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C
Q-AlJITIORED by the Sooth Ahic.on
Communist Party, the Congr= of
South AtrkanTrade Union', the
South AtriGln National Civic
Organi".tion (S,lnro), the !'Ialional

Education Co-ordinating Cornrnitree and the
ANC; ex_,lvely worbhopped, critiqued and
rffi..ft .... Ihe Reconstruction and
~IopmemProgramme (RDp) h probably
the 11IO:\1 ,Ignlficant Slatt1ll<'1l1 on Soul"
African "",Iely ,Inet' Ihe Fn'i'dom Cha_ was
odop(ed In 1955.
Th.~ h a 10110 'he RDP <Iorum..,t and any

review mu" boo limited 10 . ~1=... My
readingbollin, with two g. n I!X'lm.. FIrst, r
...anl to undeJllne thAt the s . n 1public h..
been given a n inmrn:ct im!"<"Wln !h.,the
RDP ct111re< entirely around the """""my_ In
1m only one of oi" chapt<-n, covering aOOut
one-third of the te"t, deals directly with the
economy_ Thu. much of thl. review ;.
devoted to other """lorn of the~,

Second, Ihe quality of the document a, a
whole h v.riable. Some part..... for more
effecti"" than OIh.....; much of the attentioon

20. D ! ", o c ~ ..cv IN A CTION

h.", wi ll Ix' devoIed to the we'~"1 part,.
,ather than heaping prai.. on lhe best.

Let me "." w1th the besl, however . Mosl
imple»ive of all i, th e intrOOlK'tory charter
w1th it>~l ,tatement of g<'neral
prindpl...nd it> vWon - economic
d......lopment flowing fmm >O<1al
rffomtruction, t ied in 10 the rolitl<:al
democratl<alion of South Amca.

second In line rome< the key chapter on rhe
eronom~ whkh one .u.pect> ha, be<:n the
most afleeted by the writing of muJh pl<:
draft', ""me under Ihe owrI~ P.netrating
,tare of OUI bu,ln"" """Of. Coverage here i.
broad, thorough and Insightful,

Analys!, flows out ofan integrated ........ of
a South African developmental crI'I., a
"growth polh" Ihat has losllt> way, and out of
an awa"""", that a n.... road will depend on
the achievement of """"I as mllCh as
eronomk goals. Thi, ..mon. offers a reall"lc
!>alance~ prlvate opportunity and
~'" regulation/channelling as the mean,
through which chang<' can and must occur.

Akey element in ,trategy is corporatism:

the rurrenl negotiating forums linking stale.
capital and labour arelO remain and func tion
a, key pol1<J1 Instruments.

i\crordlns to Ihe RDP. "a 0"" p.rcem
g10M h rate and the creation of 3CO 000 10
S((l OOO non-agrlcullural lob< I"" annu m can
bt' achlevt'<! w1thln 0"" years". Thl, ambitKm<
goal I< ldentltied {along wilh many othersi a,
a ta'll'" If all goes well . H"""""r, a, with tlie
hea" o( thi, chapter, rolicy 00j.ecti"", are
"'88"'ti"". not pl...rnpti""_

It avoid>making promi wliich cannot be
kept and ,ugge>l1, but lea to tlie politid an'
and the politiC.1 J"OC""', Ihe fina l decl<i<lns
on priority. Thi. I. fundamental to good
poll<J1 wrillng Ihat doe< 001 discredit the work
experts c.n do In lhl. arca.

There are a __ak paragraphs I' lhl, sec­
linn:one, on lhe "Iivlns wage", 100 carefully
avoids deOnins this loaded cotl<'eptand
makes Ihe reader won<ler whall< intended.

Turning to the chapt er th at deals w1th th e
"a.. and democratisation, there is much th at
I' fundamentally imponant. Two po<ili""
""'ewnrthy point> are the call (or the demlll-



Variable in quality, flawed in places, the Reconstruction imd Developmenl

Prog ra mme nevertheless offers South Africa an insp iring and endurins

point of reference. says economist BIU FREUND

~~;~.~South Atrnn IOdKy _ Iht1<>_"IdlI...~lawon
til indMduIIIl\ShtI ........ _ wtII

bilm.n,.n. I( IIwy-"-Ihfou&h.
1. .... po~,,_..b<Ch........ poirrto

~;onmllOll.-'TbIo~_
~ _ _ pwlclt>cJyOriUl!tar
_ ..... Irww"..k I/'wIt ",,"boo:n
~Thonbtftnof~l"""ltoas lo

~...,,:,,:~_Iht I'Iftd <quIfr-.,
_ !iIp>aIIrd bull/'wlt b It- So_

<trn-lc ..~ rqIonol polIOo> 10
~ hinted at. ....1YI wtIIlht ...."C~or

Ihr .....~ f""",,-""""'" >tructurn?
GiM:n !tar ,.. of s.oroa~horor Iht

doaImm~ It wa~ 10 no!f lho
~ of ctvIc>. pooplf', rolin'~ other
mi~ ilIUm" ... IN I bfca rTlf 10

lE
olll i" ..m In Ihf 1911('" Iwyond a vogue

wmmilmml lOclftlinK an •......b1I"ll
ron"",m for ooclollnOVl'ln.:n1'". Don

Ihl' "'...." Ihallh.. 1.NC I' giving unequivocal
pride of pla<'e 10 " ....Iy IfgItlma1<' formal
II'O""ffi"""'W .. ru<1u....,

In ordtr 10 ach iew "'lu lly In Ihf dvIl
........... lhoe IIDP ..... lor · a defined qUOl.l of
011 "... ffllpIoyfft" r..,...t on n<.'f _ 1!:fI'dn
in fuNrf. Don IhII """''' that Iht ·~
II<J<l-tfxlst WlI'" wlUronlU-1O Iu:<ep" on
"... IXIaI _ -....Ildenltty and".,m..,1<' ...
a<J:llrdIn&IY?How doyou two....,......
allinnatIft a<tIOIlOriUl~, nm
tiUtllll't) th<Jrny .... b .......... addou:o.-d.

. Ihnf r«IOf<..., p>d 10 ncrilont. Ir­
... oqbtfr my~WIth Ihr c/'wIph:non
.......... _ . and"be1lcmourcn·. Sol
- thry__.ltot,"*,'1"1a<tinc IrI
..n..u. COl......._~1bry hfahlilIht ............._~""_ ........~
with nJIft'" 10 a p<*>t d'Nc many t.u
_ ...._oj..UIW....'~.

" _ lo a '-loflalnm lAd~
.....__ On 1lw 1Nnd.1IO
~ 10 otmtd polley but.on tho
otIoto. 1nnuuwntI6r doIml. ....... wtwt~
......~ oimulwoeoInIy wtthln a """"
IfIKf of 1Itnf_ put lorwud.

'" 1Q1k1n«;~ b land fffomI. Tho
Jldislrlbutlon of :lO pnunl of "~twal
I.ond" b Wkd b M ilot IIItClulnbm. lor
ildIlnInl 1Udl a mll..rlbutlon a.. Irlt ",,11<'
~ _ unconvln<1"K, Publlc .....1<0 a.. 10
"" l"'tllUl~ bul who will qualify for Ihnf
lob> ond al whal ,al. of I"'y? AI.., pullorwanl
.. 8'>OJ. a.. t'fIdlnK lrafflc acd<Jr1lU and drug

....... -1OIvtnf: YlItuaIIy fYft)' WOf you
alUld think of.

Orw alUld """"'!tar -.r.wty of ...... <JI
tIw obit<liOri~ In 1I__c/'wIph:n
bullar _-........ b tIw 1o<l of IaInm
__a_Qn_ ........ _ .lIot
_oobfauwpll;Ul_on
"oIIordotllIlry" _ """'"' ... ortIiIr IittIf Ifany
~ b Inlrro<ird '" OIXW'.

Tolll on !tar '-"of lIot prtnot_ a
-..". and~or1001manen, a il
~ IS In /act. "" """" <IrmandinI: ......
!han 10 nati<>naliw.Thm' IS no! only lIot..".,.
n:aI que>tlCJI'Ior a>ol1, ... lhowwho '-l
UNh.oi<fablrlaIrh tNr a -Mmdr\a boom"
will0'0'ftt'0mf Illobm<.... but """of penon­
P"""'ft. From whn'f ..., llot ormlnol hlgllly
w l ltd ~nd de¥ot~plan...., and otgUlllion
IOconot?

Th.... I' ""n It...n a R,aln oI lfU1b In tile
llbe'al ..el'fOlypf of apartheid II a ' Y"t..." of
Im..n", >Octal MlKIfl<'<' rt" g and "'llimeniatlon ,
Wililh. Soulh l.frfocan proplf wont, or fVt'J1

I_alf . a II<'W uf 1<>do1Mlj!:l""",, <~

men and n wllh thf br.t Int rnt ioufuj to
put au 1M I"an Into """,,,r I om~.
on- dtaptfl\ al II","~~ by a

.......", uf a pul lrlUlly conrd __of
caMn·.~ In Iact, II~~!Iot

Ifwl <JI!IOd.d dh<1p!t"". or.,;onf bel" .."
1Uot~ pooplf tNr .... ....,.,.1<' wllh
~ orS/nppoft'. 10"""'" -t1 •
_ COU>f I<> Ilk.

On !tar~ In IotaIrI1. """1)'.

~ruIruR.JUUlh

do. I, If and IfYf1Y 011....... tIw
nJIft'" land~ UNA <:ontinIlortIw
drbateo__ Qn and donf.
drbPa whldI_ no! d IrI tIw _
dnpIIt' "'""l' ~,It" lItbC _
wonhortlilr ......

l......wd liM I<> rratoM my..... I ' ft,

100 I''''. • a tooth.... IIn.. ..-tIon on~
fdu<a-. This __bufIy hall tho
anmllon dt-.d 10 ""'" and _

0vnalL lhoe _ b .. 1rn..........atai<Jguf
oISoulh Mrlandllmlma _

howlO ....... lI...m, Wf w\l l ronliRuflO
rdn bock to lIa 'l. ft " ,... lor a I0Il8_
to conot. •

Bill f """,J f1~ 0(""""",,I« ~r Iitt
Un;.....;.,.. of"'~r~'. DIo_. 11rJ' ~rIX'lt flr>l.

olf'Pt"m/ In Soulh"", Mrlca Report•
fulI'1 994.

Essence of
the RDP

·SIX b....c p. lndp'.... ll"kN I08"'h ... .
__ up llot polItbI and IK'OOOmiIC philo.
lOpby tha• ......rertln I.... whok r.DP. 11>11
f1 an In n.... a,...... a nd bold p hl1010 phy
r..,...t on a I<'w "mpIr"" powr1fuI-'"
So bqi", W<1lon 1 of . hoe tn lrodu<tion to
!tar IlDl'docunwnt. Tho prIndpInal"f:

• on Inl"l'al~ and al_

"""""'~
• a~ jii'O<'E'U;

.. P"~ _ ......rtly lor all;

.. ""rlon bulldlnjt;

.. IinkinK """"""nK'Ilon and
dl:vek'pnwm;

.. <,Wmonatl.lnK 50'''h Mrfoca.

Th.. fI .... key kUr program...... aot:

.. ..-.:In« bolJo.: .......n;

.. dn<1opI"ll ou, h tl......n otOOUfC'C'I;

.. biilIdl"' llw ......lUi l lY;

.. drmocralWn« llot 1Uot and IOI;irfy;

.. Irn h'" Ihf RDP.

Tho kill" 1' 1 f1Ull of _ con....lllillon.
l.n I" troductlo n by S f l..,n Wan df la
invil... tnpo.m from all Sou th MrIcon1. To
mab an ."plli.conlact; Tbf RDP. A..-.;c,
PO .... 61" ~ . Wan ha lltown 2107 o.
pborw1O II • lJ6-1OOJ.

TIt<' . ""..... r."" _.d Dew'..,......'
....... .0_ . Umonyano PuIlo:Ei<w't1,
Johannf'boo'" II nallablf f .om l.~C

otfkn and 00rV',..-.p.1.<>n:ll Sbr«.
Cop- Town all m.so. •
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