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20
TH

 ANNIVERARY OF ATTEMPT AT COUNTER REVOLUTION IN 

TIANANMEN SQUARE IN 1989 

 

 
Introduction: 

 At first it did not register. I mean the repeated articles on the happenings in .Tiananmen 

Square. Then it clicked. It was the 2oth anniversary of the attempted counter revolution. 

By and large most of the articles predictably dealt with what they called the suppression 

of pro-democracy movement of students and the “massacre of hundreds if not thousands” 

by the army. 

 

I then came across an article on the 1989 events which was different from the main run. 

On reading it, I felt something familiar about it. Its thrust and theme coincided with an 

article in Apdusa Views No 28 published in October 1989. 

This article was a polemical response to an article published in a journal called 

“Solidarity. This publication was the official mouthpiece of “The Cape Action League” 

whose successor is WOSA. 

 

I read through the article and with all due modesty state that I found it fresh and relevant. 

 

We then decided to publish it together with further research which was carried out in 

1989. The additional material reinforces the claims made in the body of the article. 

 

Also, as a special tribute to the Great Chinese Revolution which gave birth to the giant in 

the East, we publish the article mentioned above. That article has much greater depth and 

insight than our modest offering. 
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TIANANMEN SQUARE 

 

SCENE OF ARBORTIVE COUNTER- REVOLUTION IN CHINA
1
 

 

 

 

 

Because of an international conspiracy to falsify events in China, most of this issue will be devoted to 

dealing with this topic. It is necessary to counter the avalanche of propaganda let loose by imperialism 

and its running dogs. 

 

Background: 

 

1. Imperialism has neither forgotten nor forgiven the Communist Party of China for waging a successful 

armed struggle against it and its local lackeys over a period of about 25 years. On the 1st October 1949, 

the most populous country in the world wrenched itself free from the orbit of imperialism and set itself 

as the model and principal supporter of the anti-colonial and anti-imperialist struggle in the third world. 

 

2. The very existence of People's China posed a deadly threat to the colonial and imperialist powers. 

Therefore these powers lost no opportunity in belittling China's efforts to lift itself by the bootstraps 

from the terrible legacy left to it by imperialism - a legacy of unbelievable poverty, disease, 

underdevelopment and dark and cruel medievalism in social relations. 

 

When, for example, China was able, for the first time in living memory, to feed and clothe all her 

people, imperialism sneered at the effort. It disparaged what it regarded as "drab, sexless and uniform 

style of dress". Even the colour of the clothes was not spared. The Chinese people were referred to as the 

"Blue Ants". 

Errors were magnified to look like disasters. The fight against the bureaucracy 

 

 (The Great Proletarian Cultural Revolution) was described as insanity. There was nothing that People's 

China could do to escape condemnation. The model of an impoverished nation making a superhuman 

effort to overcome its legacy of backwardness had to be ridiculed out of existence. The hatred for 

People's China was so great in the ruling circles of the U.S. that the counter-revolutionary China Lobby 

was able to give birth to the monster of McCarthyism. 

 

3. We must not be misled by the fact that trade relations exist between China and imperialist countries; 

that there are cordial visits by heads of state to and from China or that diplomatic relations have been 

established. These are products of the profit motive, trade for necessities and foreign exchange, the Cold 

War considerations and the like. 

 

4. The hatred has been nursed over the decades and therefore when the opportunity presented itself in 

May-June 1989, imperialism moved in for the kill. The whole bourgeios world was swept into a frenzy. 

Emotionally charged headlines like "BLOOD BATH IN BEIJING". "BUTCHER OF BEIJING" set the 

tone for the reporting and writing of articles. "Newsweek", "Time Magazine" "Voice of America" etc. 

(heavy propaganda artillery pieces) vied with liberal journals (e.g. 

"The Observer") and the "objective" BBC in painting the most lurid picture of the events in China. The 

local liberal press dutifully took its cue from its imperialist masters. Even the pompous John Bishop of 

the SA TV and his female underlings wailed about the fate of the "pro democracy" students while at the 

same time keeping silent on the rape of the genuine pro democracy movement in S.A. 

 

                                                 
1
 The section on the events of 1989 which appeared in Apdusa Views No 28 October 1989. The heading  has been re- 

formulated. Editor 
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5. The powerful propaganda machine of the imperialists went all out to present the events in China as a 

conflict between the "heroic pro-democracy students" and the "undemocratic and dictatorial 

gerontocracy" consisting of the leadership of the Communist Party. The obvious purpose of this 

campaign was to evoke blind and emotive sympathy for the students and a loathing for the government 

of People's China. 

 

6. For the imperialists the propaganda campaign was highly successful. Many people and organisations 

swallowed the propaganda without a second thought. 

Having become surfeit with this propaganda, they were not interested in wanting to find out what the 

Communist Party of China had to say about the matter. 

Their minds were made up irretrievably. 

 

(a) The Stalinist Communist Parties of Italy, Spain and England, more concerned about warding off 

attacks on themselves and wishing to preserve a democratic visage than ascertaining the truth, publicly 

condemned China. Proletarian Internationalism was cast to the winds. 

 

 

(b) The "New Nation" pretends to attack the Communist Party of China from the "Left". The end result 

is the same as that sought by imperialism - the overthrow of Deng Xiaoping, Li Peng and the 

Communist Party. It is our hope to deal with the approach of the "New Nation" in some detail in a future 

issue of APDUSA VIEWS. 

 

(c) A late-comer to join the bandwagon which imperialism has set in motion against China, is the Dalai 

Lama. He is described as the god king and spiritual leader of the Tibetans. In truth, the Dalai Lama 

represents theocracy - backward and reactionary. As for the man himself, he has not done a day's honest 

labour in his life, the last thirty years of which he has spent plotting against People's China from India. 

For this kind of labour he was awarded the Nobel Peace Prize. 

So blatant is the anti-communist motive behind the award that even the liberals are embarrassed. Hence 

the Editor of the "Natal Witness" criticizes the granting of the award and sarcastically remarks: "We are 

puzzled!" 

 

To show his gratitude for the award, and no doubt hoping for more, the Dalai Lama states: ". .we want to 

show solidarity with those Chinese students who are working for democracy and freedom." Theocracy, 

the rule by the priestly caste is the direct antithesis of democracy which is the rule by the people at large. 

Money can do many things, including making a person act against his own caste - at least in words only 

in this case. 

 

(d) Lastly for our purposes, the joining of CAL, through its mouthpiece, "Solidarity", in the anti-China 

crusade. Two centre pages of this newspaper of the August 1989 issue are devoted wholly to a savage 

attack on China. The contents and tone of the article have left imperialism to desire nothing more. 

Imperialism will no doubt recognize its own handiwork in the article. The writer has done no more than 

to regurgitate the propaganda muck he/she had swallowed from the imperialist press, directly or 

indirectly. 

 

There is no pretence of objectivity or research and indeed there was none. As will be shown later, facts 

favourable to the Chinese Government or those which place the students in a bad light have been 

deliberately left out. The article is a good example of journalism of the worst kind. 

 

7. WHAT REALLY HAPPENED IN CHINA? 

 

Because of the conspiracy to discredit China, there is very little by way of independent reporting. As for 

the official Chinese version, we have no access to it. 

Notwithstanding this handicap, we have been able to extract certain facts from  
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the very propaganda itself - facts which have been allowed to slip through unwittingly. We have said 

that we intend dealing with China in greater detail in the near future. When doing this we will also deal 

with China's policy of introducing limited capitalism and inviting foreign capital. Suffice it to state at 

this stage that the Chinese were by no means original in this approach. Lenin advocated similar 

measures some 70 years ago to try and solve problems facing the first worker's state in the world. Those 

problems were in essence the same facing China today. 

 

(a) There can be no doubt that initially, the students and workers correctly expressed the opposition of 

the people against the practice of graft, corruption and nepotism. A usual concomitant of these vices is 

the tendency to suppress the truth. Hence the opposition to the freedom of press was also fully justified. 

 

(b) The first wave of protests carried with it slogans like: "Support the correct policies of the Communist 

Party"; "Support Socialism" and "Long Live the Party". The Politbureau praised the protesters for their 

patriotism and their opposition to corruption. Not only were the students allowed to protest but their 

protests were accepted and praised. 

 

(c) These protesters were soon eclipsed by a different type altogether. 

Instead of singing the "Internationale", the epigones preferred worshipping their own brand of the Statue 

of Liberty. The recognized leader of this breed of students was one Wuer Kaixi.
2
 

 

(d) What sort of person was Wuer Kaixi? He was a first year university student who was caught up by 

events and thrown to the forefront. 

According to "Newsweek" Wuer kaixi likes being a star. How does he view the protests? According to 

him: "This is fun, isn't it?" He is very conscious of his position. Hence: "The march to Tiananmen 

happened after I issued an order." He is unashamed and a complete stranger to modesty: "If they arrest 

me, I'm not afraid for myself. I'm just afraid of the loss it would cause to our movement." 

 

As it happened he WAS afraid for himself. He escaped from China through a network set up by 

imperialism. He has presently become the favourite lapdog of the American and European bourgeoisie. 

He is singing for his "supper" by narrating horror stories of Chinese communism - exactly what his hosts 

want to hear. Wuer kaixi may not realize it but he is there on borrowed time. Soon his horror stories will 

become stale and boring. Soon his erstwhile listeners will always not be at home to receive him. Soon he 

will be avoided like a pest. 

Then he will be cast to the army of refugees where he will forever be complaining about the ingratitude 

of the world towards a hero who tried to save humanity from the evils of communism. 

 

Wuer kaixi, shallow and superficial, a flair for theatrics and demagoguery, arrogant and dangerously 

irresponsible, represented the degeneration of an authentic and legitimate protest by students and 

workers. 

 

(e) However, behind the Wuerkaixis, lurked the adults who used students for counter-revolutionary 

purposes. One such person is Fang Lizhi,* the astrophysicist. He is not a young fool like Wuer Kaixi. He 

is a seasoned counter-revolutionary. His connection with CIA goes as far back as the time George Bush 

was ambassador to China. He was expelled from the Communist Party for fomenting student rebellion in 

1986. That he is highly regarded by American imperialism is borne out by the fact that he was invited to 

dinner by George Bush when the latter visited China in 1988. It is also borne out by the fact that at 

present Fang Lizhi is in the U.S. Embassy in China as a refugee and most certainly as an honoured 

guest. 

 

As far as Marxism-Leninism goes, this renegade is out to impress his new friends how complete his 

apostasy has become: 

                                                 
2
 Also spelt” Wu’er Kaixi” or” Wuer kaixi”  
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"I would not call Marxism-Leninism empty - to physicists emptiness is an interesting concept. The word 

trivial is the only word that will do." 

 

(f) So what began as a genuine protest against the vices practised by the bureaucracy and the 

suppression of the press was soon taken over by reactionaries and counter-revolutionaries. 

 

(g) "Solidarity" is completely silent on these vital aspects of the events, not because the writer of the 

article did not know. These facts are to be found in the very articles from which he/she drew so heavily. 

If not there, then in any of popular international journals dealing with China. The conclusion is 

inescapable - the omission is DELIBERATE! As they say in the world of journalism when criticizing 

dirty journalism - "Why let facts spoil a good smear!" 

 

(h) "Solidarity" is equally silent on a number of features which if presented, would shed a different light 

on the events: 

 

(i) No mention is made of the extraordinary patience and tolerance shown by the Chinese Government 

towards the protesters. Large numbers of students - ranging from tens of thousands to hundreds of 

thousands - continued to occupy Tiananmen Square 

 

-He is the second person, in the last two months, to receive imperialism's awards given to enemies of 

people's China. Fang has been awarded the Robert Kennedy Memorial Human Rights Award (Natal 

Witness 20-10-1989). 

 

even after being told to disperse. For seven weeks the protesters occupied the Square! The question is : 

How many governments in the world would tolerate such open defiance, bearing in mind that the 

government offices are situated on the perimeter of the Square. 

 

(ii) No mention is made of the repeated attempts made by the government to defuse the situation by 

making appeals, meeting the students and listening to their grievances. We will also recall how the 

government had had to tolerate arrogant demands from the students like the setting up of a body of 

arbitrators, equal access to the press and so on. This from students who were totally inexperienced in 

matters of ideology and government. 

 

(iii) The physical attacks of unarmed members of the militia who were sent to persuade the students to 

disperse. 

 

iv) What of the petrol bombs hurled against the army? How come they had petrol bombs with them? 

 

The more one studies the events in China, the more one is convinced that those controlling the students 

wanted a showdown at any cost. Regardless of what the leadership of the Communist Party tried to do to 

avert bloodshed, those who wanted a confrontation got their way in the end. The issue was no longer one 

of complaints against corruption etc; it was the very existence of the system which became the issue. 

And to replace it with what?? Fang Lizhi and company are not socialists. That is abundantly clear. The 

demonstrators claim that they drew their inspiration from the civil rights movement in the U.S., from 

Gandhi, Thoreau, Voltaire and the South Korean students. 

The United States of America is their model and hence they worship the Goddess of Democracy, alias 

the Statue of Liberty. In the context of the Chinese situation and the calibre of the leadership of the 

demonstrators, that goddess is bound to turn out to be the whore of a democracy which is formal, empty 

and totally devoid of socio-economic content. 

 

The imperialists and other China-Haters had hoped for a full scale civil war in China. There was talk 

about coup d'etats, seeking assistance of the Kuomingtang of Taiwan etc. 
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According to the "Economist" of 10 June 1989:- 

 

". . .there was only one glimmer of hope. The murderous brutality of troops which took Tiananmen 

Square from the students. .provoked not only incoherent rage of the Chinese people but also a more 

organized resistance by those parts of the army and Communist Party that had opposed martial law " 

(Our emphasis) 

 

7"Solidarity" seemed to have wished on the same wishbone: 

 

"Action is the power workers have to bring the economy and its rulers to their bloody (sic) knees." 

 

(k) The all important question is: If Deng and his comrades are removed from power, if the regime is 

brought to its "bloody" knees and if the 47 million member Communist Party is defeated, who will take 

power in China? Which other organisation is capable of governing a country the size of a continent and 

having a population of over one billion people? Surely not Fang Lizhi with all his fascination for 

emptiness? 

Wuer kaixi? But seriously, who? 

 

There is no answer. All the reactionary students wanted, as did imperialism and bandwagon passengers, 

like "Solidarity" was for the power of Chinese Communist Party to be broken. And the consequences? It 

mattered little that there would be chaos, fragmentation of China, overthrow of the Socialist system. 

 

CONCLUSION 

 

When proletarian internationalism is thrown overboard, an organisation loses its moorings and will find 

itself in the same bed as imperialism, reactionaries like the Dalai Lama, the SA TV and the like. 

 

 

THE AFTERMATH: 

 

With the passage of time further evidence emerged about the counter- revolutionary motives of the 

breed of the Wuer Kaixis of the student movement. 

 

One of the most telling piece of evidence is the “acclaimed” documentary named “GATE OF 

HEAVENLY PEACE” 
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