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WHEN the last echoes of gunfire
die down over Soweto and the last
school. child has been buried, one
man will find himself at the eentre
of the storm as to whether or not
the bloodshed could have heen
averted.

He is Mr W. C. Ackermann,
Regional Director of Bantu Educa-
tion, and the man responsible for
the Sewete area.

Mr Ackermann has the fina] say
over the medium of instruction in
Black schools. Community leaders
say he has persistently refused fo
listen to the demands of the school
hoards and adopted a high-handed
and arbitrary method of dealing
with Black people.

In 1974, when the four 'Tswana
School Boards 1n Soweto presented
him with a8 memoranduin highly
critical of the new ruling that pri-
mary school children must learn
half their subjects in Afrikaans,
his reaction was to dismiss the
four chairmen of the boards and
to reply curtly that his department
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would deal with the board enl

if they came to him individually.

th’l;he schools’ memorandum said
a

® Parents should have the right

to choose the medium of instruc-

tion for their children,

@ It was Impossible to expect
11-year-old children to he tri-
lingual, particularly when most
teacher training institutions used
English, and no extra teachers
competent in Afrikaang had been
appointed.

@ The 50-80 ruling was contrary
to the guide laid down for school
principals by the department,

The guide states that a school
has the right to decide for itself
whether to teach in English or
Afrikaans.

When the school boards approach-
ed Mr Ackermann individually, as
he requested, members claim they
were told their children would
learn in Afrikaans whether they
liked it or not.

“It was a take it or leave it
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attltude,” sa‘d ne whe did not
wish to be identified, “When we
questioned this, he said 1t was
Government policy.”

This year, at a meeting between
the Meedewlends School Board
and parents, it was decided that
the medmm of instruction should
be English.

All nine members of the school
board signed a circular to this
effect which was sent to 14 schools
in Soweto. Shortly afterwards Mr
Ackermann sent letters of dis-
missal to the school board chair-
man, Mr Joseph Peele, and Mr
Abner |Letlape, an executive
member. :

The other seven members re-

sigined in protest.
In March the board members

were called to a meeting with Mr
Ackermann and Mr J. E. Grobe-
laar, the circyit inspector,

Mr Peele said they were told
they would all be reinstated — on
condition that they undertook in
writing not to interfere in any
“professional .matter”, and that if
in doubt they wehld eeneult Mr.,,

- Ackermann.’

The meetmg' Jended m stalemate .4

Mr Ackermann® eventually .rein-’

stated the seven who, had resigned.

He told them 'that they" =mad’e
run) <of  the' board ; and-

,' sheuld arithdraw the- circular in:
structing prmclpale te teach ‘in

English. A

The echeel beard ‘has ’ se far
refused “to _comply mth this
instruction.

Mr Gideon, Rousseau, secretery
of Bantu Education; said ‘he was-

, unaware of: any animosity hetween

Mr Ackermann and the eeheel

dent, that concerning the- Tswana
School Boards. L w o

. The questien whleh wﬂl now. he |
asked is, could Mr Ackermann have
adopted a 'more- flexible 'attitude,

and thus alleviated a . situation;
which was beeemmg inereasmgly

tense

Mr Aekermann himself says thet“

any person who believes that Afri-

- boards. He knew of ‘only~gne .inci:

kaans.has anything to do with. the |

outbreak of rioting “is.a- fool,’

T will only .say: this: that ne*]

school .board: dleeuesed this ‘matter

with me, I have reperted to my -

_ seeretery and, he’ 1is qu:te aware of*
what i$ going.on. ‘

B A ¢ eheuld be: eleer thet Afii-
kaans has nothing: to, do ‘with these
riots.” Only ' one’. of* the seeendery

schools concerned offers metruetlen )

through the medium of Afrikaans.
The Black unwereltles are eIl 10[]

per cent English, -
“Our attltude ‘has nething to de

. 'with it’and, that’e ell I.am prepered
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eyon! people ailow Bleekepﬂﬂﬁle

.to. publish*anything they -lik&; and.’

. s0 T have décided. never- to telk te ’

.'the Sundey Times or: the'Star, af;ein '

- “Pm uttmg the phene edewn ;
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