INDIAN WOMEN’S DEMONSTRATION IN PRETORIA ON HUMAN
RIGHTS DAY (10 DECEMBER) 1963

Introduction

Fifty years ago, on 10 December 1963, police unleashed dogs against Indian women
who came to Pretoria in a peaceful demonstration to present a petition to the Government

against the Group Areas Act.

People in South Africa were perhaps too preoccupied to pay sufficient attention to this
crime of the apartheid — two months after Nelson Mandela and other leaders of the people
were charged in the Rivonia Trial. There was no international reaction as the news was

hardly reported abroad.

| had been appointed in March that year as the Principal Secretary of the United
Nations Special Committee on Apartheid. | did all I could to promote condemnation of
apartheid and escalating repression, arms embargo against South Africa and denunciation
of the Rivonia Trial by the United Nations. But by the time | received South African
newspapers reporting the Indian women’s demonstration, the UN General Assembly had
concluded discussion of apartheid in South Africa and delegates were preparing to return
home. There was little | could do except to include a brief account of the event in the

next report of the Special Committee.

| was outraged by the event and it has remained in my memory since then. | admired
the heroism of the women who participated in the demonstration, knowing fully well the
inhumanity of the apartheid state. Their courage reminded me of bravery of Indian
women in 1913 — of Kasturba and other relatives of Gandhi, and of two Muslim women
who discarded the purdah to defy racist oppression, and were sentenced to three months
with hard labour. And of some forty Indian women from the Transvaal who exhorted the
Indian workers of Natal to stage an unprecedented general strike to protest against an
unjust and cruel tax; they also suffered three months with hard labour with Kasturba
under miserable conditions in the Maritzburg women’s prison. And of the heroines of the

1946 Indian passive resistance, some of whom participated in the 1963 demonstration.



In tribute to them, | have put together the information I could collect on the
demonstration of 10 December 1963 so that this event in the heritage of the people of
South Africa, and of Indian women in that country, is not forgotten. | wish to thank the
late Mrs. Amina Cachalia and Gabriele Mohale at the Wits University library for
providing me with most of the newspaper clippings which form the basis of the account

which follows.

The demonstration was led by Dr. Zainab Asvat, daughter of Ebrahim Asvat, a well-to-
do merchant who courted imprisonment in the satyagraha of 1906-14. He remained a
militant all his life and served as chairman of the Non-European United Front in the
Transvaal in the late 1930s, with Dr. Yusuf M. Dadoo as secretary. Zainab herself left
her medical studies to join the passive resistance in 1946 as a member of the first batch
and remained undaunted though bleeding from assault by white hooligans. Her sister and
brother-in-law — Amina Cachalia and Yusuf Cachalia — could only watch in silence as
women got together in Fordsburg for the ride to Pretoria; they had been served stringent

banning orders a few months earlier.

The day after the demonstration Zainab herself was served with banning orders. She

had to go into exile in London.

There were other women in the demonstration whose families had similar history of
heroism. To mention only two, there was Manonmoney Naidoo, wife of an adopted son of
Gandhi and member of a family which participated in the freedom struggle for five
generations. And Maniben Sita, daughter of the great Gandhian Nana Sita, whose family

too contributed several freedom fighters.

It has been the privilege of the Indian community that not only individuals and but

families participated in the struggle for freedom of all the people of South Africa.
E. S. Reddy

New York
December 2013



1963- A Year of Crisis

1963 was a crucial year in South African history.

The apartheid Parliament enacted the “90-day law” authorising the regime to detain
people incommunicado for 90 days at a time without access to families or lawyers.
Hundreds of people suspected of underground activities against the regime were detained.
They were at the mercy of policemen of the “Special Branch” who had been trained in

torture.

The regime hoped to extract confessions and suppress the underground movement —
especially Umkhonto we Sizwe of the ANC which had been responsible for several
hundred acts of sabotage at government buildings and other installations, as well as Poqo,

associated with the Pan Africanist Congress, which resorted to violence in the Cape.

The regime achieved some successes. Pogo was dealt a heavy blow and many of its
members were hanged. Leaders of Umkhonto we Sizwe were captured at Rivonia on 11
July. Mandela, the leader, had already been in prison since early August 1962. The
regime brought them to trial in October 1963 under the “Sabotage Act” which provided
for the death penalty.

The Group Areas Act was being enforced, uprooting communities of non-white
people from their homes in order to remove non-whites from the centre of cities and
towns, and segregate them by “race”. The Indian people suffered most under this Act.
Many Indians were traders or were employed by the traders. They could carry on little

trade in the segregated Indian locations.

Members of the Indian community in the Transvaal observed 15 November 1963 as "a
day of anguish and sorrow in thousands of homes". A statement issued in that connection
said that Indians were entering "a moment of crisis™ caused by the Group Areas Act and
that it was "a solemn and religious duty to say that mass uprooting of people, no matter

what colour, is against all moral and religious scruples™.



More than one hundred Indian school children in Johannesburg were caned for having

stayed away from classes on 15 November.

Earlier that year, the Government Indian high school in Johannesburg was closed in
order to force the Indian families to move to Lenasia, A parents’ committee, with Ahmed
Kathrada as secretary, set up the Central Indian High School — with a faculty including
several leaders of the liberation movement- and many of the students later became

prominent in the liberation struggle at home and abroad.

The regime was at the same time creating separate institutions for different sections of
the population in order to entrench white domination. The Africans were to have
“parliaments” for each ethnic group in scattered reserves combined into what came to be
called “bantustans”. The Coloured people and the Indians would have their councils.
These councils would have very limited powers while the white Parliament would

continue to rule the country.

The Indians were traditionally against such apartheid institutions. They denounced
token representation by whites in the Parliament, which was offered to them in the
“Ghetto Act” of 1946, and it had to be abandoned, while Africans and Coloured people
took part in elections for similar representation. No Indian could be found serve on the
Advisory Board proposed by the Government in 1946, while African leaders continued

for many years to serve on the Natives’ Representative Council, an advisory body.

The regime recognised that it could not hold elections for an Indian Council because of
opposition of the community. Instead, it called over a hundred handpicked Indians to a
meeting on 10-11 December to “consult” on the setting up of an Indian Council
composed of members nominated by the regime. The meeting was held in Laudium, a
segregated location for Indians in Pretoria, and was opened by W.A. Maree, Minister of

Indian Affairs.

The Demonstration



The Transvaal Indian Women’s Association called on women to go to Pretoria on
Tuesday, 10 December, to demonstrate against the imposition of the Group Areas Act and

the conference with unrepresentative Indians.

That date was chosen as it was the anniversary of the adoption of the Universal
Declaration of Human Rights by the United Nations in 1948 and was proclaimed Human
Rights Day. The delegation of South Africa was one of the few who did not vote for that

historic document.

On 9 December, the Association sent a letter to the Prime Minister Dr. Hendrik
Verwoerd, requesting an interview. It said that the Group Areas Act and “the policy of
apartheid in relation to the Indian people” was causing grave concern and agitation in the

Indian community.

“As mothers and women we face a bleak future.

“Under the Group Areas Act our people are being deprived of their homes,
means of livelihood and property.

“Hundreds of families in Johannesburg, Pretoria and other parts of the province
are living under notice and the force of law is being applied to drive us into
isolated ghettoes....

“The policy of Group Areas is bringing misery, loss of self-respect and human
dignity, poverty and squalor.

“We have no confidence in the Minister of Indian Affairs. He is impotent to
redress our just and legitimate grievances. Instead of meeting the demands of the
Indian people he is looking for ‘yes-men’ and stooges to implement the policy of
apartheid against our unanimous wishes.”

About five hundred Indian women from all over the Transvaal, some carrying babies,
arrived in Pretoria on 10 December, on what was called a pilgrimage, wearing white saris
as a sign of mourning. They met at a temple in the Asiatic Bazaar for prayers. They said

in the prayers:

“Oh, God, grant us understanding, wisdom, guidance and love. We have
gathered here to beseech Thee, God, to give us strength against unjust laws that
deny us human dignity and self-respect.”

Several policemen were seen moving among them and taking notes.



After the prayers, the women went to the Union Buildings in buses. Each woman

carried a letter to the Prime Minister with her signature. It read:

"The ruthless application of apartheid is causing grave concern to our people.
Its implementation in the form of group areas, job reservation and other measures
involves loss of homes, impoverishment and assault on our dignity and self-
respect.

"As a woman, | request you to take steps that will restore security to a people
whose only ‘crime’ is colour and race.

“Significantly, my representation to you is on December 10™, which is Human
Rights Day. A change of policy on your part might even restore confidence and
respect for our country throughout the world.”

Police tried to prevent the women from leaving the buses. But many of them managed
to break through the police cordon shortly after noon and rushed to the West Gate of the

Union Buildings leading to the offices of the Ministers.

When Mrs. Z. Saley of Krugersdorp was running to the Union Buildings, a police dog

knocked her to the ground and she fainted.

Finding the gate locked, the women threw their memoranda through the gate and began
to sing and shout slogans asking to see the Prime Minister. They were perhaps unaware

that the Prime Minister was in Cape Town.

Police warned them to move to the other side of the road. They moved and sat down
under the trees on that hot day. Soon, the police brought reinforcements and about ten

police dogs with their handlers.
The dogs grabbed and pulled the saris of the women and several saris were torn.

“Mrs. Hava Saloojee, a 40-year-old Johannesburg woman, said she was bitten
by a dog on the right arm. Miss Tilly Shireen, a deaf and dumb girl from Nigel,
had a scratch on the left foot after a dog had leapt on her.



“Another dog leapt and pulled Miss Sayboon Motala, of Johannesburg, by her
dress. But she escaped unscathed.

“A woman who was being pushed in the stomach pleaded: ‘Please, I am
expecting. Don’t push me around like that.’

“Miss Hajara Asvat was arrested as the woman was entering the grounds of the
Union Buildings. But later, she was released after her name and address had been
taken by the police.

“The women generally, remained calm and restrained and chanted: ‘We just
want to see Dr. Verwoerd.”” (Post, 15 December 1963).

The women left after 2.00 p.m. and returned to their buses.



The Star, Johannesburg, 10 December 1963







Verwoerd’
- _meets
. Indians

today

Staff Reporter
NDIAN women from all
over the Transvaal will

travel to Pretoria at their
OWn request to see the Prime
Minister, Dr. Verwoerd, at

midday today. i

In their letter of reques; they!
“szid that the Group Areas Act/
and “the policy of apartheid inj
relation to the Indian people” was,
causing grave concern and agita-|
tion to the Indian community. i

“As mothers and women we face!
2 bleak future,” the letter said, |

“Under the Group Areas Act our|
Deople are being depriveg of their’
omes, means of livelihood and/
property. i
“Hundreds of families in Jo-
hannesburz, Pretoria and other
baris of the province are living
under notice and the force of law
3s being applied to drive us inig
isolated ghettoes,”

|
Bringing misery |

The policy of Group Areas \vas(
brinzing misery. loss of self-respect,
aRd human dignity, poverty andg/
&qualor. }

“We have na confidence in the
Minister of Indian Affairs” the
letter added. “He is impotent tdf|
Tedress our just and lezitimate |
grievances. Instead of meeting the|
demands of the Ingdian people he!
38 looking for ‘Yes-men' and
stoozes to implement the policy of
apartheid against our unanimous |
wishes " i

i

When the women arrive in Pre-.
toria they will hold a prayer meet-g
ing in the Asiatic Bazaar before
walking to the Union Buildings. |
Special buses will take the!
women from Johannesburz to Pre.
toria where they will meet women
Irom Lenasia, Landium, Venters-
dorp, Evaton, Leslie and Kliptown,
They will wear white saris as
4 sign of mourning and each will
CRITY 2 lquer addressed to the
I:;Ame Minister. o



Dogs grab saris

OLICE DOGS IN PRETORIA TODAY grabbed the saris
of two Indian women—one of whom fainted. The
women had gone to Union Buildings to hand in protests
against the Group Areas Act, and soon after this incident
they left and returned to their buses. All dressed in white
(the Indian colour for mourning) they had come from

| Klerksdorp, Krugersdorp. Springs, Randfontein, Potchefstroom |

Land Johannesburg.
!

| coincide with a conference being

After reaching the Union Build-|addressed in the near-by JIndian

iings. they demanded to see a|township of

by

the

[Cabinet Minister. but without| Minister of Indian Affairs, Mr

]result. So they threw through | Maree.
% Pictures and Mr.
speech on Page Three,

the locked gates letters which
each of them was carrying. ¢
The letters said that the)
ruthless application of apart,heids
was causing grave concern to the
‘Indiart people. Its Hmplementa-
tion in the form of Group
Areas, job reservation and other |
measures involved the loss of:
homes livelihood and property
‘and also resulted in “impoverish-
ment and destitution.”
There were several brisk alter-
! cations between the leaders of
{the women and police officers,
One of the Johannesburg buses:
jcarrying about 50 white-saried |
.women, was turned back by a
! senior officer. When the women
!tried to leave the bus around a
corner, they were warned not Lo
alight. The bus then left towards
Pretoria with a Security Branch|
car in its wake. !
The demonstration was timed tol

Maree's

£ wanTED |

i
|
1
|
|
|
!

R
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i They managed to slip in

| TO SEE |
VERWOERD

i
\ FEW score Indian women 5
I

from eight buses
various Transvaal tow:s r?;x);:-
trated a police cordon around
Union - Buildings just after
noon today, and demanded to
see Dr. Verwoerd. They stood
before the locked gates at, the
West wing of the buildings,

hundreds of petitions ains
t

the application of th e o
Areas Act. s
Squads of Secarity Branch
men and dog handlers,
guqrdg:d all entrances to Union
Buildings and most of the
women were turned back. |
“J;l;gxe Women, all dressed in |
e, were protesting against, |
hardships under the A‘ﬁ‘ {

{
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Rand Daily Mail, Johannesburg, 11 December 1963



| diSpersed
- by dogs

Pretoria Reportet
OLICE dogs helped break
up a demonstration by -

+ Buildings in Pretoria yester-
day. The women, dressed in
white saris, had come to

_ protest to the Prime Minister

“.about the Group Areas Act.

-, “They gathered from many parts
of the Transvaal at an Indian

temple in the Asian bazaar at 11
am. After a prayer, buses took
- them to the Union Buildings.

Earlier in the morning road-
blocks on the Johannesburg road
and at Laudiurg checked cars and
other vehicles travelling to Pre- -
toria.

".- SWARMED OUT

' In Church Street, below the
Union Buildings, several policemen
and 'Special Branch detectives,
assisted by a police dog, tried to
stop the women leaving the buses.
but they swarmed out. <

The women entered the grounds
and walked up towards the build-
ings. At the head of a stairway,
police again tried to stop them.

They- broke past the police and
continued up through the gardens
. to. the western entrance, where
po]lce had closed an iron gate.
- Three of them stood - guard in
front of the gate.

- DOGS LUNGED

. Protesting “He'is our Prime
Minister as well as yours,” the
women scrambled around the————
gates throwing pamphlets over
- the top.

They were warned to retreat
to the opposite side of the road.
There they sat under a line of
_trees. Soon after, police with
" ‘more dogs arrived.

° The" dogs, on long Ileashes,
lunged at the women and forced
them to move away. Just. before

2 p.m. they walked back through
the gardens and boarded the
——(huses, They were driven to the
Asiatic Bazaar, where they dis-
persed.

IMPOVERISHED

The memoranda which were
to have been submitted to Dr.
Verwoerd read:

“The ruthless application of the
[policy of apartheid is causing
grave concern to our people. Its
|implementation in the form of|
Igroup areas, job reservation and |
jother measures involver loss of)
‘homes, impoverishment and as-|
'sault on our dignity and self- l
respect.

several hundred Indian:,
-women outside the Union.

" A police constable, with his dog, talks 10 & ocrowd. of Indian
women who ' entered the -Union Building grounds‘yesfvﬂ'dfw-
Several dogs were used to force the women away i‘

INDIANS To ;
CO-OPERATE

PRETORIA REPORTER

i

HE Minister of Indian Affairs, Mr. Maree, ' yesterday

warned a conference of 100 Indians in Pretoria that

if the “necessary co-operation” was not forthcoming from

the Indian community he would administer their affairs
in the way he thought fit.

The conference, which will con-

;

T I
this adjustment of outlook am:?{

its followers, who for many year,
tinue today, was called by Mr.jcaid ¢

{Maree to discuss the establishment |
of a natmna] Tndxan Councl

he Indians were a foref8n
| people who should go back to thexr
wown country.” (



eman grapples with
woman. Hundreds
en were trying to
[the TUnion Buildings
protest against the
Areas Act yesterday.
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WANTED BY‘ Protest By Women

- _bout 500 Indian women from various parts’ of -the
Transvaal yesterday walked through police cordons rou
the Union Buildings but were stopped at the west wing
gate by police when they came to protest about the

! epolication of the Group Areas Act.




Post, 15 December 1963



TUESDAY, DECEMBER 10, will be re- .
membered as_the day-300. indian-women
tried to see Dr. Verwoerd.

The women—of all faiths and from afl parts of
the Transvaal — braved police dogs when they
went to Pretoria’s Union Buildings in a bid to
demonstrate before the Prime Minister their dis-
approval of the application of the Group Areas
Act.

The women — most of them draped in white
saris and some carrying babies in their orms —
were orderly and peaceful os they converged at
the Asiatic Bozear Temple in Pretoria.

The demonstration began with o prayer at the
Temple.

"Oh, God, grant us understanding, wisdom, gui-
donce and love,” they said in their prayer. “We
have gathered here to beseech Thee, God, to give
us strength agoinst unjust laws that deny us
human dignity and self-respect.””

Security Police mingled with the women and
took down notes as the proyer was being said,

After the short service, the women were con-
veyed to the Union Buildings in a fleet of buses.

HOWLING DOGS

In stifling heat at the Union Buildings, women
broke through police cordons and eventually
reached the buildings with dogs howling ot them.

Police reinforcements and more dogs were
brought os the women attempted to enter the
Government offices to put their case before the
Prime Minister, Dr. Verwoerd, himself. '

Several women complained that police dogs had
been set upon them,

Mrs, Hava Saloojee, o 40-year-old Johannes-
burg woman, she was bitten by o dog on the
right arm. Miss Tilly Shireen, a deof ond dumb
girl from Nigel, had o scratch on the left foot
after a dog had leapt at her.

Another dog leapt and pulled Miss Sayboon
Motola, of Johannesburg, by her dress. But she
escaped unscathed.

A woman who was being pushed in the stomach
pleaded: “Please, | am expecting. Don’t push me
around like that.”

Miss Hajara Aswat was arrested as the women
were entering the grounds of the Union Build-
ings. But later, she was released after her name
and address had been taken by the police,

The women, gencrally, remained colm and
restrained and often chonted: “We just want to
see Dr. Verwoerd.”

In the letter which formed the basis of their
memorandum, the women decried “the ruthless
application of the policy of apartheid” as “caus-
ing grave concern to our people”,

““Its implementation in the form of Group Areas,
Job R tion,” declored , “in-
volves loss of homes, means of livelihood and
property; i ish destitution and misery;
and on assoult on our dignity and self-respect.””

It also decries the isolation of Indian people
from the main stream of social and economic
life as being ““devoid of any justice. It can mever
be substantioted on @ moral basis.”

N0 Weering white saris,

the women came from ofl_parts of the 'Ifgc-sv‘a-l. .




Sunday Express, 15 December 1963

YHE dramatic pictures on
— this page were taken on
Tuesday  when 400 Indian
women  marched  into  the |
grounds of Pretoria’s  Union
Buildings. !

Wearing . white saris  and |
dresses — a sign of moncning
~ the women were denton-
Strating  sgainst the  Group
Arcas Act.

In spite of strong apposition i
from Security Branch wmen and
dog  handlers, the  women |
reached the West wing en-
tranee, ;

- Severnl saris swere (orn, one
woman fuinted, and at feust
two women weee bitlon,

Que  young Indian  givl
Bquared up (o 4 young police-
mat #fter She had Knocked his
hat off (pictures right),

But the policeman tactfully Sl
declined the spar and walked - 5 : T RS
Bway shaking his head. BE 3 L e Sy m
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x...n,\m..u.ggs.. came when an |
a pollce dog on the nose with her
‘Ea.n_.n?-_; —"Wnaw Eg.nnga.g

poliveman jerked

dog awny.
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Article in Black Sash, December 1963/February 1964

POLICE DOGS AND THE INDIAN COMMUNITY

ON HUMAN RIGHTS DAY, December 10th, 1963, several hundred Indian women from

all over the Transvaal travelled to Pretoria to present a letter to the Prime Minister,
protesting about the Group Areas Act and its effects upon the South African Indian com-
munity, Wearing white saris as a sign of mourning, they gathered at an Indian temple in
the Asiatic bazaar for prayers, after which buses carried them to the Union Buildings.

They did not see the Prime Minister, Instead, according to Press reports, after various
attempts had been made by the police to prevent them from reaching the Union Buildings,
they were dispersed by police dogs. '

Their letter to the Prime Winister, a capy of Observance Act of 1898, [t is inconceivable that
which was carried by each woman, read as fol- the pelice would have taken such drastic action
laws: against an awdience of Whites and they certainly

“The ruthless application of the policy of apart- would not have used dogs in the affair. After all
heid is causing grave concern to our people. [is this the charges have ben dropped and the hun-
implementation in the form of group areas, job dred or so Indians who had paid admission-of-guilt
reservation and other measures involves loss of fines have had their money returned to them, but
homes, impoverishment, and assault on eur dignity apparently without a word of apology or sxplan-
and self-respect. nation,

MAs a woman I reguest you to take steps that “Another unpleasant incident occurred at the
will restore security {6 & people whose only ‘crime’ Union Buildings last week when Indian women,
is colour and race. making an orderly march with the object of de-

“Bignificantly, my representation fo you is on livering a protest to the Prime Minister, were dis-
December 10th, which is FHuman Rights Day. A persed by police dogs. Iz the Minister for Indian
change of policy on your part might aven restore Affairs happy about this sort of treéatment at a
confidence and respect for our country through: time when he is supposed {0 be trying to win
out the world,” Indisn  support for his Advisory Council? Could

This was not the first occasion upon which he not see to it that Indians, too, receive a little
police dogs had heen used against the Indian com- more consideration?
munity, About a week previously, dogs were used “This ecavaligr attitude on the part of the
to disperse & crowd of friends and relatives of authorities will be viewed by Indians against the
people arrested at an Indian theatre under the backeround. of perseention tq which they are sub-
Sunday Observance Act. jected under a Group Areas Act that is driving

The “Rand Daily Mail” commented on these two them from long-established homes and businesses,
incitlents as follows: They form a most law-abiding group which seeks

nothing but peacefu] co-existence and yet they
are treated with disdain as a voiceless minority

Why bully them?

WIPHERE are indications that, since the shock with few rights and even fewer feelings.”
of Sharpeville, the police have tried hard to i

put their relai)ions with Africans on a better foot- Black Sash protest.
ing. Our racial laws make it certain that there ON the 18th December, a deputation of fourteen
will always be a kind of “cold war” between the meribers of the Black Sash visited the Union
African and the awthorities, but on the whole Buildings te lodge a protest against the (reatment
conditions have improved. The change in the liquor meted put to the Indian women. In a statement to
laws has made a big difference, ralding for passes the Press, Mrs. Jean Sinclair, the National Presi-
has heen reduced and official directives to bear dent of the Black Sash, said:
down less severely on the law-abiding African “Indian women came jn peace and in orderly
have had some effect, fashion on Human Rights Day to make, their or-

“But the Indian scems to have gained little derly protest to the Government. They were met
benefit from this more reasonakble poficy, Ten days by police dogs and roadblocks, and subjected to
&go the police swooped on an Indian tinema and treatment undeserved by aity woman.”
arrested the promoters of the performanee and After handing the following letter, addressed to
the entive audience on charges under the Sunday the Prime Minister, who was away on holiday, to

The Blachk Sash, December, 1963/February, 1964 | 24 Die Swart Serp, Desember 1963/ Februarie 1984
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a clerk in his office, the fourteen women stood in
silence at the entrance to the Union Buildings, the
scene of many earlier Black Sash vigils and
protests,

Presenting legitimate grievances.
“THE. BLACK SASH read with dismay the
Press reports of the reception given to
Indian women who went to Pretoria to deliver a
letter of protest to a member of the Cabinet,

“It is traditional for South African citizens to
go to the Union Buildings to present their legiti-
mate grievances to the Government. We regard
it as a sad commentary on the South African
situation that the Government sees a peaceful
protest by women as a serious threat to law and
order, These women who had started by praying
for the success of their mission, were met by
road blocks, armed police and trained police dogs.

“We have been given to understand that our
police force use these animals for the apprehen-
sion of criminals and the breaking up of unruly
crowds. Are we to assume that this group of
women, elegantly dressed in white saris, (a sign
of mourning), presented such a physical threat
that they had to be confronted by unsympathetic
police and their dogs? Were all these precautions
necessary to prevent women from delivering a
letter to a member of your Cabinet?

“The Government believes that its policy of
Apartheid is the only way to preserye White
civilization in this country. Methods such as the
police used in Pretoria on Human Rights Day may

BROWN BREAD

ﬁs THEY SAY — 4
‘ HALF LOAF IS BETTER
THAN CRUMBS

by Bob Connolly

(Rand Daily Mail)

The Black Sash, December, 1963/February, 1964
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REDUCED TO FEAR AND TEARS

READ with amazement and anger of the

action taken by the police in Fordsburg
on Sunday when they rounded up Indian
men, women and children for attending a
cinema show given in the aid of a good cause,
The women and children in the audience
were reduced to fear and tears by being
bundled into pick.up wvans and by the
presence of police dogs at the police station.

Without entering into the legal question as
to whether or not any offence was committed
by any of them, was this the way to handle
the situation? Would they have dared to do
this with a White audience on a Sunday in a
Johannesburg cinema?

Is this good race relations’—QUINTIN
WHYTE, Director, South African Institute of
Race Relations (Inc.).

(Rand Daily Mail}

preserve White supremacy for a time but they will
surely sacrifice the ideals of Western Civilization.
“As an organization of women with a deep con-
cern for the welfare of the Republic of South
Africa and ail its people, we lodge a strenuocus
protest against such inhuman and unjust treat-
ment meted out to South African citizens.”

Preserving White Civilization.

AN official letter from the Black Sash on similar
=7 lines, signed by Mrs. Sinclair, was sub-
sequently published by the “Star”, The letter con-
cluded:

"“To what extent was this group of women . . .
belonging to a race which believes implicitly in
passive resistance, such a physical threat they
they had to be controlled by dogs held on long
leashes by the police?

“The Government believes that its policy of
apartheid is the only way to preserve White eivili-
zation in this country. If means such as the police
used in Pretosia on December 10th are fo be em-
ployed to this end, one cannot but ask whether
such a civilization is worthy of preservation.

*The late Mr, Jan Hofmeyr said many years ago
that he feared that in the effort to preserve White
civilization in this country we would sacrifice the
ideals of Western civilization. The time is long
overdue when White South Africans should ask
themselves whether this is not exactly what is
happening to us.”

(Continued overleaf)

Die Swart Serp, Desember 1963/Februarie 1964



