Mrs Coretta Scott King

Widow of slain US civil rights leader used by
]-Irch.bishop Tutu and the Rev Allan Boesak
in divisive black pohtwa} feud.

Chu-! M G Buthelenm has

apologised on behall of
black South Afnca — to Mr
Coretta Scott King {or the
shameful manner in which she
was politcally manipulated
dunng her visit (o the country
by Archbishop Desmond Tut
and Dr Allan H-.sl Sak

Mm King personally telephoned
C-hiel Buthelez ‘1: ap nse {of
naving 1o cancel a meatung she
had requested :';'_.":. hum. Chael
Buthelez: 1s well known 1o thi
King family .u-.-.j has visited
Atlanta and met with the late D
King's father

Political pressures placed
her had obviously been
intolerable and Chuel Buthels
said hus 'I'1+-A't t-.i.-.j for Mr
King for l*m- 3 subjected to thy
Mrs !'.L had .:.Z:u previously
cancelled a scheduled meotr
with '.!:+- State President, Mr P'W
Botha, as Dr Boesak and Mn
Winnie Mandela. wife of
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nprnsoned ANC leader Dn
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clear in Pres reports that they

would not see her i she met M:

B ": 2 Dr Boesak confirmed 1t

the I‘nw:i that he had
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described Chief Buthelen's LAl 5 King wickow sigirt US cnvil ights leader, Or Martin Luther King

statement as “not warthy of telephone conversaton with ciliaton between black and

comment”. } rchbishop Tutu Mrs King that it was “tragic” that white and black and black.

when told of her cancellation of some black South F.:'r.{:r;-; were The widow of such an llustnous
- N

the meelungs .a;‘.“':'.vh. and 1sing the memory of D ’Iaﬂ*- son of America could have
remarked: “"Wonderful Luther Kin

Lu ig as a “political shown that black Amenicans
Mrs King visited South ,-‘1 ncain weapon' to pursue their could rise above internecine
September as a guest ﬂ.i'-'::.f'.‘.d.-.:_'.'.'." in political feuding party political feuding which
Archbishop Tutu to a"er.:i hus which divided black South “so lamentably charactenses
enthronement as Anglicar Afnca black South African politics.”
Archbishop of Cape Town People like Archbishop Tutu "As a black leader 1 apologise
Chief Buthelezi sayd in a did not want Mrs King to be to Mrs King for the indignity
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his par of '.'."_3 process of recon which the pressures which have
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been exerted on her must have
made her experience” Chief
Buthelezi ad

“] must say as an Anglican, that
I am shamed by an Archbishop
who can stoop so low In being
divisive in the black community
“His action is political as
is that of Dr Allan Boesak. Both
of them are patrons of the
United Democratic Front and
they acted as such in exerting
pressure on Mrs King.

“As Mrs King spoke to me over
the '‘phone to apologise for not
geeing me, my hean bled for
her as the widow of a figure we

Archbishop Desmond Tutu

revere — Dr Mantin Luther King
Mu!: heart bled for her lor being
jected to these kind of diny
Fahuﬂal pressures and to be
rced to do what Dr King
:ivuu’ld not have ever agreed to
.
“To take advantage of her
position for the sake of petty
political games in South Afnca
amounts to political rape. It i1s
hideous and despicable.
“My respect for Mrs Gnrena
Scott King as the widow of Dr
Martin Luther King will not be
diminished by these sordid
political games, which are
miﬁancﬂ of despicable and
demeaning petiness.
“Hers was an invidious position
as the guest of those who
twisted her arm. How mean and
how urlbec'nmmu of men of the
cloth”

Chie{ Buthelezi said Mrs King
had clearly intended 1o ° nse
above strife-tom black polincs
in South Africa

He had on his book shelves the
book “Stride Tbﬂa:._,._n Freedon
authored by Dr Maran Luthes
King — whuch Mrs K." ] "u.d
autographed and sent 1o hu

In hus book “Where L-n ‘-"rr G—
From Here", Dr King talked
about his c:c-**.".-u. d commuit
ment 1o nonviclence In a
meeting with ’:5:{;:3:&-;-,'
Carmichael, Cleveland Sel

and Floyd """::K'ﬁ.c:i who

wanted to add « nce o tha
“"Hers was an imvidious
position as the guest of

those who twisted Lrr&
arm. How mean and how
unbecoming of men of
the cloth My respect
for Mrs Coretta Scott King
as the widow of Dr Marmn
Luther King, will not be
dimurushed by these
soradid clencal ;H?::f;t'-i.'
games, wlhuch are
evidence of despicable
and demearung pefliness
Chief M G Buthelex

Amencan Negro protest
movement, Dr King faced the
need 1o defend s nonwviolem
approach and wrote

“As | istened to all these
comments, the words lell on my
ears like strange music from a
foreign land. My heanng was
not attuned to the sound of such
hitterness” He went on to wrte
"1 med to make it cloar that
besides opposing vicience on
principle, | could image nothing
moré impractucal and disastrous
than for any of us, through
misguided judgement, 1o pre
cipitate a violent confrontation
in Mississippi. Weé had nesther
the resources nor the
techniques to win.”

Chiefl Buthelezi said Dr Martin
Luther King was fired by
Chnstian pnnciples but he was
also fired by a pragmatism
which made him a true ieader
He refused to lead his pecple
, to fallure

The p-' wciples and the

atism which | serve In the

-y |
'-n.-l.-..f i1

South Afncan struggle for |
kberation are deeply offended |
by those who have persuaded
Mrs King neither 1o see the |
E-u-‘r Pressdent not mysell™ he

added I
The hife and h:- mamyrdom of '
“f i '__ ”-..1_ na 1S b‘. _'_d

vy blacks in So -b Afnca wh.:- |
n'.nr.t 10 make party polincal use

! of Mis King
Dr King had also written “The
Amencan mcial revolutnon has
been a revolution © oot In'
rather than o overthrow We
ward o share 1 the Amencan
sconomy, the housing matket

[ Asan Bowsas Prpsagent of [he
o dbgace o Rptpemied (Churc s

the educational system and the

social opportunities. This

pself Indicates that & mm?m
change in Amernca must ba
nonviolent. If one s In search
ol a beter job, it does nat help
to bum down the actory. Il one
needs more adequate educa-
non. shooting the principal will
not help If housing is the goal,
only bullding and construction
will produce that end. To
destroy anything, person or
property, cannot bring us closer
to the tha! we seelk.”
Chuel Buthelezn said that
“millions of black South
Afncans” endormsed every word
of this statement. People like
Archbishop Tutu, however, did
not want King 10 be pan of
the process of reconciliation
between black and white and
black and black

e




