AN ESSAY ON PARIOTiSM
LOYALTY DEVOTION
'AND DISCIPLINE

«kdﬁm Hahitw

14 ie wy sincere beliaf thai the digoneeion whinh T ioe
ﬁ&uﬁ o infitiaste will sevve un goud wihen apprﬂuﬁnﬂa in the wrow-
par sonstructive gpirit. We often spesk of such gualifles as
diacipline, devotion, loyality and patriotism, I delliberately
choogs these four beeause personsl experience has led one o
sonelnde that amongst the  fundamental qualities of a freedom
gtruggler, they are the most profound and vet in megt nsianceg
they euffer the misforhme of imprecise definitiom, ot mo
mich becaunege we Zye vnable ito compeive them bui yather becsus
of *heir close relatlionship. This is perbaps the resson Dehrind
the common confusion of eidber one o all of them wilth aun
inﬁmrléua‘* 's tampnan}mnu.

Pﬁmiﬂﬂ&h‘l

‘#‘mt then ig digeX *p.:_m&, u&'mtiﬂn, loyalty and g&'t!flﬂ‘biﬂ“,
how arve they cornected and how do they mowld a revoludionsyy
character? In Sizcussing thew I select to ziart with psiricie
isw, In simple lerms pabriotism means love for one's cuimiry,
the motheriand if you choosse, But love fur one's motherisnd
13 not identical- with Hlind love that doep not discriminzts
hetwzen the good and the bad existing in the country, thetidoes
not reject fanaticel identifivedtion with even thoss mspecls
that do mot econform to the wellwheiny of ihe pecric = 1% 2ious
promote the intereeie of the working Heuple wiid are indesd the
erextvre of materiel wealith, seliing the sitage for oxltwral

progperity and other social herifage .

Theref{ore, patrictism ia an honesi qmlw of a ssifisas
member of & compunity. ¥t iz the love for one's own pechis,
relatives and friends, love for the strugpling posz, ideunill
cation with the efforis for the ypromotion of mai ::,_:; i and
spiritval well-belng of everytody, and recoguition of ihg
eguali ty of all fellow countrymen,  This extends to gride in
the soeial and cultural iraditions of ihe peopls, Above
all patn otism encoupasses rFailEatiﬂI‘ 6l the need oy 0llecim

ivae ex:iatence, for unity.
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LOYAL:

Tt dawns therefore that a person imbued with such charace
terigtics gualifying his attitude towards the life of n i s
paovle will be true to the noble cause of fashionins the best
social life for his country. He will faithfully align aimself
with those forces in the countyy working itowards the realiso-
tion of this objective., He will enlist with the mCet patrioiic
of organisations to which he will consistentiy be true. in
short he will be loyal to the progressive movement, This sung
up the relationship between patriotism and 1loyaity.

DEVOTION

Tt is only when ore is loyal (as explained above) that cre
becores capable of having a clear and zealous attachment to the
noble principles of his orfanisation., The ability to serve his
organisation, his comrades and people with loving steadfastness
is ther cultivated and as it flourishes, it blossoms the quali-
ty of devotion. Of all the qualitiez under discussgion the rela-~
tionship between loyalty and devofion is perbayrs the mou s ¢
intricate. One cannot be devolted te the popular cause wiilst
at the same time being disloyal to the srganisation that is the
cugtodisn of the principles of the people's strugglsyg this
would be & contradiction that will further suggest complete
abegence of patriotism in this exangple.

DISCIPLINE

The above qualities can be develnped and sustained only
under conditiors of disecplined organisation, both of the indi~
vidual and the collective, By discirlined organisation rere I
am referring to 2 collective of disciplined persons charactere
ised by mutual regpect, comradeghip and understanding. An
organisation whose structures mirror this spirit of mutuality
and adherence to morally sound principles of corduct., It is
evident enough that such perfection is inconceivable withcut
the discipiine of individual members. By discipline of indivi-
duals I am far from flirting with hhe discipline of the stick,
meckanical discipline characteristic of bourgeois organisation
in state, government, army and other institutions. S ue¢'h
‘discipline' is esﬂentlally'nﬂt discipline since it necesearie-
ly manifests itself in deceptive condust behind which hovers
fear; fear of authority, axid f e a r of failure since this :
would warrant humilistion and punishment., Here comradeship is
unknown ant mutual reapect is a luxury that cannot be afforded.
Perscnal consideration reigns supreme and all life soes under
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the slogan i Yeverybedy .- himself and god for us ail”, All
thege bslance on a platform of very low morality. This kind of
'discipline' is counierrevolutionary and we reject it.

The discipline I spezk of is that which is based onunder-
standing and acceptance of the noble objectivzg of cne's move-
ment (or country). In this connection, I am referring to the
politics whicl serve as Hisis for commiiment, the understandingz
of the need to obey com:.d.l” authority, to be dutiful and to
carry out the tasks of the movement energetically and unreser-
vedly, to be respectful towards one's comrades and leadsercghip,
fo strive for the protection of the movement from hotnh internal
and external enemies, Discipliirne is indeed a nobie quallty
which ia fraternal to honour. The key element of revolutiorary
discipline ie that it is conscious, This guarantees the high
morals of all revolutionaries. |

I hope that this humble cortribution will manage to spark
off a discussion of these questions in our army 80 as ©o ASSisy
ue in our notle task of waging this revolution to its legical
sonclusion., In conclusion, I can ¢o no better than reiterate
the symbolic slogan of our Journal, "DISCIPLINE IS THE MOTHER
OF VICTORY™ :

Continved from page 2
Africa is carried out. The African National
Congress does not want bloodshed",

"The Star" has 2lgo acknowledged our maturity: "for the
arparent policy of generally restricting attacks to 'strategic!
rather than civilian targets enables the ARC to retain a dbroad
internationzl acceptabiiity".

Wher. we look at the Great October Sociaslist Revolution
which we merked earlier this month, we note that the importance
of Lenin is not a thing of the past becauzme he is dead, We zrs
looking to the future. The Revolution has not failed or drope
ped like the civilisation of the Roman Empire, It has rot mads
a 'shameful conquest of itzelf' 1like +he British Frrpire, T h =
October Hevolution is s3till developing with youmger nations

like Ethiopia and the People's Hepublic of Angola. It is real.

Look at what is }*ﬁp};&nlng in our country, and you =mee the
- decaying civilisation of capitaliism, like eivilisatiorns of its
past when they reach a certain stage, We might just a2s well
state that imperialism is moril:md, but very dangerous = if we
look around the present conference tables. The degeneration is
noruzlly followed by a collapse of the entire system. .

~ The future is the future which Lenin foresaw and we have
gvery right %o smile - all of us. We 4o ot fe2r the futirs.
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