Timﬂ magazine recently took a deep and penetrating look at South Africa and
presented to its readers a picture of a country hopelessly — and violently —
at odds with itself.

In a display of 10 pages of text and colour pictures, it came to no conclusions
but placed a strong emphasis on the likely future role to be piayed by Chief
Mangosuthu Buthelezi.

Though the lengthy reports carried interviews with a wide range of prominent
South Africans, including President P W Botha, Bishop Desmond Tutu, the Rev.
Bever Naude and Dr Van Zyl Slabbert, they focussed more strongly on Chief
Buthelezi than any — seeing him as the one leader with whom both Blacks and
Whites might be able totalk.

Though noting his opposition to the armed struggle of the ANC Mission-in-
Exile and that he has been called a ““traitor™, a **sell-out™ and a “puppet”, Time
said that both Black and White foes of apartheid knew that without Chief
Buthelezi's consent, a solution to South Africa’s problems was “virtually in-
conceivable™.

“He is pragmatic, articulate and dynamic. When Buthelezi speaks both
Whites and Blacks listen, yet what he has to say pleases neither audience.™

Time guoted Chief Buthelezi saying: “The forces demanding the politics of
negotiation are mounting. Sooner or later the politics of negotiation will become
a reality, "

The ymicle continued by saying that to many Blacks, Chief Buthelezi's
message was one of compromise and negotiation and was not militant enough.

It quoted Chief Buthelezi saying: "“We do not seek cheap populanty by
posturing in favour of the armed struggle when we do not even have the tools to
carry it out. We have not said that we Blacks may not be forced to one day take
up arms, The point is that there are just no arms to take up at present.”™
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apartheid are searching for
political muoscle, a dangerois

exisiz in bodies such
as the PFP's youth wing to
flirt with organisations whose
real ideals may be obscured by
antl-apartheid rhetoric. The
convenient camouflage of
having a common enemy
cloaks many political ;mrl
But the time has come for
those who believe in p-mhll
reform and orderly change to
rip aside that camonflage and
demand to see the bottom lines
of political manifestoes.

For instamce: exactly where
does the United Democratic
Front want to take this
country? What does the
African Mational Congress
reall intend with
nationalisation? Is the Pan
Africanist Congress still in
favour of voting
to whites? Does the End
Conscriplion intend
to abolish the army
altogether? What sort of
government would Mr
Mandela fight for were he
released? Whal would Cosas do
about protecting minority

These are questions which
have to be answered if
apartheid is to be fought by a
united fromt. Political parties
meed open manifestoes which
can be critically scrutinised
and publicly questioned. Thé
Government (s of coorpe
partly r;punllhll: for the
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and now Cosas are banned —
but those who plan to join
forces to destroy apartheid
nead Lo tlle a second look at

Slabbert’s call for =&
Convention Alliance makes
sense, At & forum such as he
proposes differences can be
thraghed out, common ground
discoversd, those in favour of
violence ps discarded by
thoge wha still Insist on
peacefn) change. There I3 3
third option between
repression and revolution: it ks
real reform, negotiaied at a
convention, Dr Slabbert's
alliane could be the frst step
towarnds this




