METAL UNIONS MERGE

TOWARD 1 UNION 1 INDUSTRY

Cin 22-24 May 1587, a new meial
and Sulomalive wofecs unian
e [ i e b e o 1.3 00000 s
Isunched. The new union is calksd
HLBASS - she Maboral Urdon of
Matabsporkars of Soulh Alrica, s
represents approsimately 30% of
wirkdsd in (he relevant indusiry.

Thiz mesger ook place batwesn
e W ial mnd Al Werksrs: Umion
|FAAWLE, T Mationad Sulomobibe
and Alked Workens. Uinkon {RUSANWLE,
e Moior Assembly and Compo-
nant Waorkers Lnian {MACWLISS),
irle  Moboer  Imdustry  Comibinssd
Workers Umiom  [WECWL), 1his
Unitad Mining Metsl and Alied
‘Worers Union o Bouil dlvica
PR AAIEA, and soeme ma b
of tha Tr and General
Winkars Unksh and tha Qeneral

angd  Allied ‘Workers  LUnion
(TEWL and GAWL), The Soulh
Adrican  Allled Workars  Unian
ISAAWL] fafed o respond do
requagle and iwilationa by the
feasibiity commilten (¢ b pan of
arangements for the launch, and
lo gubm#@ Eheir relevand audibed
mambarahip lgures They wans
Hhaies. eeciuidesd droim R s ngasr.

political policy

An imporiant debabe ss regards
thia politeal pobkcy of ke new
union was e guastion of ihe
scioplion of the Freados Chariar,
Thte guesiion ol tha Frasdom
Crarter dominaied el cofgrass
and the debats raged for hours.
Thiga fsdlulionk gt kaeand by
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dalegales are set cul balow,
procedural problems

Thee groer in which b ressiubicns
vy Qihbegd pat e GAWLU masake
Bz Tirsl, e NAAWIY meschaiion
second. and MAWLE reschaicn
last The malivabors for this GAWU
ress ol wian besd Hresir ppsolufion
b b winbesd oo intesatmbely. Chhar
participants objecled: My fait
Irat all the reschsfions should be
miotivabed ard thian ecled uper, |
would also maean that i tha GAWLU
mEnlulion wers  sdopled, the
othed rasclubesra would Tall pesy
wifhout being diso ussad

Aler o et cdelaats, the proposes.
o Thie GAWL rosolisfios el That
thair resakdion was Incorporaied
# Tha BAAWL ores, and Thel ey
would drop their resolution in
baatiur ol Ehe NAAWL resolulion
Thery Hhen demanded iFak ihe
HWAAWL rescluben B gt 80 The
wold Fariicspants onoo again
ohjscied lor ihe sames reasons.

Suracd et Paabier st rapQed around
ihi issue, and a proposal wasthen
Dul lorsand that bolh Hee BAAKWL
il WAL Faschitons e adopied
This propasal was ovesrahiel mingly
accephed

Balow Is o summary o the angu-
menis around Ehe issus

for

1w it dosrevaerd thal ihes Frasckonn
Charder wes a documsnd of groat
histarical impomancs, and that it
Wk imparatiee for the ceganked
wnrking class io foem an allanca
wilh yosth @nd community ogank
At Working Class altiuda 1o
thi¢ Freedom Charer had bo ba
taken from the altilude of Bese
aliag 1 Bhia Fraedom Chiaibe,

It was also put farward 1hat ona
shonikd be caralul sal 1o alisnale
thade alkss by adopling a diffaran)
palitical programme.

“Friendly wa T wars isued
I mapane who did not take v
accound ihe oonssgquences ol
possibly alignaling one's alliss,

RMICWL
i
o T
-&Hﬂ‘ nat isduad in thei regand
Some delegaies ol that B lnl'!ﬂiii

Fraadom Chertee should nol be
adopted wilhoul o baing Rully
discussed on Bha Taiory Noor, and
a mandsie ablained from workens
LT R

Anotker wiewpoint pul forward
winh [hal delegabtes had bo kok af
iz Gas b e off D o ez micil
While OnD Sow Dhn Nacassily b
ferm aliances wih commanity -
Bagld aigiriailions ths had o
b saen in e conlaxl of R
Inlernalkonal anid histancal
amperience ol the working class
Aa mocmlises, i1 impatasd B
bulld  polikcally  eSapandan
working clyss oganisstion. Only
whian B working cleas takes the
bad e Digareses indepsandaiy,
can inee demoomoy for all iha
paople in 54 be guaraniesd

In @sccordarce awith COEATL S
princigks al e rospendence and
pdernhin fole &l the wodking
claes, it is imporiant ihat whan he
ofganissd working class o
0 an abiance, il doak &0 an it
dwn poldical programme. The
whrking clags @ nal larced 1o
adapt Femsehes 0 the DRogrammies
f Pheir aliena, CRamay was sapeeseed
al I ' Iriandly waming s’ this) wees

PN

From el abossi, wa can claardy
Bes Heem was nol o simpksie
senepiance gl fhe Freedos Charber
R FES Dpen porireyed in the
oommeiCial prass Some socialtils
in MUMSA sen 1he adoplios of
balkh 1hs MA&AWL amd MAWL
resalulions &k FRaving led the
basis for (R devalopmant of &
aocinbsl  polEcal  programmo
which will go bayond the imied
damands ol 1ha Frassdam Chadar,

There are oifsers whes s Hae
Fresdom Charter as a sysbsl, but
it maist be remembared that 1ha
Freedom Charier & regandad by
il Aupporters a8 @ political
DPOGFRIT ik, [T SOt it oo

ree [he Frepdom Charler ==
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B2 i Matsiral Democratic shruggle
This initsaH is net in s kang-leem
intezpsis of the working class. bn
ardar ko salablish the leadership
of ha wearking cliss, mske cornect
allances and buikd nee Socislsm
and demacracy, the workieg olass
s i have 28 ows claar political
programime

Thi Fraacicm Chartes s it stands,
can b aocomosaied iy Gapitalsm
Altempls gl making the Fraadom
Crariar  pocepisble. 88 dhao
BLAAWL rasabilion doas by dislin
pashing between tha Malignal
Demccratic  struggle  againss
aparihesd afd B aociale] snaggle
against capetaliss, is Balh mig
kading and incomel & cangenous
Irand is alis Ihe stemps o shiffe
debabe around b clauses of the
Fresscam Charter

A lurihai peablem bessibng the
unity ol woerkans in uniang, is {hat
all wourk co nol suppor e
Fregdom Chamtail, Seme worksr
suppor e dAzanas Manilesio.
whila alhare have prollams with
bolf decumants, The debatas
argund e Fragdom Chaer g
Lar brgm cosmr. Thee uigent ask dar
al of us % buikd unions Eka
MUMERA, @ bo fight for working
Glass oconirol basad an 5 chear
socmlist pol&ical programma






