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EDITORIAL

A great deal has happened since the last issue of
our journal came out. The Botha regime has tried to
impose the new conmstitution on the people in the hope
that it would effectively pull the ‘Coloured' and
Indian sectors of the black people onto the side of
the ruling class or, at least, establish a buffer
between the oppressors and the oppressed masses.

As is clear from the article on the restructuring
of the South African economy which appears in this
issue, economic developments in South Africa have led
to a realignment of class forces and alliances, and
the political concessions to the 'Coloureds' and
Indians was an inteqgral part of this process. Unfort-
unately for Botha and his new-found allies, nation-
ally and internatiomally, the people decisively
rejected this attempt to divide them., The abysmally
ipw furn out at the elections to the new fricameral
parliament was a body blow to the regime from which
it will mot easily recover.

Even before the current phase of active resistance
in the Eastern Cape, which peaked after the massacre
of 43 marchers pn the anniversary of the Sharpeville
bloodbath on 21 March twenty filve years ago, there
have besen almost incessant strugoles going on. In the
traditionally militant townships of the Vaal indust-
rial triangle, all efforts on the part of the regime
to bring the black people to thelr knees have been
broken against the massive wall of resistance. It was
this resistance which caused the deployment of over
7,000 armed troops and police who swooped on Sebokeng
last October, and it 1s clegar that this was seen by
the regime as an exercise to control not only the on-
going struggle but preparation for siruggles to come.

Underlying causes.

What are the underlying causes for the intensif-
ication of the struggle, s=specially in the Eastern
Cape? The immediate catalyst, of course, was the
shooting of 43 unarmed marchers on their way to a
funeral near Uitenhage. But this procession itself
was to attend the funerals of previous victims of
police violenca.

Although in the past few years most attention has
been facussed on Soweto, Sebokeng, Sharpuille and the
regions around the industrial complex of Johannesburg
and Pretoria, all has by no means been quiet in the
rest of the country. The Eastern Cape, in particolar,
has bheen givimng the authorities cause for concern.

Nearly five years ago the govermnment was given an
intelligence report which gave warning that condition
in the 75 black tounships in the region were so bad
that an erruption of violence, strikes and disrupt-
ions should be anticipated. According to the report,
the main causes for this were inadeguate housing and
facilities. Or George Morrison, then Deputy Minister
of Cooperation, commented : "We were somewhat per
turbed by the fact that, according to the reports

we had, conditions in some of the tounships were

appalling.”
Although plans were drawn up to desl with these

problems, it was not until last year, nearly four
yvears after they had received the report, that the
government approved the raising of more than £150
millicn for redevelopment of the townships of the
Eastern Cape. In the meantime things had gome from
bad to worse. The last two years have witrnessed a
massive increase in protests, boycotis and clashes
with the authorities in most of the townships of the
reglon. Shortly before the Sharpville day massacres,
a three-day stayaway in Port Elizabeth resulted inm
the death of fiftesn people in different townships
in the region. In Cradock, protest actions took place
against the dismissal of a school tescher who had led
protests against rent increases in the Ilingelihle
township.

But, while the Eastern Cape is currertly the focal
point of unrest, the growing protest movement is by
no means confined o this area.

Trade Unions.

Undoubtedly, trade
union movement in South Africa has given a solidg
foundation ta the confidence of the masses in their
own power. HWith their militatn resistance to azll
forms of ecomomic and political repression, they can
now count on the economic muscle of the organised
working class. The tuwo-day stayaway last November,
and the strikes in the mines gave a great stimulus
to this rising confidence.

fMlore end more workers in both urban and rural
areas are coming to realise that their economic hard-
ships are not separate from but integral to the very
nature of the apartheid regime, that every struggle
they successfully undertake, however limited it may
appear, is a blow agzinst the system and the regims.

A great deal nf the viclence In the townships is
being directed against the black collaborators : the
mayors and councillors elected on a farcical minority
vote, the black poliee and officials who try to rum
the townships on behalf of their white paymasters.
One hundred ard Fifty black councillors have resigned
since last Seotember, and others have been =liminated
iy the peaple. Houses and cars of black police have
been burmed out. Increased rents and the increased
cost of electricity and fuel have added to the hard-
ships being born by the people. Since September of
last year, the people in the Vaal townships have been
refusing to pay rent. They were threatened that their
water and electricity would be cut off. When this
threat failed to subdue the people, employers were
instructed to withold the money imwolved from their
wagqe packets. Confronted with the counter-threat of
industrial action 1f they did this, many employers
refused to comply.

the growing strength of the



The system of local government - the community
councils set up under the Black Local Authorities Act
of 1883 - which was purported by the government to be
a first step towards incorporating the 'African'
sector into the nmew constitutional set-up, has become
practically a dead letter. Members of these councils
are simply regarded as Pretoria's puppets. The people
are not willing to accept these fake bodies as an
answer to their demand for genuine participation at
all levels of government in their country.

Faced with this revolt against the increasing
economic hardships under which the black population
is compelled to live - a situation aggravated by the
growth of unemployment among blacks, which now totals
more than three million - with the South African
economy in recession, there is little the regime can
do to ameliorate the deteriorating conditions of the
masses, even if it had the will to do so.

The wave of revolt which is presently reaching its
highest point in the townships around Cradock, Uiten-
hage, Port Elizabeth and Grahamstown, but which has
been manifested in many parts of the country since
the Soweto uprising in 1976, has involved all sect-
ions of the black population and People of all ages.

With the emergence and growth of the trade union
movement, the working class is objectively in the
position to place itself at the head of this movement
But in revolutions, and developments in the direction
of revolutions, youth also plays an important role.
In this, South Africa is no exception. Soweto itself
was triggered off by the issue of compulsory i.a.
of Afrikaans in the schools. The courage and milit-
ancy of the pupils who stood up against tear gas,
police dogs and truncheons, and then guns, helicopt-
ers and armoured cars, was the catalyst whichset a
nation in motion. Following the re-emergence of the
trade unuion movement after the 1973 Durban strikes,
Soweto 1976 can be marked on the calendar of history
as the birth-date of the revival of black resistance
against the tyranny of apartheid and the capitalist
system with which it is integrally bound.

After Soweto.

The decade since the Soweto rebellion has been one
in which the youth have continued to play an active
role in keeping the fires of revolt burning. One of
the objectives of the architects of apartheid was tc
put the stamp of inferiority on the black people in
perpetuity. Their methods embraced both the use of
force and ideology. The ideological thrust was to
take the form of imposing on black youth an inferior
education ; which in the words of Verwoerd when he
introduced his Bantu Education Act in 1953, would en-
sure that "natives will be taught from childhood to
realise that education for Europeans is not for them.
-»-There is no place for them in the European comm-
unity above the level of certain forms of labour."

In their arrogance, the white ruling class took
it for granted that what the Blacks wanted was a
"place in the European Community". To this the people
have already given their answer by their rejection
of the new dispensation as manifested in the new
constitution; by the continued resistance to forced

removals, thus proclaiming their right to live as
South Africans (or Azanians), in any part of the
country where wealth has been created by ‘their labour

Youth

After Soweto, the government changed the name of the
Department of Bantu Education into the Department of
Education and Training. But the change of name
brought no fundamental change in the quality of
education imposed on black youth. The past decade has
witnessed an almost ceaseless struggle by black
students and pupils for better education facilities,
for genuinely representative Student Councils, for
an end to the age limit for black students in schools
and an end to corporal punishment. This campaign has
intensified over the past twelve months andgas youth
militancy increased,so has the support of parents and
teachers.

The crisis in black education is endemic and has
fueled a network of strikes and protest movements
throughout the academic and school world. These have
taken many forms. Protests against lack of proper
representation, refusals by university authorities
and schoolboards to discuss student and pupil griev-
ances, solidarity actions with striking workers, rent
protests and participation in the struggles in the
townships at all levels.

Of special significance is the support given by
students and pupils to the struggles of the workers.
This was particularly illustrated during the two-day
stayaway in November of last year when 153,000
students stayed away in the East Rand, 93,000 in the
Vaal Triangle and 30,000 in the Eastern Cape, support
organised by two black national student organisations
COSAS and AZASM.

What next ?

The purpose of this editorial is not simply to re-
hash a potted history of the last few years. These
events are probably well known to most of our readers
and certainly to the growing reader-ship in South
Africa, What we have tried to do is to place the
recent events in the Eastern Cape into focus, to show
that these are not isolated incidents but part of the
ongoing struggles of the people of South Africa
against the racist-capitalist regime.

We have to try to draw the significance of these
events for the future of the liberation struggle in
South Africa. This is not at all an easy task. Ue
have no magic crystal ball into which we can peer to
get a clear picture of the future. Is South Africa,
indeed, to quote Minister of law and Order Louis
le Grange, "moving into a potentially revolutionary

situation?". Was the head of the South African police
right when he said, addressing students at the

University of Pretoria that "South Africa was experi-
encing a unique type of uprising not experienced any-
uhere else in the world?". These are the questions
which the ruling class is asking.

Two necessary ingredients for revolutionary or
pre-revolutionary situation are already undoubtedly
present in South Africa. We have a ruling class
increasingly uncertain whether it can go on ruling
in the old way. Certainly the realignment of class



forces in the ruling alliarce, as spelled out in the
article on "Restructuring”,with the resultant break-
aways of some of the traditional supporters which
have up %o now underpinned the National Party regims,
has brought with it anxieties with which the ruling
class is finding it difficult to cope. The second
ingredient - a population actively determined to end
thelr oppression - is manifested in the riszing tide
of revolt since 1976 and which the regime can now
only try and contain by blood-baths. The attempt to
buy off a section of the oppressed has, as shouwn
above, miserably failed.

The third factor te turm a pre-revolutionary into
& revolutionary situation is leadership. To all

appearances, the uprisings in the fastern Cape seem

to be spontaneous but undoubtedly a variety of forces
are at work which give directive to the struggle. The
tastern Cape has a history of producing some of the
country's outstanding leaders. It is the birthplace
of MNelson Mandela (ANC), Robert Sobukwe (PAC) and
Steve Bikn, one of the founders of the Black Consci-
gusness Movement whose aspirations are today best
expressed through AZAPD. It is also not far from
Pondoland, the site of the historic rewvolt in 1960,
and was the scene of some of the earliest battles
between the Africans and the white invaders in the
18th. century. Only time will show how long the
regime will be sble to contain the rising tide of
revolt and when the struggle itself will produce a
leadership which can give it the coherence and
direction pecessary for victory.

FORWARD TO A DPEMOCRATIC

SOCIALIST AZANIA!




ALLIANCES

— A discussion paper.

Introduction.

The subject of this analysis is the issue of alli-
ances. As the terms of reference of the title remain
rather vague, it is necessary to sketch the broader
contours of the discussion. But, before proceeding
to isolate a few pertinent issues, under the rubric
of alliances, a few words of caution are needed to
clarify what this analysis is not.

The principal object is to open up the discussion
on unity and class alliances in the B80's, taken
against the backdrop of contemporary South African
socio-economic and socio-political development.

It is, then, a contribution that remains part of
an ongoing dialogue within the ranks of the oppressed
and exploited. It is, furthermore, obvious that all
the highways and byways of the concept of alliances
cannot be dealt with here; but the intention is to
isolate a way (method) of approaching this issue -
who we can work with, and why - based on the concrete
realities of South Africa.

The issues of unity and alliances—have been the
most debated questions of our time. They remain
crucial questions that any oppressed people must con-
front in their fight for liberation. Unity and alli-
ances are, by their very nature, political questions.
How we approach them is, therefore, crucial, and an
incorrect political orientation can sow the seeds for
sectarianism in both its ultra-left form or the most
reactionary and conciliatory form.

This analysis starts from the premise that the
movement of society and history is through the
process of class struggle, and the economic, polit-

ical and ideological struggle. (The role of armed

struggle, although vital, cannot be discussed here)
Therefore, unity and class alliances are political
and class guestions.

To answer the basis of unity and the alliances

that have to be forged, if lasting liberation and
genuine freedom from the shackles of oppression and
exploitation is to take place, we must understand the
conditions of aur struggle and the developing organis-
ational forms. And, although we will be analysing the
specific national conditions, they have to be under-
stood in the context of South Africa's place in the
world capitalist system - as a vital link in the

imperialist chain.

Classes in South Africa.

In South Africa, the ruling class is made up
rredominantly of a white imperialist and national
pr.rgeoisie, and has the support of the majority of
wnite wage-earners. It is through this alliance,
propped up by brutal and repressive measures, that
the entrenchment of white privelege and prosperity
has existed and been secured.

South African capitalism rests on the exploitation
of the vast majority of the population (principally
black workers) and the denial of even the most elemen-

tary bourgeois democratic rights (such as the fran-
chise) to the majority. This has become the unquest-
ionable basis on which the bourgecisie, and its ass-
orted bag of class allies, has maintained its class
rule.

Colour, linguistic, cultural and religious differ-
ences have all been employed by the rulers to separ-
ate teritorially and entrench differences so as to
ensure maximum division among South Africas dominated
classes. Thousands are forced to relinguish their
South African citizenship and are herded into Bantu-
stans. The oppressed and exploited are forced to live
in separate areas, subjected to strict control over
settlement and movement in urban areas, and subord-
inated to the unrestricted violence of the police and
Judiciary. These are the realities of the South
African way of life.

Thus all black people are denied democratic rights
in South Africa's pigmentocracy.But of all the
classes, it is the black proletariat who suffer the
full effects of racism and capitalist exploitation.
The black middle class, while suffering under racism,
do not necessarily suffer capitalist exploitation,
but their existence as a class is threatened by the
advent of monopoly capitalism. It is in this immed-
iate sense that we should understand their revolution-

ary/radical character against capitalism. Thus the
black working class and the radical elements of the
black petty bourgeoisie have common cause to remove
the injustices of racism and domination.

But the questions are :

Who is the driving force in the S.African struggle?
What is the political objective ?
What is the nature of the alliance ?

Although there are other sections of the dominated

classes, such as the reactionary collaborationist

middle class, the hand-maidens of apartheid and the
rulers, they will not take up much of our time except
to say that they should be destroyed with apartheid
and capitalism.

A peasantry is virtually non-existent, the major-
ity being either industrial or farm workers.

Economic and political tendancies since the 60's.

In the last twenty years South Africa has become
increasingly important in world politics. Its import-
ance in the imperialist chain as a dependant indust-
rialised nation cannot be disputed. Despite the pern-
icious system of apartheid, the political and ideol-
ogical feature of capitalism in South Africa, the
imperialist bourgecisie has always appreciated the
strategic significance of South Africa in the high
stakes of economic exploitation. South Africa has
remained an important regional base for imperialism,



and the main counter-revelutionary force in the sub-
cantinent.

The defeat of the national liberatory movement(s).

Since the early 1860's, after the defeat of a number
of national liberatory movements, Seouth Africa's tri-
umphant regime presided over the biggest boom ever
experienced. There was a real greowth rate of between
7 and 10%. Foreign capital poured into the country.
Between 1960 and 1970, Scuth Africa's total foreign
Teserves grew from R3,024 million to R5,8718 million.
South Africa's industrial development during this
time indicated a major shift in the pattern of econ-
omic development. Manufackuring became increasingly
important. In 1970, the value of manufacturing out-
put was 27.1% of G.D.P. while mining and agriculture
were 11,7% and 9.5% respectively. This was a develop-
ment gquite different to the trend in the rest of
Africa,

The employment tendencies in the late 1960Fs, also
reflected the booming nature of South African capital
-ism, as more skilled labour was reguired, indicating
the technological transformations being made, espec-
lally in the manufacturing sector. Out of an econ-
amically active population of 7,040,000 in 1870, man-
vfacturing and construction industries employed
1,589,000 , mining employed 675,000 , and agriculture
forestry and fishing employed 1,580,000 people.

Ouring this pericd, close cooperation between
state corporations and the private sector was also
established, for example in the chemical and explo-
sives industries, in the emergy sector (Escom), and
in the emergence of many para-statals such as Armscor,
Tscor, and Foscor.

No country in Europe, let alone Africa, ceuld com-
pete with these developments in Seuth Africa. The
tendancy then, and it continues unabated today, was
towards the increasing concentration and centralisat-
ion of capital. The fusion and interpenstration of
capital, the growth of transnetional corperations as
the major agents of imperialism, and the increased
cooperation between the state and the national bour-
geaisie and international capital were indications
that South Africa was in the monopoly stage of capit-
alism. Today South African Brewsries, Premier Milling,
Southern Sunm, and 01ld Mutual are good illustrations
of the continuation of monopoly capitalism in our
country.These tendancies are present not only in sec-
ondary industries. Large agricultrual enterprises,
owned by the agricultural bourgeoisie alsg have close
links with the state, and are subjected to labour and
economic stratenies of a capitalist character.

Thus through the earlier period, right until the
1970"s, South Africa's demoralised, defeated prolet-
ariat, together with Malawian, Mozambican, Angolan
and Botswana migrant workers, were forced to work for
mesgre wages, under appalling conditions in South
Africa’s mines, farms and factories. On the other
hend, South Africa's white working class, protected
by means of legal job reservation, and artificially
high wage structures, remained an important supporter
class for the apartheid policy.

Politically, the liheration movements were crushed

and driven underground. South Africa's oppressed and
exploited were defenceless under the domimance of an
assertive ruling class which wes now consciously
building a sophisticated military mechine, one of the
nmost powerful in Africa. Stark indicators of this mil-
itary preparedness were the defence budgets which
grew from R44 miilion in 1960 to R272 million in
1968/68. By 1970 expenditure for defence stood at
R1,350 million.

It was only in the late 1960's and early 1370's,
with the emergence of SAS0, SASM,BCP and the Black
Consciousness Movement, that a new political impetus
was given to the oppressed and exploited. Although
relatively weak, and dominated by a cultural-psychol-
ogical perspective, which lacked a class anmalysis of
the South African struggle, the BCM was nevertheless

a refreshing breeze after & pericd of relative
quiescence,
The 1971 Dvambo strike, and the 1973 Durban

strikes, which revolved mainly around working condit-

ions and low wages, signalled the start of a new era
in South Africa’s labour movement. These spontaneaus
worker actions in response to depressed living condit-

ions, indicated the mood of South Africa's indust-
rial proletariat. The world recession of the early
1970%s, the devaluation of South African currency,
increased food prices, unemployment and the drop in
the gold price - together with decisive moves by the
anti-colonial movements in Mozambique, Angola, and
Zimbabwe to intensify the armed struggle - were all
factors uhich shaped the economic and political
scenario in South Africa.

Strikes berame common and this stimulated the
growth of the unofficial black trade union movement.
In 1968 there were 13 'African' trade uniors with
16,000 members. By 1974 there were 22 "African' trade
unions with 40,000 members. Throughout this period
student and worker struggles occurred rtegularly.
Examples of student actioms which readily spring to
mind are the Turfleop student struggles, Fort Hare
student resistance, and the 1973 University of the
Western Cape walkoff. On the workers front, statis-
tics at the time (1974} revsaled that there were 300
strikes involving 75,000 werkers in an 18 month per-
ind. Most of these strikes concerned wages, and the
most strike-prone area was the iron and steel and
mettalurgical sector with 39 strikes, followed by tex-
tiles with 30, clothing with 22 and the building ind-
ustry with 18,

All these struggles converged into the mass resist-
ance of 1976 which began with Sowsto but quickly
spread throughout South Africa, Thousands of students
and workers, ordinary men and women, recelved their

political baptism o the streets of Soweto and Eldor

ado Park, lLanga and Athlone. The unity uwhich was
forged betwsen workers and students symbalised the
re-awakening of the oppressed and exploited.

This intense resistance, and political tapestry,
continued through to the 1980's. To catalogus a feu
examples : in 1980 there was the meat workers strike
and the bovocott of red meat in the Western Cape, as

well as the bus boycott; in 1981 there was the Ley-
land workers strike in the Castern Cape, and the
'Rainbow Chickens' strike; thers was the rents boy-



cott in Durban; there was the generslised rejection
of state institutions (the Coloured Representative
Council, the South African Indian Council, the Comm-
unity ar Management Committees) and of the Bantustans.

The early 1980's reflect broadly mass protest and
resistance to an intransigent state and capitalist
class. These struggles, however, were not fought only
by workers, but also included participation by the
radical petty bourgeoisie ('black' and ‘white'}. In
these struggles important pelitical ouestions uwere
posed about class alliances, political line and the
dizection of the liberatory struggle.

The ruling class response.

The ruling class wss shaken to its foundations.

Mass rejection of apartheid and capitalism, although
wgakly demonstrated, nevertheless forced the rulling
class to re-examine their strategies. Increasingly,
the ruling ciass - from academics and cabinet minist-
ers to representatives of monopoly and national cap-
ital - called for an investigation into the crises
of the 1970's. The state responded by setiing up a
number of commissions of enguiry, all designed to
gxamine different aspects of the rulers' policy and
to seek ways of adapting it fo the changes that were
occurring in South Africa. The 'onslaught' against
South Africa was characterised in the following way
by Major-General Charles LLoyd of the S5ADF :
"The onslaught against South Africa is a total one,
as is the case with South West Africa...Enemy actions
are directed against the RSA in the politieal, econ-
omic, psychalogical and security fields, It speaks
for itself that all these actions are to be orchest-
rated towards the achievement of common objectives.”

The tulers had to respond collectively, and their
response was known as the "total strategy". This is
a comprehensive economic, political, ideological and
military, urban and rural programne designed to re-
structure the internzl and sub-continental relations
betwsen the rulers and the dominated classes. The
"total strategy" is aimed at defusing the crisis sit
uation in which the rulers of South Africa find them
selves. The ‘various commissions set uvp - Wiehahn
{labour contrel), Rieckert (relocation, resettlement
of blacks), De lLange (education), Sohlebush {Soutr
Africen constitution) - were first steps in the dir-
ection of coming to grips with the crisis at hand.

It is against this background that we should under-
stand the latest ruling class initiative - the Pres-
ident's Council / Koornhof Bills. This new initiative
forms part of a well-organised plan to reacrganise the
conditions and pattern of class domination in South

Africe by incorporating sections of the dominated
classes as participants in stemming the rising tide

of working class militancy.

State of the movement.

Despite intense resistance, and the mushrooming
of popular organisations, South Africa's liberatory
mavement is still very weak., In particular, South

Rfrica's working class movement - the driving force
of the South African struggle - is still small and

has no pational pelitical character. The trade union
movement. - arguably the most important component of
the working class movement - is still very weak in
relation to its potential. After repeated meetings
we see the possibility of a Trade Union Federation
which will assist in the growth of the working class
movement  considerably., With only 108 of  Soutb
africa's workers unionised, a momentous task still
remains - to draw railway workers, mine workers, farm
workers and thousands more into the mainstream of
Sguth Africa's militant industrial 1life. While, on
the other hand, thousands still remain trapped in the
clutches of the reactionary trade unions.

To develop the form and content of this working
class movement are the responsibilities of workers
and activists today.

On the political front we have seen the resuscit-
ation of old traditional organisations, such as the
Transvaal Indian Congress, and the Natal Indian Cong-
ress. We have also seen the growth of community organ-

isations such as the Cape Areas Housing Action Comm-
ittee, the Ourban Housing Action Committee, the Com-
bined Residents Action Commitiee in the Transwvaal,
the Federation of Cape Civic Associations, and many
others, There is also the consolidation of the Black
Consciousness organisation and, lastly, still relat-
ively small, scatiered tendancies and groups espous-
ing a mare militant left proletarian line. This gives
some idea of the pelitical spectrum (The perspectives
of the differsnt tendancies will be explained later,
although very schematically). It is against this back-
ground that we must decide the way forward.

Some reflections on unity so where to now 7

To combat successfully the rulers' policy, unity
is important within the ranks of the oppressed and
exploited. Over the last period, despite the public
outcries and appeals for unity, we are somehow surr-
ounded by signs and practices of disunity and div-
ision. It is obvious that manmy sincere and committed
paople mean different things by unity.

For all serious political practitiocners, unity and
the building of unity on a mess level is a vital
ingredient and practical prereguisite for waging =
successful revelutionmary struggle. There are differ-
wnt types of unity that we bave to build, but all
must be understood in the context of the following
guerriding concerns about the nature and principal
content of our liberatory struggle.

These facts Tlow out of an objective appraisal of
the correlation of elass forces inside Sauthern
Africa, and what is historically and politically poss-

ible in our guest for freedom. These are interlinked
aspects of a single struggle. There are thus not two
or three stages, but one political task an the ag=nda

These interlinked aspects are 3

1. The struggle being waged In Sauth Africa is an
anti-capitalist, anti-imperialist struggle. It is
a struggle led by the oppressed and exploites

[

(urban and rural} workers, in alliance with &=
Ty

radical elements of the petty borgenisis. 3



a struggle for an independent proletarizn state.

2. The struggle is a mational, non-racial and enti-
racism struggle. It is a movement which embraces
all genuine class fighters and supporters of the
anti-capitalist, anti-imperialist struggle.

3. The struggle forms part of the African and global
movement  against Imperialist expansion, which
attempts to subordinate the vast majority of the
world to a life of misery, poverty, illmess and
homelessness. This internmational aspect snables
the South African proletariat to internalise the
lessons which it draws from the treasure-
house of world experience. This develops the gang
planks, through solidarity, for successful world-
wide worker struggles.

It is on this perspective that we decide all our
actions. For, without an informed theory, there can
be no purposeful action. As a great leader of the
workers movement said @ "Without = revolutionary
theory there can be np revolutionary movement.,”

There are twn tasks of unity that we should dist—
inguish. Both are important, and reither can success—
fully take place and be deepened if we do not con-
sciously work on the other. These tasks are :

I. Building unity in mass organisations by bringing
the broadest layers of the oppressed and exploited
into organisations of worker and popular democracy.
We must encourage all the oppressed to directly
participate in chartimg the course and destiny of
their organisations. These organisations range
from trade unions, residents' women youth and cul-
tural organisations, The objective in developing
these structures is to break down the divisions
and isolation, which are all effects of capitalist
exploitation and class damination, by encouraging
~through common experience and struggle - unity
af understanding, purpose and action on the day
to day issues.

I1.Build an organisation composed of the most far-
sighted sections of the working class into a co-
herent and politically effective fighting force.
Tt is this vanguard organisation which must cooro-
inate and unify the mass struggle, must lsad the
assaull on the capitalist system, so as to destroy
all its manifestations.

A correct orientation on these tasks is important.
In fact, this remains the central problem, which sub-
sumes all others, viz : how to combine effective prol-

etarian political leadership with broad mass partic-
ipation in order to achieve a radical transformation
of society. It is necessary to explain the implicat~
ion of the above formulation :

To say that the historical task of the workers'
struggle is the desturction of the capitalist/apart-
heid system, and the inmauguration of a workers' state
means that all your tactics and alliances must be gou-
-erned by this strategic perspective. Calling for a
workers' state (that is a society on the way to errad-
-icating exploitation and oppressicn) does not mean

that ome is wltra-left or ignoring the rsalities of
the South African struggle.
instead, one is recognising the histarical options
possible which are engendered not by our wishes or
designs, but by the contradictions of the capitalist/
apartheid system, and the class struggle. This en-
ables us to arm our cadres, and the oppressed in gen
gral, with a scienmtific view of the struggle and
proletarian methods of struggle. By patient and
persuasive mass work, trade unions and residents'
wamens' youth and cultural organisations are, in fact
engaged in a battle for demecracy. They are Tighting
for the recognition of organisations which are not
of the rulers' making but forged through their own
struggle sweat and blood. This is the basis of self-
reliance and political independence. Through organ-
isational struggle we build the organs of popular dem
-ocracy, uwhich are parellel structures in the womb
of the old socisty, and which extend the frontiers

of worker power. )
It is in these organisations that we create the

foundations of the rew order. It is here where the
proletariat and its allies are schooled in democratic
practices and vigilance. This is the extra-parlis
-mentary movement which challenges directly the
ruling order.

Tendancies in the movement.

flany tendancies have evolved representing different
sections of the oppressed and exploited. For reasons
of simplicity we can divide them breadly, although
we must appreciate different shades, into 3 positiens
1. The Right - Black Matiomalists

Z. Centrists - Popular Front

3. The Left - United Front

The Right
The right conceptualise the problems only in colour
terms. It is only so-called ‘race' oppression which
impedes the freedom of the domimated classes. The rem-
-oval of these wugly warts off the face of South
Africa is merely a stepping stone to bring equal part
-ners In the free epterprise system, They cannot see
beyond racial discrimination, and they range from
Black Nationalist forces to the liberals. Their main
concern is the removsl of apartheid.

Their alliance would, therefore, comprise anti-
apartheid forces, but depending on their constituency
this would vary. For esxample, Black Natiopalists
might want to exclude ‘White' participation, while
the liberals would extend the areas of cooperation.
Thus, they may differ In their working arrangements,
but their objectives are the same : the defeat of the
preletarian movement and the maintenance of bourgeois
dictatorship.

The Centrists

They see the connection between colour and class,
but they do not understamd the implications of this
connection in the light of South Africa's history.
They see twe stages to the South African struggle.
The first stage is the 'National Democratic' struggle



and embraces all class forces who reject apartheid,
while the second stage, left for undetermined time,
is the struggle for socialism.

The first stage of the struggle is to unite all
anti-apartheid forces intoc a democratic front,
and it sets limits on %the present tasks of work.
Although the workers and the workirg class struggle
are often mentioned, this remains mere rhetoric for
the mass meeting and publications.

In the first stage, unity is based on s national
democratic programme, with the objective of true
democracy {uwhatsver that may mean). The alliances
advocated do not draw a distinction between the
proletariat’s specific class interests in relation
to the general interests of the dominated classes.
In theory, they seem ta arque that the interests of
all the oppressed are the same. The Broad Democratic
Front is basically a populist movement based on a
respect for the bourgeois order and property.

This ideological and political orientation
has emphasised demands such as a National Conventiomn.
What remains unclear is how the working class - the
driving faorce of the South African struggle - is to
ensure political and organisational lsadership of the
class struggle.

This strategic perspective contains a
'Your-Nation' thesis to characterise South Africa's
oppressed people, and historically this qoes
against the grain of talking of the nation,

Given the orientation about the immediate

task - the remaval of apartheid - the elliances
here embrace sections of the ruling class in the

form of a popular front. The effects of the popular
fronts in Germany a2nd ofther European countries,
prior to the Second Imperislist World War, and also
as witmessed in Chile more recently, are well
known.

This type of politics and alliance disarms the
proletariat in struggle despite all protests to
the contrary. This is not some purist criticism,
but a concrete lessen from the intecnational working

also

class struggle. Popular Frontist tactics do ot
permit {(given the constraints of the working
arrangements) organrisational independernce  and

self-reliance for the oppressed people. And ii does
mot educate the mass movement about its historical

task. Popular Fronts are basically conciliatory
working arrangements which encourage reformist
politics in the proletarian mass movement, with an

abjective to refashion the bourgeois economic and
political edifice, and not to destray 1t. For the
nascent proletarian movement in our country, it is
a suicidail course of action.

The Left.

As explained earlier, the smallmess of the working
class movement, and the absence of independent work-
ing class traditions in Seuth Africa, are Facts. Many
small groups and tendancies, still subsumed  in
parachial activity, have made relatively small con-
tributions to the growth of that movement. However,
because many of  t4ese portray themselves as the

licensed keepers of truth and custodians of a1l know-
ledge, amd are more corcermed with their particular
interests - not considering the needs of the whole
movement - they have bred various brands of sectarian
-ism,

Some of the Left see only class and do not under-
stand the complex relationships between colour and
class in the South African iiberatory struggle. Yet
there seems to be consensus on the strategic object-
ive. This agreement has been forged in the furm of
a United Front. But the United Front has remsired a
frent composed of activists of uvrganisations with a
very small base, There is a difference between unity
of the 'leadership' and unity at mass level, But
the United Front does represent the most important
step forward that can develop the two tasks of unity,
discussed earlier :

1. mass Ievel unity
2. unity to creste a working class leadership

The United Front tendentially paves the way for
a long-term tactical alliance of mass organisations
- worker and non-worker - under the leadership of the
working class. A United Front cannot be a Front only
of workers' organisations. It has to combine all nom-
proletarian urganisations - but not ruling class ard
collaborationist organisations - a1l at different
levels under proletarian politieal, ideclogical and
organisational leadership.

Because the United Front indicates a theoretical
agreement on the strategic objectives, it permits
through democratic discussion and struggle the forg-
ing of factics to strike a death blow to the ENeMy .
To fail to unite the radical elements of the petty
bourgeoisie under the leadership of the warking class
only strengthens ths hand of the rulers. To unite the
elements of the radical petty bourgeoisie under
strong independent political organisation of the
workers strengthens the revolutionary camp. But extra
-oroimary vigilance is the watchuword.

It is only it ws rocognise the contradictions
inside South Africa, the principal as well as the
secondary contradictions, that we can successfully
wage a struggle for workers' power. A lesson of all
ma jor revolutions has been this : that change is the
result of the efforts of workimg people, and not
hand-selected or self-appointed leaders of the
working people.

The United Front is a forum of the S0's to streng-
then and contribute to the growth of a unified work—
ing class movemsnt through discipline, unity and vig-
tiv. 2. The proletarian movement suffers, ideologic-
ally as well as in practical and organisational
respects, fram fragmentation. It is importamt that
all serious wilitants pay attention to building up
this mavement from a principled yet nen-sectarian
position. But as one comrade remarked i

"o single brave act, no profound

statement is sufficient.”
It requires relentless snonomic, political and ideo-
togical strusnls.



AFTER THE AUGUST ELECTIONS

— Address to the national Forum Workshop of 22nd December 1984.

What was the purpose of the August elections?

Before we can assess our successes and failures in
regard to the New Deal elections, we need to remind
ourselves uwhy these elections were held. Stated as
simply as possible, we can say that the elections
were calculated to give legitimacy and credibility
to those Egloured and Indian collaborators who - in
the unfortunate phrase of David Curry - hao decided
to "go imside". Judged from that point of view, these
elections were a complete farce, a crush'ng defeat
for the collaborators and their masters, a brilliant
victory for the oppressed and exploited people of
Azania. B few figures illustrate the position
accurately: under 20% of those who were allowed to
vote, went to the polls. In some constituencles votes
were piven more easily in persons than in percentages!
No single party can boast of having the support of
more than about 5% of the eligible voters. Nons of
these parties, thersfore, is even remotely represent-
ative of the people they claim tao speak for.
Herdrickse's Labour Party, Rajbansi's People's Party
and all the other little parties have no legitimacy.
They do not represent sny significant number of the
appressed and exploited people.

But this was not the only purpose of these elect-
ions. If we could dispose of the matter thus easily,
we would have to conclude that the govermment of
South Africa tuok a stupid gamble. There is no doubt
that they expected a large-scale boycott of the
elections even though the extent of the boycott

shocked them and represented a politieal setback for
them. We should not forget, however, that the elect-
ions were undertaken as part of the larger plan of
ce-opting the black middle class in order ta give
medium-term stability to the South African state. In
this regard, the MNatiomel Party government has to
carry out two mutually reinforcing tasks at ane and
the same time. On the one hand, they have to convince
middle-class blacks thet it is worth their while to
"go inside™; on the other hand, they have to get
middle and working-class whites to accept the idea
of "sharing power". This government strategy has been
defined rather nicely as "trying to find the secret
of sharing power without losing control". (see
"pdapted strategies for the maintenance
of white rule". Paper no. 36 of the conference on
Economic Development and Racial Domination,
University of the Western Cape, October 1984, p.11).
The entire purpese of this strategy is to stabilise
the capitalist system of white supremacy in South
ffrica after the destabilisimg shocks of the period
1974-1880, Since we haue discussed the ruling-class
strategy so often and at such lemgth in our confer-
ences and meetings, I shall only draw your sttention

to a few aspecis which are important for our purpose.
There can be no doubt that the elections helped

to achieve the government's purpose of accustoming
the white electorate to the idea of sharing power

H. Giliomee,

with other population registration groups in the
limited sense in which they intend the phrase to be
understood. WNewspaper reports, opinion polls and

actual practice demonstrate this clearly.




For overseas consumption, especially, the National
party government wanted to give the impression that
the new constitution was borm out of a democratic
debate in which extreme left and extreme right were
given equal rights of participation as long as they
did not throw bombs or stones to meke their part-
jcular points. There can be no doubt that until the
actual elections the rulers assumed an impressive
pose of confidence. Political debate was tolerated
to a surprising degree even though always within the
suffocating grip of the threat of the reality of
censorship, detention and general police harassment.
As we all know, this mask of democratic tolerance was
dropped on the night of Monday 24 July at Bishop
Lavis, here in Cape Town, whent a phalanx of policemen
was deployed to whip and pursue Cape Actlon League
and other activists and supporters who had come to
question the Labour Party's speskers. This party,
which for so many years had tried to make everyone
believe that it was against apartheid and part and
parcel of the Liberation Movement, on that might
finally exposed itself as a tool of the ruling class
and an enemy organisation. From that evening until
28 fugust when the now notorious showdown took place
betwgen the police and Azapo/National  Forum
demonstrators and protestors, we sau a wave of
arrests and harassment which has not stopped up to
this day.

In brackets, I should perhaps mention thet all
thesa clashes between the police state and the people
were reported by most local and overseas newspapers
and aother media as being betwsen UDF supporters and
the police. In a number of ettested cases, when
demonstrators were asked uwhether they were UOF
supporters, they denied this only to read next morn-
ing ing {or to see on SATIV) themselves described as
being UDF | The media had helped to create the UDF and
were not willing to let go of their own creation.
Indeed, there are many photas and much TV footage of
non-UOF or even anti-UDF activists demonstrating with
placards about Azaniz and the Mational forum, which
bear captions or commentaries that describe them {to
their eternal embarcassment) as UDF supporters! The
wheel turned full circle two weeks ago when the UDF
became the runner up on the Pretoria Press Club's hit
parade as the second most "impactful" newsmaker of

the year!
All that this means is that in future campaigns we

bave toconsider verycarefully what attitude to adopt
towards the media. We can certainly no longer believe
in the nonsense that the press, radio angd television
report what really happens in the world. Indesd, we
must more and more begin to accept that these media
try to make that happen or appesr to happen that
suits them and their mesters who pay the salaries of
reporters, editors sub-editors, photographers, etco.
To =st out to play to the media is to put our
struggle in danger in the deepest sense of the term
because it is npot the concern of the media to pive
a true picture of the situation. Their main concern
is to earn money for their owners, to market a
commodity called ™mews™ even if they bave to
fabricate it by turning non-events into events or
wice versa.

Fthnic conscicusness and the nation

The elections were an element in the grand design of
neo-apartheid strateqy to divide and trap the black
workers by creating and reinforcing a number of
sthnic identities. This simply means that black
people are to be encouraged to act as though they
were "ethnic groups", in this case "Coloureds" and
"Indians". They were to be made ta believe that their
interests and their destinies were different. They
had to accept and follow Coloured and Indian leaders
just as the African masses in terms of the Bantustan
strategy are supposed to follow tribal chiefs as
leaders. For this reason, even the elections uwere
held on different days in spite of the inconuenience
thereof.

This was {and remains} the reason uwhy we insisted
on putting forward the slogan of ONE AZANIA ONE
NATION. This is the answer of ths black working class
to the divisive ethnic slogans of the ruling class
and of the conservative middie classes. There are
comrades towards the left who believe that this is
itself, at warst, a middle class slogan, at best an
unnecessary or a mistaken slogan. I can only repeat
what ¥ have said on pumerous occasions, viz., that
if you do not acknowledge this sleagan in theory you
do so in practice. Our critigue of ethnically
conceived organisations such as the Transvaal Indian
Congress, which at the time was said to be malicious,
has been validated beyond all doubt. There is float-
ing around in South Africa an astounding pemphlet
apparently published in England by the Catholic
Institute of Internmational Relations and called
"South Africa in the 19B0's", It is one of a generat-
ion of such documents the sole purpose of which is
to proponate the UDF and to denigrate any tendency
that disagrees with the UDF., These supposedly well-
researched documents feed on one ancther and simply
researched documents feed on one another and simply
take owver from one another the legends spun by the
fecund minds of party hacks. In this document, you
can read the following revemling statement among many

others:
"he ethnically somewhat closed 'Indian!

communities inm the Transvaal and WNatal,
strongly influenced by Islam, with a large
class of traders and a traditian of creative
thought from their intellectuals, were a
unique challenge. It was not feasible to
mabilise Muslim houssholds with the secular
language of modern socialism, nor were abtacks
on ‘'racial capitalism' easily assimilated by
traders and businessmen. With the exception
of a small group of intellectual radicals,
'Indiarms® were a relatively unpoliticised
community potentially wulnerable to government
inducements to join a tri-cameral parliament.
To respand to these rvealities s Transvaal
Indian Congress (TIC) was formed and the
carresponding body in Matal (NIC) powerfully
put forward the needs uf these communities in
UOF. For purists the formation of TIC was seen
as a lapse into "ethnic politics’ and its role
was haotly debated.”




There is no need to comment on this except to say
that it confirms in the clearest possible manner what

wg have said about the assumptions, analysis and
consequences of organisations such as TIC, NIC and
others. It destroys any claim in UDF circles that
they have ‘adopted a non-racizl approach. They cert-
ainly need to be saved from their overzealous friends
lest these latter expose more awkuward slips than this,

The Liberal response

The government's fNew Deal strategy, which embraces
at the same time the Koornhof Acts and the relocatien
of African pecple in Bantustan concentration camps,
threatenad to unleash a flood of working-class milit-
ancy and action. Since 1880, almost every significant
mass action in South Africa has carried the imprint
of the black working class. Socialist solutions to
the system of racial capitalism were common coinage
among the youth and in workers' organisations. This
development was and 1is feared by the petit
bourgecisie and by the liberal bourgepisie,

Liberals of all colours and shapes thus trisd to
ensure that the mass movement against the New Deal
would net be placed under the leadership of the work-
ing class. The instrument that they chase for this
purpose is the so-called United Democratic Front, an
alliance of organisations which is rmeither united,
ror democratic, nor, as its leadership itself insists,
a front, This is not the place to assess the UDF in
detail. That can and should be done at another place

and time, Suffice it to sav that despite the fond
illusions of some self-proclaimed leftists in the UDH

the reins of that bandwagon are firmly in the hands
of middle-cless leaders uwhose vision and practices
do not extend beyond opposition to the superficial
symptoms of apartheid. Men have been built up through
the newspapers and by other means who can now steer
the bandwagon almost in anmy direction they chaose.
Une of their destinations is a national corvention.
They are creating a climate in which pecple are made
to believe that peaceful methods of negotiation and
talking between '"real leaders" are going to solve our
problems. This is the way in which the radical
militancy of the working class is to be defused.
Needless to say, every imperialist agency and symbol-
ical individual from the Mobel Committes to Senator

tdward Kennedy and a hgst of smaller, lesser knoun
names is being inspanned to get the supposed jugger-
naut to this destination of the naticmal convention.
An orchestrated series of moves is being undertaken
in which the B5South African government is a not
umeilling participant to try to use the present
discontent and radical upsurge of the werking masses
to find an accommodation that bestows some dignity
on the black middle class,thecretical "freedoms" on
the masses but does not change the foundations of
racial ineguality and class exploitatior.

e all know how our critique from the left and our
practices in mass-based organisations together with
the consistently sceptical attitude adopted by same
of the larger trades unions forced the UDF to abandon
one opportunist position after anmother. From initial
suggestions in certain circles that the people should
"go inside"™ to use the tricameral institutioms as a
platform from which to preach so-called revolution
(ehich idea is & dead horse in the South African
context), to calling on white voters to vote NG in
the ethmic white referendum, to serious divisions
over whether or not to call for and participate in
Coloured and Ingian referdndums, up to the final
absurd suggestion about putting up "boyoott candid-
ates" to oppose the collaborationist parties : every
opportunist ploy was proposed by prominent UDF
lgaders so as to deflect the resistance to the New
Deal from the only consistently democratic non-racial
path of struggle in the circumstances, viz., a mass
boycott wmovement involving all the oppressed and
exploited people. They fziled on every attempt as
militants inside the UDF, partly out of conviction,
partly because they were put under pressure by our
critigue, oppused these moves and forced the UDF
leadership to go the way of the rest of us, like it
or not, in order to avoid suicidal splits.

But let us not deceive ourselves. The UDF, because
of the hundreds of thousands of Rands that back it,
has indeed mede an impact on the mass movement.
Because of the deliberate government policy of
harrassment. of leaders, bannimg of meetings, detent-
ions, etc., that impact apr-sars to be a radicel ore
in the short term. In fact, of course, the middle-
class leadership can at any time use the tradition
that has been created to suit its ocwn purposes. Only
the organised workers'movement can ensure that this
does not happen. Only our consistent critigque of
middle-class tactics, accompanied by active part-

icipation in mass struggles that point the way to

aglternative strategies, can prevent the present
militant mass mouement from being deflected into a

historical rcul-tde-ssc, or worse, into some unholy
compromisebetusen "Afrikaner" and "African”
natiocnalism.

bhat did the National Forum achieve?

Tell no lies, claim no easy victories. Let these

famous words be pur guide in the assessment of our-
selves. The triumphalist style of some UOF circles
has shown just how dangerous it is to erow from the
rooftops when you have done no wark om the ground.
The shamefacedabandonment of the muchb-vaunted Million



signature campaign and, morerecently, the fiasco of

a bus baoycatt in Cape Town, called by the UDF against

the explicit advice of workers' and other people's

organisations, were, among many other instances, a

crushing demonstration of this ancient wisdom.

WE who adhere to the Natiopal Forum have to face
the truth squarely if we want to ge forward. Our
accomplishments can be listed briefly because there
are not many of them even though they are of an
extremely important kind.

* (e have brought about a certain measure of unity
among a large number of organisastions of the
oppressed and exploited people. At the first
Natiomel Forum in June 1983, we managed to get a
number of diverse political tendencies to adopt
a firm boycott stand based on a careful and common
analysis of the New Deal strategy. The subseguent
practical political organisation and mabilisation
by which these organisations tried to implement
the Forum's decisions showed that it was possibls
to concert our efforts after consultations on a
democratic and egual basis.

* Together with other organisations, we demonstrated
to the entire country and to the world that the
oppressed and exploited people of Azania are
pesentially umited in spite of the divide-and-rule
policies of the ruling class. The organisations
that adhere to the position of the National Forum,
can bake much of the credit for torpedoing the
the August elections even if their efforts were
largely ignored in the media. This knowledge, I
believe, is one of our greatest strengths. Ue

ghaﬂ}d not hesitate to meke it kpown and to build
N 1L,

+*

e have created many new organisations in town and
and country. Our house-to-house and day-to-day
organisations (aluays with a bare minimum of funds)
has raised the paolitical consciousness of the
oppressed people and today thers are groups and
crganisations in the most unlikely places.

* e have helped to create a strong and sophist-

icated core of activists who have been steeled in

struggle through clashes with the machinery of

state. These young {and older) people represent

an invaluable layer from which the leadership of

the future will come as the guarantes that the

struggle shall continue.

Ahove all, we have the Manifesto of the Azanian

pecple. This statement of principles and demzands

that came out of the First National Forum is

already known among all serious activists in South

Africa. It has oiven rise to one of the most

creative debates in the public history of our

country and has forced people to look again at

older political programmes. It is a document that

sets us clearly on the road to 2 socialist Azania.

It is also a document that has to be completed in
detail and implemented in practice. The Azanian
Marifestn has provided us with a pelitical noutline
to which we have to give theoretical and practical

canptent. This, in fact, will be one of the major
tasks of the liberation movement in the next few
years.

On the debit side,
unpleasant facts.

i

we have to face a number of

* Ug have not reached the point where we can say

that the differences that keep us in separate
organisations have disappeared. Ue are not in a
position to form a national movement in spite of
our acceptance of the Azanian Manifesto. There
remain many Oiffsrences of principle, strateoy,
tactics and style. These differences often give
rise to suspicicn and rumour-mengering in spite
of the hope thet joint action will meke people
trust one another more.

% e have hardly begun to organise in the countzy-
side and in some of the cities we have only a
nominal presence. This organisational weaknass has
to be overcome if we are to be able to speak with
some semblance of representativeness.

* e have not managed to get the people's organ-
isations in the UDF and mary of the trades unions
to co-operate systematicelly with us. Even though
there are friendly relations and contacts between
us and some of these organisations they have not
ted to more than occasional joint actions. Some
of these, such as the Joint Rally held in Cape
Town in August, were undoubtedly of great signifi-
cance but they have not been followed up. le have
constantly to affirm our commitment to the meximum
unity of the oppressed and exploited under the
leadership of the working class snd should leave
mo stone unturped to give effect to this goal as
long as we do not betray our principles.

# e have not really managed to increase our
material resources significantly. In & modern
society such as ours we cannot do without organ-
isers, offices, moter cars, etc. This is an area
tn uwhich every one of the organisations that hold
the Mational Forum position has te giwve urgent
attention.

Conclusion

I believe that if we are willing to give serious
attention to all these guestions and if we use this
workshap to examine ourselves seriously, we can only
emerge strengthered. Allow me te end off this talk
by saying that in 1985 the main political task that
will face us will be to struggle against the local
authorities which are suppnsed to implement the New
Deal. Community Councils, Management Committees, town
councils, and whatever other fancy names will grace
the disgraceful collaboration of people who have sold
out, have to be destroyed. They must be shoun to be
urworkable and unrepresentative. This, together with
the oangoing task of fighting against Bantustan
authorities, against ressttlement and against the
economic polities of the government and of the bosses
which exploit the working people, will confront us
with a political challenge second to none that we
have faced before.

8 luta continua

For a socialist workers' republic of Azania

Ueakeshop puper prepuced for the MTIOVAL FORUT Summid
hold wf the Kiwmel Céinemuy Athlone, (upe Towny
ih Hecembien 1984,



CHANGING CLASS RELATIONSHIPS

— by Enver Mohamed

Recent events in South Africa canmot be fully under-
stood without looking back at the patiern that has
been unfolding over the last decade or so. The
donipant process has been 'restructuring', by which
is meant changss in the relationships between classes
and within classes, between the state and the
economy, end within the state itself. What are the
underlying forces, or 'dynamics', that have brought
about this restructuring, and what has been their net
effect?

Base

Firstly, there have been changes in sconomic
structure. Most fundamentally, monapoly capital bas
hacome dominant in all sectors of production. This
has involved the cencentration and centralisation of
sapital, and the interpenetration of 'local' and
‘roreign’, 'English’ and 'Afrikeans' capital. It has
led to a dominant capitalist interest being formed
- that of monopoly capital.

The effect of this shift on the working class has
been twofold. On the one hand, monopoly capital has
increasingly demanded a small, semi-skilled and
stable labour force, rather than a large, cheap,
migrant labour force. The process is far from
complete - in fact it has hardly even begun to touch
many sectors of the sconomy - but the gereral tend-
ency is clear. The basic cause here is the need of
South African industry to remain competitive in
international terms, and hence the need to import
increasingly sophisticeted and labour-saving tech-
nology. On the other hand, it has meant the existence
of permanent, structural unemployment for large
mumbers of workers. lWays of controlling and policing
the mass of unemployed, both urban and rural, has
become a major problem for the state.

Superstructure

Secondly, and based on these changes in economic
structure, there has been a change in the nature of
the dominant class formation, and in the relationship
between the dominant classes and the state. The
National Party took power in 1948 on the basis of a
class alliance of farmers, uwhite workers, and am
emerging and ambitiocus Afrikaner petit-bourgeoisie.
Through the use of state power this petit-bourgeoisie
has become a fully developed capitalist class, and
has over time merged uwith 'English® and 'foreign'
monopoly capitalist interests.

This has led to a reconstitution of the class base
of the Natiomal Party (M.P.). Increasimgly, the N.P.
has become a party representing primarily the
interssts of monopoly capital. This has meant in turn
that monopoly capitalist interests have
dominant at the level of state policies.

become

Struggle Responses

Thirdly, the last decade has seen the re-emergence
of organised opposition to the apartheid state from
within the ranks of the cppressed themselves.

The 1973 strike wave in Natal, teking everyone by
surprise, led to the development of =& militant
independsnt trade union movement. After 1978/9, when
the South African economy moved out of recessien and
the Wiehahn reforms were proposed, working class
militancy increased dramatically. Strikes abounded,
the number of organised workers grew encrmously, and
many new unions began to be formed. In the B0's the
first moves were made towsrds a federation of
independent unions, and organisation has continued
to make gains even in times of severe recession.

The striking features of the independent trade
union movement are its strong emphasis on democratic
structures and its location of organisation and
action at the workplace itself, rather than within
the formalised structures of a conmventional Indus-
trial relations system.

The factory has not been the only site of struggle
however. The major political event of the seventies
was in fact the 1976 students' revelt centred in
Soweto. Mot only did a new generation of militant
youth mount & major challenge to the repressive
educational system, but wider layers of the community
were drawn into strungle as well, as evidenced by the
two major stayaways in support of the students. A
similar pattern was seen in the students boycotts of
1980, Student, youth, community, womens, detainee
support and other organisations have mushroomed in
recent years. These have mostly been local in origin
and organisational scope, and have often been formed
in response to specific issues. Fierce struggles have
been fought over rising transport costs, heavy rent
increases, and oppressive educational structures.

Growing out of these localised forms of organ-
isation and struggle, a natioral politics has re-
emerged for the first time since the early sixties.
Two major strands are strongly represented: that
which aligns itselif broadly to the programme set
forth in the Freedom Charter (a tendency nationally
co-ordinated since 1983 by the UDF); and the Black
Conscioushess strand, now explicitly anti-capitalist
in orientation. Organisations such as AZAPD and CAL
are at the forefront of this initiative, loosely co-
ardinated by the Mational Forum.

While internal political resistance and mobilisat-
ion is perhaps the most notable festure of the
response of the dominated classes to the changing
conditions of the last decade, 'armed struggle' waged
by the externally based liberation moverents has
scored some spectacular successes too. After 1876
laroe nurhers of young 2zople left the country. Many



were tecruited into the ranks of Umkhonto we Sizuwe,
and the subsequent period saw a dramatic increase in
the number of sabotage attacks conducted by armed
insurgents returning to the country. Some were of
great symbolic importance, {eg. the Sesol and Koeberg
explosions), and the overall result was a growing
identification with the ANC amongst many of the
oppressed ma jority.

Class Changes

A fourth dynamic of importance has been the changing
nature of class differentiation within the dominated
classes, A small black capitalist class has begun to
emerge, and a layer of blacks has been incorporated
into existing capitalist enterprises,
managers and skilled professionals. On the cther hang,
the dominance of monopoly capital has provided the
conditions which make possible the emergence of a
relatively privileged urban working class, privileged
at the expense of the mass of the unemployed and the
'subsisterce! producers in the dumping grounds of the

mairnly as

'homelands'. A conscious strategy on the part of the
ruling classes to encourage and entrench this split
within the oppressed has not yet succeeded, but this
remains an important site of strugple.

A Tifth factor of importance has been the changed
balance of forces within the region as a whole since
18974, fMozambique, Angola and Zimbabwe's successful
struggles for independence, together with the
increased level of activity by SWAPO in Namibia, have
influenced and encouraged the ogrowth of oppasition
within South Africa, and made it easier {pre-Nkomati
at any rate) for the ANC to launch guerilla incurs-
ions into the the country.

Lastly, the influsnce of the major imperialist
powers must be given dus weight. Thase aim to secure
the whole region for the operations of the multi-
nationals and to ensure the llest's access to both the
strategic minerals produced in South Africa and to
the oil tanker route around the Cape. Their interest
is therefore im stability; which results in a certain
pressure to 'mpdernise' (ie. to make stabilising
changes) at the same time as support continues to be
given to the dominant classes.

Constants

If these have been the underlying forces bringing
about a restructuring of the political economy of
Sputh Africa, it is important to keep in mind the
cansfants in the situation. These provide the frame-
work within which the changes have taken place - =
framework which may ultimately itself be exploded if
the tensions brought about by the restructuring
process prove to be not containable by the ruling
interests.
The constants are:

{a) At root and base the South African economy is a
system of racial capitalism, ie. is based on tre
exploitation of =& largely
defired in racial terms.

{b) South Africa is =till
exports of mineral and

leticur force still

crucialiy dJdependent  om

agricultural prade t=,

which earn the foreign exchange needed to
purchase goods for the industrial sector, It is
therefore a depesndent capitalist economy.

(c) The South African economy is integrated imto the
world capitalist ecormomy, which has been in
crisis since the sarly seventies. South Africa,
despite its reserves of gold, cannat escape the
effects of that crisis.

{d} The South African state is a powerful instrument
af domination, and bas been in the hands of the
National Party for nearly forty years. It is
accorded an enormous amount of legitimacy by the
white population and by a small but significant
grouf within the black population. It has at its
disposal a large and efficient military machine,
a police force well versed in the ways and means
of brutsl repression, and an all-encompassing net
of security laws.

Reform and Repression

Thus far what has been identifisd are structures and
{within a framswork somewhat
less amenable to change}, at the roots of South
Africen society, at its base. How do these ‘deep
structures' relate to the more easily perceived
events at the surface of political 1ife? Do they help
us tog understand the present conjucture, the present
noment 7.

Firstly, the concept of restructuring helps us ta
understand the two major ruling class projects of the
last decade - 'total Strateqy’, formulated inm the
late seventies, and more recently, the 'Reform Deal'.
Total Strategy has been defined as "the comprehensive
plan to utilise all the means available to a state
sccording  te an  integrated pattern in order to
achieve the national aims within the framewnrk of the
specific pelicies". {Defence White Paper, 18977).
While at one level it can be understood as signalling
the growing power and influence of the military
within the state, Ffundamentally Tetal Strategy
reflects the response of the ruling classes to the
restructuring process, a response which can be summed
up as : control. While recognising the imevitability
of change, the strategy attempts to retain control
over the process, to 'manage' the tramsition te the
mew situation, to maintain the base relations of
political and economic domination while allowing them
to take new forms.

Externmally, Total Strestegy has achieved some major
successes - Nkomati  being the major example.
Internally, the new constitution dispensation has
seemingly falled as an attempt to widen the state's
base of comsent and legitimacy. Bringing elements of
the black wmiddle class into the formal pouer
structure, without in any way threatening the inter-
ests of whites, has not brought any major divisions
within the ranks of the black majority, and has not
succeeded in heading off the demand for full politic-
al participation. If anything, the strategy has
rebounded on the state by uniting the forces of
opposition and giving them an opportunity to openly
campaign against the state. This inm turn has forced
the state to take retaliatory action, thereby expos-
ing the 'Mew Desl's' basic fraudulercy.

pracesses of change,



Reform and repression : a contradictory package,
but 2 coherent strategy all the same, and openly
backed as such by the Reagan administration. At the
same time, however, restructuring has opered a space
for intermal political opposition, a space which has
been seized upon and widened by activists of all
persuasions,

This, then, is the second major effect of the

restructuring process - the resurgence aof open polit-
ical organisation and mobillsation within South

Africa itself. fAnd more than a simple resurgence, for
the traditinonal modes of organisation, the well-known
programpes and charters, have themselves been
challenged by a rising new star within the forces of
opposition.

Class Independence

The novel feature of the independent trade union
movement is not only its size {now approaching half

a million organised workers, larger than sver before
in the South African context}, but its independence.
Independent of the state; of the established, con-
servative trade union structures; and, most sign—
ificantly, independent in large measure of the two
dominant tendencies within the tradition of black
opposition. While the decision of the largest and
best organised unions to stay out of the UDF at once
symbolised this independence and proclaimed it to the
world, the massive stayaway in the Transvaal of

flovember 1984 clearly showed that this independence
is not maintained in the name of seme brand of

apolitical, reformist-cum-economistic trade unionism.

This is mot to deny the existence of tensions,
disagreements and differing organisational priorities
amongst this group of unions. These exist, and no
doubt help to account for the long delay in getting
the new Tederation off the ground, It is also not to
deny the existence of other unions (notably, perhaps,
SAAUU) which make no secret of their affiliation to
the Charterist tradition, or of those which place
themselves firmly in the Black Consciousness camp.

But the signal fact is that 2 major new farce has
entered the political arena in South Africa - a force
representing wvhat has recently been characterized as
an 'indeperdent worker' positien. With its emphasis
on democratic structures, on strong shopfloor organ-
isation, on building up the organisatinal capacity
of the working class itself and on fightimg {and
winning, often) battles that materially improve the
lot of their members, this brand of trade unionism
has significantly aliered the balance of forces with-
in the South African political economy. This is
reflected in the fact that any group on the left now
has to proclaim the principle of 'working class lead-
ership' to have aven the minimum of credibility,
while big business is forced to solemnly declare that
'free and independent trade unions' are an essential
part af any meaningful packaoe of reforms.

The contention here is that this inmowvation cannot
be understood primzrily as the work of a few act-
ivists of a particular ideclogical persuasion. Start-
ing with the '73 strikes and continuing threugh to
the present, the essential process to grasp is the
self-organisation of the South African working class.

0f course, the organisers and activists are, and will
continue to be, extremely important. But the extxa-
ordinary growth of the unions, often stretching them
way beyond their own rescurces, can only be under-
stood as an elemental social process, as the seif-
activity of a class beginning to become conscious of
itself as a class,

Proletarianisation

Why is this happening 7 The main thrust of this
article is to empbasise that this process has its
roots in  the deep-going restructuring of South
Africen society over the last decade, and in part-
icular, changes in the relationships between the
major social classes and changes within those classess

{1} The urban working class started to become much
mare skilled, more indispensable to  monopoly
capital, and more central to the continued
economic growth of the whole society.

{?) At the samg time, some blacks began to enter the
middle and ruling class, and some forms of 'petty
apartheid' began to be abolished. As the problem
of a serious shortage of skilled lsbour raised
its head, so the first steps towards ‘'deracial-
isation' of the economy were taken. The logic of
capitalism meant that labour began to overflow
the boundaries of its racial categorisation.

(3) The other side of the coin was growing structural
unemployment, and even further declines in the
ability of the rural areas to sustain an out-of-
work population. Survival for many families has
increasingly meant relying on the link with the
factory job, rather than the link with the malze
fields of ‘home'.

Conscioushness is determimed by material existence,

and material existence for the majority of South

Africans has become more and more proletarisn:
geographically, economically, culturally - and now

in embryonic form, politically as well.
Unions, Class and Party

There is no space here tg explore the articulation
of this growing proletarian eenscicusness with the
awareness of racial, 'Natianal' oppression. iwhat is
important te recognise is that thls emerging class
consciousness is deeply rooted in the way South
African society is organised, at its material base,
and the independent trade union movement is an
expression of this fact. It may begin to be necessary
to lmok beyond some of Lenin's formulation ("trade
utionism means the idealegical enslavement of the
workers by the bourgsoisie", and socialist
conscicusness is  something  ipfrpduced  into  the
proletarian class struggle from without"). It might
even be opportume to return to Marx: "AlL political
parties whatever, without exception only arouse the
anthusiasm of the mass of workers for & period,
momentarily, while the unions win mass support
permanently. Only the unions are capable of forming
a real workers party and setting up a barrier to the
power of capital."”



AFTER KENNEDY

— by Dambisa

L

Introduction

This article was prompted by the reactionz to the
recent tour of South Africa by US Senator Edward
Kernedy. As 1s well known by now, one of the things
that this visit ironically dramatised was the dis~
unity among the orgenisations representing the op-
pressed. The disunity reflects an on-going debate on
the nature of alliances the oppressed people’s organ-
isations must forge in the course aof the atruggle.

To what extent can the oppressed people of South
Africa go on building and maintaining alliances with
sections of imperialism and capitalist classes which
say they are opposed to apartheid? Tutu, Boesak, the
United Democratic Fromt (UDF) and the African Mation-
al Congress (ANC) are saying that all anmd suadry,
provided they condemn apartheid, are frisnds of the
mational liberation struggle.

On the other hand, the National Forum affiliates
such as the Arzanien People’s Urganisation {AZAPN) and
the Cape Actlon League (CAL) recard Kemredy as an
imperialist. These orgarisations sge in Kennzdy a foe
of their allies, for example, blacks in the United
States or the Palestinians, and a friend of their
enemies, for example, Istael.

Bs an activist, I do not pretend a scholar's
ability to anelyse these differing positieons and what
subsequently resulted in the responses to Kennedy's
visit. A1l I am trying to do is to provoke more dis-
cussion on these divergent wiews. I must also add
that my own position is support for Black Conscious-
ness and AZAP0 and, hence, suppart for the demonstra-
tions against Kennedy. Monetheless, I do hope that
gut of uhat I have to say there will emanate a wider
and instructive discussionm with people who supparted

the Kennedy visit.

To add a little more to the two basic responses
to Kenmnedy's visit. Both sides, at least at face
value, semed to have good points., The pro-Kennedy
position held that Kennedy, because of heing oub-
spoken against apartheid, was therefore an ally. AL
a more sophisticated level he was even portraved as
a tactical ally. If taken around South Africa and
shown all the horrors of apartheid, he would return
to America to strengthen the anti-apartbeid now
puilding up there. It was also a position not sup-
parted by everyone in UDF. For example, UDF president
Oscar lMpetha dissociated himself from the visit and

refused to share a platform with Kennedy.
The ather view differed sharply. This view saw in

Kernedy a 1988 US presidential agpirant who was
launching his campaign three years ahead of time by
taking advantage of the rise of anti-apartheid senti-
ment in the US. Having recently reasserted a strong
anti-capitalist and anti-imperialist position in the
adoption of the Azanian Manifesta, this view saw no
wonsistency in Kennedy as an imperialist and as an
apponent of apartheid. FMoreover, as @& member of a
ruling class in @ racist society, Kennedy has no need
%2 acguaint himself with the horrors of racial op-
aresion ang exploitation.

Since these views were not just views in the wil-
cerness but represented definite formations among the
gopresed, it is importanmt that these views should b=
examined and be seer to - what they imply for our
struggle. These are indeed political positions which
bear crucially on the aim of our struggle and how we
condurt the struggle - in particular uwho te look at
as an impiucable enemy or a tactical ally.



Kennedy and Imperialism

To mention Kennedy's connection with his Family, his
late brothers, one of whom rose and the other aspired
to the Presidency of the U3, is not to visit Kennedy
with the sins of his forbears and his class. He him-
self proudly upholds the connection which bas come
to be known as “the Kennedy legend”. He supported the
administration of his late brother who, as President
of the U3, bears a heavy responsibility for US im-
perialism's strategy of counter-insurgency in every
country of the world where popular liberation mowve-
ments are on the threshold of winning power. In US
politics he has earned himself the reputation of be-
ing a Liberal: he supports Mwelfare state" programmes
such as Medicaid and Foodstamps, and is even heard
speaking up against some aspects of US foreign pelicy
and Reagan's "econstructive engagement" policy with
the apartheid regime in South Africa. But he has not
once distanced himself from the global interests of
imperialism. He may disagree on matters of detail or
tactic but never on the primary objective of im-
perialism to politically dominate and economically
exploit the penples of the world.

FEdward Kennedy is thus not an insignificant member
of the American ruling class, the leading ruling
class by virtus of its lecabion in the world's number
one imperialist state. He has no hope of sver winning
the US presidential eslection unless he pledges him-
self to work in the interests of the US and its peo-
ple which, without euphemism, mearns the interests of
imperialism. To understand Kennedy is to understand
that he cannot sell the interests of imperialism for
thz sake of our national liberation.

Kennedy and opur struggle

That Kennedy abhors apartheid does not mean that he
has broken ranks with imperialism. Ronald Reagan and
Margaret Thatcher also say they abhor apartheid. In-
deed, all three would argue that apartheid is incom-
patible with capitalism.

Not zall people who abhor apartheid mearn the same
thing as some of us who actively struggle against
apartheid. For a start, we believe that apartheid is
born of capitalism. So our struggle against apartheid
is a struggle against capitalism. People 1like
Kermnedy, in contrast, ses our strugple as simply a
struggle for civil rights. In fact, Kemnedy brings
to our struggle the experience of the white American
ruling class which, over long pericds of time, has
been largely sueccessful in diverting the socio-
economic condition of blacks in the US into a civil
rights problem. As a result, the black middle class
in the U5 has in the last 20 years made material pro-
gress. Bub the majority of blacks in the US continue
to remain poor. "Far from being at the starting line,
most blacks are not even in the stadium” as one com-
mentator recently remarked.

Kennedy therefore has in mind an agenda for our
struggle which is at odds with the way some of us see
struggle against apesrtheid and capitalism as one and
the same struggle. Kennedy's agenda holds out no pro-
mise of social change for the overwhelming majority
of the oppressed people of our land. What it does
promise, like the civil rights solutions in the US,
is a race relations Industry with upward mobility for
the black petty-bourgeois. Driven by personal ambi-
tion rather than a commitment to real sccial change,
large sections of the black petty-bourgeeis in South
Africa have welcomed with open acms the intervention
of Kennedy in our struggle. The City Press columnist
Percy Uoboza expressed the black middle-class faith
when he wrote that "our future may hinge on uhat
Kennedy tells the US,™

Mot every opponent of apartheid is an ally

In the gereral movement for national liberation there
have evolved different ideas and positions as to what
our struggle is all about. These different views have
given rise to a diversity of liberation organisations
each with a substantial following among the people.
Ay organisation claiming to be democratic and striv-
ing for hegemony in the Gramscian sense of leading
in a demgcratic way all the oppressed people in our
country must come to terms with the plurality of
liberation organisations outside of itself and engage
with them in a way uwhich contributes to united
struggles and unity. Whilst recognising this diver-
sity in a constructive way, we should at all Limes
guard against tendencies that may prove treacherous
ty our struggle. One such tendency iIs the one which
hzlieves that our future depends on behaving our-
selves "w2ll" in front of Senator Fdward Kemnedy.
Ancther tendency which we must continuogsiy guara
against is the one which stubbornly refuses to ae-
cors a lzading role to the black working class. By
universal consent the black working class is seen as
the backbone of owr struggle. But to simply receog-
nise the significance of the working class without
conceding the need for an independent political or-
nanisation of their own, through which to express
their leadership of the struggle, is tantamount to
using the working rclass only as camnon-fodder in the

struggle. As long as there is not a working class



political organisation to assume the leading role Vor
su long will our struggle continue te be led by
patty-bourgeolis elements who seek to solve our pro-
blems in consultation with Kenredy.

It was Bantu Biko wha taught us that "the mistake
blacks have made is to regard every opponent of
apartheid as an ally." In asking what Kennedy re-
presents, 50 as to decide whether he is an ally or
not, it is not enough to krow that he openly abhors
apartheid, fAs a member of the US ruling class he is
cbvicusly rot enamoured with a working class which
can act in defence of its interests and strive to
bring about a radical social change because this
could spell an end to profits reaped by US imperial-
ism. But even if we excused Kennmedy for his fnability
to become anti-vapitalist and anti-imperialist, we
would still find it difficult to regard him as our
ally. Because if Kennedy was indeed an ally he shoulc
also naturally be an ally of all oppressed people
throughout the world. He should have been an aly of
hiacks in the US ghettoes. He should have been an
ally of the Palestinians. He should have been an ally
af the Irish struggle.

Accusations against AZAPD

The columnist Percy (oboza not only pinned his faith

on Kennedy. Me went on to attack AZAPO for demons-
trating against the Kennedy visit: "The deep sense
of hurt, as judged by the letters newspapers have
peen recelving on AZAPO's protests against Kennedy
- and therefore, by implication, Tutu - should make
8Z8P0's leadership take stock of its priorities."

In the same edition of City Press which carried
Qoboza's attack on AZAPO, the ANC was invoked to show
haw Mmisquided" the demonstrations uere against
Kennedy. The reporter Howard Barrel (also authored
a laong apology for the BNC im Vtork in Pregress No.
35) quoted an ANC spokesperson as saying "MNobody who
is seriously working for a dempocratic South Africa
could possibly be against the visit to South Africa
of a man (sic) like Kemnedy «..... One wonders 1f the
reason for these demonstrations is that for some ele-
ments in AZAPO, this is the only way left for themw
to tty to make themselves relevant.! He went on Fur-
thers "A worrying aspect is that one sees these peo-
ple forming a strange alliance with the Government.
with Chief Buthelezi and the PFP."

Bishop Tutu alsc equated AZAPD to the apartheld
government of South Africa. In closing the public
meeting at Regina Mundi Cathedral where demonstrators
prevented Kennedy from making an address, he said "I
have very sadly to conclude that inm my own comwunity
we cannat receive a visitor because the system is
afraid." It was AZAPU, nobt the system, as was plain
to everybody, that was making it impossible faor
Kennedy to odeliver his address. The system itself,
though finding him an irritant, had allowed Kennedy
to come to South Africa, waived the Group Areas Act
sg he could spend the night with Tutu in Soweto and
orovided him with police protection. Tutu also said
that in his travels abroad (facilitated by the system
granting him a passport} he had met with the leaders
of the PAC and ANC: "I assure vou that both s2ts of

leaders are fully in suppert of what is heing done
ny some of us in the struggle.”

T du not wish to argue that the interests of the
~apitalist proprietors of (City Press (and the rest
5f the uhite-cured "opposition" press in  South
.frica) are the same as those of the ANC. To do so
«puld be to exchange ong smear for another with the
VIt spokesperson Howard Barrel alleges to have inter-
viewed, Hopefully, there is no dispute that Kennedy
and City Press, in the short run in any case, share
identical interests. That is why City Press was such
an ardent supporter of the visit by Kennedy. And so
to discredit the demanstrators against the Kennedy
visit, City Pres invests the ANC with authority and
then quotes an  ANC  spokesperson supporting its
nosition on Kennedy.

Tutu also uses exiled liberation organisations in
the same manner as City Press. He says that the lea-
ders of the ANC and PAC in exile support what he is
doing., This tactic is one that was first used by
Chief Gatsha Buthelezi who used to say, with much
justification, that everything he was doing was with
the blassing of the organisations in exile, in parti-
cular the more prestigious ANC. IfF there are any
"gorrying aspects”, to use the phrase of the ANC
spokesperson guoted in City Press, then thess are the
"strange alliances" which the ANC has from to time,
tacitly or otherwise, entered intoc with Gatsha
futhelezi or Tutu and Kennedy.

It is a plain fact commonly knoun that Black Con-
scipusress and its leading exponent, BZAPO, have
never campromised in opposition to Gatsha Buthelezi
and all those who in one way or another collaborate
with the apartheid regime. The rejection of Kennedy
is in pursuance of this policy of having no truck
with collaborators. Up to 1980, AZAPO stood alone in
militant oppositien to Buthelezi. Only the students'
upheavals of 1880, which Buthelezi opposed, forced
the ANC to break open ties with Buthelezl. It is
errant nonsense, therefore, for the ANC spokesperson
tn talk of an alliance between AZAPD and Buthelezi.
This spokesperson further displays an ignorance of

the class solidarity betwsen Kennedy and the PFP as
the party, led by Helen Suzman and patronised by
Oppenheimer and bij business in South Africa, re-
presenting imperialist interests. What is more, AZAPD
has consistently rejected any collaboration with the
PFP whereas graanisatiens Llike UDF approved by the
ANC, have kept their doors open to the PFP. The
student bady MJSAS whose membership is largely pro-
PFP iz in fact affiliated to UDF.

Conclusion

The Kennedy uisit te South Africe was a dramatic
reminder of the oiffering perceptions individuals,
qroups and organisations among the oppressed have of
the ratiomal liberation struggle. 1 find nothing
alarming with this as it is a reflection of the
different ways uwe experience rtacial oppression and
degradation within the same socizty. What is import-
ant for us, as I pointed nut ec-lier, 1is to learn to
respectfully Tecognise oun differznces and construct-
ively explore all aver.zs to united strugales.



STRUGGLES IN EDUCATION

— An address delivered on 16 December 1984 to the Annual Conference of
Education Co-ordinating Council of South Africa.

The dramatic and often heartbreaking struggles whach
fave shaken the Pantu Education structures from top
to bottom during 1984 demand a careful examination
of the position in the educational arena today. If
we are not to get trapped in the vicious circle of
indefinite school boycotts - police repression -
shutdown - drop out and, perhaps, - exile, we neesd
to inform ourselves in as precise a manner  a&s
possible about the objective constraints on mass
action in education. Ue need to look with great vare
at the possibilities for short-and long-term action
by students, teachers and parents.

DE 1ANGE AND THE WHITE PAPER

1t is necessary, first of all, to stale as biuntly
a5 possible that the appointment of the De Langs
Commission was a defensive response on the part of
the govermment to the traumatic events of 1876-81.
It was sppointed to defuse the dangerous situation
that had developed in the schools. Some such
commission would undoubtedly have been appointed
somewhat later as part of the series of similar
commissions (Wiehahn, Riekert, Steyn), the main
purpose of which was to "modernmise racial domination®
by, inter alia, co-opting the black middle class and
controlling the 'eadershio of the black working class.

The National Farty yovernment was compelled to
appoint the De Lange Commission lang pefore it had
wanted te do sa, because the 1980 schools boycott
threatened to dewelnn alnnn lines that would have led
to even more catastrophic economic and socio-pplitic-
al consequerwes Lwan in 1976, In particular, the
initiazl involvement of mainly students classified
coloured - the children of the very group that was
about to be wooed with so-called political rights in
the fraudulent tricameral dispensation -
warning signal to the tacticians of the National
Party.

This point is being made simply to stress that,
viswed in the context of government's total strategy,
there is absolutely no reason for surprise and least
of &all for disappointmeni because the Whitz Paper
appeared to  negate the supposed  concessions
recommended by De lLange. It is indeed one of the
misconceptions of what ome can only call Liberal
analysis to make a spurious distinction betueen the
Report and the White Paper.
mueh  a part  of

was

The Commisslon was as
government strategy as the views

gnunciated in the White Paper. It was part and parcel
of a crisis menagement manosuvre that fitted sguarely
into the global strategy of the National Party.
What, in brief, is this strategy?. At the
inevitable risk of oversimplification,the long-term
strategy of the present regime can be characterised
as follows. Because of changes that have occured
through economic and social development (from export-
oriented extractive primary industry to domestically
and export-oriented secondary industries, rapidly
increasing urbasnisation of the entire population with
the conseguent growth of the domestic market for
marnufactured commodities, the expansion of the
tertiary sector, bottlenecks in the supply of skilled
labour, etc.) and through the decisive political
develgpments in Afriga and in the World, the South
African ruling class has found it necessary to fimove
away from discrimination based purely on race. One
of the consequences of this realisation was { and
remains ) the Bantustan fragmentation of the black
people into eicht so-celled nations and two or three
more incipient "nations". The labrynthime intricasies
and amazing ramifications of the theory and practice

of Bantustan nationality bave been analysed and
commented upan in countless works., By and large,

towsver, the Bantustans zre deemed
adequately, for the present, the economic, political
and social aspirations of African people in the rural
They are, in theory, suppased  to
constitute an adeguate framework for the accommodat-
ion of the aspirations of sc-called urban blacks but,
in practice, the regime is preparing to deal with
this question along limes that are formally different
from the Bantustan path.

to accommodate

areas. also

Arnother way of seeing the strateqy by way of a
first approximation is to accept that the economic
and social develapments which have generated new
classes and new objectively possible alliarces,
necessitate a broadening of the base of the state.
On the narrow base of the white capitalist rclass
{underpinred by foreign capitsl) end the white middle
class supported by the white working class, the South
African state could not survive the explosive changes
that started in the 1980's and continued into the
70's and 80's. To have continued to exclude the black
middle class and the aspiring black bourgenisie from
the corridors of power would have rendered the entire
system endemically unstable.

The fact, incidentally, that the Afrikaner Nation-
al Party has been willing and able - within marrow



to alter course from the rheteoric and
practices of Verwserdian apartheid to the rheteric
of Brazilianisation, liberalisation and "reform"
should serve as a warning to the simple-minded
us that, however crude some of the exponents of the
strategy may be, we are faced with a cunning,
positivistically informed but rtuthless indigenous
privileged caste of politicians and strategists that
has a very good idea of what it is about. First the
Bantustan middle classes and now the urban {African,
Coloured and Asian) middle classes are to be co-opted
or, at least, neutralised, given a semblance of power
until their vested interests in maintaining one or

limits -

other liberalising variant of the status guo trans-
forms them into implicitly trustworthy allies of the
ruling class, at which point more end more real power
could devolve on them. One of the infallible
criteria for the degree of their trustworthiness is
undoubtedly the extent to uwhich they will ge to
exercise the repressive powers of the spartheid state
against their "black brothers" and "black sisters'.
9y this rule of thumb, people such as the 5ebes,
flatanzimas and Mphephus are indeed Far gone. Clearly
in lirme with this analysis, the Lsbour Party, the
Reform Party and the others have - in their own words
“gone inside".

Their task, at ifts bluntest, is to control the
black working class in the interests af the ruling
class. FEvery ideological fabrication, every economic
carrot and every political illusion is to be deployed
in the process of debilitating the black workers, who
hold the key to the coumtry's future in their hands.
The black middle classes are to be taken on board
without the process rocking the boat by setting off
or encouraging radical revolution on the part of the
black workers or counter revolution on the part of
the white workers and the more backward sections of
the white middle classes.

It is this delicate balarcing asct that explains
-in the short-term - the apparent zig-zags and
vacillation of govermment policy in all spheres. As
long as the regime has to take cogniscance of the
voting power of the white electorate and as leng as
it cannot be sure of the "loyalty" of the black
middle class it is not going to abolish any of the
pillars of racial discrimination. For as long as this
is the case, we are doomed to repeat the sickening
dialectic of reform and repression, Until, of course,
the black working class in its organisations finds
the answer to our strategic dilemmas and dauelops the
power to negate the apparent impregnability of the
rulers of South Africa. We ars, if all things remain
equal for the rulers, to see a gradual process of
"reform™ during which the whites are to be educated
ta tolerate ithe theoretical eguality of all blacks
and the occasional corporeal presence of black middle
class peogple in business, at hotels, theatres,
cinemas, private schools, etc. They are to become
accustomed to z thin layer of relatively prosperous
black people moving sround furtively among them while
the vast majority of the urban and rural poor remain
ghettoised and confined to resettlement (concent-
ration) camps providing the labour as well as the
reserves of lapbour that make the wages system

black middle class.

function for the profit of the capitalist class.
While a small number of klack peaple are to be
given a little more of the cake, the capitalist
system of social ineguality is to continue to be
reproduced as a system of racial ineguality because
the wealth of the country {land, mines, machines,
shops, Ffactories ete.) remein concentrated in the
hands of white capitalists. Fiscal and other budget-
arv measures to transfer some of fhis wealth to
pecple classified black will never (and are not
intended to} penetrate beyond the thin line of the

%

OF THE COVFRNMENT SIRATHGY IN THE

DMPLICATIONS

FDUCATIONAL ARENA

These propositions have very clear implications in
the esducational arena. For pegple in the urban areas
we can expect slow but definite improvements in the
material conditions under which schooling is carried
out. There are not going to be any once-and-far-all
dramatic solutions if the govermment has its way. In
the words of Jennifer Shindler, the governments
proposed new policy for financing education is the
following :

" _ a subsidy formula is being designed in terms
of which the government's financial respons-
ibility towards each racially-based education
department will be determined;

- the eduration departments for each race group
will be authorised to supplement their asvail-
able firmancial resources by means of levies;
and

- the possibility of financial contributions by
parents is being investigated {with the
proviso that the educatioral opportunities of

¢hildren of needy parents should not be
impaired).”
*1, Shindler. “Geparate but equal @ some

—gmmert~ o De . ange ard the White Paper.”
SALRR Topical Brieting 31/8¢84. p.6)



Needless to say, this is simply a disguise for
continuing white privilege in education while allouw-
ing some physical improvements in the sducation of
black children.

Ore misconception that we should clear up forth-
with is that we are not to get a single ministry of
education. It is ircredible that so many people are
simply repeating this facile and superficial notion
of a single ministry of education as a pamacea for
all the ills of apartheid schooling. The simple fact
is that as long as we have a single govermment in
South Africa, we have a single ministry of education
no matter how this may be disguised through bureau-
cratic fragmentation. I, for one, do not believe that
there is more than one governmment in what was
previously called the Union of South Africa. All the
so-called Departments of Education {15 at the last
count) on our nationzl territory are mere sub-
departments carrying out a single, earefully-
orchestrated policy of racial diserimination in
education. By merely bringing all these sub-depart-
ments formally under one minister we shall change
very little.

The problem 1s not one of  administrative
structures. The problem, as we know too well, is one
of ruling-class policy. We have to change the policy,
not simply the administrative structures. Of course,
in a symbolic and ideological sense, it would
constitute a gain if we were to revert to the pre-
Verwocerdian days of ome Ministry of Education for all.
But, as those very days demonstrate all to clearly,
education for whites and blacks would still he
completely different and unmegual precisely because
racial discrimination and class exploitation
constitute the basis of Soubth African educational
policy. To believe otherwise, or to try to make

othars believe otherwise, is to deceive oneself and
to disarm oneself tactically.

We can expect government to make available more
funds in order to improve "education for employment".
That is ta say, immediate steps will be taken by both
the government and the "private sector" {local and
foreign busiresses) to improve the quality of train-
ing {not of education in any serious sense of the
term) sc as to eliminate eventually the skilled
labour bottlenecks.

“According to Mr. Demnis Etheredge, former
chairman of the gold and uranium division of the
Angla American Corporation, the private sector

is obliged teo be, and is, interested in
contributing towards education reforms and
improvement, because a more equitable system

will eontribute towards industrial peace and
will help in the provision of the skilled man-
power which South Africa needs."
(3. Shindler, MSeparate but equal : some
somments on De Lange and the thite Paper”.
SAIRR Topical Briefing 31/8/84, p.B)
Frantic but largely superficial attempts are already
being undertaken to improve the gualifications and
training of black teachers. Inadequately trained
teachers are, clearly, one of the main sources of the
inferinrity of the schooling of black children. e
can expect much more money to be spent on the tech-
nical and scientific training of black children since
such training, as we have noted, will comtribute
directly to countering the skilled labour shortages.
But all these initiatives will be undertaken main-
ly in the urban areas in the short term. It is tg be
expected that the rural areas in general and the
Bantustans in particular will continue to be over-
looked or disadvantaged as far as the financing of
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education is concerred. This, as ought to be clear,
fits in with the present global policies of the
government. We should alsc expect that government
piucational policy will tend to stress in the content
of all subjects taught at schools the superiocrity of

caonfederal and perbaps federal systems of govarmment,
as well as ethnic pluralist approaches to social and
cultural studies. Crude racist and overtly apartheid
approaches will tend to disappear, at least from
prescribed textbooks but ethnic consciousness and a
multiplicity of ethnic identitiess will be encouraged
to flourish.

RESISTANCE, : QUALS AND MODALITY

flost progress in educatlion (as in other spheres of
South African society)
class struggle and resistance to ruling-class policy

and practices. It is only by putting the powers-that-

be under constant pressure that they are breought to

undertake significant reforms. In this sense, it is

clear that educational policy can be and is

determined within certain definite limits by the

consumers of education, i.e., the students. Teachers,

too, the retailers of the commodity education, ocught

to be able to influence the quality and the content
For a number of reasons peculiar to
Sguth Africa, teachers in this country have, as @
group, bhad vwvery little power to Influence the
educational process other than as mere instruments
of the rulers.

The recurring cycle of Bantu
education by students, particularly 1978,
reflects not merely the cumuletive frustration of
students with an educational system that they reject
with  contempt  but, more  significantly, the
"reyolution of rising expectations". Out of the
regation of the existing system new ideas and notions
of education as a phenomenon are being generated,
Students are no longer satisfied with saying NO!They
are saying loudly and clearly what it is they want.
And  what they want is not  simply a Yhetter!
apartheid education or even the phantom of an "equal
mjucation which liberals are trying to insinuate into
their amalysis. Students and progressive educational-
_sts are clearly demanding a democratic system of
~jucation in a democratic, free and united South
LSrica. Almost every single student pamphlet, speech
i manifesto stresses these points among other short-
term demands:

+ Democratically elected students' representative

councils

* Democratic and humane teaching wethods including

% the abolition of corporal punishment and sexual

harassment

* Free education including free books and free

transport to school

#* Prgperly gualified teachers.

7 udents have become much clearer about the nged to
4 stinouish between what they call long-tzrm demands

bose which can only be realised in a post-
» artheid society) and short-term demands, which can
« brought about ewven in the present set-up. Hence

has come about because of

of education.

resistance to
since

talls for the abolition of corporal punishment and
seyual harassment are seen as being realisable today.
Others, such as the demand For free education, SRC's,
etc., are only partislly realisable today sirce they
tend to subvert the structures on which apasrtheid
education is based.

Today, however, many a young student has begun to
understand in a concrete manner that It is only
through changing the socilal system as such that
fundamental changes in the educational system will
te brought about. Students see, for example, the
direct linkages between bigher rents in the townships,
low wages in the factories and the inferior quality
of their educastion. They see how the detention of a
popular  teacher her/his "political',
community activities represents a direct inroad into
their schocling. As in 1976 and 1980, students in
different parts of the country are demonstrating once
again that our children refuse to swallow the poisan
of inferior tribalised schooling to become the pass
ive workforce of neo-apartheld South Africa.

Careful and deteiled attention to strateqy and
tactics has become inescapable if our students arg
not to become unnecessary victims of the cycle I
described earlier. Unless there are very good reasons
to suggest it, students have to abandon the naive
beliefs on which the tactic of indefinite boycotis
is based. Wbile this is often a popular slogan, it
constitutes a self-inflicted wound on the student
body in a situation where there is no chance of
toppling or changing the government. Entire platoaons
of students are wested as in a badly concelved battle,
The weapon of the boycott needs to be carefully
studied and deployed. Like any other weapon, it can-
not be used recklessly without lethal conseguences.

The uneven political development in different
reqions of South Africa at ditferent times is another
decisive caonstraint on mass action. Because of
particular economic or social problems in a given
region or community, a heightened militancy may
obtain which is absent in other regions or communit-
ies. Dne area may have mgre solid organisation or
better leadership tradition than another. All this,
and more, means that a homogensous rgsponse cannot
be expected from all students. The false expectation
of such a unifarm response can lead to disasterous
tactics including intimidation and misdirected
violence against potential supporters and allies,
Some attested instances of wanton thuggery in recent
avents have given many of us cause for concern.

Political sectarianism has become a scourge in the
student movement as in the rest of the liberatian
movement in Scuth Africa. fApart from the cruder
marifestations of this sectarianism such as physical
assaults by one student group on another, we have
today the less obvious phenomenon of historical
falsification perpetrated by slick practitioners of
the craft im journals for students such as SASPL
MATIONAL. Of course, any editorial group is entitlec
tg do as it pleases but the rubbish which passes as
the "history of the student movement'" in journals
stch as S5A5PU MATIONAL is no different in principle
find of garbage that is dished out in

for 1aBay

from the



Mational Party texts. For ceasons that they know best,
the authors of these fracts commit the sams kind of
intellectual rape on the minds of uninformed young
students who have litfle or no access to alternative
sources of information. As the examples of the late
unlamented Hitler and S5talin show so vividly, this
kind of practice must boomerang on the pecrpetrators
eventually. Besides becoming the captives and victims
of their own propaganda, unsble to penetrate to any
semblance of the social and historical reality, they
are eventually dismissed in bewilderment and disgust
by their disillusioned followers once the truth is
exposed, and reviled and dethroned (deNazification,
deStalinisation campaigns) by their sycophantic core
of activists who forthwith seek new "heroes" to raise
on high.

Without cuoting any concrete instances here {and
there are many, believe me), let me say that the sole
effect, if not the intention, of this kind of
"historiography", which mirrors the "politics" of
these circles, is to open up and to deepen the
divisions which exist ipevitably in the liberation
movement. These seciarian divisions make it difficult
to plan joint action an a national scale. It happens,
however, to be one of the constraints on mass action
which can be eliminated by means of meture leadership
and a willingness to create a principled hasis for
unity in the student movement without glessing over
real and important differences that keep different
groupings and tendencies in separate orgeanisations.

ALTFRNATIVE PERSPECTIVES AND INTTIATTVES

Because of the cul de sac inte which the rulers have
steered education in South Africa, more and more
alternative perspectives and initiatives are being
generated. Let me state clearly that by "alternative"
I mean those educatiomal projects that are conceived
of as part and parcel of the general struggle for
national liberation and class emancipation in South
Africa. T do NOT simply mean any non-state or "non-
formal" educational project, nor do I mean any such
project undertaken by a community or student organ-
isation or perhaps by a trade union. It is a known
fact that some of the most conventional, status-guo
entrenching educational operations are very often run
precisely by community groups, students groups and
canservative trade unions.

By way of concluding this paper, I should like to
refer briefly to two of the most significant alter-
native initiatives now gathering momeotum in South
Africa. These are the Education Charter Campaign and
the Education Co-ordination Council of South Africa
{ECC5A).

The FEducation Charter Campaign {ECC) was first
conceived in 1982 when "Azaso and Cosas decided to
spearhead a campaign which would enllect together the
education demands of all South Africa's people’.
(5ASPU FOCUS wol. 3, no.2, November 1884, p18). It
is intended, according to Azaso President, Simphiuwe
Mgoduse, that "the Education Charter must steer the
campaigns and struggles that lie ahead and be the
guiding document in all our struggles around
education issues™ (ibid). It is intended ta approach

and irmvolve as many organisations as possible in the
making of the Education Charter. This process itself,
so it is hoped, will help to ensure the democratic
content of the Charter. Committees are to be set up
in all parts of the country to co-ordinate the
campaign which should culminate in a national confer-
ernce in 1985 where thg Education Charter will be
adopted. The Chatier is self-consciously linked to
the Charter by the campaign

Freedom committee.

According to the organisers as quoted im SASPU FOCUS
Nowvember, 1984 :

"The ECC is trying to explore the education

demands set out in the Freedom Charter and to
give them greater content. The doors of learning

and culture shall be open to all that is still
pur demand, Mow the guestion we must ask is what
specific demands in the long and short-term will
help us to force those doors open'.
This linkage to the Freedom Charter and, more sign-
ificantly, the failure of the ornganisers to Invite
relevant educational organisations to the preliminary
discussions could turn a potentially powerful mobil-
ising imstrument against the movemsnt. That is, if
those people who are critical of the Freedom Charter
and wha Tind the sectarian miduwifery of the Education
Charter repugnant do not transcend their initial
distaste. I consider it vital that they do so. Fox
whatever the criticisms of the Freedom Charter that
individuals or organisations might have, there cannot
be any serious person wha disagrees with the demand
that "The doors of learning and culture shall be mpen



to all", This is the essential point of departure of
the ECC and it is wital for the success of such a
campaign that all the oppressed and exploited people
(or as many of them as possible) participate freely
in this campaign., Only then will an education Charter
be a unifying and not a divisive document, only then
will such a campaign turn out to be a milestone on
the road to liberation. We who are gathered here
today can only hope that the leadership of this
campaign as well as its critics will adopt a mature
attitude that transcends the cbviocus but by no means
insurmountable obstacles to united action in this
very important undertaking.

Owing to the rtecurrent crisis in the formal
schooling of black children, independent sducational
organisations began to consider ways and means of
intervening in & constructive but large-scale manner
in the educational sphere. In fact, the expulsion of
fundreds of students from Fort Hare University in
1982 forced a number of those organisations that
spansored students (bursars) at the university to
come together in a consultative conference to
consider what they should de in view of the imminesnt
loss of thousands of Rands implied, for the umpteenth
time, by the expulsion of so many students. £ series
of mestings during 1982 eventuated in the founding
of the Education Co-Ordinating Council of South
Africa (ECCSA) in August 1982 and the public launch-
ing of the organisation on 9-10 September 1983.

The preamble to the constitution of ECCSA reads, in
part, as follows :
A growing number of nan-state organisations are
now operating in the sphere of education outside
formal schools and even on the periphery of the
schools. Because of the expertise, equipment and
funds concentrated in these organisations, they
are potential sources of both cultural and
political power. In order to wield such power for
the benefit of the oppressed majority of our
people it is essential that these organisations
cease to operate in isolation from one another.
o put it differently, these organisations can
only exert potential influence if they can reach
broad agreement on educational and cultural
strategies consistent with the emancipation of
the oppressed people...
In view of the inevitebility of radical socio-
econamic and political change in South Africa,
it is essential that a nucleus of people and
other rescurces be created; people who have
gained administrative and creative experience
of a new kind of education in the soil of South
Africa itself. Such an  educatiomal infra-
structure as the one envisiored would provide
a ppssible base from which a new educational
system could be planned and initially executed.
If the preamble demonstrates complete clarity regard-
img, and commitment to, an alternative education
system, the alms and objectives of ECCSA capture
concisely the practical concrete tasks implied by
that conception.
These are stated as follows :
{a) Generating and preliferating educational
strateqies and practices relevant to a

changing South Africa.

Co-prdinating policies and practices concern-
ing the granting of bursaries, scholarships,
loans and ether forms of financial assistance
to black students.

Co-Ordinating the egtablishment of resource
centres, reading rooms, libraries and related
community education structures and resources.
Rationalising the training of personnel.
Co-erdinating responses to major events in and
arising from the educatioral sphere. The
recent examples of the De Lange Commission and
the Fort Here expulsions are cases in paoint.
Serving as a natipnal advice and informatian
centre for all local community and worker
education projects as well as for students,
parents and ieachers.

The basic idea of ECCSA is clearly to bring together
every independent community and worker project that
has an educational dimension. It is premised on the
belief that such a pooling of resources will give
rise to qualitstive changes in the conception and
execution of educaticnal strategies and policies at
all levels. The oppressed will get & sense of the
cultural and political power that is latent in the
thousands of little ocrgenisations that are "doiﬁg
their own thing" in every nook and cranny of the
country. Once this happens, 1t is inevitable that
goverrment policy in the sphere of formal schooling
will be influenced in one direction or another.

Allow me to conclude by stressing that ECCSA's
activities are deliberately and  passionately
corceived of as part and parcel of the process of
nation-building which goes hand in hand with the
struggle for metional liberation., In my speech at the
first ECCSA conference in which I spoke on the
subject of "Education in Socuth Africa, Limits and
Possibilities of Interim Action™, I maintained that
the advantages of Co-ordinaticn can only be realised

if there is some broad ideological agreement that

cant make the hundreds of comnunity, worker and
educational organisations cohere. I helieve that
this ideplogical cemsnt can be nothing other than
the process of building the nation, i.e., the
struggle for an Azznian/South African nation in
which oppression and exploitation shall have been
eliminated. It is only when orgahisations and
individuals have come to realise or to accept that
this is the eventual goal of their efforts, be
they small or large in scale, that they will be
able to find one another and to tolerate the
peculiarities and idiosyncracies that all of us
have...However, it is wvital that we accept that
our differences are not antagonistic ormes; that
a necessary part of the struggle for naticnal
liberation is precisely the ideological conflict
among different groups and tendencies with diff
amang groups and tendencies with
different wvisions of the future. Through democ-
cratic debate and through mobilisation of the
masses of the peopls, these differsnces will be
ironed out and our historical practice will

{b)

{f}

different

confirm or refute our theories, our vislons and

our dreams.









