MINU

TES: Ordjnary Meeting of the Urban Bantu Council : 31 Rarch ;w'l : 58

WES-RANDSE  BANTOE SAKE-ADMINISTRASIERARD
‘WEST RAND BANTU AFFAIRS ADMINISTRATION . BOARD

DIE  STEDELIKE, BANTOERAAD VAN JOHANNESBURG
URBAN @ANTU COUNCIL OF JOHANNESBURG

MINUTES OF IHE 108TH ORDINARY MEETING OF THE URBAN BANTU COUNC}L
OF JOHANNESBURG HELD IN THZ URBAN BANTU COUNCIL CHAMBER, JABULANI
ON THURSDAY 31 MARCH 1977 AT 2,30P.M:

PRESENT:

COUNCILLORS: Thebehali, D. (Chairman)
Makhaya, T.J. {Deputy Chairman)
Buthelezi, E.
Chuenyane, F.M,
Hanyane, S.
Hlungwane, H.
Jiyane, G.
Jiyane, J.M,
Leepo, J.M.
Lengene,P .M.
Machaba, B.C,
Mahlangu, F.
Mahlangu, S.S.
Makhanya, A.
Manthata, S.
Maponya, R.J.P,
Mokoena, D,
Motha, S.
Mothibinyane, E.
Mzinyane, J.B,
Nevhulaudzi, J.
Ngubane, 2.
Nkge, E.

Nkosi, K.
Ntloko, M.M.
Pelotona, A.
Pooe, D.
Radebe, L.
Rasmeni, D.
Tjeeko, Mo
Tshabangu, L.
Vilakazi, E.
Xulu, M.B.

OFFICIALS: Mr. M.P. Wilsnach (Ditrector, Housing)

~ Mr. E.A. Walter (Chief Townships Manager)
Mr. N.M. Duguid (Chief Townships Nanager)
Mr. A.lM. Conn (Senior Townships Manager
Mr. D.M. Kubayi (icting Secretary)

Hr. A. Mfete
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OPENING PRAYER

Councillor Nal@uxl opened the: proceedings with a prayer.

CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES

Minutes of ‘the ordinary meetings held on 17 February ‘1977 ‘and "3l
February 1977 circulated to members.

CONFIRMED

LEAVE OF ABSENCE

There were no applications for leave of absence.

CONSIDERATION OF REPOKTS

DMK/MVS
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Brigadier J. Visser said that Mr. de Villiers whom he had known since
1974 was approachable, and has always been a good friend of the police.
He said that Mr. de Villiers although he will be joining the Johannes-
burg City Council, was not lost to the people he had?s€rved so well
because he can always be contacted. He wished him Godspeed for the
future.

The Director, Housing, thanked the Chief Director for the understanding
and the co-operation he has displayed in the discharge of his duties
and added that the Chief Director was always ready to assist and to
advise. {

Councillor Mashao said he found Mr. de Villiers to be an open-minded
person and thanked him on behalf of the residents of Dobsonville and
its Urban Bantu Council. He wished Mr. de Villiers success in his
future task.

Comncillor Makhaya said that the Urban Bantu Council was indebtad}to
Mr. de Villiers for the manner in which he has treated the people of
Soweto. He said Mr. de Villiers sacrificed his time and effort to
alleviate the hardships experienced by the Black people. He said that
Mr. de Villiers did not take advantage of his position nor threw his
weight at people calling at his office for help. Mr. de Villiers
alvays said that his doors were open to anybody wishing to see him.

He said he gave Mr. de Villiers credit for looking at the merit of a
case in which a Black person and a White person were involved.

He said Mr. de Villiers pushed through many projects in Soweto and
mentioned the Jabulani Fire Station as an example.

In conclusion, he said Mr. de Villiers' successor would have a hard
task to bring about change in Soweto because the Black youth do not
accept and are not satisfied with the provailing conditions in Soweto.
He said Mr. de Villiers was leaving before the Urban Bantu Gbuncil was™
granted executive powers and that as the man who lead the Soweto Urban
Bantu Council to meet the Minister to request the granting of greater
responsibility he was leaving before he could reap the fruit of his
labour.

Councillor Lengene said that it will not be an easy task to £ind
Mr. de Villiers' successor, and hoped that the successor to Mr. de
Villiers would emulate his example.

Councillor Maponya said that the people of Soweto have lost a great
man in the person of Mr de Villiers who is leaving the department in
search of greener pastures.

He said that during the unrest Mr de Villiers told him that he was
worried because he foresaw a fire destroying a haystack. Mr. de
Villiers made all endeavours to defuse an ugly situation in Soweto.
The Soweto community will never have a man of Mr. de Villiers' calibre
who is flexible and would get to grips with the problems.

In conclusion, he expressed the hope that Mr de Villiers will always
be prepared to give advise to those who are in distress.
.

°°uncillor\s.s. Mahlangu addressed the Council.

€ont, .,
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URBAN BANTU COUNCIL SOWETO: (31,3,77)
TRADING AND TRANSPORT COMMITTES: (3.3.77)
WEST RAND ADMINISTRATION BOARD

SHOPPING FACILITIES: DENVER MEN'S HGSTEL
The following motion has been received from Councillor Nkosi:

"I recommend that the piece of ground on the Western side

of the street leading to the hostel be set aside for shopping
facilities at Denver Men's Hostel., Two pieces of grounds on
sthe Eastern side of the dividing street, be reserved for parking
purposes. Denver Men's hostel is the only hostel, built

without shopping facilitjes, and people have to walk a long
distanc‘ upto the Main Reef Road where the shops are situated

to do their shopping." :

The Senior Townships Manager said that Councillor Nkosi wants the
vacant ground immediately in front of the hostel to be reserved for
business premises so as to enable the hostel inmates to do their
shopping near the hostel. The shops may be useful especially during
inclement weather and in the evenings when the inmates fear of being
robbed when they do their shopping at the existing shops owned by the
Indians and the Chinese which are in the neighbourhood of the hostel.

The Senior Townships Manager pointed out to the meeting that: sometime
ago the Young Men's Christian Association was running a canteen in the
hostel and withdrew because it was not paying.

He said that the West Rand Administration Board has nccept;{ the
recommendation of the Urtan Bantu Council that parking bayd be provided
at each hostel. An aepen space in the Eastern side of Denver hostel
was fenced for parking purposes and a policeman will be posted twenty
hours a day to insure that only registered tenants parked their motor
cars in the hostel, and for this service the tenants owning cars will
each be required to pay a fee of R3,00 a month in addition to his
monthly rent. Illegal tenants will not be allowed to park their cars

in the hostel. -

Councillor Mzinyane said that shopping centres within the hostel will
be well supported mostly by inmates coming from work in the evenings.‘

Councillors Nevhulaudzi, Nepfumbada and S.S. Mahlangu addressed the
meeting.

RESOLVED TO RECOMMEND:

That the Chief Director be requested to establish , ehopping
N\ centre on the open space on the eastern side’of Denver hostel
‘parking area.

ADOPTED

U.B.C. 8/77
DMK /MVS
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URBAN BANTU COUNCIL SOWETO:(3}.3.77)
EDUCATION AND HEALTH COMMITTEE: (8.3.77)
WEST RAND ADMINISTRATION BOARD

¥
PROVISION CF A BRANCH OFFICE: CITY

"HEALTH DEPARTMENT

On 29 January 1976 the Urban Bantu Council RESOLVED:

That this request receive favourable consideration provided
there is an existing office at either Pimville or Senacane
that could be used for the purpose and that no expense be
‘incurred to provide such branch office.

The Director, Housing comments as follows:

Please advise the Soweto Urban Bantu Council with reference

to item A minutes page 288 of an ordinary meeting of the Urban
Bantu Council held on 29 January 1976 that there are no offices
available at either Pimville or Senacane at present.

Councillor Chuenyane said that t:is report emanates from the Urbdan
Bantu Council resolution which was taken before the unresy in 1976,

The Senior Townships Manager said that the West Rand Administration
Board plans to build centralised offices in the place of the Adminis-
tration offices which were damaged during the unrest and will possibly
accommodate all the Departments of the West Rand Administration Board.
*
It was then suggested to the meeting that the Chief Director te
requested to include in the envisaged plans the offices of the City
Health Department if and when the West Rand Administration Board do
build the centralised offices.

RESOLVED TO RECOMMEND:
That the Chief Director be requested to make provision

for offices "of the City Health Department at each Block
of Administration offices to accommodate Health Inspectors.

ADCPTZED

U.B.C. 50/76
Ref. Ho. 8/1
nY MVS
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URBiN BANTU COUNCIL SOWETO: (31.3,77)
KOUSING ‘AND GENERAL PURPOSES; COMMITTEE: (10.3477)
VEST RAND ADMINISTRATION® BOARD

ABSENCE OF QUORUM

The ordinary meeting of the Housing and GeneraliPuposes: Comaittes
which was scheduled for 10 March 1977 could not be held owin

absence of a quorum and was adjourned to the next ,ordinu‘i*hii ing
of the Committee. )

NOTED with regret.

U.B.C. V.eess/77
DXK/MVS
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"

URBAN BANTU COUNCIL MINUTES: 31 MARCH 1977

/(a) SEEBEENS
The Chairman said thlt‘ he has breught up this matter before the
Council so as to get its consensus of opinion., He said that- some
residents of Soweto are in favour of shebeens being legalised while
others deprecate the lognlﬁauon of shebeens. h ;

At this stage Councillor Manthata was ordered to leave the house
because of his rowdy behaviour.

&'he Chairman enquired - from the Council if it approved of the lcglli-
sation of shebeens or not. .

Councillor Lengene said sometime ago an opinion was expressed in this
Chamber recommending that shebeens be 5ranteﬁ Night Club Licences ™
instead of conducting the illegal sale of liquor from their residen-
tial premises.

Councillor Mzinyane said that as the true leaders of the Black people
they ehould be the last people to ask the Minister of Juatico’mto
legalise shebeens. He said if they allow shebeens to be legafinl,
they will be destroying their community. .If a person drinke in a she-
_been in the evening and the liquor fuddles his wits, who eac‘ru such
a person to his home, he asked. In conclusion he said that mny
people lost their lives in the shebeens.

Councillor Maponya said that the youth are comdemning the drinking of
liquor and displayed their disapproval of their parents' drinkéng habit:
by destroying the bottle stores, bar ilounzes and beer gardens dprins
the Triots in 1976.. Councillor Tshabangu wanted to know how thé Council
was going to run the affairs of the people of Soweto if it turns the
copmunity into drunkards by lécalising shebeens where people drink
throughout the night. How can the Council expect drunkards to be able
to pay their rentals? He advocated the buying of liquor from the
existing liquor outlets.

cont/..
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Councillor Motha said that the proposed'lewalisation of shebeens is

an admission of failure on the part of the Government to ciosa them
down. He appealed to the delegation of the Urban Bantu Counigdl, lead

by the Chairman to inform the Hon, the Minister of Justice in Cape

Town that the people of Soweto age against the legalisation of shebeens,

Councillor Pooe said that he has learnt from people who visited overseas
that in London thére are pubs where arproximately one hundred people

may relax and enjoy a drink. He advocated the establishment of RNotels:

in Soyeto in the place of shebeens, and added that the liquor Act

should be amended,

Councillor H.nynno said that pubs and hotels in towns should be opon}
to people of all races,

Councillor Manthata said tha instead of legalising ahebeens{ Blacks <«
should be permitted to build bottle stores and run them.
RESOLEED:

That this Council gives the Chairman of the Urban Bantu

Council and the two other members namely Councillor Mapanya

and Councillor Makhaya-a-mandate to make representations to

the Minister of Justice against shebeens being legalised.

Te That the community of Soweto do not want the ¥

shebeens to be legalised.

2. That instead of shebeens being 16§$lised we would
like to see many hotels, night clubs and bottle;
stores in Soweto established and*owned by Blacks.

DMK]FN«S
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HkKGOTLA

Councillor Motha said that many people in his ward told him that they
are against Makgotla being granteéd Government recognition.

Menmbers of Makgotla spread falee rumours that their organisation has
been 135-1iseé by tﬁilcovcrnnont and that they are permitted by lquvco
flog people in public if found guilty by their tribal courts and to
impoge fines on people found guilty.

He said that Brig. Visser, the Divisional Commissioner of Police in
Soweto who vantei\to have an insight into the functions and duties of
the Makgotla said , after seeing people being flogged in public, that
Soweto is not a jungle and added that this barbaric Fyatemrof the
Makgotla was untenable in the civilised world and should be done away”
forthwith.

Councillor Hanyane said that the Makgotla system should be modified
rather than condemning it completely. The Makgotla organisations
know the criminals with whom they live,

He said that when the Mgkgotla wants to inflict corporal pumishment
to an offending person it should do so én the presence of a police
officer and that in the case of children who defy their parents,
Funishment should be meted out to them .in the presence nnd‘bith the
approval of their parents.

The Chairman pointed out that the tribal courts in the Homelands are
presided over by Chiefs and inquired if Presidents of Makgotla hLave
been appointed as Chiefs by the Minister of Jgstice. He wsnt@d to
knov what was wrong with Police Reservists, ;

Councillor Pooe said that the people of Soweto ar: so sophisticated

that they will not in the least tolerate the establishment of Makgotld
in their midst let alone granting this abhorrent organisation Government
recognition. He saidnby accepting the Makgotla and at the same time
accepting Municipal Status, this Council shall be taking three steps
backward and one step forward.

cont/,,
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He said that when the Council has bteen granted Municipal Status it
should carry out its duties and functions with the digni )f any
‘Municipality in the Country,

People who inquire into cases in the Makgotla have not got the vestiges
of the knowledge of the laws o'r justice of this country, and added that
the accused are not given a fair hearing and they are not allowed to
defend themselves.

Soweto, being a pacesetter to other areas, shall have embarrassed the
‘Black people of South Africa by asking for Mgkgotla to be rocognind
by the Government. 3

Councillor Maponya said that if anyone is in doubt about the fact that
the people of Soweto condemn Makgotla, one should hold a referendum and
the results of the referendum will prove beycnd a shadow of doubt ‘that
the majority of the people are against this organisation. Makgotla

is condemned in toto.

He appealed to the residents of Soweto who have suffered in the hands
of the Makgotla to seek rodress from the courts of law as a deterrent
moasure to the people who take the law into their own hands,

Councillor F. Mahlangu said that if a manthas had a squable with his
wife and the wife reports the matter to the Makgotla the Mak@otla send
a group of men to go and pick him up in the morning in the, presence of
his children. He wanted to know how a man, who has been humiliated

in the presence of his children could be in a position to maintain

discipline in his house. ®

When he appears before tie Makgotla he is flogged in public, and to
make it worse with children watching.
Councillor Mzinyane gaid that Makgotla law is a law of the jungle.

Councillor Mothibinyane said that the Makgotla assist the police.
Councillor Lengene said that if Makgotla could operate under the
control of the Urban Council it would work as a deterrent to criminals
and said that it should be legalised. .

cont/,.
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s rannezi said that the flogging of people on *nd‘ay was Fin'
Ve 4s ¢ toat Ursan Blacks deprecate the flogging of pec_}piMy the

s. e atvocates the estgblfshment of civic guards "’h,“}l

‘4 .= er tte direct Bupervision of Councillors instead of

e .

tie. "™e ¢ut) of Civic guards is to combat crime in the area

evt 3 @erest the crizinals and hand them over to the police. He

esit toat wtea the Govenzent grant the Urban Council and Advisory
tgpc-e asittional powers it sh uid also grant the Councils and Advisory
“1acle tte ;over to form Civic guards.

tevrriilor leerjo onid that the intention of forming Makgotla was

¢e-t Yt tn practice it is open to corruption.

Trertiiler Yatebe said that the counci.nors who spoke in ‘opposition

t t'e Yskrotla vere not sincere to themselves. He said that nots=

t rtanding the fact that some members of this Council are vehemently

ej;ened to the Makzotlu , Makgotla is there to stay:

Zouyncillor Tehabangu said that the Makgotla thrash even women and
varted to knovw which man could stand to see his wife boins‘ thrashed in
§stlic, Makgotls is not in the interest of the people of Soweto.

Zouncillor Manthata said that Makgotld has a memberstip of 16, 000 people
“e ma3d that the South African Police, the National Instjtute for

Cr.me Frevention and Rehabilitation of offenders (Nicro) and the South
it

can Students Organisation suprort the idea of the H‘akgoth being
fratted lovernzent recognition. He wanted to know what would happen

‘f ¥aksotla vas dene away with and wvhich other organis‘atiqa could

¢ 8tat.crice ns effectively as the Makgotla. To say that police are
trefe, %o ur;ued that it wvas not a satisfactory statemen't because ‘they
“are failed in treir f:ght against crime. He maintained that the -
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ller Yoirm, cecsnded by Councillor Maponya MOVED:

That the Chairsan of the Urban Bantu Council andvt;o other
®mezbers nazely: Councillor ¥aponya and Councillor Makhaya
te given a maniate to make representations to the Minister
en teralf of this Council that:=
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1. This barbaric practice of flogzing people by the
Makcotla be stopped forthwith, ;

2. That Makizotla must mever be recommended in our society..
Councillor Mantrata wanted tie house to Le divided,
On division : 15 votes for the motion.
4 votes agninst the motion.
RESPLEED:
That the Chairman of the Urban Bantu Council and two other
members namely: Councillor Maponya and Councillor Hakhaya

be given a mandate to make representations to the Minister
on behalf of this Council that:-

1. This barbaric practice of flogring people by the
Makgotla be stopped forthwith.

2. The Nnkgonx must never be recommended in our socidtv..

At this stage the Council went into Committee and discussed fertain
matters in private.

The meeting closed at 7,20p.m.

CHAIRMANE T TN

\‘/_,j'-_-v

DATE:
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