Conversation with Paul Konings at his Cape Town house in October, 1983
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I went to school in New Zealand, and grew up there. [ had been to
South Africa once before in 1970 for a couple of weeks, and then in
1974 1 was going to come over here for two years to see what 1t was
like. After that I went to Michaelis art school here, and then I had
to make my own way, and that has just been the case. 1 have been
involved in graphic advertising, design, promotions, that sort of
thing. So I am a graphic designer, and photographer here in Cape Town.

I did the book, the Brotherhoods: State Control and STreet bBands in
Cape Town by David Phillips. It's about crime in
Cape Town. tudy of Ehe spcio—-political and

tudy
al sector" in Cape Town. You know,

economic in
shabeens, petty crime, to the big

evervthing

It was originally going to be just a photographic book, but then the
publisher wanted to expand it LAk
Separate us.

Then I°ve besn working for advertising agencies, and film companies,
and then I went to freelancing completely on my own. And NMow I
appro individual companie design packaging, point of purchase
i pduct promotion.
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have to do is think, that there is a much hbetter way, whether you are
a he  capitalist pig or a whatever you are, even a socialist would
oo 1 same i i & western culture what they are doing
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ald Reagan was a fascist, you know, but nobody

t Thatcher you could say the same thing. But
you know, culture, background.
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sgan on TV and he was just coming off his helicoptor
David or something and someone asked him a guestion about
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South Africa and he said this whole thing about they have just taken
away this and that.....you could tell that nobody had told him what to
say. And he was just caught off guard. It was terrible.

This project....we are not in art school. Maybe the sort of
teaching is formal and so on, and sort of more leaning towards art for
arts sake, so, I wanted to sort of like try and connect to what I
relate to as a social documentary photographer.

Some of this work is quite recent because I go to Langa, you
know, we go for a cruise around, you know, are passing through, you
know, and this camp, I just got up one morning. é&nd this camp, I just
got up one morning and thought, wow, I am going out to take some
photographs now, because I had to do it. And I just got up at 5 O°
Cleck in the merning and went to Gordon®s Bay where that labor camp is
vou know. I just walked in there. Just parked my car at the thing and
took my triped and the camera, I just walked in. And I happened to

meset &

suple of guys I knew who were working as

3 _ laborers in the town
somewhere. And so we went $or a cruise down to the Ik

_ AUDIBLE. ... No,
I cruissed around all that morning, and when I was coming oub, then the
bags arrived you know, this was now a couple of hours later on after
cruising all in the back of this camp I went to see, I sort of ended
up in some guys room he had spent.....I mean these Hmcheysﬁ it you

ave seen inside them, there is a picture somewhere, it is really kind
of an outdoor toilet, in terms of what it i=s. I suppose it is like, I
don®t know, it°s like Mexico, it like the other end of the world. :

i Froow beauntiful
5, you know. And then he had
|1l sorts of pictures of all sorts of black

is yvou know, or how powerful black
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This guy had posters you know: Shirly Bassey
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_,u_\.‘.r4 {MJf i_Lru1¢1ng: beautiful Ja=zz, vyou know. That was all he
owned, this cassette player and the two car batteries and the Jazz he
listened to. He was a migrant worker. We talked to him fer a long
time. I sve sve a pict : i ‘ ' el
time. I even have a picture of him somewhere doing a number. And

sings how beautiful black is.

. I cruised around and when I came out, I saw these guy from a
}gnq wav., [ mean I was in there and they weren’t expecting to see me.
They had seen my car and they were just wondering where this guy was
you know. 5o I came out, I just, there were 10 {

and I was coming up, :
of the ¥

photoge

s of kids around,
I just skipped into the lane, into the middle
set, and I just cruised up this street, stopping, taking

aphs, you now right in his eyes, sort of thing, 1u5f sort of
ing, vou know, "This is nothing." You know, if you'a;e now trying
to n}de yvoltnreald il g There is no way you can get out of there without
pass: wnwne S50 yvyou "ve just got to breeze in there and make like
you’ ve gone oul there to take photos of the kids. And you just crulse
arognd and I just moved up the road, I just took pittureg and 1 was
cruising and I oeven cruised right up to them, and then they stopped me

and said, "What are you doing."
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And 1 ¢ "Just come to take a couple of Fhotographs." It was
;lightly illegal for me to be there. But it depends on how you handle
it. And in the end I got up to take....Il asked them....you know Ll
because now you’ve got to just bullshit your way out of this, because
you are not allowed to be there, but you've got to make out that you
are harmless sort of asshole sort of geoing out to take phmtmgraphé you
know of little kids sort of. Like yvou were just passing by and dropped
off the gardener or something, that’s what you say, “UH. I dropped off
the gardener, this morning, and the kids were there and he asked me to
take a couple of pictures of them you know. Ba ba, ba, ba, ba,.And
well, vou know....8nd he said, "Well, don’t you réaliﬁe tﬁat you’vp
got to have a permit to be here you know?" ’ .
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"Oh, a permit, vou know, really? Well I°ve been dropping off the
gafdener, for a long time. Well, how can I get a permit you see? I
said, No how can I get a permit. I mean shit, I°d like to come back, I
mean he wants me to bring the photos back now. I mean you®ve got tD-
h?ve a permit and I'm gquite a moral sort of law abiding citizen. Shit,
I'll get a permit, no sweat. Where can I come? You know?" And atter
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much older than
pecple my
and

sort of
t going there with
and their fathers

And 1
I"m net tal

ftound many people who were
mysel f. king about I was jus

own age. I was crusing people my own age
their.....It was very rng. Because I sort of had relationships
with their children. But I also sat having pow wows with them where
they couldn™t go, where they wouldn ™t let their children go. Because
obviously evervbody is now having a big long three blader pull you
know. fAnd this doesn’t go down with the religion and the culture
taking things like this.

S0 we’ t only sS85 life and

d talk and n
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they
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all the problemf of daily nsed to hav 1ly daily
discussions, ideplogical, po icaly, you know, talking about economic
things. These guys wouldn’t bout a political i 21 og It wasn™t
Marx or Lenin or Trotshky or 1551 economics,. IT was, "This much buys
a loat of bread," and vou ihww. They would talk about it in terms of

real things which were actually highly political. But they weren’t our
western cultural language as such. But the way the guys explained
themselves was far clearer because it realted to real things because

that is how the didn’t relate to abstract entities.
They gt nad this happened and that i1s how vou
explai a situation You don't say, "ldeologically
speaking, i+ I AH” all this and this and this...."
It comes down to bre =) ; s not worried about all this
bull. He is not worried about the theory of ethical sort of labor and
what not. He goes {for what he sees., He knows he goes to work all day
and such and such happens and he com back and this is what he gets
tor a day’s labor. It's in much more real terms.

It"s sort interesting because the average guy, I don’t
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incapable of remembering of where they put their
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a system, I don’t

negs th%} shot last week, and printing a decent pr
technical ability of actually producing something of qualltv. I think
being organized and cohesive without also being egotistical. You know,

fnd I think
but

L thinl 1E s
many people,

a very £litist thing, taking photographs.
they might live low and they might be starving too,
because thevy t prepared to compromise to a certain degree to
commercialize this in some way. This in actual fact the bottom
line. The bottom ling is this must pay for your bread if vou are going
to do it. It doesn™t matter, you don’t have to live like a king or
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anything. You must just be able to pay for the +tilm and paper and eat.
I can see using the mechanical means of reproduction, including
the graphic arts, to actually create awareness and education, using it

much more creatively. And trying to put it.....It would be nice to do
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That is why this new alliance, "Let South Africa Speak," those
are the assholes. Those guys are just total wankers. And they think
they are going to come in now, in 1984, the whole of South &frica’s
business, They are just going to come out in 1985, 19846 and say to the
government, "Oh, Oh, all this Apartheid, this is nasty stuff lads,
we've got to stop it." This is just bullshit., They could have done
that forty years ago. And as capitalists they would be much richer men
today because they would have had a much bigger market and they
wouldn™t be suffering this economic downturn and this international
isolation. They would have manufacturing and everything organized.

S0 I believe that whoever takes over, it doesn’t matter, they are
going to have to have econamic changes, build industries to support
all these millions of people who have just been left totally idle,
never been taught how to do anything that is associated with
industrialized economy. And thesir usual things like farming and
bricklaying....if you go in there are guys who are stonemasons, now
that is a traditional African thing. A@nd there is beautiful work,
craftsmanship, vou see, but that as been destroyed. Because the guys
must have their big holes for LTA construction or Anglo-American. And
all they do is carry a shovel. Arnd so the grandfather can no longer
teach his how to be a mason. So that society is destroyed. So what
else now. L1 the sons are migrant laborers. And they know nothing but
cartrying a shovel. And so they are becoming politicized and they are
learning those sort of things and guys have tried to become educated.
But you go to town and what do vou do, you ride a fucking scooter for
a chemish.






