WOMEN'S DEFENCE OF THE CONSTITUTION LEAGUE.

MINUTES OF % GDHFE. EHGE HELD AT 4! EDEN HD%., GLENDINNINGVALE,
E.A_ I F'ﬂ t ml— L]

PRESENT: Mre. R. Foley (in the Chair)
and delegates ss per attafhed rezlseter.

WELCOME: Mrs. A. Pirle, Chelrwoman of the Eesstern Cape
Rezlon, welcomed sll delegstes.

QPENING: The Chelrwomen declsred the Conference open, =nd in
er address Mr. Foley outlined the hietory of the League and
sugzested future plsns. In discuegsinz the tremendous moral
force of the movement, she emphsgized the consequent
responslbllity devolving on 1ts leaders.

Publicsation of the Cheirwomsn's address: It was AGREED
unsnimously thet this address should be printed end published
in both officlel langusges.

THEEK%: In reply to = vote of thanks, proposed by the

delegstes from the Western Province, to the Cheir for her
initiative in starting the Leszue, Mrs. Foley said that she
w=g only one of » Zroup who hsd co-operated equslly in
launching the Lesgue.

MINUTES: The Minutes of = Conference held in Johennesburz on
eptember 1lth snd 12th, 1955, hsvinz been clrculsrisged, were
taken as resd mnd spproved.

PURPOSE, COMPOSITION, AND POWERS OF THE CONFERENCE: The powers
of Eireat{nn and mensgement of the Leszue were, =t present,
vested 1n the members of the Johannesburz Committee of the
League, by virtue of s Conastitution formslly sdopted in June,
1955, Owlnz to the exceptionsl esnd unforeseen growth of the
movement, the neceselty of smendinz this Constitution snd of
dreawing up rules and reguletlons =ppropriste to a nation-wide
movement hed become mesnifest.

In terms of a resolution taken =%t the Conference
held in September, the Acting Neatlionsl Executive had csalled
the present Conference.

Purposgse of Conference: The buasiness of the Conference would
€ 28 I0L1OWE ! -

1. To discuss smendments to the Constitution.

2 To draw up rulee =nd regulstions suitsble to
the conduct of the Leszgue ss = nation-
wide movement.

O To receive prozgress reports.
4. To dlscuss future policy, tsctics, =nd sctivities.
5., To make asrrangementes for the callinz of »

Nationsl Congress at the esarlieat possib. s
dnate. Thie Conzress to be convened =ccording
to the finally sgreed draft of the Constitution
to be formelly proposed for sdoption et this
Congregs.

Compogition of Conference: For convenlence in orgsnisation
South Africs had been divided into 12 geographle regions.
These rezlons were, at present, sdministered by the Executive
Committee of the most importsnt town in each region, acting
a8 s Reglonesl Executive. Repregentsatlon =t the present

Conference/
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Conference weg on =n equsl besls for =11 reglions regsrdless
of numbers elther of brenches or of members.

Powerg of Conference! Opportunity for discussion on all
relevant metters hed been provided for under 5 moin hesdings

on the s=genda ss followas : -~

1. Pollicy.

2. Orzenieation.

D Demongtr=tions.

4, Propaganda =and Informstlon.
Se Finance.

After full discuseion the Acting Netionsl Executive =and =11
Rezlons muet be prepsred to lmplement =11 resolutlions pessed.

POLICY: The Cheslrwom=n relterated the sime of the Leszue
ag defined in the Constitution as foll wa : -

"TO CONDUCT PROPAGANDA AND ENLIST SUPPORT AND AID FOR
THE OBSERVANCE OF :

1. THE PRINCIPLES OF PARLIAMENTARY DEMOCRACY
WITHIN THE UNION OF SOUTH AFRICA.

2. THE MORAL PLEDGES AND CONSTITUTIONAL SAFE-
GUARDS OF THE COMPACT OF UNION.

AND TO DO ALL SUCH THINGS AND CARRY ON ALL SUCH
ACTIVITIES AS MAY BE CONDUCIVE TO THE FURTHERANCE OF
SUCH AIMS."

Two deflined polnts of policy of the Lesgue sre =e follows:-—
1. The Lesgue 1s non-perty politicsl.
2. The Leszue heg no intention of merzing with
any other orgesnisestion or body.

Thie wos emphesglized by the following resolution which was
prased unanimously:-

"THAT THE LEAGUE REAFFIRMS ITS SEPARATE IDENTITY."

Ag a corollsry to thie resolution it wes AGREED thet on all
poseible occesions the separate identity of the Lesgue be
reafflrmed in published statements snd thst its non-psrty
political status be emphegized repestedly.

To schieve 1ts maims and publicise 1ite policy, the Leszue
hsa adopted the following methods :-—

1. Demonstrations.
2. Politlesel educstion programme.

Co—operstion: The Cheirwomen steted thet the Acting National
Executive hed co-opersted in demonstrstions with other non-
party movements, =nd the =pprovel of the Conference wna
required ss a guide for future occssions when co-operstion
mizht be invited or desired.
Lengthy discussion took pl=ce. Seversl delezstes expressed
the view that co-operstion mizht endanger the Lesgue.
The Chelr pointed out thet demonstrstlions sgainet undemocratic
mesgures were not the sole prerozstive of members of the
Leszue.
The diecussion closed with the following regolutlion, proposed
by Mre. P. MacRobert of Pretoris, and duly seconded sand
peaged ! -

"THAT/
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"THAT THE INTERIM NATIONAL EXECUTIVE DECIDE WITH
WHICH NON-PARTY ORGANISATIONS THE LEAGUE SHOULD
COLLABORATE. THAT THE INTERIM NATIONAL EXECUTIVE
PROTECT ITS MEMBERS LEGALLY BOTH AS REGARDS
PROPAGANDA AND DEMONSTRATIONS AND THAT THE NATIONAL
EXECUTIVE TAKES OVER THESE FUNCTIONS WHEN THIS
EXECUTIVE I3 ELECTED.M

Dellmiteation 1956: The feollowing resolutlion, proposed by
Mre. J. Sinclelr end duly seconded, wea peogged unanimously:-

"ONE OF THE MOST IMPORTANT ACTIVITIES OF THE LEAGUE

WAS TO ENSURE THAT ALL VOTERS ARE REGISTERED BEFORE
MAY, 1958."

The followlnz resolutions were AGREED unsnimousgly:-—

"THAT THE LEAGUE MAKES A PRIORITY OF SPREADING
ENOWLEDGE OF THE CONSTITUTION."

Mrs. Drummond from Durbsn reported thst an
effective method of so dolng weag to eddress
emell groups of young people Z=thered in-
formally =t homes =nd plsces of work.

"THAT DURING THE FORTHCOMING SESSION OF PARLIAMENT A
VIGIL BE KEPT DAILY IN CAPE TOWN AND THAT BLACKSASHING

BE CONTINUED. THE ONLY INDIVIDUALS TO BE 'bleckse=ghed!
ARE CABINET MINISTERS."

The followling resolutions were withdrewn on the zrounds
that the pointe hed slresdy been covered by discuseion :-
“Thgtﬂth& League should never tske any steps that

wou

incriminete sny individusl member, e.z.
Lettere to Senstors.”

"Ihet it ie desirable to have provincial control
together with = representative Netional Executive
which will provide the necessary direction."

E In regsrd to the resolution proposed by Bloemfontein
that there be a more definite policy for the 'silent
gleterhood'" 1t wee AGREED thet the silent sisterhood

could be invalusble mgsiet=nte to the Lesgue doing clericsl

work, scting =g beby-sitters, etc., =nd in coll=cti f .
The regolution - ’ ching funde

"That 1f conditions meske continued stsndinz no
lonZer efficaclous, thet the Lesgue should zo
underground =nd resppesr in force on unexpected
ocecaglong" wes covered under DEMONSTRATIONS.

ORGANISATION: Mre. P. Britten, on behslf of the Actinz
Natlonal Executive, made a» gtatement on orgenisgstion.
The following pointe were noted:-

1. Work of =11 brenches should be simplified
and msde more interestinz for individusl members
by delegetion of duties to sub-committees.

2. The holding of regulsr GENERAL MEETINGS wns
considered to be of the utmost importsnce. No
orzsnieation could poseibly function efficiently
without continued personsl contesct of those in
puthority with the rank =nd fils.

S In the lsrgzer towns division into as meny Branches
ng poaalble wes =2dvocsted. In Johsnnesburg this
system had prodiced most encoursging results.

Chairwomen,/
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Chairwomen were picked from residents of o
particuler guburb, and 1t was found thet "local
knowledge" was inveslusble in recrulting and
meintaining interest in the Lesgue.

A resolution proposed by Cspe Town "thet = truce be observed
from December 15th to January 4th" wes not adopted.

ONSTRATIONS:

Mre. J. 8inclalr gave a most interesting

which led to considerable debste. The following

declelone were thereafter tsken : -

1.

O

6.

8.

That

on the opening of Parlisment on Jenuery 13th
a vizll of four women be held in =8 many towns
s8 posglble throuzhout the Union.

Plece and venue of vigils should be “aried on
different occesions, =8 this would bring them
to the notice of = grester number of people.

on the day of the firet Jolnt sltting ecslled
to remove the coloured voters from the common
roll, a Unlion-wide convoy of cars converge on
Cape Town =snd that together with Cape Town
members s lsrge scele demonstrstion take plece.

1t 18 time now that, subject to cost and
legallity, = sultably worded sdvertisement be
publighed in =11 the msjor newspsapers. The
advertisement should contain = coupon calling
for membership and finsnci=1 support for the
League.

An appeal in the Prees be made by the Chair-

That

That

women (now Nstionsl President) on the 13th
Janusary, 1956,

indlividual members of the Lesgue send letters
to thelr own M.P!'S, after legal oplnion had
been sought, whenever s Bill is tabled of
which the Lesgue diss=pproves.

membereg wesring the black sssh silt in the
visltore! gallery in Parlisment.

8 quegtion be placed on the order psper of the
House by a co-operstive M.P. This question

to refer to the refusal on three ocecssiona by
the Prime Minlster to receive a deputation from
the League, representing 100,000 regletered
voters which represents ...% of the electorste.
If not answered, the question to be reworded
and sagsin pleced on the order psper.

all appéal at the Bar of the House be made before
the Coloured Vote Bill is passed. Note to
enquire whether any other orgsnisstion has
previously lodzed = similar sappesl.

IT WAS UNANIMOUSLY AGREED THAT IN VIEW OF THE
GRAVE CRISIS STILL EXISTING IN SOUTH AFRICA
THAT THE LEAGUE CONTINUE TAKING EVERY
OPPORTUNITY TO DEMONSTRATE.

Tabled propossls were dealt with as followsg :-—

Pretoria/
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Pretoria: AGREED thst the routine for vizgile and bleck-
saghing be adhered to =as f=r =8 possible, but
thet the digcretion of the lesder should be
used in sn emergency.

Middelburz (Cape) and Port Elizsbeth: The meetlng
lemzreed entirely with the proposals that
bleckegsghing of Ministers be restricted to
times when they are =ctinz in thelr officlsl
cepaclty only. Bleackseasgshing should contlinue
at 211 sgreed times, but the discretion of the
lesder should be used.

Middelburz (Cspe): A vote wes cerried that there be no
time 1limit set for consistent Blsack-5=sh
asctivity.

Cape Town: (1) In reply to the propos=l "thet in order
to meintsin the dignity of the movement, the
wearinz of the blsck s=sh be conflned to formsl
or specifie ocecassione, e.z. vizile snd hesunts,"
i* weg RESOLVED thet, subject to the lssued
Bleck Sssgh Rezulstions, the time =nd place for
weerinzg of the blsck eeosh be left to the dis-
cretion of the Rezlions =nd Branches.

(2) In reply to the proposal "thet demon-
gtretions should not be called for which may
show up = lasck of etrenzth or dilvulze our
numbers,” 1t wes AGREED thet the velue of the
demonestrstions lsay 1n thelr determinstion =nd
aincerity, =2nd the resoclutlon wes loet.

Stellenbosch, Elzin, Somerset West & Hermenus: It wes
AaHEED to =dhere to our oriZinel declsion thst
Ministers must be looked =t durinzg "bleck-
asghinz": only on vigil will hesds usu=lly be
bowed.

Sloz=n: Mrs. Dey proposed thet members of the Lesgue
ghould continue to weasr the slogan "Eerbiediz
one Grondwet." In snawer to the suzzestion
by several delez=tes that the slozan be tranas-
lated into both lenzuszeg, 1t weg pleted thet
there wes no adequs=te trenslstion for the word
"eerbiediz®. It wag AGHEED thet members
contlinue to wesr the black sesh with the slogs=sn,
in Afrikssns only, on =11 heunts snd vigils.

Governor-Genersl: It weg AGREED thet eg the Governor-Generanl
wag the Queen's representstive, NO blsck-gsasghing
of Ministers be done =t functions where the
Governor-Genersl 1s present.

PROPAGANDA =nd INFORMATION: Mrs. J. Devidoff, on behs=1lf of the
ctlng N=tlons xecutlve, Zave s most lnterestling oddress.
The followinz points were noted :-

Since the commencement of the Leszue written propszesnds
on = large acsle s»nd with excellent =nd varied content had
been used. Thet thls hod been well received weg evlident
from the foct thet sll Brenches, perticulsrly those in
country districte, were continuslly crying out for more
litereture. How far the dissemin~tion of the litersature

hnd,/
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had affected the Zenersl publlic or csused them to eppreciste
the necesslty of protestinz szelinst the undemocratic =cts of
the Government, 1t weeg, of course, lmposaible to say.
Judzing by the apathy of the Enzlish-epeskinz section,
however, 1t would =ppesr that only = very sm=ll section of
the community wes =8 yet politlcselly swere. We must
concentrste on this pert of our work, on which we have »
beginning. We must pursue with vizour the impsrting of
informetion to both the Enzllsgh- =nd Afrikseng—-spesking
gectlion of the communlty.

Me=ng of =chilevinz this were :-

A. Visusl: 1. Demonstr=tions.
1i. Movie film mode by oversess televiasion
compenies to be obteined =nd shown here.
111. Ceartoone 1n Press =nd Newsletter.

B. Spoken: (1) Meetinze =nd speskers.
Speslkere to sgpeclelise on different
sgpects. A questionneire to be sent

to all 1likely speskera enquiring sbout
sult-ble timesg =nd subjectas.

(2) Lectures by Profs. Thompson =and Durrsnt
and Mr. Franklin sre svailsble. All
Brencheg ghould study the memorsndum on
these lectures.

(3) Syuposium:
1. Imp=ct of the Sensate Act on = lewyer, youth,

ex-gen=tor, histori=n, clergymsn, etc.
11. Whsat South Afric= me=ns to me by =ctress,
typlst, musicisn, shopzirl.
1il. Quiz: men's team ve women's tesm.

C. Written: 1. Press reporte =nd srticles;
letters to the Press. (People should be

approsched to write =rticles for the Press)
il. Btetemente by the Leszue.
11i. The Leszue heg hed printed =nd issued:
Mre. Hoernle's speech;
Phyllie Lewsen's srticle;
Mre. Fisher's article on the Senste Act.
iv. The Lesgue h=g gold p=mphlete by Prof.
Carter of U.S.A.,
The Constitution =nd Public Confidence
by Prof. Brookes;
Then =nd Now by The Hon. R. Feethsam.

The followinzg reesolutions were psssed unsnimously :-—

1. "THAT ALL LAMPHLETS TO BE USED AS PROPAGANDA MUST BE

FORWARDED TO THE NATIONAL EXECUTIVE FOR APPROVAL
BEFORE DISTRIBUTION."

2. "THAT ALL REGIONS SHOULD BE INFORMED OF NEW PLANS
BEFORE INFORMATION IS GIVEN TO THE PRESS."

NEWSLETTER: Mrs. D. Rsnkin reported progresg. This publicstion
wag to be celled the "Black Sagh" - "Swart Serp.”
Publicstion of the first issue was now expected in January.
The edltorial staff werg composed of professionsl Journalistas,
but 11l publics=tions were subject to the approval of the
sub~committee.

The flrst lssue wss to be issued free of charze. Theresfter
» gmell charge (probsbly 6d4.) was to be mnde. Al /
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All Rezions were nsked to submit srticles for incluslon
(ghort).

After discussion it weg AGREED unsenimously i-

"THAT THE FOLLOWING BE PUBLISHED IN THE NEWSLETTER :-

i. The DEDICATION SHOULD BE PUBLISHED IN THE
EARLY EDITIONS.
1i. Thet + SHORT ACCQOUNT OF PARLIAMENTARY PROCEDURE
APPEAR.
iii. That INFORMATIVE ARTICLES ON CONTROVERSIAL
LEGISLATION INTRODUCED IN PARLIAMENT BE
A PROMINENT FEATURE OF EACH EDITION.'

FINANCE AND FUND-RAISING: Mrs. D. Hill g=ve s general resume
of Hesdquerters finesnce. The value of propsgends lesflete
in fund-rsesising wes enormous. These le=flets had been
widely distributed in Joh=nnesburg =nd =re now avallsble to
Rezlions.

In regsard to =ffllie=tlon dues, Rezlone were to make pay-
ment direct to Neotionesl Hesdquarters; Branches to meke
payment to Reglonsl Tressurers. Branches should not retsaln
a T12a% in excess of £10.

It was importsnt thet receipts be issued for »ll moniee
recelved. In turn, Hesdqusrters would issue » recelpt for
211 monies remitted to them by the Rezglons. This to =ppliy
algo to monies received by Reglone from Brsanches.

A centrsl fund hed been establlisghed t» be edministerel by
the Netlonal Executive. Regional contributione mere to he
pald annuslly.

NOTE: Reglions mey apply to the Nsatlonsl Treasurer
for monies for speciflic purposes.

During discussion 1t wes sugzested thet = fund-raislng
competition be orzsnised, but thls was t» be left to Reglons.

It was AGREED thet psayment for printed metter be meds by
Reglons.

Anonymoug Donstiong: Mrs. Hill mede 1t clesr thet receipts
were to pe issued in the nsme of "snonymous" for such
donstlona.

REGIONAL BOUNDARIES: A sub-committee consisting of one delegate
from each Rezion snd under the chalrmsnship of Mre. Pirie was
sppolnted to estsblish the present boundsrles of the 12
Rezlons. This committee reported unsnlmous sgreement on
boundaries. (See atteached map for boundsries =greed upon).

CONSTITUTION: A eub-committee consisting of one delezgsate froo
each HegZion, plus Mesdsmes Foley, Sinclsir =nd Hill, was
appolnted to discuss the dra=ft Constitution submitted Dy
the Acting N=tlonal Executlve. This sub-committez wes
instructed to ts=ke into considerstion polnts submitted by
the Western Csape.

REPORT OF CONSTITUTION SUB-COMMITTEE: Mre. Plirie reported thet
With certaln Very importsant amendments (hereafter minuted)
the draft Constitution submitted by the Actinzg Natlionsl
Executive hed been approved in principle by the sub-committee.
It recommended thet the smended draft be approved 1in

princinie/
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principle by the Conference and thet the fin=1l wording be
left to the a¢ting Netlons1l Executlve.

The importsnt smendments AGREED upon by the sub-committee
were =g followe -

That feirly frequent meetings of the Nationel Councll
should be held. )

That representation on this Council shou-d be on =a
besig proportionsal to the number of membere in =

reglon but in no csse to exceed the number of four nor
to be less then two.

Thet = Netlonel Executive be elected to csrry out the
urgent business of the Lesgue. This National Executive
to be composed =as follows -

A Netion=1l President who shall ex officlo be »
member of every council snd every commlttee of
the Le=zue.

A Netlonsl Chslrwomsan.

Two Vice-Chalrwomen.

A Secretary.

A Treagurer.

Three co-opted members.

Regions shall receive from thelr Bresnches nominstions 1in
writinz for their representatives on the Natlonal Council

two weeks prior to s Rezionsl Conference, which muet be held
before a Nationel Conference.

The recommendations of the sub-committee were accepted.

It wsg further AGREED :-

1. "THAT THE ACTING NATIONAL EXECUTIVE SHOULD PREPARE AN
AMENDED DRAFT CONSTITUTION AS SOON AS POSSIBLE AND THAT
THIS DRAFT BE FORWARDED TO REGIONAL COMMITTEES FOR
DISCUSSION. ANY FURTHER AMENDMENTS TO BE INCORPORATED
IF POSSIBLE AND THE FINAL DRAFT TO BE SUBMITTED FOR
APPROVAL AT THE FIRST NATIONAL CONFERENCE."

2. Thet the Johennesburgz Committee be a€ked to elect =as soon
ag poseible an Interim Nestlons=l Executlve, modelled on
the lines szZreed to by thle Conference.

GENERAL:

Victimiastion: The Nationsl Executive should be informed of
the true fscte of =ny cessge of victimlisstion. Where
desirsble the Nstional Executive will =ziwve publicity to these.
Tncidenta: The National Executive would give publieclty to
any incidents occurring in sms=ll centres on sdvice recelved.

Black—aashinz Oversesa: It wes AGREED thet no blesck-gsshing
of Minlsters be done outside the borders of the Unlon.

Qffice organlgstion: Mra. Foley outlined the correct method
of handling officia. correspondence. Correspondence from
rezlonal secreteries should be sddressed to the Hon. Natlonal
Secretsry, 511 Lelsk House, Bree Street, Johsnnesburg, the
orizinsal to the Secretary =snd o copy to the Netionsl Chalr-
Wom=an. All letters to be under hesdings of reference sand
mention made of dsnte of letter under reply; end msrzin %eft
to =id filine.

A confirmetion copy of =11 telegrsma to be forwsrded to the
addressee.

Annusl/
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ANNUAL CONFERENCE: It wes proposed thet s Netlonal Conference
be held st an esrly de=te.

It wag sugzgested thet 1f st 211 possible thls should
colncide with the convoy to Cape Town. If this wag at
too early = dote, 1t wae proposed thet the venue be
Bloemfontein in esrly May 15G66.

Nominetions for representstion to be received by the
28th Februsry, 1956.

CLOSURE:

A vote of thenks wess amaccorded to Johsnnesgburg, on the
proposal of Mra. O!'Connor of B} emfonteln.

Mra. Green =ddressed the meeting in Afriksans.
Mra. Scott proposed a vote of thanke to the Chelr.
In eloelinz » hizhly succesegful Conference Mrs. Foley 1n

her sddress £eve = vote of thenks to Port Elizsbeth, which
wag hesrtily sappleuded.

s B N e R R S N i S s [ Sy S S G e e

Confirmed:
Date_




WOMEN'S DEFENCE OF THE CONSTITUTION LEAGUE.

MEMORANDUM ON LECTURES.

We have svalleble in Johennesburz for use by Branches
the meterisl necess=ry to conduct three lectures : -

(1) Prof. L. Thompson - Beckzround to Union
Constitutional Morslity.

(2) Mr. L. Franklin - Whittlinz Awsy of Politicsl
Rizhts =nd Deprivation of
Libertiesa.

(3) Prof. G. Durrant — The Chellenze of the Senste
Act and your Reeponse.

Coples of these wlll be sent out free on applicstion by
Branch Chelirmen on condition that they sre usged to the best
sdvantsge. We suggzest thet this series of three lectures is
orz=anised to toke plsace prefersbly in the eveninze so thst men
snd women sre sble to sttend; thet they be given in the order
in which they were delivered in Johsnnesburg; =nd that the
peraon resdinzg the lecture be fully converasnt with the text
and therefore ensbled to resd it well =nd intelligently.

For eéach lecture we cen supply one copy of the full text to be
resd =t the meeting, =2nd =s meny copies of s resume as you
expect your nsudience to number (these to be distributed and
kept by sudience.) It is suzzested theat o silver collection
be teaken to cover sdvertlsinz, hire of hesll, etc. The =im
ghould be to spre=d knowledze on the impllcetions of the

Senate Act, ond to sttrect an sudience beyond those who sare
alrgady supporters. The Chelrman at the firet or eesch lecture
should zive = short history of the Women's Lesgue ag =n
introduction and use the meetinz *» cenvags memberas.

These lectures will shortly be-sveileble 1in Afriks=ons and
English.

Plesge let us know immedlistely whether you csn use the
text of these lecturee; how many coples of the resumeé you will
require =nd whether you could hsve the lstter roneod to save
us expense and postage.

JEANETTE DAVIDOFF,
Cheirman,
INFORMATION AND EDUCATION SUB-COMMITTEE.

Johannesburz,
9th Jsnusry, 1958.
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