
Wc need to transform the resentment 
of the rural people into a bold offensive 
against the enemy and its bantustan pup
pets. Abject poverty, landlessness and 
hunger have gone on a rampage in the 
bantustans. This is not a result of a natur
al disaster but a racist policy to extermin
ate the black people in South Africa. 
Coupled with bantustan chiefs1 imposed 
taxes on our people, their livestock and 
huts, rural life sinks below the poverty 
datum-line. 

There is little organised mass political 
activity in the bantustans. On face value, 
one may easily conclude that *he rural 
population has succumbed to this exist
ence. But this is not so. The tiny pockets 
of isolated resistance can not be neglec
ted. 

Faction fights in Msinga District in 
KwaZulu have been capturing the head
lines in many commercial newspapers in
side South Africa. In one incident three 
policemen were killed while a river police 
patrol was ai.ibushcd by tribesmen . In 
another incident a white farmer, Neil Al-
cock, was ambushed and killed. Before 
his death he made a revealing account of 
these feuds. »The fighting is largely an 
expression of frustration by people who 
have been deprived of any access to a 
livelihood)), he said. He pointed out that 
before the people were removed from 
white farms and dumped at Msinga, 
things were relatively peaceful. 

LAND ACT 
These fights are a direct consequence 

of the 1913 land act which sought to 
deprive the African majority of any acce
ss to land and condemned them to a slave 
existence in only 13'^ of our country. It 
is clear that the main question behind 
ihesc faction fights is land. TTirough a 
policy of forced removals which has 
brought dcalh and devastation in 
Mogopa, Wendolin, Driefonlein, Msinga, 
people find themselves scraping for exist
ence in barren lands 
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Despite all talks about reform, the 
real life of our people in South Africa is 
a true reflection of whal the apartheid 
gimmick is all abou*. Presently, more 
than three mi l l ion people have been 
condemned to the brink of human 
existence - the banlustan and reset I le
nient camps. These dumping rural stans 
are a graveyard for the unemployed, the 
sick, the impoverished, I he handicapped 
and the aged. 

As Babra Rogers writes in her book. 
"South Africa's Bantuslans», landlessness 
ean mean no income, nor food. How the 
rural population survives w i th no income 
and livestock would be a mystery stil l lo 
be solved. To us this can be no mystery at 
all — it is the people's wi l l 10 survive. 

It is our duty as democratic and pa
tr iot ic forces in oi-r country to infuse 
this wi l l wi th resilience and determination 
to Struggle foi a iVee democratic south 
Afr ica. I t is a task that has to be tackled 
now. The momentous achievements of 
the past years which culminated in .the 
formation o f the United Democratic 
Front must be extended to the rural 
masses and draw them into fighting orga
nisations. 

STRATEGIC M I L I T A R Y ZONE 
Rural areas have been as early as 

197.'} designated as strategic military 
/.ones in the racist whi le paper on defen
ce. Thus, it is not surprising that a few-
years later, (Seneral Kraser of the SADF 
jo in t Combat Forces noted: »Thc obje
ctive on both sides in a revolutionary 
war is the population itself. Mil i tary tac
tics are well and good, but they are rea
lly quite useless if the government has 
I ..si the confidence of the people among 

whom it is fighting.* This view was 
reiterated in 1978 by the racist 
deputy defence minister w l en he said. 
»We must secure our border regions, 
otherwise the white heartland wi l l cont
ract" Carrying the argument further. 
Ihe minister described these rural-
stans as a ring of steel which would 
serve as the first line of defence. 
This strategy mcaus the setting up of 
protected villages which wi l l also serve 
as mili(ar>' bases like in Zimbabwe, and 
as is alreadv Ihe case in Namibia. This 
is the situation we must guard against. 
The SADF is bent on using rural people 
against the national l iberation movement. 

In 1978 when the bantustan puppels 
were taken on a tour o\ Namibia, puppet 
Nlswanisi remarked that his impressions 
were not so much the military aspects 
bul Ihe civil action programmes in the 
northern areas. The programmes are curr 
W i l y underway in Ihe northern Transvaal 
and Nalal. SADF personnel posing ;ts 
teachers; doctors, and agricultural advi
sers is already e\ lensi \e l \ used ill (In/a 
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nkulu, 
Zulu. 

Lebowa, KwaNdebelc and Kwa-
Remarking on the programmes, 

an officer of the Natal Regional Comma
nd, Brigadier Lloyd, who runs the cam
paign to »win hearts and minds» notes: 
»If the rural population in the rural areas 
does not show loyalty, goodwill and co
operation, we will have to move them out 
of the critical areas and resettle them.» 

BANTUSTAN ARMIES 
A select breed of bantustan thugs, the 

bantustan armies, are bred by the racists 
as an extended arm of the South African 
Defence Force. Added to these, there are 
also territorial forces like Battallion 21 
which are watchdogs of racist interests. 
Bophutatswana, Venda, Lebowa, Gaza-
nkulu and KwaZulu are again on the 
priority list. According to racist generals, 
the.se homelands are located in strategic 
vulnerable areas. 

Batallion 121 of KwaZulu trained at 
Dukuduku falls directly under the Nat
al Command, while Lebowa and Gaza-
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nkulu fall under the Northern Trans
vaal Command of (he SADF. Pretoria 
men are seconded to all independent 
bantustans as military and security 
advisers.When the Transkei Defence For
ce was established, Pretoria gave it Briga
dier Phillip Pretorious as a military advi
ser, while Bophutatswana was supplied 
a minister of defence. Brigadier Hennie 
Riekert. When a bantustan becomes 
^independent*, it automatically becomes 
a signatory to the racist non-aggression 
pact similar to the one signed with Moza-
mbique. 

The scope of SADF military collabo
ration with the bantustan armies gives a 
sour dimension to the unfolding libera
tion struggle in South Africa. Bantustan 
armies comprising of black youth are 
used as insulation of the white laager and 
as cannon fodder in the South African 
Defence Force agaiast their brothers and 
sisters in our people's army, Umkhonto 
we Sizwe, and SWAPO's PLAN. Of the 
total SADF forces deployed in the opera-
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all costs, even with his life, a situation 
whose solution cannot be achieved in 
a combat situation, but through pains
taking politicisation of the rural ma
sses. 

It is our desire that we must at all 
costs avoid that the escalation of our 
armed offensive should assume the 
form of blacks fighting against blacks. 
At the same time this must also not be 
interpreted to mean that certain parts 
of South Africa are immune from the 
people's armed offensive. 

One will find it baffling that the 
budget of Qwaqwa and KwaNdebele, 
two of the poorest »homelands», added 
together are eleven million rand less 
than Gazankulu's R85 million. Gaza-
nkulu is bordering with Zimbabwe. 
Coming to Lebowa, this homeland 
lies in the area of Louis Trichardt 
and Pietersburg where there has been 
increased guerilla action. Lebowa's bu
dget is R19 million, and is the highest 
recipient of all non-independent stans. 
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tional areas, Kenneth Grundy in»Soldiers 
Without Politics» writes that about 40% 
are black soldiers, whereas the\ account 
for only 15% of the SADF Permanent 
Force. 

OUR DUTY 
As a people's army, we must be sen

sitive to this dangerous development. 
The superiority of our politics over the 
enemy and justness of our course must 
make an indelible impression on these 
unfortunate soldiers who are the youth 
of our country. It is our duty to ensure 
that these soldiers realize that their 
place is within the ranks of their own 
people's army, UmkKonto we Sizwe. 

In a situation where a soldier of our 
people's army finds himself confronted 
by our own people in the SADF, the 
immediate solution will be a shoot-out. 
But we must realize that we are deal
ing with a political problem, ft is a 
situation of a slave who willingly de
fends his poverty and impoverishment at 
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The contrast between the luxuries 
of the puppets and the poverty of Ihe 
people is glaring. In this situation the 
defence of the »hard won independence** 
is the defence of these luxuries of the 
puppets. It is the defence of Ihv hand 
that feeds them with inflated salaries, 
the defence of apartheid. 

No amout of rhetoric can ever defend 
this humiliating position of a barttustan 
chief to our people. His future lies in the 
perpetuation of the very system that 
he boldly proclaimed a »break with 
through independence*, the maintenance 
of pass laws, the continuation of forced 
removals and condemnation &t our 
people into resettlement camps*. This 
clearly shows an inextricable link be
tween the bantustans and the aparth
eid colonial system. 
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The struggle against homelands is 
the struggle against colonial subjugation 
of the black majority. Umkhontc? We Si-
zwe as a people's army has a special 
role to play in this offensive. In the 
rural areas our people are tfamplcd 

upon to a slate of apathy and fear. 
Political slalemenls are a crime and 
political slogans a taboo. Umkhonto 
We Sizue needs to inspire these people 
and restore their confidence through 
careful attack and the destruction of 
well-selected targets. This is the true 
foundation of a bold and all out offe
nsive against (he homelands and for 
people's power. Ii is onl\ among the 
people that this political seed ran 
sprout into a formidable revolutiona
ry wave. 

Despite the existence of isolated poli
tical actions, political organisations exist 
in very few places in the bantustans. We 
must make an all out effort to harness 
these isolated incidents into an organised 
all oul resistance again::! Iianlustans. 

The African National Congress and its 
entire membership, including the democ
ratic organisations in their entirety, need 
to address themselves to the scourge of 
impending »independence» of more ban
tustans that is sweeping our country. 
Our voice has not been very effective in 
this regard. In the January 8lh Statement, 
the Commander-in-Chief of our army, 
Comradp Oliver Reginald Tambo called 
on us to render the enemy control over us 
impossible. This is possible! The Pondo 
revolt in 1962 is a vivid example of our 
people's determination to render enemy 
control over us ineffective. The Pondo 

people attacked and killed puppet 
chiefs who were installed by the 
racist regime to rule them. This 
must be the fate of the bantuslan 
puppets. 

• 

WITHOUT UNITY WE ARE WEAK, 
WITHOUT ACTION WE REMAIN 
OPPRESSED! 
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