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Slabbert grades SA's progress towards democrac 

We're 
doing 
okay 

By SUE VALENTINE 

TOP POLITICAL Analyst Villi Zyi 
Slabbert gives South Africa four lo five 
out of 10 for its achievements during 

negotiations so fan This may not be a 
resounding "pass" but, given the complexity 
>t the process and number of parties 
involved, it can be regarded as a sign that we 
ire on track in the shift to democracy. 

Slabbert, who is Idasa's director of policy 

and planning, gives this average scoreboard 
rating of success for a number of key areas in 
the transition to democracy. 

In an assessment delivered at Idasa's 
recent annual planning meeting, Slabbert 
identified four key goals of the negotiation 
process and evaluated the progress made 
towards achieving them. 

He said the challenge facing South Africa 

was to grow, democratise, develop and 
stabilise simultaneously The success of 
the transition -and of the negotiation 
process by which South Africa had 
chosen to achieve it - rested on the 
country's ability to achieve political 
legitimacy economic growth, redistri* 
button and stability 

He attached a positive value to 
developments in these four areas, but 
gave low scores lo the areas ol stability 
and redistribution (each got three out 
of 10), Legitimacy and growth were 
both rated al seven, 

Slabbert said he was reasonably 
optimistic about progress made m the 
Multi-Party Negotiating Process in so 
far as it created legitimacy in the 

national political process, Similarly, the 
National Economic Forum was making 
progress to ensure the economy would grow. 

However, he was less positive about the 
outcome of negotiations when it came to 
redistribution issues. Forums on housing, 
education, local government and youth were 
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20 reasons for hope in SA 
Sectors of South African 
society may be sunk fn THINGS .ire only getting 

worse." This has 
become the stock phrase 

that so many South Africans 9 l o o m < b u t h u m a n * W * 
use to describe their feelings activist BEATIE HOFMEYR 
about our country. r e m a i n s an Incurable optl-

Disillusioned by the drawn- m | s t S h e explains why. 
out negotiations, depressed by 
the state of the economy, overwhelmed by the 
problems of crime, unemployment and education, 
confused and terrified by the political violence, 
'"We and more people are retreating into a state of 
^ c a l helplessness. 

I have written this article because, in the face of 
"^ sense of impending doom that has invaded so 
"tony sectors of our society, I remain Incurably 
optimistic 

•he past 20 years of my life have been spent 

working with communities 
and organisations dealing with 
some o! the grimmest issues in 
our devastated country -
forced removals, rural poverty, 
police violence, torture and 
detention, women's oppres­
sion, vigilantes, political vio­

lence, rape, right-wing violence, and so on. 
I have always been inspired by the tad that, 

even in the darkest moments of 1976,198(1 and the 
states of emergency from 1985 to 1989, the hope 
that freedom would some day come never died 
among those most touched bv apartheid. 

Mow I work (or the Voter Education and 
Elections Training Unit (Vceht) fit the University of 
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INSIDE 

Tackling 
defiant 

right wing 
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Idasa wishes readers a happy and peaceful 1994 



Non-violent seeds 
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capable of being clearly understood and within the power of the 
opponent to yield- Civil disobedience in terms of independence, 
without the co-operation of the millions by way ol constructive 
effort, is mere bravado and worse than useless " 

In South Africa we took the Freedom Charter as a kind oi inspira­
tional hope, but it was not a programme of action, Instead we used 
civil disobedience, which became "ungovernability'*, to bring 
apartheid down, intending thereafter to rebuild, We have to pay a 
price now, and we should not complain. It was a halt-baked 
approach, but better than all-out wan 

We used the methods of non-violence but not always the spint of 
non-violence, and I want to emphasise this. To Gandhi this spirit 
was fundamental Non-violence had to be based on love, even lor 
the opponent, and this is what made it so powerful. 

We used the methods of non-violence, bul sometimes the spirit of 
war It is the purpose of the Fellowship of Reconciliation to regain 
this spirit, 

Gandhi said: "Non-violence is a power that can be wielded 
equally by all - children, young men and women and grown people 
- provided they have a living faith in the God of Love and therefore 
equal love for all When non-violence is accepted as the law of life it 
must pervade the whole being and not be applied in isolated acts/* 

Two helpful tests can be applied to test current actions to ensure 
this spirit. Firstly, are we trying to weaken our opponents or to 
empower them? There are two kinds of power Good power is the 
human ability to co-operate voluntarily by persuasion. Evil power is 
the ability to coerce by fear or violence. It is the latter power that 
corrupts. 

The spirit of non-violence is to help one's opponent into a wider 
co-operation with the resl of humanity and with oneself. "Passive 
resistance is an all-sided sword; it can be used anyhow; it blesses 
him who uses it and him against whom it is used. Without drawing 
a drop of blood it produces far-reaching results/' 

'Non-violence had to be based on love, even 
for the opponent, and this is what made 

it so powerful* 

The second test of the spirit of non-violence is: who bears the suf­
fering, we or they? It is not always easy to get a clear answer here. If 
our non-violent action is designed to make the opponent suffer until 
forced to change, it's not in the spirit of non-violence- If we put our­
selves in the line of suffering to highlight and absorb the violent 
policies of the opponent, then we are acting in the spirit of love and 
truth. 

Gandhi wrote: "In the application of satyagraha, I discovered in 
the earliest stages that the pursuit of truth did not permit violence 
being inflicted on one's opponent but that he must be weaned from 
error by patience and sympathy. For what appears to be truth to the 
one may appear to be error to another And patience means self-suf­
fering. So the doctrine came to mean vindication of truth, not by 
infliction of suffering on the opponent, but on one's sell/' 

Gandhian non-violence is not a magic way of dispensing with 
injustice and violence without any effort, sacrifice or risk. But it is 
far less risky and costly than war. 

This is an edited version of an address given to a symposium hosted 
by the Fellowship of Reconciliation Group in Cape Town. 
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finding it difficult to reach consensus on bread and butter issues. 
Slabbert said this reflected a fundamental contradiction which 

would have to be resolved: a democratic constitution could not be 
built on an apartheid budget There was 
no short-term solution to existing prob­
lems in housing, education, health and 
social services, but it was vital that solu­
tions be found. 

Stability was also an issue which 
could threaten the success of the traasi-
tion. Slabbert said the different political 
parties were "highly unresolved" on 
this question. 

"If we don't settle stability it will be 
difficult to settle legitimacy. If there is 
no legitimacy, there will be no growth 
and if there is no growth, there can be 
no redistribution/' 

Van Zyt Slahbcrl 

'The politics of liberation is changing 

in tone and nature to become the politics of 

government responsibility' 

Holding elections would not necessarily stabilise the political sit­
uation in the country, nor would it consequently ensure legitimacy; 
He said other countries which had gone through transitions to 
democracy, such as Chile and Poland, had opted to first settle the 
thorny issue of stability before moving on to elections. 

On I May South Africa would get a government of national unity, 
but Slabbert cautioned (hat governments of national unity had a 
tendency lo spend because they had to buy off people's anger. They 
were also not necessarily capable of solving problems, 

Slabbert listed five possible problem areas: 
• Composition of the government; 
• Co-oniination ol the administrative and executive authorities 

via the civil service; 
• Stability of local communities; 
• Delivery of services; 
• Political populism-
The matter of the participation of the right wing in the new gov* 

ernment would need to be resolved. It might be possible to attempt 
to ensure stability by giving the Cabinet portfolios of law and order, 
agriculture and the army to the right wing, while the ANC took 
responsibility for health, housing and education. 

At the level of local government, Slabbert reiterated his concern 
that the national election would not deal with problems experienced 
by communities on the ground. He questioned whether people had 
a sense of ownership and how this could be created. Unless services 
were delivered to local communities, the transition would falter* 

Slabbert noted that the politics of liberation was changing in tone 
and nature to become the politics of government responsibility* The 
populist nature of the politics practised in the broad mass demo­
cratic movement would also be challenged 

He suggested that a first indication of the tensions that would 
need to be resolved was the clash between Cosatu and the ANC. in 
the persons of Sim Shilowa and Cyril Ramaphosa, over agreements 
reached in multi-party talks which did not endorse certain workers' 
demands. 
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