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SHARPEVILLE

DAY

I agzite ol [ha imensfied represson
o e Slote of Emergendy, pacpla
{hmagheat v COUNITY COMTHEN-
ralind Heroes Day om March 214l
We commuamanls Harsas Doy in
rezegration of all those who haes
lallen in gur Sinsgoie  BRasE]
o i e O s

Cn MApech Fisk 1980, 31 years
age, 80 poopks wers kiled e
1 S0 wra e vt Pl Qe
dowwn lafgia groups of wraermesd
damonsraiors in Shargseal b, whan
fhey allared 1ThamssHves up for
arraat in proiest againet the histed
Pass Laws Thi call lor & peaoolul
mli Pasis campakgn came fram tha
FAG, Exmctly 25 yaara lalar in
104, Srwr g b Dy was elched
maore bicodily inhe cur hdléey ol
registprcs  when MOoUurEs  on
lhair wiiy 10 @ funerad in Langa in
e Egshern Capss wara guiiad
dipwr, Fasislting in 459 deaihs.

afior fha Shampevils mpssscra
thomusands ol peogha Irom Gl
prOg S Oganisabons wens
aresied andthe Fan  Alnoones
Congrais (PAC) and Ml dfrean
Hatignal Congress (AMGC) banned
Cinly altés ihair banning did thesi
ibaraiony movemens ke up the
armad lnapdhd.

influx contral and
pass laws.,

Imfge aniral and pasl lirss. wens
intFpducad alier the indgencus
peoip b venne ol epeaeciad ol Dhesr
Iand Thasa lnes alowad the staie
condred cwer workens livea and
laid the basa lor  capiaksi
dhawalopmant.

for the padl cenlury, Sutcessive
QovEmments have besn rying o
ksap fhe black working class
LNk Thair thumb by Ezeping and
modityineg the spasthaid caninls
1Fei! padl.

Tha capilalists control the South
African esconomy; thay  Banefil
Trosss (had Al Soevined amd Pass-
e mince theose loee eraure Bham
ol masares piehiE thncuegh e
ma g nanos and coningd ol 3 unsk
PGl of cheap bhack &GS in

bariusians Allhough 1he Pass lyve
——————

have Been abolished ihe =Saie is
UGy othar lysee (o mainiain iflius
contral Tha slala through A
ralarm policies vy o eatien i
mors geer] racie! landanc s, bui
Fhas wrhiadlying racist and sxplo-
Rl 541G U rees. resmmai n, Ared lhang
im no s S Silainnon

forced removal

‘Workers lomced inka The Gy, STy
momsslands shane their famikes
die of starsaibon. will accapl Krs
wyges pnd wahakhy woking
coeelliong wihioh  keep  the
bosses profits high Tha Balha
regime dayd thal pass liws have
paen soapped—we know that thii
im b pescpla e sl Baing osked
155 B thiew I0s by police. The
staie sill by remane s pacpda
il rural g ival bod. Ty S0 ooninos

phi moeamanl of workesrs Tha
sysiem =hil remireas paoplo far
away lrgem [Magir work places

state violence

The Sharpeeils éanl mamnad a
furning @poit in our histary, 1t
mariedhe ersd ol 4 e paniod of
norFaiaken Slrugpke and brought
i a pariod of direct confnonkatics
wigh {he slale mechingry. The
rre iy o B pkoited ord oppresssd
peopks belisssd Bar @ Dng Time
that full paliical righis would be
i B Theem Hhugh probiaisliong,
negolialione amd paSiicrs. This
baled Ras Besen shatiersd By
povernmen] wiaklecs ahd sl
regwaimian. By the start of the
1860E thouasrds of cur commde
hadl  Ewsan  impnsoned,  axed,
murdared and banned. Todse in

1887, Thousands manm ans iscing
WO FeErREsion

In hig climabe of dinect Wil e
agensl our peophs, b blood:
slained awanla ol Sharpaville,
Langs, Litanhagd &4 many othos
hawe proves e the cppeassad and
anpdrited black working class thal
principhad unity and Fothing lees

Eham B decisivd wietany gver the
racisl capilall regime ard s
tzallsbomainmn, con beng He working

olass economic and  polifical
Imadiom

Lot usstrugghe fora socu ks socisty
whind Wi will be in ooninod of cas

aan lees wharea =s will maka
it Tor oursebages.

Aclicn Youlh kasted a oultural
avlnieg on tha 20th March in
commamsantion ol Sharpiells
Dy, Closs o 150 panple
wttandad. & video, ape and slids
show, maslic and posiny wes
rackbmd by an  Eppreciabhe
sudignca. Epesakers from youth
afganieaticne, trade ualons snd
BPOrts oegeniesticne all codiri:
Emrted 8o making tha svening o

An eyewitness

“Titw crowmd ssemad ba ba locanky
pathared draund the Serecen
{Emmauredcans] and o the fringes
peopky wana walkng in and aul
Tras kids weres playing |In oF thars
W aboul 3000 people. Thay
apamed amialbde. Suddanly thers
Wil @ sham rapad rom e disection
of thie police skatesn Them ware
ciag o 'lrseleihy jour Rand] -
WOMEns wises, | [Hought Tha
ik came Trom the pobce alation
and | could S o srall saciion al
The G o] el oeound the Samcens:
Harts winl up im el Aleanisl
salule. The B Ghaaling staried
‘W heard tha chater of & machine
e, Thay another, iBss anothse
Thare wers hundresds ol women,
S0 of Bham Bughing. Thoy sl
have thoughi He polics wan finng
Elanka. Cine warman wak hit abaul
ben yands from our car  Mew
COMEpANIDN, & VOURD AN, W
besh wian gt lell Ho

phar hpd sdumitded, Thin be lurned
hviar v mngd dis Thad har chass
had bian shat away, Ha lcoked ab
thi blaad on hi hand &nd Said
My God, sha's gonaf

report by journalist Humphrey Tyler:

“Hiindradk ol kide wees running,
b, D Vit ko e din id Blarkosst
coal, which Fe hald up bahised ks
Pz, thinking, pertoaps. that it
might gave him from e Bgdinle
Som ol i el dresy, Faed by as tall
A& Ehe grass. wan lesgping e
rabiits. Soma ware shol, oo S0l
ifa Shaoting wesi on. One of 1ha
policaman wars standing o lap ol
i Sarscen, and ithookad aEthough
b weaes Tiring Miss dbem gun s the
crdradl. e was swinging & around
ina wideare from his hip.as Bhough
P AR QARG & MOsa Carsen
T oihvir polics cficers ware om
th frack with Fém, and il iceked pe
il thwey wrs firing pishole™

‘Mot of i bodias wane Eaaem
an the road running Beough tha
Thekd in which we were, One man
who had boan Bt wtil, dansdy
@ 13 hix leed, sfagoeend a few
gk Bwn el in g heap &
woman sal wih har hasd oupped
In Pl P, (hrem by one thei guns
slopped. Befora The shooting |
heard fa vearning 1o B cromd 1o

dmparss. Thand wad no warning
willdy When The shootiog slamed
It did not &Bap unkl Shone wad o
Itwing dhing in thi hugs compoynd
in fant ol the police shation. The
police hawe clsmad they wene in
daspemale dangor DockdEs (he
orowd was alaning tham Yei anly
Thress pofioE Ml wita faparded §o
haria s hil by slones - and sora
than 200 pacpla wans shal down
Tha pelics also have said ihal ke
Growd wilsi afsied with ‘Ienooious
woanons' which Wiored the ward
altsr thay Thed

Wiy o WO, AEhOUGH | ke
very Canreluly. sl aMemwands
Sudied the phoicgraphs of the
death scana. White | wad thene |
saw only shors, hals snd & boe
bicyclas lalt among tho bodies
The crowd gawe ma i reasson b
fosid  scmrad, Hoagh | mowved
among them withcut any distin-
fuighing mark 1o peoleot ma, quils
obvious witk my while ake, | Bk
Ihe police were soarad though,
#rd | think the croswd Rnes 117,






