Pmpl-ﬁ warkmg in the w&lf:m fiﬁlé are starting to acknowledge that a purely

- Lencugh to bre ek lhﬁ ﬂ}'clae @f w&l'faw related problems
aced on pmvﬁmwe waork.
f i f ﬁ&‘ifﬂ] mpm&m- ha& h&tiﬁ&mﬁ ﬂw gﬁw ;:amh phrm in dﬂ”i{tﬂbt‘: mmk

stance abm
Whai is dsw&lagmmt" ls it mmﬁihm r do

Je ﬂ}ﬁ i:mpﬁi‘:i we l'iaizﬂ OR COTTUTN nities
:;aeﬁ,_.ami xwawzmsmgﬁ .ii:}'f{

wiﬁﬁﬁﬁ‘%
’E'he cﬁarm:tmgﬁcx t}f sp

zmiﬁmriti m am:] pm;* laﬁalth; pmgmmmes am dﬁmgnéd _ .ﬁd lfﬁpﬂﬁMEBIEﬁ by iha,
d‘?%’ﬁiﬁ?ﬂ? ﬂm”@ IS-mmmmmiy pai‘%wi pﬁ’izaﬁ* i‘mi m:fs% in iim de ﬁi‘ﬁ{}ﬂ making an
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o mmmumty cetﬁmé‘ approach has the following
st socess tather than on projects; empowering people
s .-:_,:. e T -E.;' .. : lﬁy tﬁ aﬁf &Z}d engaga
effectively at the cﬂmmty l—weE community participation fo gain greater
confrol over msmmes, and mmin g i:vasm naﬁds and continuously improving the
lives of as many people as possi
State structures and g
centred or spend»andwsmlce appmach Tﬁm approsches maintain’
quo and can be seen as a form of social mn&ml Th@y are used to ﬁa pmpae into
the system even mwgh---ﬂm--pmt}lam@- e experience may af \-

m dﬁve:!apmem is dﬂiié by gﬁénpté ﬁm to people”.
‘the pe@ple cﬁmr@d' arnroach

: g the rpm]@ci- are &Saveleaped in the ptmﬁﬁ& m&i
mmm]y empﬂwemz is more likely to become a reality. This process enables
ng m shane their ﬂWﬁd%ﬁiﬁy |
the p&émmmmﬁmﬂmgm blems
positive transformation.
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izegaﬁv&iy on mmmnmixﬁs Tmp | £ g
of the community worker as that of expert and !eng ierm m-mdx nator Dfpt&}jﬁcis
Roles such B facslsiatm are g@mmlly mg&mi@d inall appmm:haﬁ How-

appmaf:,h The top down m%wpm&aimn cf these m]es is Hinke .
mmmiy wmksx as exf ft Faczhiaﬁmn 18 geare:d mw&rﬂs ass:--

aml creative ;:»mbl&:m mlvmg are yegarde ; I ax essential.

Contradictions and Challenges

h is immrtam f@r._._mgmty wﬂi‘kﬂtﬁ &0 be aware of the wnimdu,hans mhz::mm

e -and training, but have we

O the ibili eagues, w&lfam m‘g&msatmns and funders
ne@d 10 b-e edmmed about deveiﬁpmeni‘?

We often claim that we are using a grassroots approach, yet our approach

to needs assessment pmsa@p@ses ihe 14

projects we implement reflect R _ s.

When the projecis we mplemeut are x‘m‘t Wﬁ]l unhm we b]am«s ihe mmamty

for being apathetic. When participants remain dependent, even though the

project may be well atlended, we try fo justify our belief that communities are
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incapuable of taanas g,mg {heir own affairs.

We sometimes m& over ﬂm mamng of pmjccts to mmmumuc& whﬂn
funding dries up, without adeqk
and we despair when the pmjacts mliam Aitﬁmaiwﬁy we maintain mﬁtml
QVET TESOUICes such as __ ﬁfﬁame theraby an:;unng th@ c&nnmed

g lipsericotai- e
at empowering mmunﬁh&s b}' buikimg the tﬁp&@i‘t}’ of community membersto
take control of their lives.

This article was written by the Community Organising and
Development Department of the Johanneshurg Child Welfare Society
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