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PBAISE SONG FOR LUTULI

by Alan Paton

You there, Lutali, they thought your world was small
They thouglt you fived in Groutville

Now they discover

It is the world you live in.

You there, Lutull, they thought your name was small
Lutuli of Groutville

Now they discover

Your name is everywhere,

You there, Lutuli, they thouglht that you were chained
Like a backyard dog

Now they discover

They are in prison, but you are free,

You there, Lutuli, they took your tame of Chief
You were not worthy

Now they discover

Youare more Chief than ever.

Go well, Lutali, may your days be long
Your country cannot spare you

Win for uy also, Lutuli

The prize of Peace,

it






CONTENTS

L

= - V.

o

Praise Song for Lutuli by Alan Paton
Hlustrations

The mau

Student and teacher

Chief and member of the Native
Representative Council

The African National Congress
Prestdent-General

‘The Treason Trial and afeer

The great tour

Imprisonment again

The Prize

The man. who keeps en growing
A Reading List



Chicf dlbert Johu Moumbi Luuli



1. THE MAN

Avsirr Lururtis the fiest African ever to win the Nobel Peace
Prize, the great international prize for the man who has done
most or best in the warld to *further beotherhood among
peoples’,

He isalso ehe fiese man fu the history of South Africa capable
of uniting people of all vaces. Bur banned and banished, or im-
prisoned, he as not been left free to do this, And if South
Africa were a democratic country, with Afticans as well as
Bacapeans having the vote, Albert Loruli would mose prob-
ably be Prime Minister,

Lutuli is a man of dignitied bearing, Indeed, of noble bear-
ing, and thae nobility gives an impression that he is tall. 1e has
greying hair, he looks serious and his eyes study you atten-
tively, then saddenly they serews up in laughter, for he has a
strong and quick sense of humour,

Although Lueuli has been a chief and then a political leader
for neacdy chirty years he is a man of the people and during the
long years of beissy banished to the mgaermd districts of
Jower “Tugela, i vorthern Natad, what he has found hardest
is heing eut off from the peaple.

On one oceasion he explained what it Fele like, his relaxed
bands firming on his knees as he did so: ‘le is exteemely {n-
portant for any leader to have constant contact with people,
You travel around and you get to know in any area the special
problems chere, and what the people are thinking and feeling,
and you don’e fall into the mistake of thinking your ewn views
are their views, Meeting them really gives an insight ineo their
feelings and then your own views are corrected and you are
able o phin things mere realistically,

'Besic%es contact with people keeps your spiric up.”



Tha man

It is hard to imagine his spirit being low, whether av the
time when the marvel of buing awarded the Nobel Peace
Prize caused him to rejoice and made him both humble and
proud or even during the Treason Trial when friends meeting
hiny would feel renewed and uplifted.

*The people’ to him are not just a political tezm nor a mass
of followers, they are che individual human beings whose
problems, personal as well as political, concern him. And as
you sit on his small veranda Jooking across a gacden brighe
with tropical lowers and framed by two dark cypress trecs,
you see in the fields beyond, ar along the winding track, only
an occasional African peasant, and you sense his enforced
isolation. He is stimulated by discussion and debate, his
vigour and concentration lasting far into the night, Crowds at
meetings used to feel his warm communication and followed-
his rich baritone in singing freedom songs, His friends
describe him at a wedding, his upright, digmtied figure per-
forming the thythmic movements of Aftican dances in the
curious thoughtful manner that is somchow also gay.

But it is not only contact with African people that he
misses. He said once: ‘If T were free I would like mﬁmvc lots of
house meetings, as T did in the Cape and during the Treason
Trial' (when even conservative whites including Aftikaucrs
invited Luculi to their houses for eager questioning), 'If we
could go from house to house in Afiican houses o reervic
members, why not in white houses? I would stretch myself
out [at this he opened wide his arxns{] to go and meet facmens
in Rustenburg, say. Never mind if they hit me with chairs as
in Pretoria.’ His grin turned to vehemence: ‘T would not miss
that opportunity except for the damm ban (excuse my lan-
guage)’, and his glowing laugh dispelled the momentary anger.

Lutuli's background has always broughe him into touch
with country people, for his family has during the past centary
provided several of the elected chiefs of the Umvoli Mission
Reserve in Zululand, on the north coast of Natal,



2. STUDENT AND TEAGHER

Arprry Luruc's geandfather was Nraba Luenli, who inabout
1860 became the ehief aver Grouville, This is a Zulu, and
laxgely Cheistian, community living in the Umvoti Mission Re-
serve, and is named afier Aldin Grout, leader of American Con-
geegational missionaries who builta missionstationthereinx836.

Ntaba held the chieftainship during the years of the wax
between the Zulus and the British, Albert has recalled how his
grandfather, being an elder of the church, was asked to pray
for the success of the British forces. Fe was evidently quite a
diplomat, for he prayed 'O God, protect the victims of who-
ever is the aggressor in this war']

On his death he was succeeded by his cousin and then by
his eldest son, Martin, who was elected to the chieftainship by
the people.

A[ibm:t Lutuli’s ather was Ntaba's secand son, John Buayan,
He must have had an adventurous spirit for be went to
Rhodesia, a thousmd miles or more away, to serve with the
Rhodesian forces in the Matabele wars, and later he joined a
Seventl Day Adventist mission as evangelist and interprecer.
There he was joined by his wife, Meonya Gurede, a younhg
wonan who llmd spent part of her childhood at the Royal
Kraal of Cetewayo, the great Zulu king, And there, at the
mission near Bulawayo, a son was born, They christened him
Alberr John, His Zulu name is Mvumbi which means con-
tinuous rain. (Incidentally, he prefers it to the English nunes.
He also prefers his surname o be spelled Lutuli, while some
people spell ie Luchuli,)

Albert Latuli reckons that he was born in 1898, His fasher
died soon after and eventually, in aboue rgol, mother and
child returned with an elder son o Natal,



Stutlent and teacher

South Africa was in a ferment at the time over the efforts of
white politicians trying to achicve union between the two
former British colonies, the Cape and Natal, and the former
Boer republics of the Transvaal and Orange Free State
Lutuli was later to describe the Act of Union as ‘an act of
piracy, in which the lives and strength of ten em_il]imx Africans
are part of the loot’ (Ler My Peaple Go}. It Nawl the Zulus
were often harshly treated by whites and as a rvesule the
Bambata rebellion had flared up in 1906 and been quickly
suppressed, However, Africans in mission reserves such as
Groutville were not directly involved in these happenings.
Albert’s boyhood was therefore sheltered compared with that
of children whose parents were drawn to the white towas,
mines and farms. At first the ten~year-old boy looked after
mules for a Seventh Day Adventse mission until his mother
sent him to be educated at the seat of their ancestral home,
Groutville.

So, in this small township at the heart of Natal’s lush north
coast, Albert joined the houschold of his uncle, Chicf Martin
Lutuli. Apart from being chief, Martin had also founded the
Natal Native Congress in 190t and in 1912 was to take part
in the founding of the South African Nutive National Con-
gress. As chief he was guardian over many relatives ad chil-
dren so that Albert bad a pleasant time with companions of
his own age, In this sound Zolu and Cheistian home he un-
consciousty absorbed Zulu traditions and naturally pertorined
the small dutes expected of 2 boy in teibal society: building
the chief’s fire, fetching water, herding and weeding. e also
went to school for the first time,

‘When his mother, Mtonya, returned to Groueville, Albert
lived in her care, in a new house built by his elder brother on
the site where Neaba had lived, And, as so many mothers have
done, Mtonya laboured long and hard in her fields to be able to
seird her son to boarding school, Also in one of the strange
paradoxes of Africa, this woman, daugliter-in-law of a chief,
and sister-in-law of a chief, had to wke in kundey Fom
European families in the uear-by white township of Stanger
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Student and teacher

in order to carn the necessary money, Albert was ¢hus enabled
to go to Ohlange Tnstitute as soon as he had passed Seondard 4
in 1014,

Ohlange had been founded by De. Jobhn Dube, a nian dis-
tinguished for many achievements, Educated in Amevica, he
had retusned to South Africa to be the irst Afkican to establish
such an institute. He also became the first President-Ceneral
of the South African Native National Congress, and founded
a newspaper anga lase Natal (Sun of Natal), Albert came to
admire his achievements,

Albert went from Ohlange to Edendale, a Methodist insti-
tution near Pletermuaritzburg, the capital of Natal. In his
autobiography he said, ‘it wasat Edendale, Ithink, that 1 began
to wake up and look about me’, For one thing, he developed
a high regard for teaching and dJuring the two-year-long
teacher’s course a sense of responsibility grew in him, Probably
the seeds of leadership were then sown. For the first time he
really encountered whites though, happily, the stadents were
not particulacly aware of their colour Eut rather were inter-
ested in their behaviour as teachers. There, too, he took partin
his first strike when the students rebelled against & form of
sunishment inflicted by one master who made boys carry
}w:wy stomes a long distance, causing damape to their clothes
that many of them could ill afford. Albert and the other stu-
dents left the school in & body. As soon as they were vutside
the school grounds, heading for Pietermaritzburg, with its
curfew for Africans and the ominous threat of acrest by the
police, Albert for the first dme sensed what all Africans fecl
about the police in South Africa. Subsequently the strike ended
with the return—and punishment--of :}m strikers. Albext went
on to graduate as a teacher in 1917

His first job was that of principal at an intermediate school
in Blaauwbosch, Natal, He was only about nineteen years old,
but as he was also the entdve staff it was clearly not a very big
school. He enjoyed teaching and iv was in this obscare place
that a most significant event took: place, Luculi was araused by
ewo stannch African Christians to think through e Chiristian
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Student and teacher

beliefs he had hitherto taken for granted. As a result he was
confirmed in the Methodist church and became a lay preacher.
The tealicy of his faith to him would for ever after l'.m a vital
nfluence in his life,

He was proving to be a good teacher and the Natal Depart-
metit of Rducation awarded hiny a bursary in 1920 to Adams
College, the framous American Board Mission Institnte, This
was in Amanzimtoti, a trapical village on the Indian Ocean.
At the end of the two years’ Teacher Trailning course Tutuli
was faced with a big decision; he was offered 2 bursary to the
College of Fort Hare, He wanted more than anything to go to
this new African tniversity bue he refused the ofter tor he fele
it was time for him to help his mother. He therefore became a
teacher at Adams. He was one of the first three Afvican in-
structors in the Teacher Training College. He specialized in
Zautlu, Music and School Organizadon and found added scope
for his love of music in being college choir master,

Lutuli, thercfore, did not have much formal education and,
as he has pointed out, his schooling amounted more or less
to the equivalent of macriculation,

Life was still sheltered. Adams was a world of its own.
Lutoli, good-looking, serious, pleasant, was absorbed in
muastering his profession, and the external activides that in-
terested him were mainly concerned with teaching. For in-
stance, in 1928 he became secretary of the Natal African
Teachers’ Association; the President was his friend, 2. K.
Matthews, the Principal of the High School at Adams. Their
mait concern was agitating for better wages: /[ 18 per quarter
and principal's allowance were regarded, Lutuli says, ‘as a
princely salary’. Lutuli also founded the Zulu Language and
Cultural Society. Its aints were to decide which Zuolu custorms
should be preserved so that Western culture would not
swallow up Zulu culture and to encourage an ‘authentic,
comprehensive South Afvican culture’ to grow,

But all was not solenin in his interests and he became ‘a
compulsive football fan' and confesses in his awtobiography
that *to this day 1 am carried away helplessly by the excite-
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Stodent and temcher

" ment of a soccer matel’, He was to become first seeretary of
 the non-racial South African Football Association,

Even though Adams was a small wotld apavt, Lutuli’s
character was expanding and there were opportunities for
contact with people, which to him is ‘the very breath of life”,
There were visitors from abroad including Dr. Aggrey, the
eloquent West Aftican educationist whose advice that South
Africans should accept half a loaf and compromise with the
segregation policy, was instinctively rejected by Lutuli, There
were Jiberal Europeans on the staff who cxemplified service
to society so that Lutuli, always an eager learner, could say
later that among his debts to Adams and its people, the greatest
was the spirit ofg community he graduallyabsorbed. Thefound-
ation laid in his home and built on by the two African
Christians was now added to by the understanding that his
faith could equip him to meet the challenge of society., He was
learning who his neighbour was and how he should be associ-
ated with that neighbour and, more, how he should work in
society, One Afrikaner on the staff who mixed cven more
freely with Africans than the English-speaking members,
helped him to understand the fears suffered by the whites. 1t
is interesting to note that this Afrikaner went backwards in his
thinking and becamne Secretary for Bantu Education, a system
which abolished such schools as Adams, while Lutuli’s toleg-
ance and compassion grew despite the narrow intolerance of
so many whites. Also relevant is Lutuli's reaction to the Afri-
kaner Nationalist taunt that such church schools as Adams and
Edendale turned out ‘black Englishmen’. Lutuli comments in
Let My People Go that at these schools ‘two cultures met . ,
Both profited and both survived enriched ... remain an
Afzican, I think as an African, I speak as an African, I act as an
African, and as an African I worship the God whose children
weallage .,/

At Adams in 1927 a mrost significant event in Lutali's life
- took place. He married Nokukhanya Blhiengu, a teacher, grand-
. daughter of a hereditary Zulu chief. She wasa tall, shight young
woman witha low voice and a lively sense of humour lighten-
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Studant and toacher

ing her strong character. T fer name, meaning The Bright One,
exemplified her natue,

As there was no provision for a permanent home at Adams,
the Lutulis made a home in Groutville, and Albert's mather
lived with them until her death, Nokukhanya tended their
small sugar-cane and vegetable fields and their fiest child, a son,
was born in 1929, Not long after, a daugthter was born,



3. GHIEF AND MEMBER OF THE NATIVE
REPRESENTATIVE COUNCIL

Lutuw loved teaching so that when some of the elders of the
tribe at Groutville and the local white missionary came to him
and begged him to accept the Umvoti chieftainship, he refused.
For one thing chieftainship, as he knew from living as a boy in
his uncle’s houschold, meant a stream of petty administrative
tasks. For another, it would mean a serious financial loss;
after all, as a teacher he was getting £ 120 a year. However, the
elders persisted. But it was two years before he gave in to their
appeals and then it was because he suddenly felt that this might
be a call of the people, which it was his duty to obey. When he
told this to Nokukhanya she said, ‘I also have suddenly come
to the decision that no, you ought not to resist any longer”,
And so, at the end of 1035 after fiftcen contented years at
Adams College, he left, reluctant but for one thing, that at
last he could live all the week round with his wite and childven,
Their home {in which they still live) was about a mile from
the village of Groutville, just half-way between Chaka’s
Kraal and Chaka’s burial ground in Stanger. The house,
small, neat, red-roofed, has palms and jacaranda trees on oneside
of the garden which is surrounded by a shiny-leaved mat-
ungulu hedge, and from afar it can i;e: vicked out by the
slender dark cypress trees growing where t}m garden ends and
fields begin, The fields that the Lutulis own, which amount in
all to about forty acres, are widely scavtered and he and
Nokukhanya would have to walk far in doing their work,
Groutville itself, on the other side of the main road from
Durban, is a township of about 00 people whose houses
cluster around the ceeam-coloweed chureh, set high on a hill
overlooking the Umvoti River, The river, low-g:mkcd and
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Ohler and membar of tha N.A.C.

beautiful, Hows under the railway and road bridge, past a
red~chimneyed sugar mill, down to the Indian Ocean a fow
miles away.

The countryside with its rounded hills is covered in the lush
green of sugar cane. Here and there are forests of wall gum
trecs, mansions of white planters, and African homesteads.
Along the main noerth coast road the villages teem with
brightly haused and dressed Indians some of whom work in
sugar mills or own shops.

This was to be the background to Lutuli’s life,

From the start he was vaturally a conscientious clief, well
versed in native faw and custom and bringing undenstanding
and linmour to his rule over some ,000 people. He enjoyed
particularly the cowrt work, where he cmlid reconeile appon-
ents. ‘I loved the impact of mind vpon mind, and I loved
thrashing things out in the attempt to get at che twuth’ be has
said, Had he not become a teacher and had he been able o
afford it he would undoubtedly have become a lawyer, Among
his duties he also allocated land and generally kept order aided
by unpaid, seffless tribal elders. Fe ook a rc:vc)hltimmry step
in admitting women to tribal councils.

It was in 1936, the year when Lutuli became chief] that the
Hertzog~Smuts Coalition Government set the seal on the
policy of segregation of the races, They removed Africavs in
the Cape from the common voters' rall and thencefarward the
African four-fifths of the population were represented in the
House of Assembly by three Europeans, while the Luropean
one-fifth was represented by r5o members, The Government
also virtually contined Africans to reserves and locations,

Hitherto Lutuli’s scope had been local, His Jife had been o
sheltered oneinachief’s household and Iaterasa teacher, and his
outlook had been conservative, Now he wasabruptly confrong-
ed with the facts of life as lived by Africans in South Afriea, He
came to see that the land hunger of his own local people—cone
fined to four orfive actes a family as againye the whites with 393
acres a person=-was but pare of the natonal problem of the
African four-fifths of the people restricted to less than diirceen
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per cent. of the land. And those people were vaiceless becuuse
they were virtually voteless.

As his deeply held religious belicfs were applied to these
facts, almost for the fitse time he felt the poverty and daily
hurt to human beings inflicted by the system of rule by a
privileged white minority, He was confeonted by the Afvicans’
urgent need and desire to earn wages which led the menfolk
to migrate to the mines and towns and caused families o be

broken. And he saw the apathy that resulted amnong his peaple.
" He did not yet realize the need for political action to vight
the fuindamental wrongs. In order to help the local pevple he
revived the Groutville African Cane Growers’ Association
work for much-needed improvements for African sugar pro-
ducers. Out of this grew the Natal and Zululand Association
of which he became chairman, He helped to raise living stan-
dards in a wide area in mission reserves theough similardy res
viving and cluiring the Mission Reserve Assaciation,

Buot in all his activities he was finding thar tribal orgamiza-
tion was outnioded; that chiefs were caught in a dilenuna
between the interests and desices of their people and the come
mands of an alien government, The resule was that many
chiefs were becoming mere puppets, and their peaple were
caught in a resulting dilemma, between waditional respectiul
loyalty to chiefs and contempt when they pave in tov grovern-
ment pressure.

He incidentally had inbred in him this teaditional respeet
together with a streak of formality so that he revelled in the
leisurely court etiquette during visits to the royal capital of
Zululand in the c{ays when he advised che Repent Chief
Michiyeni, But equally be had fHemly criticized the present
Parantount Chief for falling in with r:?:a Gavernment,

Because Latuli was not yet awake to the urgent newd for
political unity and action among Africans lie did not take part
in the All-African Convention that came together in the late
thirties 1o oppose the Hertzog Segregation Acts. ln any event,
Natal was stih politically isolated from the rest of the country.

During those years he was tuaking wider vontices winong
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whites than was usual for a chief, Fe was o member of the
Durban Juine Counetl of Europeans and Afeicans (an organiza-
don meant to consider joint probles, but he felr thae it
curbed African indtative), Fle also joined the Tnstitute of Race
Relations and was invited to address Rotary and Y W.CA.
meetings. In addition he was eleeted to the exceutive of the
South African Cheistian Couneil, a body representing all
Christian Churches except the Roman Catholics,

He beeame concerned about the failore of the Church in
South Africa when, in 1938, he attended the International
Missionary Conference in Madias, (He and the ather Aftican
members of the deleyation were, jncidentally, sent secomd
class while the white members went Hrese) His meeting with
leaders from India, Japan, China and other pats of Africa,
made a deep impression, and he felt the vigour of Christianity.
In their discusstons on dhe nteraction of the Christian ich
and rising nationaliss he discovered chat ‘we in South Afiica
were way town below in our thinking, not only as nationalists
but as church leaders’, Besides, in Imﬁa the Church was tack-
lig poverty by means of agricaloral projects, and chureh
Jeaddership was increasingly Indian, In his ceport-back meet-
ings, therefore, his theme was that in other countries “the
challenge of ather religivns, Isdam, Hinduism, may have been
so great that the Church could only meet it by coming up w
the mark, whevess in South Africa, tribal religion did not hawve
an aggressive nacore, so that the Chureh bus not grown’, He
began to teel vhat the Church eried all too eften w evade its
respousibility in the whele of a man's life; for *how can you
wipe out mn's political ambitions and desires and say you
are developing human personality—how can youd’ be has
asked, almost hercely,

Bue ab thae tine he had not cleardy thoughe oo this ques-
tion, Indeed, when he joined the Natal African Natonal
Congress it 1945 it was not out of the desive 1o take necessary
political action bue out of loyaley to s leader, Dr, Dube, The
AN had been founded in xy s, juse before, ie s inforesting to
note, the Afeikaner Nitionalist Party, The anLe, alm was to
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unjte eribes and, as Lueol Jater put it, to remove race prejus
dice and win the vote and civil righes for all people, Dr, Pube
had led the Natal a.w.c. for some years aud when he had a
stroke in the 1940s, Lutuli and other young men who admired
him as an elder statesman, decided to join Congress so as 1o
carry on his work. They did not at the tine vealize that the
Natal Congress was an exclusive body formwed by Iube and
having hardly any contact with the national body, However,
~ for the moment Lutuli took little part in its activities.

During those carly war years, the non~whites in South
Afxica folt a glow of optimism: they had loyally supported the
war effort, and the Prime Minister, General Sinuts, encour-
aged them to believe that they would share in the four
freedoms of the Atlantic Charter; Alricans Hocked to the
towns to work in factories and war-time industries, The
Government and city councils did Jirtle to provide housing
for them and huge slums grew, of people with great vitality
and urge to assert their dignity as human beings. Many
Africans went overscas in the army despite the face that they
were not allowed to be armed becanse they were Aftican and
could only do labouring jobs or driving. All these changes in
their way of life had a profound influence on them, they began
to realize that they were part of a world movement of people
surging towatds freedom.

The end of the war brought bitter disillusioniment, In 140
General Smnts enacted laws that havshly resticted the Asian
population, Thousands of Tudians, topether with a handful of
Africans and Europeans, went voluntarily o gaol in protest,
At the same time African miners around fohannesburg went
on strike. They had been making representations for higher
wages for years and all their efforts had been ignored by the
mining industry and the Government., Smuts ordered the
- police to drive them back to work. Eighe miners were killed
~andd nearly 1,000 dujured.

On the very day that the weorst shootings oceurred, Chief
Lutuli, newly elected, taok his seat on the Native Representi-
tive Council, (This body had been ser up to advise the Governe
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ment on African questions ar the thime when Africans were
taken off the common rollin the Cape.) The Government had
not listened to this Gounetl and Lutuli and leaders like 2 K.
Matthews and Dr, J. 8. Moroka, who were onit, had come to
mock it as a ‘toy telephone’, "

At this dramatic ime Luculi made his maiden speech in ¢he
N [Te expressed the disillusioned maod of the people and
told about how the Smuts Government was turning Africans
off land in order t give it to white soldiers, while Africans
werte desperately overcrowded and had not even been given
the :;m:llik increase of land promised them thirey-four years
carlier, Lutuli joined in the unanimous decision of the African
councillors w adjourn the Native Representative Council
indefinitely in protest againse Governunent policy and actions,
The Council was later abolished by the Nationalist Govern-
ment,

Lutuli has since spoken in Let My People Go of Smuts’s
failure to stand on principle, and of his failure ever to exert
his influence to help “the masses whe groaned under their
disabilities’, '

Luculi was growing with events and he showed the breadeh
of his thinking on matters local and contivental in bis addresses
to audiences all wver America in 1948, He visited the United
States as a guest of the Congregational American Board of
Missions, Te rowred youth camps aod spoke to huge gather-
ings in the main cities, He wamned the World Mission Assemn-
bly in Ohio that Africn was viding “the crest of a erisis’ and
saidd that whether Africa became noble and progressive or
dominated by anger and revenge would depend largely on
how government, industry and connuieree behaved towards
Africa. He wene on to warn that Christianity was facing
its severest test in Afviea because of the grear evil of racial
discrimination. And he spoke of the thrust of Western ways
that was breaking down t{m culture of Alrica, He urged recogm
nition for the 'valuable African social values and patterns of
life' that were not incompatible with Christianicy.

[lis warnings were timely, While he was lecturing in
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America, the Afrikaner Nationalists were winning the election
in South Aftica, Lutuli azdved home to find tha several pro-
Nazis were among the new rulers of Soudh Aftica and that
their policy of apartheid, che total separation of the races, was
to be enforced. His misgivings about the Christisn churches
were shown to be justified: only a few individuals et the
challenge of this newest and woust crisis in the lives of the
African people in Sounch Afriea,

10



4, THE AFRICAN NATIONAL CONGRESS

Mranwiitk the African Natiomal Congress (anc) after
thirey-six years of protest by means of deputations and peti-
tlons, was at st becoming militane, D, AL B, Xuma and the
Rev. fames Calara had ably set about its reorganization, and
had atteaceed leading youny intellecesals who had joined Con-
press and were eager for action, However, Xuma seill believed
in the uld methods. The young militants thevefore formed the
Youth League. A brilliane young Zulu lawyer, Anton Lem-
hede, tweo teachers, Peter Msla and Oliver Tambo, an estate
agrent, Walter Sisulu, and a Liw student, Nelson Mandela, were
amouy those in the League who believed that only by non-
co~operation with the white Government, by strikes and stay-
at-hotes, could che African people wssere cheir power and
achieve reforms, Their Progranune of Action was adopted by
the A, in 1940, Koma amd Calita weee replaced by men
ready to carcy out this programuie such as Dr, James Moroka
and Walter Sistdu, "The idea of dhe campaign to defy onjust
laws was born,

Natal still lgneed behind, chis tine notbecause of g, Dube's
wndeney wwands Bolation, for he had died, but becavse his
suecessor as provineial president, Ao W, G, Champion, liked
to keep things to himself, e did a good jub of reorganizing
the proviuce but resented the local Youth League, insisted on
appointing bis own executive and then did not share with
thent decisiong made by the natlonal headguarters. This un-
satisfactory stace of affirs reached 4 crisis ar che Natal Annual
General Mecting of 1951, The local Youth League leaders,
M, B, Yengwa aird Jordan Ngubane, wanted & leader who
would be willing to work with other members of the execu-
tive and who would be comistent, They believed that Albert

7



The African Natlonal Congress

Lutuli possessed these modest qualities and asked hin o stand
in the ¢lection for the provincial presidency. Lutuli refused,
For he was not a man to seck office nor a wan to enjoy con-
troversy, and he knew that the energetic secretary for Natal,
Selby Msimang, was being put up for the presidency.

The Youth League argued strongly thata change in leader~
ship was vital if the Congress were to become a worthwhile
organization in Natal, They went on to argue that anly a new-
cowner could oust Champion, but Lutuli was still doubttul and
said that they must first get Msimang's approval, Selby
Msimang gencrously agreed to stand down, By a small maj-
ority Chicf Lutuli was elected President of the Natal aae,

He made a most unfortunate firse appearance at 2 hational
conference of the a.N.¢., not through any Fuude of his own,
The Congress met in Bloemfontein in Deevmber 1951 w
discuss the plans for the Defiance Campaign which was
due to be Jaunched in a few months’ time, but as Far as Nagal
was concerned all the letters giving details of the plans had
gone to Champion when be was president and he had notold
his executive about them, Lutuli, in fact, ouly learnt aboue the
planned campaign as he set off by cac for Bloemtonsein,

In the middle of the National Conference, when delegates
were enthusiastically acelaiming the plans, ie took honesty and
courage for Lutuli to stand up and appeal for Matal e be given
more time to consider thewr and to prepare for action, One
woman taunted him with ‘Coward! Coward ' Nevertheles,
he made an impression on other Congress leaders for his
frankness and thoughtfulness and when Dr. Moroka invited
him to take the chair at one session, he did so ably, 4

On returning to Natal he and his executive had to face
criticism not only from Europeans and theiv press who e-
plored the proposed civil disobedience but alsis fronn Africans
who were suspicious of the idea of joining with the Svuth
African Indian Congress in the campaign, It was, after all, only
two years since mutual hostility, mflamed by the wretched
conditions in which people were living, hmi led e serivus
riots with Africans attaclking Inclians in Durban, Through
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Lutuli’s geowing friendship with the Indian leadersmmDr.
Naicker and the young lawyers, . N. Singh and fimail Meep-—
the sitnation was tactfully handled and it was agreed that
Africans should act firse and that only when confidence had
grown should Indians support then.

In April tos2 Dr, Moroka and other Jeaders addressed theic
followers in various centees, Tn the drab Congress office in the
business area of Durban, Chicf Lutuli took the first step along
the path that was to lead to his winning the Nobel Peace Prize.
HMis friend and colleague, M. B. Yengwa, has described the
occasion. Lutuli, as President of the Natal Congress, asked
each member present whether or not he was prepared to go
into the Defianee Campaign: "We all said we were prepared
and Lutuli said too lie was prepared and he asked us to pray.
Ie was a very significant day. As far as I was concerned Chief
was transtormed into a ditterent man altogether, Before that
he was conscious of being Chief and used to say he couldn’t do
this or that as it might iuntecfere with his job. Afterwards, it
was not that he was irvesponsible, but he was prepared to
damin the consequences as long as he was advancing the cause
of the movement.”

And so, in towns and villages, scattered throughout the
Union, the great Detiance Campaign began, Thousands of
African men and women, supported by some Asians and later
by a handful of Burapeans, u!gjibcmtely broke the humiliatin
segregaton and curtew laws and went volunurily to gaol,
The eampaign was conducted with marvellous restraint and

oud humour, typical of the AN, ai, as Lutuhi has poeit in
its autobiography, ‘o bring e White man to his senses, not
slaughter hun', The self-discipline of the volunteers generated
an exhilarating pride in their own restraint, The Africans,
throughout 1953, held the inidative.

In Natal Lutali lecd the peaple. Te had been decided that
several leaders, including himself, should not defy but organize
and recruic and he was an inspiring Foree in addressing in-
aumerable meetings, while his splestdid baritone voice led the
singing before processions, He and Dr. Naicker, President of
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the Natal Indian Congress, challenged a by-law contrulling
processions. They were arrested. Not for: the ouly time, auth~
arity (in this case the police) had to ask for Luwli's help in
persuading the crowd to disperse peacefully, When the case
against the two leaders fater came to court, it was adjonrned--
indefinitely. '

As Lutuli frankly admits, the Natal record of volunteers
was not up to the standard of che enthusiasm shown at the
~ meetings. He went on a tour of the north of Natal to rief
volunteers. On his return to Groutville he had a message to
go urgently to Pretoria to see the Secretary for Native Affairs,
Dr. W. W. M. Eiselen, Dr. Eiselen and his officials paid
tribute to Lutuli’s efficiency and conscientions service as a
chief. They went on sharply to criticize the a..0."s opposition
to Jand rehabilitation schemes, Lutoli reminded them of the
overcrowding of Africans and pointed out that the roat case
was the grossly unjust segregation of land. This must be
removed and he snicf that an end should be put w influx con-
trol which prevented Africans from moving freely in the land
of theixr birth and offering their labour in the most profitable
circamstances. Dr. Eiselen rebuked him for asking people o
break the law of the land; ‘a Jekyll and Hyde' he calied Luwhi,
And he gave Chief Lutuli an ultimatum; cesign from the
Congress or from the chieftainship, Lutuli was given & week
or two in which to decide. FHe counld have given his decision
*at once but this he felt to be bad tactics, '

He went from the ineerview to see the A, Working
Committee who agreed with his decision, From them he went
on to address the Transvaal Congress's amwual conference, A
large crowd cheered bis references to the way in which the
Defiance Campaign had awakened the African’s political conw
sciousness, Indeed, he himself woukl have been a good example
of this.

On his retucn to Grouwille he made known biv decision,
He would not resign from the Congress; nor would he resipn
from the chicftainﬁlip‘, he befieved that his duty to hix people
lay in both roles, The Government promptly deposed him,
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So after sixteen years as chief, Lutuli was now out of a job,
Cangress, always shore of funds, could certainly not help him,
ITe began with his wife to try o build up a living on his forey
acres so thae they could educate their childeen (by this time
seven, in number), "Their future looked dark and dithicult,

The spirit in which Lueuli faced that Future can be judged
from the public statement that he made at the time, He pointed
out that in thicty years as teacher, as chief and as member of
the Christian Council and other welfare organizations, he had
always pursted a pach of muderation, *In so far az gaining citi-
zenship l'ights andopportunieies fortheunfettered development
of the African people,” he asked, ‘who will deny that thirty
years of my life have been spent knocking in vain, patiently,
modetately and modestly at a closed and |is;arrf:d door?’ In all
that time the response of successive Governments had simply
been to pass more and more laws restricting the rights and
progress of the African people; ‘an intensification of our sub-
jection to ensure and protect white supremacy’ as he putit,

The staterment, that moved and dice oly influenced many
South Afticans, including Alan Paton, tfm writer, concluded:
"Laws and conditions that tend to debase human personalicy-m
a2 Godwpiven force—be they brought aboat by the State or
other individuals, must be relentlessly apposed i the spirit of
deflance shown by St. Peter when he said to the rulers of his
day: “Shall we abey God or many” No one ean deny that in
so far ay Non-Whites are concerned in the Union of South
Alrica, laws and conditions that debase human personality
sbound, Any Chicf worthy of his position must fight fearlessly
against such debasing conditions and laws . ., .

‘As for myself, with a full sense of responsibility and a clear
conviction, [ decided to remain in the struggle for extending
democratic rights and responsibilities to all sections of the
South African community. I have embraced the Non=Vielent
Passive Resistance technique in fghting for freedom because
Iam convinced it is the only notevevolutionary, legitimate
and hounane way it could ?m used by people cfeuicd, 1S we
are, effective vonstitutional means w further aspirations.
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“The wisdom or foolishness of this decision 1 place in the
hands of the Almighey.

“What the futuce has in store for me Tdo noe know. 1t might
be ridicule, imprisonment, concentration camp, Hogging,
banishment and even death. L only prar to the Almighty to
strengthen my resolve so that none of these prrim possibiliies
may deter me from striving, for the sake of the good name of
our beloved country, the Uniom of South Aftica, to make it a
true democracy and a teue union in form and spiric of all the
communitics in the land.

‘My only painful concern at times s that of the welfare of
my family but I try even in this regard, in a spiric of truse and
surrender to God's will as T see it, to say: “God will provide”,

Te is inevitable that in working for Preedom some indivi-
duals and some families nuwst take the Jead and sufter: The
Road to Freedont is via the Cross.

‘Mayibuye!

Afrikat Afrika! Afrika!"—

The need for courage and faith was greater than ever. At
this time drcadful tiots broke out in Pot Elizabeth and soon
Jfer in East London and Kimberley. Europeans as well as
‘Aficans were killed, a most unusual happening, Lutuli wld a
parable in Let My People Go:

Many whites, having persuaded themselves ainst the evidenve
that they share South Africa with a harbaric and hostle blick horde,
canuot leave us alone, they feel ey must goad and prod us, leis as
though they are pesversely most afraid of uy when we are friendly md
disciplined and patient. The large, amiable dog in the yard i on 2
chair, You have been told that le is 2 snarling, dangerous ear. His
amiability must theeefore be a deception. You keep out of reach and
jab repeatedly at him to rouse bint to auger. I you suceeed, tha
proves he is a wild aud savage creature, Now anct then you do succeed
—the best tempered animal gets sick of illwilled pestering, Some-
times you do enrage hin, Sometimes the chain maste for bt snaps.
Then there is a riot,

Wlites see only the riot, Their resctinia-Mahe 4 stronger chain,

As he pointed out, the challenge of nonivlence was more
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¢han the Government could meet because it robbed them of
the initiative, With uncompromising severity he went ot to
shaw that the infiltvation of sgents provocatenrs in Port Bliza-
beth and Rimberley, which was well attested, had stareed
off the violence :mg{ thus initiative bad been restored to the
Government, "The Axes demand for animpartial inguiry was
refused by the Government which procesded to pass a procla-
mation, Under this, non-vialent protests could be punished b
theee years' imprisorment with lashes or a fine ul‘J L300 with
lashes while anyone (including newspapers) instigating pro-
vests could get five years or o hwe of £ 500 with lishes,

Eight thousand tree hundred volunceers had gone to prison
in the Defiamee Campaign. Some were ready to defy the proe-
Jamatiom bue the efteet of the riots had been to dampen the
spiit of the campaign,

It wwas at this critical time in the history of South Africa that
the A National Counference was Kchl. The President-
General, 13r, Muroka, had greatly disappoineed his followers
by having independent lepal defence and appealing for him-
self alone when he and other leaders were on trial togedher,
Furthermore, it was fele that his early promise of militancy had
not been tultilled. A new leader must be found; 2 man wheo
combined militaney with awthority, who could command
respect and loyalty, & man who would be ready w face the
harsh steuwygerde abead, and the personul sacritice that this would
meai.



5. PRESIDENT-GENERAL

Trere was considerable dificulty in choosing & cndidace
with all these qualities to put up against Dy, Moroka, Z. K.
Matthews, for instance, refused to stand because he fele that he
must concentrate on his academic duties ac Fort Hare Unis
versity College. Other men who mighe have been suitble
had been banned by the Government. On the way o the con-
ference the Natal delegates decided that they woull pue up
Albert Lutuli. Por most of the delegates he was a dark horse,
However, his refusal to resign fom the ane, in face of
Government pressure and the work that he had already done
in leading Natal had made a deep impression and in the end e
- was the ordinary members from the Transvaal who swung
the vote. Lutuli was elected President-General of the Nationgl
Congress by an overwhelming njority.

Even so, there were tany people who were doubtful abour
whether he was suitable, Sotne feft chat as a man whey had
spent most of his life with rural people he would be one of his

epths in leading the great majority of Ae. members wha -
cane from the towns. Some thought he would simply be
used as a figurehead by militants and the lefi=wing in _]n‘mnn
nesburg and Port Llizabeth,

The doubters were to be proved wrong,

Lutuli had said on recalling his feeliugs on being cleceed
President-General at so crucial a time: 'T knew what T was in
for—a policy of militancy—-and I realized that one was hetng
honoured and yet given a very dithicule task. [ had already
been hit hard by the Government. But it a task comes
and you are physically able w carry op—you can't say
10 to g liberation taske—this is something 1 think is righe.”
And he added: ‘T fele it was an overwhelming call of the
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people—and the vaive of the peaple sometinies is the voice of
God.'

Ilis fiest act was to go o the people, He visited Congress
beanches in Cape Town, amd in the eastern Cape, which sinee
1950 had been che must militane and hest onganized seetion of
Congress, Tu Port Elizabeth he was thrilled by the receprion
he got from a crowd of 35,000 peaple, In his address he said
that the Afidean people, led by the Anac, 'ave rusning toswards
the door of fieedom. Talking has fatled, We live in a time of
action, History is being made. The Africans are on the right
road. World progress has been achieved by revolutionary
action. In France the people foughe for liberty, equality and
fraternity. In America they did the same, Naw the process
has reached Soudh Africa itself. We ask White Soath Attica to
accept us now. We do not wane to Jrive the Europeans away,
we wish to share equally as partners in this country,” {1reason
Trial Record.)

From the Cape Province lie went on to the Qunge Free
State, The Government prompely banned him Fronn all the
larger centres in the countey and from ateenditge gatherings.
Bans came thick and fast on the Congress leaders buat, une
deterred, Lueuli and his executive met reguliely and discussed
ways of combating the ever-increasing repressive laws,
Perhaps the one thae Africans hated mose sfter tfm humiliaring
Pass Lavws weas the Bante Education Act. In his avobingraphy
Lutuki has said of Bantu education and of the tribal universities
established by the Government, this is ‘brain washing on the
grand scale’, an ‘avempr o enslave the wimds and spicic of
ten miliion people’ with the intention of crasing all African
Jeadership,

The Congress hastily planned a boyeote of Bant education
schools but with so many leaders banned, banished or ime
prisoned, the organization was weak and vnly in pares of the
easternn Cape and the African townships near Jjuil;umr:rd‘mrg
was the boyeate effective, In these places the Government
punished the protesting seudents by denying themn any sduae
tion in the futare, But the filore of this campaign was due also
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to the apathy of people for so long held in servitde, Lotuli
has been frank both about the weaknesses of Congress orygani=
zation and the apathy of so many people, He found that many
comtry people who were victims of the famn labour system
had been depressed and oppressed to the poine of hopelessness,
He found t};at in some cases the inuence of wibal life had
accustomed people to be satisfied with very fittle, Then, some
had misapplied their Christiant truse and resigned themselves
to wait for better things in the life heveatter, Lastly, he found
that there had been a new marceialism, with people holding an
to small possessions because this they folt way cheir only form
of security and they were unwilling to make sacrifices for
political reforms chat seemed uncertain,

Over the years the stay-at-homes and protest campaigns
that the ANC. organized with its Indian and white allies, met
with ever greater force: all dhe force of @ modern state with
police and army heavily armed and vsually the state was sup-
ported by industry and by the Press. Throughout all chis per-
sceation Lutuli and the other leaders were undaunted.

As soon as his ban was ended, in mid-194.4, lie weunt to the
eastern Cape to address their annual conference, From there he
went to the Natal Indian Congress Rally in Durban amd on
again to the Transvaal, As Professor Matthews sald, wo the
people he was *Chief” Lutali and he would never cense o be
Chief Lutuli ‘beeanse his <lainy to that tidde does nor rese upeon
recognition by the Governor-General, but upon the place
which he ocenpies in the hearts of out people’

In the Transvaal Lutli was due o fead a vase proese
against the Western Areas Removals--the  Government
scheme under which 75,000 Africans were o be forced to
move from Sophiatown and other townships, As he stepped
off the plane n Jebhannesburg the Spccia; Branch hurried
forward and handed him two new banning orders. This tine
they were more severe, not only ﬁwbidcﬁng him o attend
meetings but confining bim to the Groutville area for owo
years, With customary uinderstatement he describey in Ler My
People Go what happened as he studied the documents: "An
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ofticer in possession of a fow words of Xhosa, which when
properly spoken does have some affinicy with Zulu, appacently
felt thae T was eaking things wo blankly. Fearing thar Thad not
grasped what had lappened to me, he endeavoured to explain
the contents of the documents in Xhosa He ended very
emphatically: “You understand, you can't go from here and
address any mecting, You undesstand ¢”

iy 1 ' N ¥

“Yes," Usaid, "I think T understand™.

As the ban confining him to Groutville did not take efect
for a fow days be stayed in Sophiatown, Though the people
there hardly knew him ar chat dme his reputation had grown
and, angry about the new bang an their leader and eager to
show their suppore, they came in thelr masses and marched
past the house where le was staying in & moving exchange of
silent preetings,

The an.e. and ies allies went ahead with the organizing of
the Congress of the People. Lutuli has deseribed what their
object was:

There was in our minds appeeciation wi'the nead co think ceeatively
about the new South Africa, We are, alter all, not mainly devoted to
bauding agaimst something, though thaeis imposed on ws at present.
We are inspired by dhe ided of working fir something, If we are
agaitse passes, it is hecause we are for huwan dignicy -.m;{ freedom of
movenene, 1§ we are against Bantw Bducation it s breause wa are for
education, When you are constantly impeded in e effort to work
towards o warthy goal, there is the danger of hecoming preoceupied
with the impediments, Ie was felt ta be high time w counteract this by
defining, die goal rather more cearly,

However, Lutali could not take part in e framing of the
Preedom Charter that came out of this Congress because he
was desperacely ill with the high dloodspressure and heare
trouble that constantly troubled im, Though he had been a
nativnal tigure for less chan three years and for most of that
time had been restricted by bans, many peaple had alremdy
come ta Jave a deep atfection and respeer for hin and when
they Jearnt that he was out of danger f{wir relivl was great. At
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the Congress of the People, Isinwalandwe~the highest tribute
that Congress could pay—-was bestowed on Dt as well as on
Father Trevor E'Iud-.ﬁcstnn, ere, and on D Yusuf Dadog—
a Christian Zulu Aftican Nationalist, a Christiag priest and a
Marxist Indian.

Tn 195 Lutuli was re-clected President=CGeneral of the AN.c.
In mid 1056, when his second ban ended, he was once again
cager to speak to the people and delivered in person the
n:esidcsmtiaiE address chat for three years had had o be read on
his hehalf in Congress conferences. His thetne was---bang oe
pa bans, the struggle nwst go on. Then he and his wife went
with their close friends, Dr. Zame Coneo and M. 1B, Yengwa,
for 2 holiday. As Lutuli has put it, they decided o give theme
selves ‘a shaze in the air of freedom’ in Swazitand-—an unusual
revelation in his often unrevealing autobiography.

The freedom did not last long, Qn § December 1956, at
dawn, this man who in any sane country would have been
Prinie Minister or perhaps Minister for Education, was awak-
encd by the police and arcested on a charge of high treason,



6. THE TREASON TRIAL AND AFTER

Tug Treason Trial was the great tost of Lueuli's Jeadership;
156 men and women were on trial for their lives. These people
represented the resistance movement o the Nnticnmhst
Government, a movement that included o mixeure of races
and beliefs that in other pares of the world often caused people
ro clash violemly with each other: African, Buropean, Indian
and Coloured People; professional men andlabourees; Christ-
fans, Marxists, Hindus, Muslims; all were uniquely united
in South Africa, And when they were brought together in
this triad, though the Congress Organization of each race was
included, it was clear that it was the Anv.e. that was really on
erial and that the vodisputed feader of all these people was
Albert Lutuli.

Onee again, as at the time of the Detanee Campaign, he led
the people in taking a pledge, This time the ceremony took
place i prison cefl. Pirst Father Calaga (the former Secretary-
General of the A} led the devodens in what Lutuli
described as “a real spiritual prepacation for what lay ahead’,
Then the prisoners followed Lutali in pledging themselves to
solidarity in the eause of Jiberation. Morale was high.

Soon the 156 were all released on bail and the prolonged
trial began, Lutuli's anthority was epitomized in an incident
during; the prelintinary inquiry, After mondhs of harassing,
sometines boring, sometimey hidicrous evidenee being led,
there had been a tense exchange between the nagistrate and
one of the accused, Joe Slove, an advogate. The magistrate
charged Slove with contempe of court: this was the last straw
for the accusedy thelr snger was expressed in almose a ﬁgmwl
and in a spontancous rising and what threatened o be an
advance by a number of them on the magistate, Startled
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police began to react. In a moment Chief Lutuli was up,
dominating the scene with a firm voice and restraining ges-
tures. An ugly incident had been avoided,

The qualitics of his Jeadership can best be summed up by
his friend who was on the Nmi AN.C. executive, and among
the accused in the Treason Trial, M. 1. Yengwa: ‘Chief is
notable for rising to occasions. e has a tremendous reserve of
power and ability, and does not use it lavishly, You find when
a crisis arises he is able to tide it over with far more strength
than you thought he had.’ He adds: ‘His leadership is strong;
even Marxists respect his political maturity and consisweney.”
And permeating all, ‘he gets much inspiration from his con-
vinced Christian beliefs',

Lutuli has often been asked how he, a convinced Christian,
can co-operate with the Conumunises who, since the carly
twenties have been active in opposing the Government in
South Africa, Thisis a subject on which he speaks with vigour:
‘I do not feel in the least defensive or apologetic abour the
position as it actually is—it is often misrepresented. For miyself
I am not 2 Communist. Comumunism scems to me to be a
mixture of a false theory of society linked on to a false
“religion™. In religion I am a Christian, and the gods of state-
worship (a5 in Russia and to some exeent in white South
Africa) and man-worship (as in pre-war Germany, s to
some extent perhaps unconsciously in white South Africs) are
not my gods. In politics I tend towards the outook of British
Labour, with some important modifications,'

Certainly Congress had Marxist members, and cortainly, as
in all countries where repression and poverty invite radical
reforny, they played a consistent role in resisting the Governe-
ment’s tyranny, but this wasno novel andsinister development:
Congress was always proud to be an “omnibus’ organization,
including chiefs and Conservatives, as well as Socialists and,
before the Communist Party was banned, some African
Commnuinists. To crities of its association with whites who
were formerly members of the South Afeivan Counvunist

1 .

Party, Lutuli has said: “The reply of the prople isewe only
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know these whites hecause when we ate in trouble they come
forward.” e reminded che eritics of the story ofthe biind man,
heated by Christ, and people came and asked who healed you,
was he noca siwner, and the blind wan said (here Lutuli theew
wide his axms): ‘T don't care who he was, all { know is that he
healed me.”

‘All we know is that these men came to help us, Ledon't deny
that some might bave alrerior motives, but alt T am concerned
about is chat they canae to assist me fight tacial oppression, and
they have no trace of racialism or being patronizing, just no
trace of it at all’

In short, as be says emphatically: T am interested in the acch
enemy.” Fie does not mind whether it is a liberal platform or
leftist ‘as long as [ get someone to oppose Verwaerd ! Con-
gress therefore must not be side-tracked by witeh hunts, “We
are not playing at politics, we are bent on liberation.”

His contention that che number of Covnmuanists in che
resistance 15 small was bome out during the Treason Trial,
when the South African Government tried to prove that the
AN.G was infiltrated by Communists and also that it was
trying to achieve a change of Government by violence. The
trial becamie a prolonged, eruel farce. Most of the accused
were separated fram their fumilies and were out of jobs, with
many anxicties, and overall was the theeat of o death penalty
or long imprisonment. Yer there were compensations, The
acensed knew that ¢he people were with them. For instance,
on the very trst day vast crowds turned out to welcome them
as they were drivenr up w the Drill Hall in Johannesburg
where the prelimivary investigation was held, As the accused
artived the crowd sang *Nkost Sikelel' iAfrika’, the av.e, and
the African national anthem, Lutuli was profoundly moved.
He satd afterwards that it sounded ke an angelic choir, that
the preciston and perfection of the singing would always
renwain 3 mystery ta hin,

And when the people of Alexandra township i Johannes
burg began 1 hoyeott of buses because they sinply conld ot
afford the penny increase in fare, it was clear thae they drew
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strength from the leadets who were on trial, and the feaders
themselves drew strengrth from this remukable spontaneous
resistance which ended in a victory for the people of Alex-
andra,

Also, in one way, the Government played into the hands of
the liberation movement. As Lutuli says o a sardonic remark
characteristic of his comments on the Governmenr, the Trea-
son Trial provided a meeting place for the resistance Jeaders:
“What distance, other occupations, lack of fands, and police
interference had made difficule—frequent meetings--the Gov-
ernment had now insisted on, We could at last confer sine
die, at any level we liked.” And remarkably, his call for a stay-
at-home on 26 June 1957 met with much suceess,

Lueuli's influence was felt not only through his firm,
uniting leadership ¢hat contributed to the high morale of the
accused. Some of the splendid team of lawyers who defended
them were drawn to the case by the fact that he and Professor
Matthews were ot trial. Their involvement also helped in
arousing the opinion of people all over the warld who sym-
pathized warm%y with the accused, and contributed generously
to the Treason Trials Defence Fund.

Distinguished forefgners came to observe the trialt kawyers,
historians, politicians and journalists, Al of themt particulaely
wanted to meet the President-General of the A, To was
through the impression that Lumll made on some of these
men that his name was sugpested for the Nobel Peace Prize,

Bqually important were the other, daily, visitors: the
Aftican people, many of them messengers or domestic see-
vants, wﬁo came to show their support for their leaders and to
meet with them during the lunch Lrﬂ:dc.

At the end of the preliminary inguiry all of the accused
were committed For srial. However, not long atter, Lutuli and
sixty-four others were discharged. e expressed ‘mixed
feelmgs’ for, truth to tell, ‘Twould be happier to see the whole
thing through with my comrades'. He continued to ateond the
;;riil.llwhcnevcr he could go to Pretoria where iv was then bring
held. ‘
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Wit the Treasan Trial dvaggred on the An.e wene through
a troubled tme, The Governmene relentlessly passed laws thae
shackled the nen-whites, and the Jeaders had been seriously
handicappedin their organizing by the ‘Trial, However, wonten
of all races had onganized remarkably eHeetive proteses againse
the extension of the Pass Laws to Aftican women, Lutuli
welcomed this breakaway from women’s eraditional role and
praised themy for their work in both nrban and rural areas.
Desides, as he :ll_wprwiattrd. they mude a distinctive contribu-
tion in giving lite to the AN, fife in action, in singing and in
weltare work,

At the same time, in a number of rural aveas the peaple were
expressing their bitter opposition both to the Pass Laws and to
the Bantu Authorities Act. This and the Promotion of Bantu
Self=Government Act aimed at re-establishing eribalism, only,
as Lutwli has made elear, not the democratic tribalism of the
Africatr ideal but "0 mongreblike form of Joeal govermnent
whicl has no semblance to demaoeracy |, the worst earicature
imaginable of our traditional form of government’, with
chiefs acting as the puppets oFa whire dietatar, The Bantustans
that the Government was establishing would be, he said,
“destitute reservoirs of cheap kabour’. He went on: "To us
Bantustan means the home of disease and miserable poverty,
the place where we shall be swept into heaps in order to rot,
the dumping ground of “undesirable elements”, delinguents,
crimiinaly ereated especially in towny and citles by the system,
And the place where old people and sick peaple are sent when
the citic::}lmve taken whit they bad to give by way of sceength,
yorth, and labour, Amd still, to the day of death, whether in
cities or farms or Heserves, we are waants on the white man's
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land. That is our sliace of South Aftica. Qur home is the white
man’s gachage can,”

This ‘huge deceit’ was being sold o the world as Banw
self~government in the traditional way, Lutuli believed thae
‘when my people see the magnirade of this bluff, as indeed
they are secing it, the docile people with whom the Govern-
ment is now ci;:aling will change beyond tecognition, The lie
is too big, You cannot fool all the people all the time’ (Lot My
People Go).

Though the Axe. was not directly involved in the ferment
in the rural areas people there gave Congress salutes and even
sometimes said that they were members, The Government
accused Congress of organizing the opposition and banned it
from going into those areas,

It was against this background that Lutuli and che Congress
Alliance called for a stay-at-home t coincide with the white
clection in 1958, Lutali’s object was to make the African voice
heard when the white political parties were as usual competing
with each other in putting forward plans to waintain white
supremacy. The stay-at-llome was a failure and, as he frankly
admitted, it showed misjudgment of the mood of the people.

One factor in the failure of the stay-at-home had been the
attempts of the Africanists to call it off, For years some anve,
branehes in the Transvaal and western Cape had been handi-
capped by quarrels as the Africanists tiereely critivized the
Freedom Charter of the Congress of the People beeause it
spoke of all South Africans sharing the counery, They ealled

or an Afticans-only resistance. They attacked the s, for
working with other races, aceusing it of being voder the
thunih of white and Indian Consmunises, :m-%lr describing
Lutuli as ‘a cat’s paw of Moscow’! Lutuli worked hard to re-
unite the different views and presided at meetings in the Cape
and in the Transvaal with that object in view. However, the
final break cate towards the end of 1958 and Robert Sobukwe,
a university lecturer, formed the Pan-Afvicanise Congress,
Lutult hay conumented in his autobiography: °Feannot say that
Lam clear about what the Pan-Africanist Congress stands for,
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especially as its statements to date bave been congradicrory and
vacillacinge, TE their slogan Y Afvica for the Africans” mcans
“Afeica tor the Aboriginals”, then their appesl s obviously
explosive. The white Nationalists daily make such a counsel of
despair moee acceptahle, sinee they daily frustrate the achiev-
g of a South Africa along non-racial lines, and a rabid form
ufg African. Nationalism is the easy answer w rabid white
Nationalism,

Bue if Tam misled here and *Aftica For the Africans” does
not muean “and the devil take all the thers”, then w4, policy
is not greatly divergent from ours, and the goal may not be
dissimilar.

“They do, however, clatm divergence of method. [ do not
knew what the racc. method i, but they have no hesitation in
declaring that the ane, tinkers and fiddles-—here a boyeott,
there a demonstration, elsewhere a ebancee Campaign, Their
claim is that while we oceupy ourselves with details, they will
turn off the tap whenee comes the fload of appression. Tdo
not kinow what this means, stripped of metaphor. My reply
chough is that in order to get at the tap 2 gum.'f deal of wadmg
through dirty water is nevessary. Furthermore, what single
blow does one deal chis pagticular tap whichwillstop the How:
Fsuspect that when it emerges from dicory, the vac, may
well find dtselt committed, fike w not oo a single master-
strake, but eoseries of partial siecesses, You have wo wade)

Lol was preatly saddened by the actions of the v.a.c. iy
teying to hinder A c,oactivities, Yot in spire of the break-away
the .. was strengthiened becanse tme previously wasted in
pegative argument cowld go int planning and action, Onee
agaiti the National Conference of the AN resclected Lutali
as their President-Ceneral,

He immediately wmade resounding appeals for economic
boyeatts of Nationalist products in S()HE{I Afriea, In the Cape
these met with some saceess and when subsequently the A,
organized 4 boyeote of potatoes the African people responded
splendicly, The reason for the potate boyeott was that on
some of the white farms Aftican laboarers were foreed to
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work in conditions of near slavery, They had to dig potatoes
with their fingers. ‘Boss-boys' stood over them with whips
and there had been many cases of assaule and even nwrder by
them or by the white employers, Living conditions were
dreadful. Lutali has maintained in his autobiography: T donor
say these conditions prevail on every farm where there are
farm. prisons and convict labour. Tsay that the sysiem exists,
and I say that it is not only isolated farners of bestial moralivy
who take advantage of it. And T say that the system exists
because the Government approves of it, It is their system,

Byen though the Government mid the farmers and mer-
chants tried to break this boyeott it was a great suceess,
Africans, in spite of the sacrifice of giving up potatacs which
were their staple diet, refused to buy thens, By the rime the
boycott was called off, potatoes had piled up in markees
throughout the country.

Lutuli went on to urge the people in the world outside t
boyeote all South African goods, He said that they should not
be put off by the suggestion that they would harm the people
they were wanting to help, because only through non-violent
methods including such cconomic pressure could whites amd
non-whites be brought together to prevent the coumey’s
desteuction, His call was ta be taken up by governments

. in many African and Asian countries and by wades anions
1y¥ Yand orgenizations in Britin, the United Seates, Cuanada

-t and several Buropean countries.

QE‘“ ' On Africa Day, 15 March 1930, Lutuh addressed a huge
gathering in Durban-—one of many similar gatherings through-
out the country—which celebrated the freedowm that so many
African countries were achieving. The dancing, singiug
crowds, many of them wearing tribal dress, m_-iniwf on
behalf of the millions of their fellow Afticans dwoughout
the continent and reaffinmed their faith that they themselves
would also achieve the freedom. they were working for,

From this celebration Dutuli see off on a spectacular wour
His renown hud been enbanced by an incident at 2 mecting
he had addressed in Pretoria a few wonths earier, Tt was 3
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meeting of Furopeans, iochuding academics and diplomars,
who had inviced him o speak to them because they wishied to
stady the Aftican point of view, It had Deen broken up by a
group of white men who had avacked Lamli and the chair-
man, hitting them with chates, kicking Lutuli while he was on
the growmd, The police had eventually vestored order, Lutali,
though injured and in pain, went on to speak to the gachering,
He was touched by the shame and concern that so many
people showed. The nobility of his demeanour in face of the
shacking assaule by the white hooligans deeply affected many
people of all races,

Therefore, when he toured Natal and cie Cape, Buropeans
Hocked to hear hint aod to cheer hiny He gave them hope.
What he said was vadical and milirane and included the un-
compromising demand ‘one mun one vote’, Yet they felt such
confidence in his presence that they aceepred it from him. As
one observer put it after he had addressed a largely white
auchence in Cape Town: “The seceet of the Chief s unexpected
success is that, in a sicuation bedevilled by fear and mis-
teust he has nuanaged, magieally, w inspire contidence and
trust,”

He goped gond-humouredly with awkward hecklers—-not
that there were many, One white man, clearly wanting to
show up barbaian Atticans o the impressionable women in
the audience, wsheds "According tw native custom, how man
wives may a native man haved' With a slow smile Lutuli
courteously replied: 'Just as many women as he can find to
love bim" Then adjusting 'hims&"['f to his western bonrgeois
audienee, he added, *hut most men find of course that one
woman is quite envugh to cope widh,’

The tour not only bnmg})t Lueali ro the forefront as a
fictor in white political life, it also ensbled many whites w
experience the wirmth, vitality and humout of Afeican politi-
z:nl] meetings andd they joined the lines of dancing Africans who
sang “Sombandelr Lutali® (We will follow Lutahi) as theie
leader lett the mectings,

The South Afivan Governpent's grear deead s that
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Buropeans should know and understand and therefore lose
theiv fear of Afticans. For the first time in the comtey’s
history the status of an African leader, his moral and intellec-
tual integricy, had been recognized by many Luropeans, "Fo
the Government, therefore, Lutuli was now & worse memice
than ever before and so the Special Branch were sent hureying
to sce him, They handed him an order from the Minister of

Lutuli tn axvc. maiforn at Durban in 1959
Justice. The Minister, it saidd, was satisfied that Lusuli was

*promoting feelings of hostility beeween the Buropean . . . and
non-European inhabitants’. Onee again Lutuli was banned
from gatherings and banished to his home disericr, bue this
time it was for five years,

And this time the Buropean press exploded into banner
headlines while editorials and keeeers to {:'hc editor exprovsed
outrage and contempt for the Government's action,
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The ban on gatherings was inmediate; however, before
the banishment ook eftect Latuli had aweek’s grace, He had
been. due o speak at mass meetings in Johanpesbueg but all
that he could now do was to go there and silently acknow-
Jedge the crowds that saw him off from Durban, that waved
along the railway lines and that met hiny in the Transvaal,
[Te was much moved.

The absurdity of Government restriciions was symbolized by
an interview which took place on the train between a number
of journalists and the chief. Because they were white and he
was black they could nat meet in the same coach, They there-
fore stood at the end of the corridor of their coach and he at
the end of the corridor in his and ay the train rushed along
they shouted questions and answers tw each other,

When Lutali returned to Durban he found a lacge array of
Congress members waiting at the airpore. He was not allowed
to go near them, He is not & man to express emotion and his
description of his feelings ar this tine shows what ic must have
meant to him. Tt was desperately frusteating, and deeply
moving,” be said in Let My People Go, ‘the wide gulf and
l;cytmri ie the devotion to which | could not respond.’

When he ser off by ear for Groueville o procession of cars
filled with friends saw hinm on his way, Where the rough
ewisting road to his Farm branches from che main road his
friends left him. He gave the Congress salute to theme
thuImbs up=Alrika!” and rorned and walked alone into his
exile,
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8. IMPRISONMENT AGAIN

Turs time Lutuli felt the bloakness of exile more sharply after
the marvellous experience of making wide and deep contact
with the people of South Afvica—people of all races truly
representing the non-racial South Aftiea that he envisaged,
As he has explained, it is not just the physical vesteaint nor is it
the tedivm (each time be wvisits his doctor in Durban for a
monthly check an his heart trouble, he bas first to report w the
palice it Stanger, then o the _Folicc. in Dueban and, on retarn,
yet again to the Stanger police); it is not just the political
tepression, and the feeling that he has "of being cutr off fhom
the streamn of political thinking in the countey'; what he
always finds hardest is being cut off from the peaple.
However, he was busy planning with members of ehe
National Executive who visited him For an anti-pass campaiym
due in 1g60. Then there was writing to be done for Jocal and
overseas publications; and an increasing mumber of distin-
guished visitors to South Africa felt that an interview with
Lutuli was an essential part of their survey of the country,
One of these visitors was the American Ambassador, Philip
Crowe. These visitors and journalists if they wished to see him
at home had first to get a permit from the foeal authoritics
which said that they must ‘under no circumstances . . | intee-
fere with or in the domestic affairs of the Bantu . .. must
behave in a dignified manner and refrain from eriticism of the
administeation, of the Government, or of any of its olficialy'l
All the time he had the difficule task of making @ living
difficult because of peviods away during the Treason ‘Trial and
ot toues and beeause of his healeh, His wile, Nokukhanya,
had so often carried che barden of the home alone and done
much of the work on the lands, and even ar vne stage had
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delivered mait in order to carn money for the children’s
education. At another time she ran a small shop. In all those
years, not once had she asked, ‘what will become of the family
and mea” She had backed him up in all his decisions and
actions. Throvgh the trisls and upheavals of their life since
1952 she had naintained a normal and stable home for their
seven children. Ter wisden and humour showed clearly in
her £ace, but so also dicl something of the anguish she must
have fele at times, Lutuli has written fn bis book of hee open-
ness mod homesty and of her integrity “which expresses itselfin
everything from her steadfast rebivnce on Gad, her devation
to me aned our family, righe down o such chings as payiog our
accounts withoue delay or immediately acknowledging hee-
self to be in the wrony it she discovers thae she has made a
fanley appraisal vr hay misunderstood a sivoation’.

But what, of course, was most significant for lim was that
his wife was wich hism in political atfiss,

When Lutuli was contined he would work regularly on the
fands, trying to build up for the future, ‘But,” he would say in
a voice tising a livtde with bnpatience, ‘this i not my line and
sometimes in the felds T think what time T am waseing, He
could not know that, as so often happens in South Afries,
dramatie events would soon sweep the country,

toao was Africa Year, but while other pacts of the continent
celebrated their independence or :warmim{epcudn:m:e there was
no sign of change in Soudh Africa. Mr. Maemillan made his
funous speech in Cape Town warning of the great wind of
change that was sweeping the continent, Though Lutuli and
other leaders were pleased that the British Prime Miniscer had
been ouspoken, Lutoli was seeptical for two reasons, He was
extremely sceptical about whether words would bring abouta
change of heart in South Africa’s vulers and he was sveptical
about whether Mr. Macmitlan woukl back up his words with
actint the test of Beitain's sincerity would come when next
she had to vote at the United Mations ou the question of
apartheld, His scepeivisin was justilied, for ut the UNL thae
year Britain onee again supported South Alrica,

4.1



Imprisonmant egaln

Meanwhile the AN’ main activity was o prepare for the
anti-pass campaign. Chief Lutuli bas described the very deep
hatred all Africans feel For a pass and the suffering ‘this evil
thing’ cavses them. He has said:

We are deeply conscious of, and grateful for, the it thas there isa
growing number of fellow white South Africans who appreciate our
sitnation and feel deeply aboue it; but they, oo, can never reslly
fully undesstand the depth of our suffering. Can anyone who has net
gone through it possibly inagine what has happened when rhey wead
in the Press of a routine police announcemene that there has heen a
pass raid in a location: The fear of a lond, eude bang on the door in
the middle of dhe night, the bitter humiliation of an undigpified
search, the shame of husband and wife being huddled out of bed in
front of their children by the police and taken off v e police cell,

If there is a law in any countey in the whole wide world which
makes it a crime in many instanees for husband and wife ta live to-
gether, which separates eightcen~year-olds trom their pareits, Thave
vet to learn of it, But the pass dous so in the Union of South Africa,

Each year half a million of my people ace arested under the Pass
Laws, Government annual reports tell of this tragic story. But statis-
tics can tell only half the tale. The physical act of arrest and derention
with the consequence of & broken ﬁnmc. a last job, a loss oF camings,
is only part of this gritn pictwee, The deep homiliation fele by « blick
man, whether he be a labourer, an advorate, 1 nurse, a teacher ar 2
wrofessor or even a minister of religion when, over and over again,
Ilu: heas the shout, *Kaflic where is vour pass—Kaffir nutar's fou pacd’
fills in the rest of this grim picture,

Fle went on to refer to the many Government commissions
and individuals who had advocated the abolition ar reform of
these Pass Laws, The present Government he said “has not
only not seen it fit to eurtail or abolish them, but has extended
and intensified their operation . . . and, to add insult eo injuey,
extended thens, for the fisst time in the history ofvur couitrey,
to our women folk’,

Tu February 1960 Lutuli warned the peaple of South Africa
that resentment among Africans wuhuikhn up, The A,
announced that its anti-pass camupaign would start ac the end
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of March, But the v.a.¢. had also been active, particularly in
Langa in the Cape, It short-civcuited che An¢, by ten days and
on a1 March t:ahcd on African men all over the country to go
to police stations and suprender their passes. At two places,
Sharpeville and Langa, the police fired on the crowds, The
rest 18 history, '

Tt the shock that reverberated around the world there was
also a deep sense of sorrow, Chief Luwli ealled for & national
day of mourning in South Africa. The African nation and
many sympathizers of other races responced to the eall.

On. the day after the shootings, in the Treason Trial, a
gravely shocked Lutuli was called to give evidenee as principal
witness for the defence, The defence Tawyers had been much
impressed by the way in which he had prepared his evidence,
but in the witness stand for once he was not at his bese. [t soon
beeanre apparent why; he was ill.

But meanwhile he and other A, leaders had fele thae the
national stay-at-home to mouen the dead was not cnough.
Ina fiercely provocative action he burnt his ‘pass’, his reference
bouk, and many other Africans followed suit.

On & April the Government outlawed the A, aud the
. Tt declared a State of Emergency and arceswed not only
all of the leaders of the resistance movement but some 18,000
Africans as well. Lutali, taken trom the home of white fiends
at 3 a.n, was locked in Pretoria gaol. There, in the dim light
of the passages a5 he and other men were being marched to
their ¢ells, he stowed down when they came to some stairs,
A white policeman hit hime—twice, ‘I was angered,” Luwli
says in his autoblography, ‘but not surprised.’ Not surprised,
nor yet embittered, so magnanimous is this man,

When his illiess brought on a severe attack of high blood
pressure hie spent the rese of the five months’ imprisonment
in the prison su‘,ispital antd during the ewenty-cight days of his
crogs-exarnination in the Treason Trial he way only able 1o
spend two hours a day in the witess stand.,

Defore long he was in court again charged with burning lis
eeference buok, with bresking a law by way of protest, and
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with inciting others, Fe was found guilty on the hust two
counts and sentenced to six months” imprisonment (suspended
for three years because of his health), and w0 one year's in-
prisonment or a fine of £ 100, The fine was immediacely paid
by women of the Black Sash, which is a Buropean organiza-
tion in South Africa, and by the Defenee and Aid Fund in
London.

Lutuli had intended to make a statement w the court before
the passing of sentence bue his lawrers advised him pot to and
because of his state of health he followed their acdvice, In it he
said that he had destroyed his pass “becanse I, tagether with the
averwhelming majoricy of my people, crunﬁc;‘um the pass
system as the cause of moch evil and suttering amonyg us, We
charge that it is nothing less than an instrument of studied
degradation and humiliation of us a5 a people, a badyge of
slavery, a weapon used by the authorities to keep us in a
position of inferiority . .\

"The emergeney aver, Lutl went feom prison straighe back
to Groutville, Nite years ealier the Government had deposed
him from the chieftainship and this had only cohaneced his
authority. Now the Government had oueliwed the aavee, and
any acknowledgement of Tim as its leader could be punishied
by imprisomment, but again the Government could not des-
troy lus authority. Even as an individual be remnained ehief and
leader. And other leaders kept in toueh with him, consulting
him about the All-African Convention held in Fletermarioe
burg early in 1961, e approved Nebsan Mandela's leadenhip
and he ealled on the African people w dety apartheid and w
dedicate themselves ‘to active sacriticial service’

A eritical moment in the history of South Aftica came in
March 1961 when the Republican Government applied for
continuned membetship of the Connmonwealdh, From the
voint of view of Aftlcans it was vivtwally an Afrikaner vepub-
[ic. African leaders who had formed the United Front outside
South Africa travelled to Afvican and Asian capitals, lobbying
the governments, calling on thens nov wo readmit South Africs

&)

to the Commwnwealth, While e Communwealth Prime
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Ministers were in the midst of their discussions in London,
from Groutville Chiet Lutuli sene 2 sigmificant cable to The
Times in London in whichhe called on the Commaonwealth ro
expel South Aftiea from membership. At the same time M.,
_]ufius Nyerere of Tanganyiks contiibuted an article to The
Ohbserver which ably arpued the case againse Soutds Africa
remaining in the Commonwealth, Their intervention undoube
tedly miade a deep impression,

None of the Commonweakh Prime Ministers supported
South Africa’s racialise policies, though there was a division of
opinion on whether tw keep them in the Commonwealth or
not. ‘The Prime Ministers of Canada, Malaya and Ghana were
particularly strong in theiv condemmation of apartheid. Dr.
Verwoerd withdeow from the Commonwealth, defeated,

This was & victory for Lueali and all the other nilitan
opponents of apartheid,

A secomd victory in 1961 was scored when the three Judges
it the Treason Trial gave their verdice. The accused were ‘ot
guiley”. The amue, was nota Communise organization not had
it been intiltrated by Conmununises, nor had it intended to use
violence to achieve a change of state in South Afvica,

A third vicwory lay abead.

/



On his fann at Groteille, Novewler 1961
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Onn day it Qetober 1961 as Albert 1 utuli trudged home from
the fields bis friend, BV, Mahomed, drove up in his car and
said, teying to control his excitement: 'Tiave 2 most important
messagge for you Albert” ke opened the car door as he added:
‘Gome, let me drive you home so that T ean give it to you in
the presence of your wife.” '

Ax soon as they reached the small, rederooted house and had
found Mys, Lutuli, Mabemed, slmose overcone with comotion
annoumeed: Albere vou have been awarded the wost impore-
ant prize in the world --the Nobel Peace Prize.

Lutuki was unbelieving: “You are confusing it with the Gell
award,” he said (an award in memory of Chiristopher Gell, a
greae South Afvican, that had been awarded hin only a week
or two earlier).

No, no--Mahomed eventally persuaded hin chae he reall
hael been awarded thie Nobel Prize. Lutuli satd only: T th:‘mi
God wha has answered the ull of the oppressed people of
Souch Afvica.

And ax the news swepe South Africa there was preat re-
joicing anmong the vast m;;{m'ity of the people --Aficans
prowd of dheir leader, sensible Buropeans, delighied Tudians
and Colowred People whose leaders expressed theie excite-
ment, As Alan Paton said, over years e Verwoerd had
Jowered the prestige of South Africa theoughout the world
but ‘Lutali has raised it again’, While Dy, Naicker, the
Indiag leader, sids “We are all so thrilled by this great
honour bestowed on a great 3o of South. Afica, a Prinee
among e’ _

(f)nr:y the Nationalist Governiment xmd it press commented
sourly. Forinstance, Die Burger said the Nobel Peave Clotnit-
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tee’s award was a ‘remarkably imumature, poorly considered
and fundamentally unWestern decision” !

To the crossroads town of Swmnger came journalists and-
photographers from all over the world, some interviewing .
Lutuli in Mahomed's busy bookkeeper’s office, some going:
out to the little farmhouse in the sugar fields, photographing
Lutuli and his wife, his eldest daughter (now a thot;tu::?. aned his
grandchild, Msomi, an engaging small boy probably rather:
like the child Albers who im&w come to Growtville from
Rhodesia fifty-three years before, .

In his first statement after hearing of the award, Lutuli re-
marked that it was an honour not only dene o him ‘but alse
to my country and its people—cespecially those whe have’
fought and suftered in the struggle to achieve the emancipation
of all South Africans from the bonds of fear and injustice . . .
It is to our credit that we have sought emancipation along
peaceful lines.” |

To cach of the dozens of interviews that he gave at this tme
he came freshly, listening to ecach question attentively and
giving to each an answer that had a singular appropriateness.
Often he wotdd disarmingly eurn the table and begin co ques-
tion the interviewer with genuine interest, "Through the inrer-
views ran the theme: °[ think they gave me tie Nobel Peace
Prize because they quitecorrectly believe Dwas leader of a libera-
tion movement that pursued non-violence. [ think so. The
credit is not mine at all: my régime of the former African
National Congress inherited policies thar go buck fifty years
which I have been happy to carry vut. You take the policy
of being non-racial. If Congress had followed o racialise line.
I would just not have been a member, No, oh, no)* '

He went on to answer those eritics of the A, who had felt
it was two ready to co~operate with non-Africans, and in
doing so he pointed out that in ceeeain other parts of Africs,
for instance in Northern Rhodesia and in Nyasaland, politdeal
pacties had even accepted white members, Lo other words,
we all stand for non-racial democracy where colour s
irrelevant’, e said,
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Chief and Mrs. Lutuli with their oldest dunghter and  their
grandsan Mo, 1967, with the cable auouncing the award.

A



The Prize

During one interview he was interrupted by a phone call
from London. He was enchanted by this: *As clear as anything,
as clear asanything, pee !’ ho exclaimed with a guse of laughter,
His sense of humour is always near the surface, When the
Minister of Justice refused him permission to attend a Jocal
celebration of the award he dicll not, as e understandably
could have done, deplore the Minister's meanness, he simply
remarked: ‘It’s making history o gee the Minister to reply
within two days. Something he has never done, honesely,’
And when someone pointed out that the Minister's telegram
expressed ‘regret’ Lutali let out another gust of laughter: S lud
with regret, that is something, That is something !

The local celebration in Stanger was marred only by s
absence and by the refusal of che transport authorides in
Durban to allow buses to trausport the crovwds of peaple who
wanted to go to the gathering. The preked avdience trilled
aud shouted with pleasure when Mis, Lutali received a scroll
for her husband and when Alan Paton vead his praise song
“You there, Lutuli’ (sce page iii). But perhaps the greatest deliyzhe
followed Yeugwa's Zulu praise song. He spoke of che grese
bull that eseniies had eried to fence around in 2 kraal: the
bull, he said, had broken the strong fence and wandered far,
as far as Oslo! ‘Nkosi yase Groueville! Nkosi yase Afiika!
Nkosi yase worki!” {Chief of Grouwville, Chief of Aftica,
Chief of the world!)

As the air filled with their laughter and nlulations, wonien
waved their umbrellas high, Perhaps most moving were the
words of Fatima Meer, a beautiful and militant Indian woman,
as she spoke of the small victory which the Prize meant for all
those who shared Lutuli’s vision of the future South Africa,
The vision which had taughe people to demand freedom witl
tove and tranquillity, whichhad bed to the mareyedom of many,
to imprisonment and banishument, even to death a5 ac Sharpe-
ville, The vision that the world was hemlding, The Lutulian
vision,

Even in the midst of all this excitenient Lutuli wene on with
certain liberation tasky, He sene off a cable to Oliver Tanbe,
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the A, vepresentative at the United Nadons, in which he
urged sanctions againse the Government of South Africa; he
cnﬁed on the Coloured People’s Convention in Cape "Town to
redouble efforts to achieve freedom by lmnm«viullent means;
from the people of Britain he asked for more matevial and
moral support in face of intensified Government repression ;
and after all the journalists had left one evening, ac midnighe
e settled down o write his weekly article for an Aftican
newspaper,

On 5 December 1956 Lutuli had boarded » plane in Dutban
—to be fown to gaol in Johannesburg and to be twied for high
tzeason,

On § December 1961 be and his wife boarded a phne in
Durban~—ta be fown via Londeon to Qslo, to receive the Nolel
Peace Prize for 1o, Soon after hisacrival he received a warm
message from President Kennedy. Though the South African
Government might not recognize him, the President of the 1
United States addressed him sitply as 'Chief John Albert
Lutuli, Oslo, Norway’ and said: ‘T have been moved by the
award to you of the 1960 Nobe] Peace Prize and 1 join with
many others from all parts of che world in extending sincere
congratulations to you, This high recognition of your pastand
continuing cefforts in the cause of justice and the advancement
throngh peaceful means of the brotherhood of man is é
applauded by free men everywhere, Please accept miy bess 7
wishes for your continued health and well-being,'

On 1o Devember in the presence of King Olaf of Norway,
of the Prime Minister, many diplomats and other distinguished
people, Luwuli received the Prize, Wearinga chief’s ceremonial
garh, he was given a standing ovation, Gonnar Jahn, the chaic-
man of the Nobel Peace Prize Connuittee, desceibed Lutuli's
work and said that his efforts to seck equality by non-violent;
means while being confined to hiy own country had a imuch
wider perspective, T concerned the steuggle for human rights
not only in South Africa but also in other covntries, ‘Il the
numwhite populadon in South Africa tanages w raise itself
from its humiliation without the use of terror and violence, i
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will be fese and foremost Lutoll's work.' But, he added, if
violence came in South Africa and the country dravwned in
blood ‘let us remember him then, and never forger that his
policy was unshakeable and clear. Tle did not wantit that way.”

Lutull receiwing the Nobel Peace Prize, 1961

Lutuli was clearly overwhelmed by feeling. His fow words
of thanks were barely andible: ‘T regard this as 2 tribute ro
Mother Afxiea, to all peoples, whatever their race, colowr or
creed,’ he said. “But I also regard it as an adided responsibiliey
laid upon us. We have been made answerable for our part in
the future development of the wurld.” And as before \‘,‘Lcti he
had first been told of the award he paid wibate to his wife,
Nokukhanya, without whose help he could not have dote his
work.

On the following day, Chief Lutuli gave his Nobel Peace
Prize address, Stnmﬁng very upright as is characteristiv of lim
he spoke of the three-told significanee of the award—a tribute
to his humble contribution amony people of all eaves o lind
peaceful solution to the race problewm ;a demoeratic declaration
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of solidarity with those Dighting to inerease liberty in Souch §
Africa; and ‘a welcome recognition, of the role played by the
Aftican peaple during the last fifty years to establish, peac
fully, a society in which merit, and not race, would fix th
position of the individual in the life of the mation.” '

e spoke of how fittle peace thexe had been in Africa in our -

time, from the war in Algeria to the shootings in Sharpevillein -
South Africn, ‘Ours is a continent in revolution against
appression. And peace and revolution make uneasy bedfellows,
There can be no peace until the forees of oppression are
overthrown,’

He went on o refer to che long series of revolutionary up-
heavals in Burope, from the age of feudal backwardness to
industrialization, true nationhood, democracy and rising living
standards, an age of revolution that encompassed some of the
bloodiest civil wars in all history, By camparison the African
revolation. had swept three-quarters of its continent in less
than & decade. Ile quoted eminent abservers in support of his
rentark that the African revolution by comparison had been
orderly, quick and bloodless.

In spite of Aftica’s many divisions he pointed to s single
aim, "our goal is 2 United Africa in which the standards of life
and liberty are constantly expaunding, in which the ancient
legacy of illiteracy and disease is swept aside, {1 which the
dignicy of man is rescued feom beneath the heels of colonial-
ian which have trampled it . .,

“There is a paradox in the face thar Aftica qualifies for such
an award in its age of turntoil and revolution.

[law preat is the paradox,’ he went on, ‘and how much
greater the honour that an award in suppoer of the peace and
the brotherhood of man should come to one who is a citizen
of & country where the brotherhood of man is an illegal
doctrine, vutlwwed, banned, censured, proscribed and pro-
hibited, where the work, talk of campaign for the realization
in fawe and deed of the brothehood of man is hazardous,
punished with banishinent or confinement withoue wial, or
imprisotment, where etfective democratic channels to peace-
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ful settlement of the race problem have existed these 300 years,
and where white minority power rests on the most heavily
armed and equipped military machine in Africa,
“This is South Africa.’
But it was not necessary, he said, to speak ar lengrh about
| South Africa, for it had forced itself on the attention of the
world. ‘It is 2 museu piece in our time, a hangover from the
dark past of mankind, a relic of an age which everywheee else
is dead or dying’ He analysed the mythology of white
supremacy, of}:qmrthcid, and paidl eribute to such opponents of
it as Livingstone and Jobn Philip, who had stood for social
{ justice in the face of averwhelming odds, men whose names
ywere still anathema to some South Afvicans,

I, as a Christian,” Lie said, "have always felt that there is one
thing above all about apartheid or separate development thae
is unforgivable, It seems utterly indifferent to the suffering of
individual persons, who lose their land, their homes, their jobs,
in the pursuit of what is surely the most terrible dream in the
world. A deeam which is the deliberate policy of a Governe
ment, supported actively by a large part of the white popula~
tion and tolerated aassivery by an overwhehning pare but
fortunately rcjectccl} by an encouraging white minority who
have thrown in their lot with non-whites',

African history, he pointed out, had been one of appesition
to domination and he paid eribuce o some of their great
leaders and to the stock that had nurtured them: those fore-
bears who ‘in teekking feom the noth w the southernmost tip
of Afriea centuries ago, braved rivers that are perennially
swollen, hacked their way through treacherous jungle and
forest and survived the plagues of the then untamed lethal
diseases of a multifarious nature that abounded in equatorial
Africa, and wrested themselves fronmi the gaping mouths of dhe
beasts of prey.

"I‘hey endured itall.” These forebears had settled in southern .
Africa “to build a future worth while for us, their offspring,

Generally the passing of tme has seen barrices t freedom
going down in most pares of the world, Lutuli went on, ‘Nog
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s0 South Afriea, Here the barriers do not go down, Each step
we take forwand, cvery achicvement we chaik up, i caneelled
out by the raising of new and higher barviers to our advance
.+« Ali too often the protests and demonstrations of our peaple
have been beaten back by foree, but they have never been
silenced.’ In this modern struggle, in spite of cruel treatment in
the name of law and order, the freedom figheers had remained
non-violent.

I taday this peace award is given to South Africa through
a black man, itis not because we in South Afriea have won our
right for peace and human brotherhood,

‘Far from it. Perhaps we stand farther from victory than any
other people in Africa, lut nothing we have suffered at the
hands of tfw Government has turned us from our chosen path
of disciplined resistanee. It is for this, T believe, chat this
award is given,

‘How easy it would have been in South Africa for the
natural feclings of resentment at white domination to have
been turned into feelings of hatred and a desive for revenge
against the white community, -

‘Flere, where every day in every aspect of life every non-
white comes up against the tabiqluitcms sign “Buropeans only”,
and the equalfy ubiquitous policeman to enforce it, here it
could well be expected that a racialiste equal w that of their
oppressors would Hourdsh to connter the white arropance
owards blacks,’

That the Africans had not been racialist was, he poineed out,
no accident, It was beeause their leaders over fifty years,
inspired by the Ane., which he had had the honour to lead
for the last decade uneil it was outlawed, had ‘set itself stead=
fastly againse racial vaingloriousiess’, In doing so the leaders
had passed up opportunities for “an easy demagogic appeal
to the natural passions of a people denied freedom and
liberty ... ) |

“T'he true patrivts of South Africs, for whom I speak,’ he
went on, would be satisfied with nothing less than full demon
cratic rights, complete equality of opportunity in economic

B 55



The Prize

matters, the opening of all doors of leaming and che aholition
of all racial bars. All these things they demand for alf South
Africans, And on these principles ‘we are uncompromising’
he emphasized.

When hie came to speak of ehe things that bad sustained che
- gpirit of freedom-loving people in South Africa in their fight
for lasting values, he paid high eribute to ‘the magnificent
‘support of the progressive people and Governments througls-
out the world, amongst whon namber the people and Govern.
ment of the country of which I am today a guest, vur brothers
in Africa, especially in the independent Aftican sttes, vrganiza-
tions who share the outlook we emibrace in countries scattered
right across the face of the globe, the United Nations Organi-
zation jointly and some of its member nations singly.”

In expressing hearifelt appreciation forall this suppore, how-
ever, ‘we South Afticans,” he said, ‘cqually understand thac
much as othersmightdo for us, our freedomcannotcometo us as
a gift from abroad. Qur freedom we must make for ourselvey,”

Lutuli ended with an invitation to all Africa ‘to cast hee
cyes beyond the past and to some extent the presence, with their
woes and cribuladons, tials and failures, and some sugcesses’,
for *this is Africa’s age-~the dawn of her fulkilment , |

‘Could it not be’, he asked, ‘that history has delayed her
rebirth for a purposer The situation confrones her with in-
escapable chall[‘cngcs, but more importantly with opporoni-
ties for service to hexself and mankind . .\

Could Africa not be magnanimous; turn entuity into amity?
“Though robbed of her lands, herindependence and opporyuni-
ties to become—this often, oddly enough, done to l[n:r in the
name of civilization and even Christiznity-—should she not
see her destiny as being that of making a distinctive contriby-
tion to human progress and human relationships with a
peculiar new African Hlavour enriched by the diversity of culs
tures she enjoys, thus building &n the sommits of present
human achievement an edifice that would be one of the finest
tributes to the genius of mand’

Furthermore, Africa, acting it concert with other nations,
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fg man's lase hope tor a mediagor between the Bastand Wese',
and 18 qualified to demand of the great powers ‘to “turn the
swords into ploughshares” because twoethicds of mankind is
hengry and illiterates w engage human energy, human skill
and human challenge in the service of peace . . .

“Africa's qualification for this nable task is incontestable, For
her own ft;]ht has never been anid is noe now a fight for con-
quest of land, tor accumulation of wealth or domination of
peoples, but tor the recognition and presecvation of the rights
of man and the establishraene of a crue fee world,!

During his address Chiet Lueuli paid eribute to the late Dag
Hamnueskjoeld, ‘distinguished world citizen and fighter for
peace’, to whom the Nuobel Pegee Prize for 1961 was awarded.
And when Lucali ended e did something never before heard
ofata Nobel ceremony, hie sange--' Nkosi Sikelel’ i A frika’-~and
soon all the asembly joined in, singing or humming the
great anthem, |

The Times described the deep impression made by
Lutuli's dignity and by his moving address and appeal for
ending racial suppression in Souch Africa and creating a basis
for equality and peace,

South Afriva's Minister for Poreign Affairs, Me. Eric Louw,
on the contrary, attacked the address for slandering and
abusing South Africa. Luguli's conduct, he said, proved he was
'no man of peave’, Bue though the South African Government
severely restricted Lucul’s wovements, refusing to let him
accept any invitations to Sweden, Englad and the U.S.A.,
they could no reserict biy inluence, A Norwegian newspaper,
Atbeiderblades, deseribes che effeer of his visier "We have
siwddenly begun o feel Afriea’s nearness and greatness, In the
millions of huts of corruganed iron, mud and steaw lives a
foree which can make the world richer. ..

Lutuli, the Zulu chicftain and schoolteacher, is an excep-
donal mag, Hue in his words, his voice, his smile, his Strengtﬁl,
his spontaneity 2 whole continent speaks,

*Africa’s laughter and tears are now breaking against oue
v shores .,
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“ Albert Lutali nust now return to his people in chains, to
his guards in exile, We have never seen a kreer man,’

The Nohel Prize, as the Johannesburg Srar remarked, was
t, measure of the gulf that divides South Aftica morally from
the rest of the civiﬁzcd world'; it did indeed show up the con-
trast in values between the South African Government and
the outside world and it is futeresting to think that the reasons
for which the Nobel Prize Commitiee conferred this high
honour on Lutuli are the very reasons for which the Govern-
ment ban, confine and inprison him.

Back in Durban huge crowds roared, sang and danced
their welcome as Lutuli stepped out of the ple. He and his
wife were told by the Special Branch to go straight to a
waiting car. "

If u prophet is without honour in his own land a Nobel
Prize winner who is African i even less so among the
Eurapeans in his home district in South Africa. After a life-
time in the neighbourhood, Lutuli is startled if local Buropeans
greet him in the streets of Stanger. And when lie amd the
European sccretary from Johannesbury who heiped him ac
that time went to the Post Office to eodlect his mail, she had
to enter by the ‘Buropeans only’ door, while the Nubel Prize
winner went into the 'Non-Eucopean’ section,
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10. THE MAN WHO KEEPS ON GROWING

Avserr Lururd's story is the story of the greamess of a Zulu
school teacher, Amanwho did not have much education, who
is not an iutellecenal (he does not even read widely), but who
has deep roots and therefore 3 remarkable, deep intelligence.
This, together with his clear integrity, cnables him. to deal
with each probleny that arises with apeitude. Yot it is more
than aptitude; it is a kind of grace.

His one weakness is that he mkes iv for granted that those
who help him do so becawse of the cause, when in fact some
of them also do so because of their reverence and affection for
hinw. The resuleis chac he sometimes averlooks their generosity.
This is a weakness common to many people who are dedicated
to a cause.

Undoubtedly history has made Lueali, And as he has
responded to the challenge of events in South Africa hie has
grown in statore, a rzmwth so proneounced as to be visible, for
over the years be has become physically firmer and more
integrated; his face, from being heavy and unremarkable, has
become noble, But he could not have grown thus unless he
had had a fundamental sength of character and intelligence
and the spiritual porential, Nor could he have responded
withont the constant support and companionship of his wife,
Nokukhanya, Her sheer hard work on the land and in the
home set him free to concentrate on the needs of o nation.
Her encouragetnent has refreshed him, and she has done much
to maititain the serenity of theiv household so that today the
family includes one daughter whe is & doctor, and theee whe
are NUrSes.

Some of thie men who have worked with bim or known
him during many years lave expressed their opinions:
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“Whereas other leaders are often self~centeed, Chief in the
true sense of the word tends to be a purist, 1€ he says he wanes
democracy he means he will fight dammed hard for it Some
people, like bim and Father Fluddleston, take Christionicy
very very very seriously and see no reason why it should not
be put into operation here,” This was said by n militant African
leader.

‘Chief is the one leader of great calibre. He does not talk
empty. He thinks things aver for days and days and comes to
decisions. He speaks from conviction,” This was the opinion
of an Indian Musliny leader,

‘To South Africans, Chief is more than a symbol. Mo is a
leader, a crusader, a builder.” A white Marxist was speaking,

Lutoli has a strength and pride that makes him no nan's
plaything, and a certain solitariness, partly imposed by the
harsh bans of authority, partly a quality of his own nature,
This view was expressed by a white liberal.

Chief has ‘a profound sense of the supernatural’ said a
Christian priest,

Running through his life are two qualities; humility and
authority. And perhaps what has inspired him mose has been
his belietin the dignity of the human personality, Oue author
who wrote about him has drawn attention to a statement that
Lutuli made on the effects of minority rule. Lutuli said: ‘Non-
whites under the minority rule of whites only, have for
decades suffered and continue to suffer a gepression that not
only impoverishes them but is a most homiliating affront to
their person and dignity’ (Senth Africa, The Road Alead, chap-
ter by A. J. Lutuli),

This author went on to remark that “the deep awareness of
human dignity and of the sacredness of the fluman person
which underlics such statements as these is essentially Cliristian;
but it should be noted that the conception of personality as a
Divine Fﬁm’v (in Lutuli’s phrase “human pessonality-—a CGod-
given foree”} is also uniquely African, In African thoughs,
accorcing to Rev, Placide Terupelss Bantie Philosophy, the
fundamental Western concept of being finds its equivalensin 2
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dynamic coneept of foree. “For the Banew,” he says, “man i
the dominant force among all ereated visible furces, THs Foree,
his life, his fullness of being, consise in his pardeipation to a
greater or less extent in the Foree of God . At his own level,
man, by Divine Force, is himselt'a liviag force” ' (Alhert John
Leetinili aneel the South African Race Conflict by Ldward Callan).

Lutuli does his writing at home in Grougville, Their siting
room in the firm house 35 modest, with pale blue and pink
washed walls, a sofa and a fow chairs, a glas-fronted cupboard
full of files, a radiv, a painting of ariver scene in England and a
shotograph of the huge meeting in Sophiatown from which
10 was banned, In the evenings, ata small desk chatis cluttered
with books, he works by lamplight, There in December 161
he wrote an article in Drum deseribing what he would do ifhe
were Prime Minister of South Africa, Asa background to his
saggestions he ciphasized that nothing but a democratic form
of government of all the pevple, for the people, and by the
people, would satisfy: a State where all adults regardless of
race, colour or belie were voters.

The fand question would all for revolutionary changes
beeause the white quarter of the papulition possessed eighey-
seven per cent, while the Afivan threeequarters had loss than
thirteen per cent. of which ninety-nine per cent, was Truse
land wiL'Ila Africans being virtually State wnanes. So he pro-
posed that a systenn sueh as that in Grear Britain and Sweden
might meer the case, “The laml must be redistiibuted and
allocated to those who have o live and make cheir living on
the land . . . This woukd not preclade some Jand being held by
the State for renting to individoals and for State Experimental
Farms.” Speculation on land would be stopped. “The present
so-called African Reserves which are wery much depressed
areas, will need special avtention . ., The duty of the Gover-
ment would be to rehabilitate both the land and the peaple.”
He envisaged special aid for Buners in those areas as wéﬁl as
co-operative farm settlements liberally aided and drawing on
the experience of Isracl,

"There would be Governnient contral of private enterprise,
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commerce and industry, with nationalization of certain see-
tors, and supertax on high mcomes to enable the oppressed to
be uplifted.

Human rights would be entrenched in the Constieution,

Workers would enjoy trade union rights and there would
be minimum wages and conditions with no discrinyination on
grounds of colour or race.

The best guarantec against fears and prejudices would come
from planned development to increase employment and
raise standards of living all round., All discriminatory legist-
tion and restriction on movement would go. Racialism would
be outlawed. Education would be tree sud compubiory at
firse in. the primary stage and later up to matricalation, ad
substantial aid would be given for bursaries and loans
students, Technical and adult education would be encouraged,

‘My South Africa would encourage a hamessing of science
and technology to cveryday uses of man and not for his
destruction.” It would, he said, seek the banning of nuclear
warfare and support the United Nations.

He also described how the rule of law would be serupu-
lously respected and how special care would be taken two
dcvcii)p an efficient and civil police force. Detence would rest
on ‘a people’s army’.

‘My idea is a non-racial Government consisting of the bese
men-—merit rather than colour counting’ and he envisaged a
Republican form of Government which would be part of
larger units such as the Commonwealth of Nations and a
Federation of African States.

As for the State itself, Lutuli said, “the individual would
remain. cardinal, for “the State exises for the individual” and
not “the individual for the Staee”.” Fe realized thae a stace
such as he visualized-a democrate social welbire state--
could not be born in one day, ‘Bat it would be the paramount
task of the Govertument to bring it aboue and advance it
without erippling industey, commeree, farmity aud educas
tion,”

Lutuli’s most importan lirerary work washisautobiography,
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Let My People Go, This he dictated to the Rev, Charles Hooper
and Mrs. Sheila Hooper, In it the reader will find clearly ex-
pressed the Chief’s views on many subjects, There is one
matter on which he always expresses himself with passion,
This i3 che failure of the Church in South Africa. Te wrote in
his book: ‘White paternalise Christianity—as though the
whites had invented the Christian Faith-—cstranges my people
from Christ, Hypocrisy, double standards, and the identifica-
tion of white skins with Christianity, do the same. For myself,
for very many of us, nothing short of apostasy would budge
us. We know Cheistianity for what it is, we know itis nota
white presecve, we know that many whites-—and Afvicans for
thae matter--are inferior exponents of what they profess, The
Faith of Churist persists in spite of thenu But how many weak
and experimental black Christians aze made to stumble by the
white example: How vulnerable we Christians are!” Yet, he
pointed out, ‘it is not too late for white Christians to look at
the Gospels and redefine their allegiance’. But he warned ‘in
South Afriea the opportunity is tﬁm hundred years old, It
will not last forever, The time is ranning out.”

A Christian who commands Lutsli’s deepest respect is
Bishop Ambrose Reeves, who was Bishop of Jobannesburg
during the 19508 and who became Lutuli's friend during the

ritn years of the Treason Trinl, When fest they met it had
Eecn a brief conversation and Albert Lutuli had been too
amused by the Bishop's gaiters to get much impression of him
as a man, Then, as t‘imy ot to know each other, he saw the
Bishop as man of God an-‘f was deeply inpressed by his insighe
into the true nature of what was ilappan.ing in South Afvica
and by his courage and coneern for people. He came to regard
the Bishop ‘really as a father” and to feel ehat the Church does
not fully appreciate whae Dishop Recves and the Rev,
Michael Scott, Father Huddleston and Canon Collins have
done for the Churel in Africa, quite apare from what they have
done for the peaple, It is his belief that Africans coubd contri-
buee to Christian chinking what is native 1o thetn and cor-
patible with Cheistan principles. Yot in o own Held, not
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even the political field, he feels that ‘the Church is notagall
aggressive cnou h', so that ‘things are moving fast to heathen-
ism w~to a polished form of heathenism,

Another subject on which Lutuli bas written is that of non-
violence. He has said: ‘Violence distupts human life and is
destructive to perpetrator and victim alike. 1€ we steadfustly
refuse to be drawn into viclence, reconstruction and recon-
ciliation will become ecasier—because there will not be the
deep aftermath scars which are almost bound to follow a
violent struggle where lives are lost and abiding hateed en-
gendered. i |

‘To refrain from violence is the sign of the civilized man as
compared with the brute, The more truly civilized an in-
dividual is, the more likely he is to find peaceful methods of
fighting for the things in which he believes. . .

‘Non-violenee gives us a moral superiority over any who
would use violence against us. Yet I do not regard peace as a
passive thing. The non-violent policy I am advocating is a
positive one, using positive methods and aimed at the positive,
worthwhile objective of freedon.

‘It demands moral couragre and taxes our physical conrage.
It does not dupe freedom figheers by forms of mass hysteria
which are all too prevalent in violent campaigns,

Besides, he asks, "if we were ever to forget our high call to
peaceful duty and action and turn instead to bloodshed, how
could we demand and expect the sympathy of the outside
world:' But basically the pledge to non-violentactivity is made
‘because our better natures and our conscience demand this of
us'.

On one occasion, questioned aboue when e had first begun
to believe i non-violence, he closed his eyes tight~a charag-
teristic gesture when he searches back into the past--then
slowly began to reply: ‘T wouldn't say that there was ever a
time when I consciously decided and saidw-now look, 1 am
here deciding for noneviolence, For one thing, when I cune
into Congress, the campaigns it was planning were in fuct on
non-violent lines and one was happy to fit in with that’ He
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has cosvally read Gandli, ‘but [ don’t know the theory of non-
violence a8 exphined by expects. T wonld not classify myself
as a pacifise, to say T would never participate in a war. Butif I
were not it South Africa T wonld have the ssme attitude to a
nuelear war as to the South African Government because it
means the destruction of humanity.”

That he is essentially nou-violent is undoubted, his literal
torning of the other chieek when the white hooligan knacked
him down at the meeting in Pretoria is but one examuple. Bug
there is no softness in the policy of non-violence; as he has
said, it is milicant, aud he feels, despite Government’s crushing
of nou-violent demonsteations such as the theee-day stay-at-
home in May ro6r that “the non-violent method, even un-
clothing it of any moral consideration—is the most effective
and practical in our situation.” He has pointed out that it has
never been sufficiently well organized to prove its efficacy,

But he is well aware of the appeal of anti-whiteism and of
violence: ‘If one wanted to be & cheap popular leader, the cry
let’s drive the white man oue would catch on like wild fiee’,
he said onee. As to whether an Angola situation counld arise in
South Africa, his view was: “You would expeet people to
start questionting and asking how long would these white men
take advantage of our seeming docility, It would not be sur-
prising to find some, particularly young people, beginning to
question the efficacy of non~vielence when they face so
aggressive o Government. If the oppressed people here ever
came to indulge in violent ways that would be reaction against
the palicy of Government in suppressing them. However
much you may disagree with them, you cannot blame them,
But the leadership’, he added, ‘stand by the non-violent
method,’

[t was clear that when the Nobel Committee made its
award, it recogoized the danger of racial strife facing South
Africa~=and indeed the world--so long as the arrogance of
white racialism persists, And the award, coming at a moment
when for the first time in South Aftica people had been driven
to use sabotage, had a peculiar significance,
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How long could Lutuli’s influence surviver The answer
wasuncertainand his problemin exerting his influence was illis-
trated by an incident that happened just after he was awarded
the Nobel Prize. An Afrikaner Nationalist journalist who
called on him then began to say, ‘You're a man of influence,
why don't you . .. when Lutuli eut him short and, standing
feet close together, arms tight down his side, in a spontaneous
illustration, retorted, ‘you crowd me, you tether me tighe,
and you expect me to exert my influence’, There wasa note of
anguish in ]tlis voice.

Now, under the ‘Sabotage’ Act Lutuli’s voice has been
uttecly silenced in South Africa. In the Act the term sabotage
covers 2 wide range of actions, even, for example, writing a
slogan on a wall. The minimum penaley is five years' im-
prisonment, the maximum death, It is now a serious oftence
for anyone to publish the remarks or writings of a banned
person. Chicf Lutuli’s words can no Jonger be guoted. Anyone
quoting him will be liable to three years” imprisonment, This
book is illegal in. South Africa, a book telling the story of a
South African patriot of whom the whole country should be
proud. -

Lutuli’s story is the story of a man who kept on growing.
The macialism of the Nationalist Governiment and its suppor-
ters could so easily have driven Lutuli to an equally negative
racialisii, Instead he became ever more creative and con-
structive. His story is proof that in the midst of evil good can
grow.

The inspiring quality of Lutuli’s creative thought runs
through his book. Souti Afiica’ he says in his autobiography
‘is 2 heroic country, The patient ﬂnc?::rmmc of the weak is
stronger, far stronger than the toughness of the bully with
the gun.' The people of all races who attended the Treason
Tria%aud showed their support for the aceused, porttayed, he
said ‘my new South Africa, a company of men and women of
goodwill, yearning to begin work on the building of 4 strucw
f;um both permanent and real. Indeed, they have aleeady

egu,
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Laseuli has no illostons aboue the fanaticism of the National-
st Government nor the granite quality of their apartheid. He
is cagrer for resolute action from the outside W(’)[‘h‘l in the form
of sanctions, but iusises that chis can only supplement South
Afticans” own steuggle for liberation,
~ He is inspired by an optimism that is not of this earch,
During the Treason Trial ﬁo was asked by the Crown Prose-
cutor: “There was very letle hope of pegotiation .. .¢" He
replied: ‘There were no sigm, my lords, in that direction.
Judge Bekker: ‘Any boped Albert Lutuli: "Hope, yes, hope
is always there, my lord!

And the extent of his hope {5 in his belief that ‘we in South
Africa can forge together a more unified way of life, without
the rawness, competiciveness, and the too materialistic out-
look of the Western way of life, which has the inherent power
of breeding couflict and division ,.,' Those words were
spoken in December 1963, Since then he las been silenced,
Since then the strugrgle has encered a new and even grimmer
phase: Government violenee having finally provoked councer-
violenee, the underground movements increased cheir acts
of sabotage. "The Goverment ceaselessty imprisons all African
opponents it can capeure without trial, Lutuli, in his exile in
Groutville has virtaally become an elder statesman, to whom
honoue is paid as a great leader of his day, who won for
himself and his followers the Prize for furthering brother-
hood amaong peoples.

“Who knows', he asked in his Nobel acilress, *but that the
precise rale of Africa would be one day to restore to the white
man his Jost soul?’
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A READING LIST

BOOKS

Let My People Go by Albere Lutuli (London, 1962).

The Treason Cage by Anthony Sampson (London, 1958).
Senth Africa, The Road Alead, essays including "The Eftect of

Minority RuleonNon-Whites' by A, |, Lutddi(Londoen, rg6o).
The African Pareiots by Mary Benson (Faber, London, 1963,)

PAMPHLETS

Albere John Luthuli and The South African Race Conflict by
Edwarct Callan (Western Michigan University Press).

Man of the People—Chief 4, J. Lutuli, Afcika Publications,

The author and publishers acknowledge with thanks the
permission given by William Collins & Sons to quote from
Chief Lutuli's autobiography Ler My Peuple Go, They hope
that this shorr fife will lead readers on w reading Chief
Lutuli's own baok.
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In thls short biography of the great South African
Mary Bensan tells of his early life and education
and of tha struggles that he undertaok an

hehaif of his people, Struggles which resultad In
the formation of the African National Congress,
and inn hig arrest, trial and acquittal an the charge of
treason,

Throughout his life and despite the treatment he
received, Chief Lutuli has been an apostle of non-
violence; and this characteristic although not recog-
nized by the South African authorities recelved warld
wide recognition when he was awarded the Nobel
Peace Prize, a prize which he raceived In person
in Oslo. Chief Lutuli is now back In his reserve an
his farm; forbtdden by the Government to travel or
te addrass meetings. This is the story of a great
and good man,
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