South Africa

Emergency Campaign

A Call 1o Action

“T'he Afrikaner Natfionalist . . . will change only
when the pressure inside and oufside the couniry
becomes unendurable— ALAN PATON

The 72 Africans killed by police action at
Sharpeville, in the Union of South Africa on March
21, and the thousands who have been arrested
since are symbolic of the conflict and tragedy in
the Union. The struggle will continue until equal
rights are established for the 80 per cent non-white
majority in the population, until the franchise is
open to all, until the hated pass laws are revoked,
until equal pay for equal work is established, until
African political organizations and their leaders
are not banned or imprisoned—until Scuth Africa,
in fact, becomes a democratic country.

‘The Union of South Africa is the only nation in
the world which, as a matter of official policy, has
incorporated “white supremacy” {apartheid) into
law. Only disaster lies ahead for the Union if this
policy is not changed. An aroused world opinion
can supplement the efforts and the sacrifices of
those carrying on the struggle within the country
to bring about change, Africans, Coloreds, Indians,
and liberal whites in South Africa are appealing
for our support and action,



What You Can Do

Raise funds for legal defense and welfare. Dozens of Africans have been killed
and wounded by police action since the Sharpevilie massacre in March, Thou-
sands have been arrested. Families are without wage earners. Hospital bills,
court costs, and food and clothing needs are tremendous for those who suffer
because they oppose apartheid. The South African Emergency Appeal of the
Africa Defense and Aid Fund is raising $100,000 to meet these desperate needs.
You can help.

Join the international boycott of South African goods. Millions of people in
Great Britain participated in a boycott during March. The International Con-
federation of Free Trade Unions launched a two-month boycott on May 1,
backed in the U.S. by the AFL-CIQ. United States imports $100 million of
goods from South Africa, including lobster tails, metals, wool, precious stones,
furs, blazers, sports jackets, etc. Set up & committee to check what South African
goods are sold in your community or fabricated by your industries. Bring this
list to the attention of consumers, labor unions, and industrialists in your com-
munity. Write the Emergency Campaign for detailed information on the boycott.

Organize public protest meetings or invite a qualified speaker to your club,
church, synagogue, union, or other group in order to present the facts of the
South African problem, Write the Speakers’ Bureau of the Emergency Campaign
for assistance in obtaining speakers,

Protest against the inclusion of an all-white South African team in the 1960
Olympic games in Rome during August and September. No Africans are per-
mitted even to try out for the South African team in violation of Qlympic rules.
Write to Avery Brundage, President, International Olympic Committee, 10 N.
La Salle Street, Chicago 1, Hlinois.

Protest the policy of those American firms which do business in South Africa
and allow second-class treatment of their non-white employees. Urge .S, busi-
ness to refuse to bolster South Africa’s economy by not investing new capital in
a society based on exploitive apartheid. Write the Emergency Campaign for a
list of the U.S. firms with large investments in South Africa.

Urge the U.S. government to maintain a firm position—both in the U.N. and in
its diplomatic relations with South Africa~against apartheid. Commend the
government for its statement deploring the massacre at Sharpeville. Write Secre-
tary of State Christian A. Herter, Department of State, Washington 25, D. C.

Make your views on apartheid known to the South Africa government, Write
South African Ambassador Wentzel du Plessis, 3101 Massachusetts Ave, N.W,,
Washington 8, D. C.



reprinted from The New York Times Magazine, April 10, 1960

‘As Blind as Samson Was’

That phrase, scys Paton, deicribes the Sowth African advocaie of apartheid,
If hiz eyes are not opened for him, he threciens to desiroy himseli and others.

By ALAN PATON

KLoor, Natal, South Africs,

I thia article I am attempling to do-
pict the white Bowth African who ware-
servedly supporis apartheld, Ay bifs, his
baliafs, s behavior, ha thotights of
the future. It da wrilten under tha
skadow of ihe terrible happenings aof
Shorpoville, Transvaal, there wmors

than sgventy Africon 4 e
wete shoi deod by the police, and o,
the dur that has foltowed

tragic seriea of evendy thetf has baon
the diroct consequence of the apartheid
legisdation known as the Pmas Lows.
For thia tragedy the Afrikoner No-
st blomes L'

liverals, tho Raglish press amd e
sovagery of the Africon people. He
blames anybody, everybody, but him-
aelf, If ha doeg not change, ond guick-
Ty, the catastrophic end ix near,

I distinguish in this articls between
the Afrikaner and the Afrikonsr No~
thonalizt, bui I do not iutend This to
conceal the truth that the great Major-
#y of Afrikaners are Notiownlists whko
support apartheid. Nor do I wish o
coacenl the tricth that mosd E!lg“l);l-
speaking  Bowih  Africans  support
apartheld f one form or anoiher, ond
that tharefore tAcy ard wnable 1o offer
Fouth Africo any aliersative. If the
twhite voter wania apartheld, who con
give it to M Dotter lhan the Afri-
kaner Nuotionaliat b

DUGHT to be ahble to write about
the Afrikaner Nationalist and his
apartheid policien Ha s my bods

Heé tells me where I may live, to what
[arts of South Africa 1 may travel, to
what schools and wniveraities my chil-
dren may go, with what King of person
I may eat or drink in any public place.

He tells me what booka I may not
keep in nry house, and what kind of
people- may not llve with ms; he tells

people to have only four white repre-
sentatives In Parlinment, though hia
own Nationalist group of ene and s
half witllion hag mors than 3 hund 4

But, beginning in June 1960, he will
not allow any representation in Parlia-
ment for the ten milllon Africans, He
argues that Alricans have their own
territories, and there they ‘may have
their own self-government under tribal
autharity, And that is true, toa, just as
it iy (rue that any representative of
tribal suthority would lose his job in
five minutes if he falled to carry out
apariheid policy.

TH Indian p of Walf & million
#lso has no re tation in Parlla-
toent. If the Indisns Were given com-
munal representation, thay would prob-
abiy-abatain from umng it ‘on a spec-
tacular scale. Quite apart from that,
the Afrikaner Natlonalist does ol
want Indian representatives In Parlia-
ment. He just cannot forgive the Inm-
dlang for having come here, or the
British mugar farmers for having
brought them,

Thip Afrikaner ruer of mioe is, to
all pulward appearances, made of steel.
He goes on hipg way in the face of
mounting worlid disgpproval. Only three
governments fn the world think that
apartheid in hia own business. Al the
new African nations have de &
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PARTHELD is chenging

in character, It had to,
becaius of the pressure of the
outzide world. A few years
Ago, heid was mimply and
plainly heing boss. Our late
Prime Minister, Mr. J. G,
Birijdom, always called it by
its simple Afrikasns name,

just people doing God's will.

human, their moral ag-
pirations are remarkably com-
patible with their human

wighes, They like to be bosa.

ft. At this very moment, ordinary con-
sumers in many Western covmtries ane
hoycotting South African goods. Apart-
Asid ip, without rival, the best known,
the most hated, of all ths natianal
palicies of the workl, Yet the Natiot-
alist goey on. He sghowa no signs of
trimming hig agils.

‘Why does he behave like this? What
sort of man 8 het

» ox o

T does the Afrikaner Nation-
UU alist believe? He believes that
God made separate peoples, and that
He wants them to stay separate. He
often blames visiting sallora. for the
existence of a million and a balf ¢colored
people.  But we never had that many
vigiting salloxs. In any case, white
men atil) break the fleree Immorality
Act. Hardly a day pamsses but ihat
some White man—aome white man’s
family—is ruined because he has baen
caught breaking this iron law.

years or a thrashing of ten lazhes, or
any two of these.

Ho lomg aa I do not incite, however,
I can still write fresly and publish

pocially if it s publiched abread, The
ATci} Nationail - it as
treachery to Bouth Africa, and by

The Adrik
that God gent the Afrikaner to Africa,
end gave him & civilizing misgion. The
Ereat Voortrekher Monument at Pre-
toria—ao coldly regarded by all non-
tex the tri-
umph of civilization over barbarism.
The Afrikaner Nationalist bellevel

atay bosg, But now iy added
& mote terrible inoentive—the
fear that if they ddn't stay
bosa, Africa will spew them
out.

It docan't help—yest—to
talk to m MNationalist about
sharing powsr; sharing power
means the same to him as koa-
ing it. He thinks in racial
groups, he thinks in terms of
racial power; that is his whela

pieture of dusky in
glades; the word “Af-
Tiean'” ix uline vast

it “reparate development.”

In other words, opartheid
is the way to give everyone
B chance; one usesr boasakap
to Bbeparate wtterly every
white group from every nomn-
white group, in trains, huses,
cingmas, restourants, offices,
Inctories, residentini arems,
schools, universities; and even
to separate white English chil-
dren from white Afrikoaser
children in the schools; even
to smeparate black Zulu from
blsck binck
Xhosa in schools and urkan

townships,

‘When people are properly
peparated, frictlon will cease;
that iz the.great theory, Black
people wil not be humiliated
by white power; white pecple
will not be terrified by biack
power, and will therefore act
more justly. Eachk group will
develop ita meparate inetitu-
tions, There will be peace and
coopexation, whereds now
there in only fear and discord

Let us recognize honestly
that there are idealistic Adfri-
kaner Natlonilists wha have
turned with relief to the goual
of “separate development.” It

s something positive ‘to work
townrd. It in a goal infinitely
more virtuous than that of

baasakap,

Tet let us recognize also
that it ts a fantasy. That vet-
eran Afrikamer theclogian,
Frofessor B, B. Keet, cally it
a pipe dream, And sc R ia,
not only becanse it is a fan-
tasy, bul becauss one setka
refuge in the pipe when reallty
i too hard for cne. You can
argue with an idealistie Na-
tionalist, and almost get him
to the point of seeing that
“geparate development is A
dream, and that for betisr of
for worse we all have a cofy-
men destiny, and he witl grow
maore and more cornered, wntil
he sayz with desperate inten-
aity, he whose goal andg end

and pamsion 1n his peqple’s
survival, “Wa would rather
die.”

And will he die? And who
will die with hipa? Thede are
the questiony I am pondering.

LI

tion—unamely, that the Nation-
alist —above b,
@ nocepted. It



north to escape British rule,
it was the British who followed

is forced to the conclusion
that something is operating
ih  this particular Minister
againgt which he secmns power-
less. This particular white
man of Africa fears other men
of Africa so much that he
faare to touech their handa,
and he will not lef other white
men touch them either. And
he is a leader of Afrikaner

after them, dally when
the world's richeat gold de-
posits were found in Johan-
neshurg. It wus the British
wha conquered the two Adri-
kaner Republice in 1802 in the

foolish plan of Anglicizing the

Thiz triviality is not really
trivial. It shows the true na-
ture of apariheid, which in its
casence is a rejection of one’s
fellow man, The Nationalist
has rewrilten the second great
Com dment, and b

his world is in two parta, the

Afrikcaners.
It was the BPBritish who,
sbove ail others, took the di-

t ig in two parts
alsos

Thou shalt fve thy white
ighbor ns thyself, ro-

vergent ta of Afrik

dom and fused them into a
lonely and navcissistic people.
Not even Britain's magnani-
mous Memtoration of self-gov-
ernment after the Boer War,
ot 'even Botha's and Smuts”

ma, of i,

were able lo undo whet had
been done, The Nationalist
remaing obseesed with his

But there waa another great
factor also—the Africans, the
other men of Africa, The Afri-
kaner loved Africa, but he coudd
never come to terms with its
people. Iis people were not his
tellow-Africans; they were the

vided ke accepls apartheld.

Thou shalt love thy non-
white neighbor as thyssif,
provided he dogs wot live

lieves in opportunity for hiack
, but it must be over there.
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*hlack danger.” the “black ture? He looks at it with
wen’" They p ered him  farebedl but  then, he
and, though he congiered always did. Yef the forabod-
them, he never ceased to Iear ing has never been so greai
them, His fear of them s the B8 now, because the futurs, so
of all his policl mur;:.k.mhunevwbm;:

“ye.  Bear. been atanding oul

m’:::t ore must always there for three centuries; but
ALl of us are determined by  now 1t la knocking at the

our past, but, if we are to
grow up, there comes a lime
when we must take responai-
hiltty for ourselves, Today the
world says to the Afrianer,
“We no longer want to hear
akout the past and what others
did to you; we want {0 hear
about the future and whad you
will' do to others”

And the world s outraged
by the anawer.

* 2

sometimes happens when

same Bew edict of the Na-
ticnaltats 4 published, that
thelr opponents are not so
much angry as baffled. The
Minister of Bantu Education,
My, Willle Maree, hag just
ipsued a public ediet that his
white officlals must not sheke
hands with African teachers.

has always had to struggle,
that the new orlels ia nothing
new, But in his hesrt he
Mnows that this crisly is the
Iast of mll,

The Nationalist fanatic says,
"God made us, and if He will
destroy us, His will be done.”
Same oheervery think afl Na-
tlonallstn are lke that, and
that, llke blind Bamsan, they
will pull down the house upon
themsaelves and their snemies

In crisis, there in only ons
refuge for the group man.
That is to call the group

what the Frimes Minister, Dr.
Verwoerd,, is doing now. That
is what evary Nationalist

They muast bow to ¢ach other Prime Miniater did before bim.
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‘If he cannot change, if he
cannot hecome a true man
of Afrlcs, then there cannot be

becomes umendurabie.
Yet one must 2lso take into
account the terrible possibill-

hirn as he rejected it.

In that event, only the inter-
vention of the sutside world
can save ig fram starvation,
chaoa and death, Of pations, it
is Britain that hes the great-
eat. responaibility, for out of

outside world,

an b
eat Christian a;
twentieth century, or to take
the comsefuences,

Many of us pray that such
an order will scon be heard.
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