
HEALTH CARE: FROM BAD TO WORSE

The"latest government proposals to decrease the health budget for Natal
pl'O\rinciai hospitals "ill serve to worsen an alread)' precarious situation.
Health care in Natal has always been inferior for the vast majority of the
oppressed., and bas for a long time been tottering on a shoestring budget and
an inadequate number of medical, paramedical and general staff.

The latest cutbacks mean that more people than at present \\ill needlessly die
due to inadequate health care.

Only a government with absolutely no interest in the welfare of its people
could introduce such rulings. Recently the state accused health workers who
wenl on strike ofcallous disregard for the lives of their patients; yet the same
state today finds it most opportune to deprive patients of medical care. This
act will directly contribute to the deaths of more patients.

This is obviousl)' a government that has utter contempt for the health and
welfare of the oppressed. It knows that the health system \\ill not collapse
but merely worsen. After all, what does it care about a further increase in the
number of people dying?

An:)' government that places the health and welfare of its people foremost
\\ill find the resources to care for its sick. Our demand is for a free and
accessible health care system for all in South Africa. The onl}' conclusion we
can reach is that this goyemment is unfit to rule.

****

THE ELLIS PARK INCIDENT

On Saturday 15th August 1992, seyenty thousand spectators arrogantly sang
"Die Stem" - their racist "national anthem" - at the commencement of the
rugb}' lest match between South Africa and New Zealand at Ellis Park. This
rendition sen'ed to directly insult the oppressed.

We hold the National OI)1Dpic and Spons Congress (NOSC) and the African
Natioftal CongRSS (ANC) responsible. From the inception of the NOSC
(which was I-melled ";!h the blessing of the ANC) a sellout on the spons
from lOOk sIIape. The ANC, in its haste '" briq about a IICplliaIed political
-. sac:riliced the_" d-' perIODS by r"'ling bcJsus unity in
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