WOMENS' OPPRESS!

In our previous issue
we dealt with black
working women's oppress-
ion and exploitation.
In this issue we take a
lock at the biological
and historical aspects
‘of women's oppression.In
our forthcoming issues
we shall focus on : The
Nuclear Family and cap-
italist society, women's
liberation movements,wo-=
men activists and middle
class women.

In this article we

attempt to answer the
question : Does women's
oppression stem from a
biclogical difference
with men or from the
historical developement
of society 7

BIOLOGICAL ASPECT

Women's physical weak-
ness' has never prevent-
ed her from performing
work as such. The volume
of work performed by wo-
men has always been con-
siderable. Far from wom-
en's physical weakness
removing her from prod-
uctive work, in most
cases her weak social
position has made her
the slave of it.

It is also suggested
that biological differ-

ences such as the great-|

er physical strength of
men and the fact that
women bear children lead
to social roles out of

sheer practicality. How-
ever ,the sexual division
of labour (wife and mot-
her versus father and
breadwinner) in western

society is not universal

In some societies bio-
logy appears to havehad
little or no influence

on women' s roles.Feor ex- [

ample, the Mbuti pygmies

in che Conge rain forest,|

4 hunting and gathering
society, where there are
no specific rules for

the division of labour,
both men and women hunt
together. In some Asian
and Latin American coun-
tries, a quarter of the
labour force in mines is
female.

HISTORICAL ASPECT

During primitive times
men and women were occu=
pied as full-time hunt-
ers and warriors. Women
developed most of the
basic tools, skills and
techniques at the base
of social advancement.
Out of the wvariety of
crafts they practised
pot-making, leather-mak-
ing, house-building,etc.

Women were thus the pro-
ducers of new life and
and the material necess-
ities of life. They were
able to accomplish this
because they worked tog-
ether as a collective
community of producers.
This explains why the
earliest societies were
matriarchal, with women
occupying the central
place of the clan. Hence
we have a refutation of
the myth that women have
always been the inferior
sex and that her place
has always been in the

home.

IC REVERSAL COME ABOUT?

It began with cﬁanguu
in the
society.
of private property lead

to the

The disintergration of
communal societies began

6 to 8
ago ,

and cattle farming being
practiced on a
scale.This in turn brou-
ght about material surp-

luses

efficient economy and a
new way of life.

The old sprawling tribal
communes began to break
down;First into seperate
‘lclans then into seperate
families and finally in-

to the
became

ers of
and of

end.

In the new society man

producers and propriet-

relegated to the
and her family.

Only in a socialist soc-
‘Jiety will the discrimin-
] ation against women and
‘| the exploitation of wor-
kers,both men and women,
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