rode & ol 1o makes !.lng.mt. bt to detimne
and propect the positive values wiach the mowve
ment represents
Ccelehrate our arhevements

Prot Ampie Coetree, of the University of the
Western Cape, olftered a sharply onibical view
oin the role of Atrikaans iterature as oo-deter
munator of the Alnkaner culture and the even-
tual rise of the ruling class. [ Andre P Brmk SUR-
gested that Cost 2ee's analviis was too harsh —
in Tall, amdast 4% Odevastabing as an SADF
rasd In spite of his cnbicsm. Costree cau-
tioned aganst excessive Linkering and pre-
il rlaﬂ.l'nf'f'll"\‘ﬁ 4% 4 wWay of pething -'i_rrlh.._';_ar'l-_'-
whnihing onto the night path. ~Perhaps the most
that can happen, s that we can carefully
attempt the reinterpretation and rewriting of it
— o N inko the context of 3 n..q_[.r:n,;]l I-.'!.IillUFE'

Writer and lecturer Jeanette Ferreira, of the
Unmversity of Zululand, urged Afrikaans writers
to take a close ook at themselves. ©1 am not so
sure how many Alrikaans writers are willing to
demystity their labour, to admit that their
writing is a calculated act, aimed at a certain
reader with a certain intention,” she chal
lenged. I think they can contribute by chang-
ing readers” view of what is normal, abnormal,
by redefining history, by writing about violence
in a different way J

She noted that thiswas already happening in
Afrikaans. From the Cape Flats and the West
Coast, a non-hegemonic literature was emerg-
ng. It takes its Afrikaans readers on a journey
through a tamiliar landscape, but highlights
ditterent historical places and makes the old
and familiar ones irrelevant. In this literature
the versis of Dhe Stem s i.|_1'|':|;|':|||=lm|*n1ql-d with
references 1o "teargas Hilling the lric blue sk
and. the “land ol our foretathers™ happen to
have been taken away by the “the law

ol Gl O0 Wik CRtiCise, wi

An Eaponent of This nesw penne was at Vi
Falls. Ds Patnck Petersen, of 51 Helina Bayv_ s
an unrepentant whiler of wihat a ortic has called

soniesse poesie | 1 he domanes motrvated. in
rousmE Alnkaans, why hes poetry was ot 3
gegil en geskresu”™ a8 the critics asserted. bt
[hee epalomee Of febevant writimg in South Atrca
Black poetry in Afrikaans challenges trads
bonal viess of what comtitutes |ierature and
M Ll
AT MiUst returm 1O the peopde and poetry
miLst retum ) 1D actnee envodvermsent in The mass
OemoCrat e moverment. 1T mast e gurte .;i-e;,'

what should be camorisisd

that poimscal imvolvement 1 unavoedable to
T 2% o Wit artest . IE o5 ol 8 fashooen Tao ot 1%
HTE impeortant

And what about standards, so often said 1o
be shppmg badly in “black™ wnting? Jeanette
Ferreira guoted Madine Gordimer on the sub-
ject: "As a tellow writer, | myself find it ditficult
to accept. even bor the cause of black liberation
to which | am committed as a white South
African citizen, that a black writer of imagina-
tive power, whose crattsmanship is equal to
what he has to say, must not be regarded above
someons who has emergid admirably
from political imprisanment with a scrap of
apper on which there is jotted an alliterative
arrangement of protest l.iuplﬂnd. Ferreira hier-
self added that “to frad oF to write 1n a non-
critical manner was 1o reduce the power of
|dl'|5.’.;hﬂ.':1.'. and at its utmost, it s n,ﬂn:rmsmg

Vernon February pointed out the ironvy of
the alienation of black Afrikaans writers from
the mainstream of Afrikaans literature thesir
ancestors were, after all, the first people to
speak the language around 1700, “ Afrikaans is
my skryttaal, my leeftaal, maar die literatuur is
nie myne nie,”" said February, Brink, however,
said he believed that the “gatvol” anti-estab
lishment voice in Afrikaans writing was fast
becoming the mainstream of Afrikaans litera-
ture

The conference also discussed paolitical issues
like the ANC's armed struggle and its position
on negotiabions and sanctions. In a special
debate on the cultural and academic bovcoit
the AN ||'.|.|.‘h'|'!.1|||:| declared ol 1“-Iﬂl|'.,
opposed [0 cEnsorship whether it is done by
PW or by the Ayatollah Khomeini™. They argued
that the cultsral bineott was not CEnSOrsmip
per s, bul that o was aimed at solating

aparthesd culture™ and curbing an influx ol
Culfure wniCh may strengthen aparthesd ke

By the end of the ConteErenoe mast of the
wrlers nad started  dreameng | e timal oo
munEegue retlscted ther adent weh Tor 3 e
sonCuely . I wprsioe of “realiang the dream of 2
truly represeniatnve South Alrican literatune
which would retlect 2 shared culiural sdentms

urigue in the rchness of its sSouTCes, expres-
sapn angd deversily of language | An Almkaans
treed of its rac 5t connotations would naturalh
T ifs place withun thes literature

The Last wowd (ot advice ) beli wiged o By ten
Brevienbach. Addressing his fellow Atnkaners
the “off-white Afnkaans-speaking South Afncan
Ining temporan by abwoud™, said

You have as much cause, perhaps more, (o
be involved in the process of transformation as
those against whom apartheid is aimed. You
need nobody s permission to join the strugple
Cuilt teelings and seli-tlagellation are self-
indulgent sentiments, but an understanding of
responsibilithes gets yvou moving. [tis inwalking
that vou learn how to walk, Watch out for the
exultation of the hairshirt, Clean out the cellars
Watch out tor the corruption of suffering, of
self-pity. Don't go and sell yourselves as brave
warriors. To be against apartheid is normal, it is
not herom

O Ronel Schetfer 5 IDASA s Director of Publications
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