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INTRODUCTION
On 12 October 1985, Rowyn Rljlh, ogod 17, _ killed lrIglcally in.
motor occident.

The untimoly _th of onIlO young. but 10 full of promisl, come ...
IhIttlrlng blow to .11 who knew him.

Rowyn led • short. but rlmlrklbl. life - • life worth recording 10 thot
it ITIIY inspiro young poopIe to welk in the Pith cholln by him.

It i' our sed, but proud duty, to PlY tribute to Rowyn by • brief dIS­
cription of his chlrlCllr .nd ICtiviti. he hod engoged in.



AS A STUDENT
For mOlt pa" of his school caretr, Rowyn's perfonNlnce _ high Ind
IChool r.ports predicted I brilt!t ecademic future for him. How.ver,
from the .nd of lest V.lr, when he wrote his ItencWd S .xamination,
the prediction of his future _ thet of brillience. The lmended predic­
tion _ understendeble because Rowyn had obtained five "As" Ind
one "S". His position _ first. not onlV in his cl_, but in the entire
division. This performance ..rned him four Certificetes of Merit,
including one eech in Physicol Science, Mathematics end Siology. He
_ III set on I cou.... of stuell. Ind I career in which he would hive
ecquittld himself with honour end distinction.

AS A PERSON
In his relltionship with _I., Rowyn displeved I simplicity Ind I
humility which .ndeared him to III with whom he came into conteet.
His fri.ndlin.... his strong _nse of loy"lty Ind wermth won him I Ilrge
number of fri.nds.

H. 1110 won the respect Ind admiration of members of his ego group
because of his knowledge end seriousness in dilCU8ion which went fer
beyond the IChooi syllobus. His bola- Ind In uncompromising ad­
herence to principl. _ the youth rallv Iround him.

AS A SACOS SPORTSPERSON
Manv will rem.mber Rowvn .. In .nthusiestic sporupenon. A1thoult!
he .njoyed pleving verious codse of IPO"', his fim love _ cricket. At
the time of his delth, he _ I captain of his school cricket teem.

Rowvn _ very pe"iculer end proud of pleving III his sports under the
SACes benner. He did not toIerlte _I. who believed the cau_ of
the oppreooed _I. by pleving in the racist sports orgenisetio..,
which of nlcollity, remeined outside the SACes fold.

For 10m' tim. before his delth, Rowyn waged I rel.ntl.. bettl.
egoinst In infringement of SACOS principl.. by I young crick.t plover.

Inspite of In Ittempted cover·up by the orgoniser of the mltch Ind I
criminll indiff.rence shown by I Nltal Crick.t Selector, Rowvn had
the mltter taken to the highest officill In the Cricketing Code. Rowvn's
chIrges egeinst the culprits_. upheld .. being velid Ind correct. Such
then, _ his _ity in defending Ind IpplVing the principles h. had
adopted.



AS A MEMBER OF APDUSA AND THE UNITY MOVEMENT
From I wry ..rly., Rowyn in_1Ild hl...lf in tIlIlOCllty in which
he INed. HI _ itiw to tIlIlUff...ings of till~ _10 Ind
1'IIC1Ild Ihllllly who r he come 1Cf'0II1C1S of _ion.

By till timo he _ 14 VII" old, he bogon to in..."'" him.lf in the
lCti.itles of APDUSA. At till end of 1983 he Ittondod the fi"t con·
fontnco of till Unity McMImont groups. Subloquently, he It1Itndod thot
historic conforonco whore till decision to form till New Unity Move·
ment was tlken.

His was not a mere ~lIing inteiHt in the liberltory mowme"t. On the
contrlry. he involYld him.lf in till struggle with I burning intensity.
He diligently IlliI1lld in till fieldwork of APDUSA. HI conduc1lld
politicol study groups of students. In Iddition he criticolly 0YIluo1lld
Ind imbibed till tllChings of APDUSA Ind till Unity Movement. His
responte to oppression \WI not jUlt an emotionll one • it: the unfor­
tunoto ee. with 10 mlny of our young people.

Rowyn IpprOllChed till politicol struggle in till lime WWV II he did in
his otlllr ICti.itles - mothodicol, thorough, systomotic Ind scientific.

His .rious Ipprooch to till struggle Ind his relltively IUperior know·
lodge modo him I noturol student IlIdor. It tIlIrefore. come • no
IUrpri. thot when his school stogod I stoy-lWOY • I prOtelt 19lIinst tho
decllrotion of tho SlIte of Emorgoncy, Rowyn. togotlllr with oth.....
_ in till forefront.

Despite his young YII", Rowyn disployod till mlturity of I ••"""d
f.-n fighter. He _ IVAre of till corruption of young bllck stu·
dents by till tiberols. When, tIlIrefore, he Ind otlllr students were
In.i1lld to hive brIlIkfllt in till Moyor's Porlour. port of tho coiebrotion
of tho IntornotiOlllI Youth Y_, he spurned till invitotion without
oven consulting his porontslfld till APDUSA IIIdoBhip. He hod 1'IIC1Ild
IlmOlt instinctively to till iII-dilllUilld Ittompt to lIduco till students
on till port of till white eloc1lld Moyor.

At till timo of his duth. Rowyn hod lireedy worked out for him.lf his
philosophy. From this philcoophy come his deep commitment 10:-

• The~ of _Iity of III ""men beings.

• The principle of non-recillism.

• The T....Point Pr_mo of till Unity Movoma,t ...~ing
the domocrItic domInds end lIPiritions of the ___
_ Ie.



• The policy of non·caU""'"tlon.
• The vlolon af I .i...... uni'" ond ._._iIl SClu1l> Africon

notion.

• A demOCIltic ",1tII1I of education in I cMmoaltic South
Africo.

CONCLUSION
Rowyn will llwoys bo """",,,borod • I vory lPICill po........ Tho huge
1I>rong of moun... It hi. funorol boo.. testimony te hi. papullrity. His
deo1l> left mlny sholllirod.

We. in APDUSA, hod roolised the groot patentill of this ill-stlrrod
youth. HI hod III the mokings of I dedicoted froedom fighter who
would hove te...rod IbcMl mony 1I>rough hi. inllilleet Ind single-minded­
.-. Needl_ to uy thet hi. lboence from our rinks will bo I grllt
1011.

To u. in APDUSA Rowyn _I codre. I comrede. I brother Ind I IOn.
Hence this tribulli

To hi. flmily mernbo... rellti_lnd friends WI! uy:-

It M' been your .ifIf/Ul.r honour to M" welked with Rowyn in
life .I"-it for 00 short. time. TMre i. only OM MY to honour
hi. memory. nomrtIy. to do tM thi. ,.. loved doi", end III
-owl or IUf1JM$ hi, commibl1.,r to tM .trutII/I- for • South
A'r~'"of --';on end exploit1ltion. """ore:-

"JaIn in tho CIIlIy _
Whoreln no mon ... foil.
far ......... fodolh ond diolh.
Yet hi. doods .....Iltill poI.ail"

(Will,." Morris)

WE SALUTE ROWYN RAJAHI

WE GRIEVE HIS PASSINGI
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