‘Giant step for 20 000 women

Today — August 9 — is the
3Znd anniversary of the day
that 20 000 women marched on
Pretoria to protest against the
extension of pass laws Lo
women

The Star of August 9 1956 de-
scribed that event as follows
“The leaders of the women

stood out in greéen blouses and

“there were gay splashes of co-
. lour from a few in traditional

dress notably from the Eastern

! Province,

“Later in the afiernoon the

leaders tried to present their

protest to the Prime Minister,
Mr JG Strijdom, who had
twice refused (o see them."”

The reporter covering the
event said that although the
concourse was visible from the
Prime Minister's window he
did not go outl to see¢ the
women. He remained working
at his desk,

PICKIC ATMOSPHERE

“The gathering had a picnic
alr as women opened flasks of
tea and ate sandwiches and bis-
cuits. There were many chil-
dren and here and there a baby
was being fed under the shade
of the pine trees.”

As each women entered the
turnstile to the grounds of the
Union Buildings, she was hand-
ed a copy of the protest which
she signed and handed back to
one of the leaders of the Feder-
ation of South African Women
iFedsaw)., who orgamsed the
march.

The Federation of Trans-
vaal Wamen (Fedtraw) has

‘seen to il that the women's

struggle has not waned.

“It 15 only now Lthal women
are beginning to lake their
rightful place at ihe forefront
of the national democratie
struggle.” savs Fediraw mem-
ber Ms Firoza Adam.

Women's organisations have
had a history of bringing
women logether sinee 1956,

"We have had situations
where mothers of soldiers in
the townships meet mothers
whose children have been shot
and harassed by the soldiers
Many of our women's eyes
have been opencd by these his-
toric meetings,” said Ms Adam.

Women from all over the
country gathered on Sunday 1o
commemorate Natlona)
Women's Day. (The officlally
recognised 1.111 is August 5.)
This day marks the march to
the Union Buildings in 1956,

Ms Adam said Fedtraw was

Thtrl-,r two years ago teday 20 000 women marched 1o the Union Buildings in Pretoria to
protest to the then Prime Minister, Mr J G Strijdom, against the extension of pass laws to black
wWoman,
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Women have hod to struggle hard to gain their rightful place in South African society.

Todoy morks the anniversary of o march by thousonds of women on the Union Buildings in Pretoria

in 1956. Thot wos o protest agoinst the poss lows. Today there are other bottles, but apartheid —
and its manifestations — s still the principal foe.

launched 1o organise women 30
that they could become inde-
pendent and asseri themselves
nol only in the workplace and
at home, but also in South Afri-
can sociely.

“Women are socially discri-
rinated against. Thus there is
a need {0 develop their confi-
dence. which in turn enables
women (o make their own deci-
sions,” she said

Fedtraw does nol organise
around women's issues exciusi-
vely

Ms Adam said: “Women are
always good organisers in the
home bt what Fediraw tries
o do is extend the sphere of
influence of women generally.

“Women are also oppressed

within their home. There are
men who perceive Lhat a
women's plaee is in the kitchen
or with the children and often
women are socialised Lo accept
this position”

After the banning of the Afri-
can National Congress and the
Pan Africanist Congress in the
1960% there was a definite ull
in political activity even within
Fedsaw.

The 19805 saw a resurgence
of women's organisations, In
December 1984 the Federation
af Transvaal Women was
launched.

Ms Adam said: “We were in-
volved in a number of success-

ful campaigns, particularly
those relating o the cost of liv-
ing.”

The uprisings and school
boycotts in the Vaal Triangle
in 1984 severely weakened Lhe
organisation when much of the
leadership was detained.

“The rest of us struggled on,”
Mz Adam said.

Despite the émergency, Fed-
traw managed to hold a confer-
ence in 1986. Last year the
women organised a very suc-
cessful cultural day and man-
aged o reunite with many of
the groups with whom they had
lowt comtact during the state of
emergency in 1986.



