
"SOCIALISM" IS DEAD! LONG LIVE SOCIALISM! 

According to the Editorial of the "Natal Witness" of the 14 November 1989,"... Communism or 
scientific Socialism as an economic system is an unmitigated disaster". 

The Editor of the "Natal Witness" is doing no more than echoing what the imperialist mass media 
has been trumpeting throughout the world. Who knows, over zealous agents may have even 
attempted to broadcast this message to outer space in the hope of passing on to intelligent life 
there the best news capitalism has had after the publication of the Communist Manifesto in 1848! 

That there are serious political and economic problems in countries like the Soviet Union, East 
Germany, Poland, Czechoslovia, etc. is no lie. But to attribute these problems to communism or a 
revolutionary socialist system is a DOWNRIGHT LIE! 

The intellectual servants of imperialism know full well that the cause of the present turmoil in these 
countries is NOT socialism but STALINISM. They are also aware that chief amongst the causes of 
the economic crises in the East European countries is the fact that due to historical peculiarities, 
socialist governments were set up in countries which were least equipped economically for a 
socialist system. 

From the second half of the 19th century until the immediate past, capitalism suffered massive 
losses at the hands of the forces of revolutionary socialism. The fight between these two social 
systems was a continuous one. Notwithstanding the irreparable harm done to the cause of social
ism by the crimes of Stalinism, the ideological and moral victory belonged to socialism. People in 
the third world regarded their liberation and socialism as being synonymous. The same attitude 
prevails among the youth of the oppressed. To them oppression and capitalism was the one and 
same thing. 

Socialism, even though not fully understood by the oppressed, has a very powerful attraction for 
them. They are able to grasp that those who produce the wealth in society must have a say in 
what is to done to that wealth. All this has given imperialism and the local capitalists many 
sleepless nights. 

To counter the moral supremacy of socialism, Mozambique was held out an example of the 
failure of socialism. We will recall endless speeches and articles on that subject. The people were 
not fooled. They knew that Mozambique's troubles stemmed from the South African herrenvolk's 
policy of destabilization; they knew with hatred the murderous role of REN AMO and they also real
ized that Mozambique was let down by her then greatest ally—the Soviet Union. So that trick did 
not work. Therefore, when the tumultous events in the Soviet Union, People's China and Eastern 
Europe took place, Imperialism and the local capitalists went into ecstacies. This was their long 
awaited opportunity. And they did not waste time. This time there was no South Africa to blame; 
REN AMO does not operate in Europe. The enemies of socialism believed that they had an easy 
downhill run with their propaganda. They were not going to be pernickety about the differences 
between Stalinism and Socialism. For their purposes, no distinctions were to be drawn. They had 
to be presented as being the same thing so as to facilitate the denigration of Socialism. 

This, then, is the strategy of imperialism and their agents and pen pushers. We must tell the 
people the truth. We must tell them of the difference between Socialism and Stalinism; we must tell 
them of the international conspiracy of the capitalists to discredit Socialism and we must tell them 
of the dishonesty of intellectuals who are in the habit of making pious statements on all types of 

2 



issues but who will not hesitate to hide or distort the truth when it serves their class interests. The 
workers on the other hand regard Socialism as their ultimate Salvation. Hence their slogan: "Long 
Live Socialism!", 
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