
Why We Have Protested 

ON the 12th May, the General Laws 
Amendment Bill, commonly known as 

the "Sabotage" Bill, was published, and for 
a day or two t h e country considered the 
implications of its drast ic and far-reaching 
provisions. Then the protests began. In 
the weeks tha t have followed, protests have 
swelled; newspapermen, politicians, busi
nessmen, churchmen, lawyers and laymen 
—all have combined to condemn the wide 
t e rms and definitions and the harsh penal
t ies of this Bill, and have pointed out the 
dangers of placing comprehensive and 
a rb i t ra ry powers in t h e h a n d s of one 
Minister and his unknown successors. 

The Minister of Justice has claimed that this 
is a measure to preserve democracy, and that 
the principle of the Bill is to combat sabotage 
and curb Communism; and he has asked the 
country to accept his assurance that it will be 
used only against those who are guilty of these 
offences. Lawyers have pointed out, however, 
that many of the clauses of the Bill violate the 
Rule of Law, and that the definition of sabotage 
is so wide as to endanger persons who are any
thing but saboteurs in the real sense of the 
word. Also, the fact that the Suppression of 
Communism Act has already been used against 
declared anti-Communists, and the manner in 
which the Minister himself replied to the Second 
Reading debate on this Bill by decrying many 
of his critics and opponents as Communists or 
Communist-inspired, must detract from his 
assurance in this respect. 

The Black Sash has repeatedly declared its 
opposition to the creed of Communism, and, as a 
law-abiding organization, it accepts that it is the 
duty of a responsible government to deal severely 
with any person proved guilty of sabotage or 
violence. Nevertheless, in our opinion this Bill 
constitutes a threat to fundamental democratic 
freedoms and principles, including one of the 
basic principles of parliamentary democracy: that 
all citizens have the right to oppose and criticize 
government policy, and to work for a change of 
government. 

For these reasons, Black Sash Headquarters in 
Johannesburg decided to hold a continuous vigil 
to demonstrate total rejection of this Bill, and 
Regions and Branches In other parts of the 
country followed suit. 

"J 'LL be judge, 111 be jury", 
Said cunning old Fury, 

T i l try the whole case 
And condemn you to death!" 

LEWIS CARROLI^-'Alice in Wonderland" 

il Die Swart Serp. Junie. 1962 


