WHITE HOUSE

°“... disinvestment and the
economic isolation of South Africa
will bring about increased
immediate hardships and
starvation and will increase disease
in the short term — without '
medium and long term gains to

balance deprivation and suffering
29

THE following is the text of the
thoughts expressed to President
Ronald Reagan by Chief Buthe-
lezi during their White House
meeting:

Mr President. Sir. the time that
vou can afford to devote to the
South African guestion must be
counted in minutes per month
rather than in hours or days.

Politically vou are the most
powerful man on earth and your
responsibilities  extend into a
multitude of domestic and
foreign issues and are global in
SCOpe.

That you have taken the initia-
tive to invite me to meet you here
in Washington and are now de-
voting time to talk to me is a sig-
nal to every decent Black South
African that you are genuinely
concerned to do something con-
structive to bring about change in
South Afnca.

On behalf of Black South Af-
rica. | thank you for inviting me
here and for the interest you are
displaying in our plight.

It would appear to us that the
constructive engagement policy
will necessanly involve the Un-
ited States in a carrot and stick
approach. and we have taken
heart at glimpses of the stick in
your recent statements.

You have said: “*There are oc-
casions when quiet diplomacy is
not enough ...” And you have
remarked that the United States
** ... has said on many occasions
that we view racism with repugn-
ance ... Mr President. we ap-
preciate this forthright condem-
nation of apartheid.

You Mr President must go
down in our history as the first
American President who had the
courage to clutch the thomy
South African nettle boldly and

publicly. The United States
never had a South African pol-
icy. It now has one. Those whe
follow in your footsteps will in-
herit your imitiatives and will
have to build on things that you
have started.

Your assessment is correct.
Sir. that it is now time that the
South and Southern Afrnican situ
ation was placed permanently o1
the American political agenda.

Because your policy is abou
us and our country and because 1t
is about our future and the futur
of our children, I have aduty an
a democratic right to weigh uj
what you. Sir, are aiming to d
and to comment publicly on th
merits of what you and your ac
ministration are attempting t
accomplish.

You will hear conflicting vo
ces from Black South Africa -
some made strident by the med:




Chief M G Buthelezi at a meeting with President
Ronald Reagan, Washington, February 4, 1985.

amplifying machine and others
made cautious and sober by the
demands which are placed on
real leaders with mass follow-
mgs. | hope. Sir. that you will
listen to the latter. even if you
have to take cognisance of the
former in yvour own domestic
party political situation,

The United States is a great
democracy and the American
peaple should feel obliged to give
added weight to the views expre-
ssed by leaders who involve
themselves in constituency polit-
ics where they sink or swim on
their ability to gather demonstr-
i-'ﬂ}'l]l’.‘ Black support which can be
directed towards political ohjec-
nves,

1. Sir. founded Inkatha as a lib-
cralion movement a short ten
years ago and in the space of one
decade Inkatha hag grown to
have nearly a million paid-up

members.

1 am a leader chosen by mil-
lions of ordinary Black South Af-
ricans from every walk of life and
| represent people in both rural
and urban areas. In addition. 1
am a leader by hereditary right

and history itself demands and 1

the struggle for liberation.

What [ say to you, Sir, is ac-
claimed by millions and on behalf
of Black South Africa 1 con-
stantly reiterate that we need
Western involvement in the de-

l remain as a committed leader in

ern Africa. We need American
engagement if it is constructive.
Western leaders should not
gamble the future of South and
Southern Africa nor should they
jeopardise the role that the West
can play in developing and stabil-
ising Southern Africa as a region

l velopment of South and South-

on the stodent and dubious voi-
%
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ces expressing radical rhetoric so
often amplified by the media.

1 ask vou, Sir. to continue
weighing up your responsibilities

and the responsibilities of
America against the background
of what effective Black leaders
with real mass constituencies
have to say.

History has taught me and
Black South Africa that past
Western democratic posturing
and verbal condemnation have
left apartheid intact. | see today
in the United States an upsurge
of genuine concern about apart-
heid. But | also see a great up-
surge of verbal condemnation of
apartheid and the kind of postur-
ing which has been of such little
significance in the past.

There is a storm brewing in the

Continwed overleaf...
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United States about American
responses to apartheid and I
think that time will tell that many
of those who are involved are
serving double agendas.

They may well be indignant ab-
out the lack of even minimal hu-
man rights for Blacks in South
Africa, and they may well be
genuine in their indignation. For
this indignation and genuineness
I am deeply grateful.

They may. however. have
other agendas in which apartheid
is being used as an issue to beat
you. Mr President. and to dis-
credit your administration.

Some are making a political
football out of our suffering. and
| ask vou to stand firm and to do
whatever you can to de-politicise
the question of what America can
do to aid those who are not in-
volved in the struggle for
liberation.

Apartheid has a kind of evil
virulence and it has a proven
durability. There are many who
are making the tactical error of
attempting to encapsulate this
virulence in an isolated South Af-
rica shut off from Westem
influences.

The indiscriminate economic.
social and political isolation of
South Africa. applied mindlessly
and regardless of consequences
for each action. will deeply and
adversely affect the non-violent
democratic struggle to bring ab-
out radical change. The total iso-
lation of South Africa would
favour those who aim to bring
about change by violent means
and to establish a socialist or
even communist state.

It is indisputably true that
Whites cannot manage mining.
industry and commerce on their
own and that the sustained eco-
nomic growth to which they as-
pire can only be achieved by
moving towards parity between
Black and White,

White political apartheid is
now under very real siege by eco-
nomic reality and the non-violent
transition from apartheid soctety
o a society based on the princi-
ples of open democracy will be
greatly enhanced by a sustained

high rate of economic growth.
| Disinvesiment and the eco-
nomic isolation of South Africa
will bring about increased im-
mediate hardships and starvation

and will increase disease in the
short term. without medium term
and long term gains to balance
deprivation and suffering,

I am acclaimed by millions
when [ say that while the struggle
for liberation in South Africa
needs Western inputs, it is pri-
marily # Black South African
struggle which we ourselves
wage for our own future.

[ speak for millions when 1 say
that we see tactical and strategic
advantages in a rapidly growing
economy. The West, Mr Presi-
dent. must allow us 1o determine
our own tactics and strategies
and to charter our own course
into the future of our choice.

Black South Africa knows that
there are no easy solutions to the
apartheid problem. and we cer-
tainly know that an armed strug-
gle which continues to fail and
which exacts terrible prices will
destroy the foundations on which
we will one day have to build a
future.

Quite apart from the moral 1s-
sues involved, and quite apart
from the fact that an arfmed strug-
gle tends to shape society for
authoritarian governments of the
future, I have other concerns ab-
out the use of violence.

Black South Africans know
that without bases in neighbour-
ing states. and without interna-
tional diplomatic, logistic and
material support and, further-
more, without areas inside South
Africa which can be liberated.
the armed struggle must fail.

Whether. Mr President. your
bold grasping of the South Afn-
can thorny nettle in your formu-
lated constructive emgagement
policy will bear the fruits that all
democrats hope for. remains to
be seen.

Experience gathered over gen-
erations makes me and my fellow
Black South Africans sceptical
about the role of the West in our
struggle.

[ believe vou are nght in for-
mulating a South Afnican policy.
I belhieve that within this frame-
work Dr Chester Crocker has
played a positive role in Namibia
but the vast majority of ordinary
Black South Africans are not yet
aware of anything meaningful in
their own lives which has flowed
as something new from America
because of constructive en-

gagement.

I and all Black South Africans
applaud the emphasis which has
been placed on aid for education
programmes in South Africa.

The struggle for liberation

would be strengthened by
American-backed  educational
programmes and would be

strengthened even further if edu-
cational aid were extended to
health education and educational
programmes which are comple-
mentary to the in-service training
programmes aimed at vocational
advancement in work situations.

I am particularly aware of
Black South Africa’s apprecia-
tion for the aid which is given for
humanitarian purposes, Amen-
can assistance given o us for
drought relief and to help us meet
the terrible plight of those devas-
tated by floods by cyclone
Demoina Was greatly
appreciated.

Mr President. the responsibil-
ity to liberate South Africa is
ours. but the West must not
under-estimate the desperate
need to provide humanitarian aid
to suffering communities involv-
ed in our struggle.

When ordinary  suffering
humanity s sustained by aid
programmes. more morale in the
struggle for liberation nses. The
raising of Black South African
morale is something the West can
do and should do. and will I hope
accept as a very important inpul
to the struggle.

Mr President. may 1 in conclu-
sion express the real fact that the
value of educational and other
aid programmes backed by the
United States will have a greatly
diminished wvalue if they are
based on partisan American as-
sessments of the Who's Who in
Black South Afrnican politics and
not on needs and opportunities.

The need to be blind to Black
party political affiliations ir
South Africa cannot be over
emphasised.

[ plead for aid for Black Soutt
African organisations across i
broad front of Black South Afri
can activity and [ ask you M
President and your administri
tion to do everything that can b
done to remove aid to Blacl
South Africa from the Americai
party political arena.
e sl —




American dialogue

The practice of democracy is deeply and adversely affected by

Inﬂuentia! Amencans including Senators, Congressmen and the ‘ I,

chief executive officers of large corporations heard Chief Buthelezi
explain during his recent visit to the US that the crucial question now
was whether or not big cmganies could play a positive role in the
process of helping to bringabout change in South Africa.

Hl: told them: I am watching with some interest how Amencan
companies will in fact ve 10 the currem situation. If big busi-
ness has a job of work to do in South Africa beyond the turning over
of dollars: if America as the world’s leading industrial nation, and
the world's leading democratic country. uses big business as a party
En!ilical tool. and if activists and lobbyists in the United States beat
ig business in the field of public relations and mount the kind of
pressures on big business which forces their hand in South Afnica,
{‘hfi:n we will be witnessing something we have not vet witnessed
efore.

In the past big business interests in the West had participated in the

development of the South African economy and had done so within
the framework of apartheid. They had been party 1o the fact that
economic development had favoured Whites at the expense of
Blacks, There was now no doubt that the West generally and big
business in particular were — in the last generation — blind to the
horrors of apartheid. This was not the case now and American
businessmen had "“seen the writing on the wall ,.."

Am\‘:ril:a. he said. had the kind of massive wealth which afforded it
the luxury of being involved in South Africa or not being involved.
Big business in America was aware of that power and one of its
options was to withdraw now in the certain knowledge, and perhaps
even capitalist arrogant knowledge. that they were not foregoing
}nwlvement in the development of South and Southern Afnica
orever. ;

_Hf: Eai[! (:nngressmm and Senators in particular would be receiv-
ing conflicting signals from Black South Africa... Black South Afn-
cans had the right to differ with each other and to pursue differing
aims and objectives. However, as a democrat he believed that the
final arbiter of who was “acceptable™ and who was not acceptable,
were the masses of ordinary Black people. Mo other organisation in
the country was endorsed by ordinary people as effectively as
Inkatha was endorsed. For that reason he asked that his observa-
tions be taken seriously.

Chief Buthelezi asked Americans to “employ their indignation

.r.krilf:j‘ully and rationally™ and to bear the following nine points in
mind:

L

circumstances of mass poverty, 1 ask Americans to remember
that Black South Africans do not wish to destroy the foundations
of future progress by indulging in the politics of anger which is
satisfying in the short term but detrimental in the medium and
long term.

. The majority of Black South Africans seek to bring about funda-

mental changes in South Africa through the politics of negotia-
tion, and by employing non-viclent means.

. Ordinary Black South Africans see politics as a bread and butter

thing and as a vehicle for improvements in their standard of living
and n individual family circumstances.

. Black South Africans are intimately aware of White power and

that it will be used to protect Whites preferentially if South Africa
began to feel the effects of economic isolation,

. Ordinary Blacks do not distinguish between those among them

who were forced to live in urban ghettoes by apartheid and those
whom the same apartheid forces to live in rural areas. For them,
the rural/urban dichotomy does not exist as a political dimension.
and for them life under apartheid rule is as obnoxious for Blacks
in apartheid-created townships. or apartheid-created so-called
homelands.

Black South Africans do not wish to pay terrible prices for failing
strategies and they neither believe that the armed struggle, nor
the effective economic isolation of South Africa, could succeed
in destroyi ::g apartheid for the forseeable future. Both the armed
struggle and increased economic deprivation. which Blacks
would experience as the result of effective economic sanctions
against the ¢country as a whole, would involve Blacks in paying
heavy prices for gains which would be minimal if there be any
gains at all.

Black strategists with their feet on the ground are aware that

ople who suffer as we suffer. experience losses of morale in the
ace of the prospects of greatly increased suffering. It is the taste
of something better which galvanises impoverished people to
demand more and which creates a sustained determination to
struggle for that more,

Righteous indignation which vents itself against South Afnca’s
Wﬁite apartheid bosses but which also extolls casualties from
Blacks. must be rejected. as the use of bombs against strategic
and military targets m South Africa which kill and maim ordinary
Black citizens in the process. must be rejected.

Americans must always remember that the international might of
the United States should not be used to dictate to Black South
Africans about what they should do and what they should not do.
and what they should suffer and should not suffer, as Americans
give vent to anger and indignation against the horrors of
apartheid. ’
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