
DISTRICT SIX "PLANNED SOCIAL SABOTAGE" 

From BARBARA WILKS 

r F \ H E decision of the Ministers of C o m m u n ­
ity Development and of P lann ing to pro­

claim a large part of District Six a g roup area 
for Whi tes lias been described as " q u i t e a 
bombshe l l " . 

By those who care for the dignity and happi­
ness of their fellow citizens, i t could still better 
be described as "planned social sabotage". In 
whatever official terms and under whatever offi­
cial initials the Ministers t ry to cloak their inten­
tions the effect is p la in: under the cynical dis­
guise of slum clearance further to disrupt and 
dismember the community of Cape Town. 

No one denies tha t the area has been in need 
of slum clearance, but it was the City Council's 
intention to rehabilitate the people in the area in 
which they lived — a far sounder plan than that 
of the Departments of Community Development 
and Planning of forcible removal. I t has been 
found, not only in South Africa, but elsewhere. 

The Black Sash, February/April I960 

tha t even voluntary break-up and removal of 
communities is often attended by worse evils 
than those it was intended to remove, and in this 
instance a settled community is to be transferred 
to a rootless, soulless environment. 

Dreary tale 

I t is the belief of the Black Sash that from 
this ill-considered decision evils will flow which 
will not only affect approximately 30,000 people 
of District Six who are to be moved, but all the 
citizens of Cape Town — the evils of suspicion, 
dissension, hopelessness and hatred. 

The dreary tale of sins committed in the name 
of apartheid or separate development is growing 
longer until even a lifetime of penance could not 
earn forgiveness for all of us who share in the 
blame of either actively helping or passively 
acquiescing in acts which a re the real sabotage 
of peace and harmony in South Africa today. 

Reprinted from "Cape Times." 

Die Swart Serp, FebruariefApril 1906 
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