
Media Report for 28 August 2012 

In the news today various news agencies including Cape Argus, SABC News, Daily 

Dispatch, The Mercury, The Herald, Die burger and Sky News report: “Acclaimed Cape 

teacher and anti-apartheid Struggle veteran Dr Neville Alexander has died following a battle 

with cancer. He was an acclaimed linguist, multilingualism activist and academic. In a 

statement yesterday, UCT paid tribute to Alexander, saying that the university was deeply 

saddened by his death. „Neville Alexander was an opinion maker all his life. As such he 

contributed richly not only to dialogues at UCT, but also to South Africa in its formative 

years as a new democracy, said Gerda Kruger, UCT's executive director of communications.” 

(Pg.5 and Pg.4 respectively) 

http://www.uct.ac.za/downloads/email/SABC3DeathofNevilleAlexande28Augu.avi 

http://www.uct.ac.za/downloads/email/SABC2deathofDrNevilleAlexander27Aug.avi 

http://www.uct.ac.za/downloads/email/TalkRadioFmDeathofProfneville28August.mp3  

Similarly, Daily Maverick reports: “Neville Alexander died on Monday after a crippling, 

albeit brief battle with lung cancer. But even as messages of tribute pour in from around the 

country, the real contribution of Alexander to the country cannot be quantified simply. 

Khadija Patel spoke with people who knew him to find out how they thought he would be 

remembered.” (Online) 

Various news agencies including Cape Argus, Cape Times, The Mercury and Business Report 

report: “The window of opportunity to deal with the crisis of poverty and inequality will not 

last forever, UCT acting Pro-Vice Chancellor Francis Wilson warned yesterday. Addressing 

the Cape Town Press Club before a major conference on poverty alleviation at UCT next 

week, Wilson said urgent action was needed to turn „the big ship‟ of poverty around.  UCT 

Vice-Chancellor Dr Max Price, told the press club, that SA could expect „Arab Spring‟ 

uprisings if it did not address the crisis. Price said particular attention must be paid to young 

black males, who comprised „a boiling cauldron‟ of discontent.” (Pg.2, Pg.4, Pg.2 and Pg.17 

respectively) 

http://www.uct.ac.za/downloads/email/CapeTalkPovertandInequalityDrMax28Augu.mp3  

Similarly, Cape Talk Radio interviewed Francis Wilson about the conference on poverty and 

inequality that will be held at UCT next week. 

http://www.uct.ac.za/downloads/email/CapeTalkRadioDiscussiononPovert27Aug.mp3  

SABC3‟s 3Talk with Noleen held a discussion with about the participation of women in 

science. UCT Dr Sindiso Mnisi-Weeks is interviewed. 

http://www.uct.ac.za/downloads/email/3TalkSindisoMnisiWeeks.28Aug2012.avi  

Cape Talk radio held a discussion about the research project between Stellenbosch University 

and UCT which analysed the brain activity of tik abusers and those who never abused drugs. 

Dr Stefan du Plessis, one of the researchers from Stellenbosch University‟s department of 

psychiatry, said the study, which investigated the effects of tik on the brain, also found that 

abusers battled with attention control and were impulsive. 

http://www.uct.ac.za/downloads/email/CapeTalkRadioPovertyandinequality27Aug.mp3 

In the news yesterday Public Eye reported: “It took the loss of an 11-year-old farm worker‟s 

leg for farmers in South Africa‟s Western Cape Province to belatedly heed legislation 

outlawing child workers, but the consequences of respecting the law has had adverse and 

unintended effects on those it seeks to protect. The unpalatable truth is that child labour is a 

http://www.uct.ac.za/downloads/email/SABC3DeathofNevilleAlexande28Augu.avi
http://www.uct.ac.za/downloads/email/SABC2deathofDrNevilleAlexander27Aug.avi
http://www.uct.ac.za/downloads/email/TalkRadioFmDeathofProfneville28August.mp3
http://www.uct.ac.za/downloads/email/CapeTalkPovertandInequalityDrMax28Augu.mp3
http://www.uct.ac.za/downloads/email/CapeTalkRadioDiscussiononPovert27Aug.mp3
http://www.uct.ac.za/downloads/email/3TalkSindisoMnisiWeeks.28Aug2012.avi
http://www.uct.ac.za/downloads/email/CapeTalkRadioPovertyandinequality27Aug.mp3


much needed additional source of income in the deeply impoverished region. „The money in 

the family is small now, if children aren‟t working,‟ said Monica, a mother of three living in 

Rawsonville in the Breede River Valley, whose husband works on one of the numerous wine 

producing farms in Western Cape. Susan Levine, a children‟s rights lecturer and researcher at 

UCT is cited. (Pg.2) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 



 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Mandela prison companion Alexander 
dies 
Updated: 10:28, Tuesday August 28, 2012 

South African academic and distinguished linguist Neville Alexander, who spent time in jail with 
Nelson Mandela, has died of cancer aged 75, the University of Cape Town says 

Born in the southern town of Cradock in 1936, the mixed race activist would go on to campaign 
against apartheid in the 1950s and spend a decade on Robben Island. 

Alexander obtained his doctorate in German at the University of Tuebingen in then West 
Germany in 1961. 

Three years later he was convicted for conspiracy to commit sabotage in South Africa against the 
white minority regime, along with other members of the National Liberation Front, which he co-
founded. He spent the next 10 years on Robben Island, a political prison off the coast of Cape 
Town. 

One of Alexander's companions was Nelson Mandela, who spent 27 years in various jails before 
he was released and became South Africa's first black president in 1994. 

Alexander taught other inmates history, while Mandela taught law and current presidential 
spokesman Mac Maharaj economics. 

Released in 1974, the scholar joined Steve Biko's Black Consciousness Movement. 

Alexander ran in the 1994 elections at the end of white minority rule with the Trotskyist Workers 
Organisation for Socialist Action, which won 0.02 per cent of votes at the poll. 

Having joined the University of Cape Town, Alexander later focused on multilingualism in a 
nation discovering democracy and confronted with the increasing influence of English. 

South Africa has 11 official languages, but English is often used as common language. 

'He will always be remembered for his pioneering work on language policy, including his most 
recent work, focusing on the tension between multilingualism and the hegemony of the English 
language in the public sphere,' said President Jacob Zuma in a statement. 

'At a professional level, Dr Alexander, as an accomplished linguist, contributed immensely to 
language development in our country,' Zuma added. 

 

 

 

http://www.skynews.com.au/
http://www.skynews.com.au/


 

Remembering Neville Alexander  

By Khadija Patel  

 

Neville Alexander died on Monday after a crippling, albeit brief battle with lung cancer. But 

even as messages of tribute pour in from around the country, the real contribution of 

Alexander to the country cannot be quantified simply. KHADIJA PATEL spoke with people 

who knew him to find out how they thought he would be remembered. 

On Monday, Professor Neville Alexander, a public intellectual, a prominent educationist and 

a hero of the struggle for liberation passed away. He was 75 years old. And even as his 

friends battle tears to speak of their own pain in letting him go, they are keen as well to 

remind the country that Alexander was an extraordinary South African, an exemplary 

human.  

In a statement released by the presidency, President Zuma‟s office said Alexander would be 

“remembered for his pioneering work on language policy, including his most recent work, 

focusing on the tension between multilingualism and the hegemony of the English language 

in the public sphere.”  

"We are saddened by this tragic loss of a South African who had contributed selflessly to the 

struggle for liberation and to building a better society and a better South Africa. At a 

professional level, Dr. Alexander, as an accomplished linguist, contributed immensely to 

language development in our country. The country has lost a person of high intellectual and 

academic standing. We extend our deepest condolences to Dr Alexander‟s family, relatives 

and friends,” Zuma said in the statement. 

In its tribute to Alexander, the University of Cape Town said in a statement that Alexander 

was an “acclaimed linguist, academic and anti-Apartheid struggle veteran.” He was all that, 

yes, but it is a tribute to Alexander that those labels simply do not do him justice. For a man 

of his stature, these labels, well-meaning and fitting as they certainly are, also fall short of 

describing what exactly Alexander stood for – and what exactly South Africa has just lost.  

http://dailymaverick.co.za/
http://dailymaverick.co.za/
http://dailymaverick.co.za/article/2012-08-28-remembering-neville-alexander
http://dailymaverick.co.za/article/2012-08-28-remembering-neville-alexander


There are few heroes of the liberation struggle who still live in the townships, not just in 

touch with their roots but still living in the places that delivered them to political leadership. 

But Alexander, through sheer will and stubbornness of principle, remained a resident at the 

Lotus Village township in Cape Town up until his death.  

“He lived what he preached,” noted Salim Valley, a senior researcher at the University of 

Johannesburg‟s Centre for Education Rights and Transformation. For Alexander the struggle 

was not just words – it was a philosophy that touched every area of his life. 

“He contributed to so many different respects of the struggle over many decades,” Valley 

said.   

As well as being a long-time colleague of Alexander, Valley was also one of his close 

friends. As he spoke to the Daily Maverick over the telephone on Monday, he was audibly 

distressed. “I first met Neville when I was 21 years old. Since then I‟ve spoken to him every 

week up until these last two weeks (during which he was ill),” Valley said. 

“He was very proud. He was dynamic. He started the Robben Island University during his 

imprisonment.” 

“He was an extraordinary thinker; one of the best thinkers of contemporary times,” black 

consciousness writer Andile Mngxitama said. “In some ways, his intellectual prowess is 

demonstrated in his influence of (Steve) Biko‟s approach to black consciousness.” 

“I think that he was an intellectual, an eloquent speaker and thinker, and a leading member of 

the left in this country,” Omar Badsha, CEO of SA History Online, said of Alexander‟s 

legacy.  

And though Valley says Alexander‟s contribution to South African society is multi-faceted 

and not easily listed, he admits that the greatest contribution was to education. “In the 80s we 

were very involved in education struggles. There was a slogan at the time, something like: 

„liberation first, education after‟. Neville disagreed strongly with this. He believed schools 

should be places of struggle,” Valley said.  

“He played an enormous role in education,” Badsha added. “The idea that liberation was not 

just political change, but also cultural change, and the need for change for the systems 

underpinning it was crucial to the ideas Neville proposed.  

“Language and culture was central to his understanding of how to achieve a more complete 

liberation.” 

And though Alexander may well be remembered by history for his views on multilingualism 

and his contribution to language planning in South Africa, his views on language, as well as 

the urgent need for a more multilingual nation is bred in the education system, underscored 

his thinking about how best to achieve a more just country. 

“He was very keen on multilingualism, but it was not his only contribution to education,” 

Valley said.  

And his devotion to education did not wane in the latter years of his life. 



 “Three weeks ago, he was talking about the state of education in the country,” Valley said.  

 Alexander was a proponent of a post-racial society. He warned against the consequences of 

the unquestioned racialisation of society and its pervasiveness in everyday life. Many, 

however, disagreed with him, arguing that race could simply not be divorced from a society 

such as post-Apartheid South Africa. 

“He and I did not agree on the race question,” Mngxitama said. “But you couldn‟t fight with 

Neville. 

“He created the opportunity for robust engagement without the possibility of estrangement,” 

Mngxitama added with a wry chuckle.  

Alexander was a simple man. A fierce intellectual, certainly but his gentleness and simplicity 

were disarming. 

“He was humble – despite the breadth of his intellect,” Valley said.  

And as the country tries to pick itself up from a torrid few weeks, the enormity of the loss of 

Alexander is especially significant. South Africa‟s challenges are made greater by the loss of 

intellectuals like him.   

“Although we‟ve known the diagnosis for weeks, it‟s come as a shock,” Valley said.  

“It is a great loss. He was an excellent human being,” Mngxitama added. 

Badsha agreed, “He will be missed.”  DM 
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